ORIGINATING SUMMONS
IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANAMBRA STATE OF NIGERIA
IN THE AWKA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN AT AWKA
SUIT NO. A/3 /2026

BETWEEN:

THE MOST REVEREND ALEXANDER CHIBUZO IBEZIM,
PhD (ARCHBISHOP OF THE PROVINCE OF THE NIGER
AND BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF AWKA (ANGLICAN
COMMUNION)).

........... PLAINTIFF

AND

1. THE MOST REVEREND HENRY C. NDUKUBA
(ARCHBISHOP, METROPOLITAN & PRIMATE OF ALL

NIGERTA)
2. THE MOST REVEREND BLESSING ENYINDAH
(DEAN, CHURCH OF NIGERIA AND CHAIRMAN OF
VISITATION TEAM TO THE DIOCESE OF AWKA
ILLEGALLY CONSTITUTED BY THE 1ST DEFENDANT

VIDE LETTER DATED 17/6/2026)
wmeem- DEFENDANTS

Let THE MOST REVEREND HENRY C. NDUKUBA
(ARCHBISHOP, METROPOLITAN & PRIMATE OF ALL
NIGERIA), THE MOST REVEREND BLESSING ENYINDAH
(DEAN, CHURCH OF NIGERIA AND CHAIRMAN OF
VISITATION TEAM TO THE DIOCESE OF AWKA ILLEGALLY
CONSTITUTED BY THE 1ST DEFENDANT VIDE LETTER
DATED 17/6/2026) all of St. Matthias House, Plot 942, Ibrahim
Waziri Crescent, Gudu District, Apo, Abuja., within forty-two days
after service of this summons on them, inclusive of the date of such
selwce cause an appearance to be entered for them 1:0 thls summons




ALEXANDER CHIBUZO IBEZIM, PhD (ARCHBISHOP OF THE
PROVINCE OF THE NIGER AND BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF
AWKA (ANGLICAN COMMUNION)) who claims to be entitled to
the following reliefs againstthe defendants:-

1. A declaration that the laid down procedure for disciplining a
serving Bishop of a Diocese of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) are spelt out in sections 55,75(1)(2)(3)(4)(5),
76(1)(2)(3)(4)(5) and Canon X VI sections 22,24,25,26,27, and
28 of the Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion), 2020, and must be strictly complied

- with before imposing any form of disciplinary measure or
sanction including suspending or removing the plaintiff from
office as the incumbent Bishop of the Diocese of Awka
(Anglican Communion) and Archbishop of the Province of the
Niger.

2. A declaration that at least one of the ten offences specifically
listed or mentioned in section 1 of CANON XVI for which a
Primate, a Provincial Archbishop, a Bishop, a Priest, or a
Deacon in the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) can be
tried, must be proved before any form of disciplinary measure or
sanction is imposed on the Plaintiff,

3. A declaration that upon a proper construction or interpretation of
the extant Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communicon), 2020, particularly sections 26(1)(2)(3),
27,29(1), 46(1)(a), 50(2), 56(2)(a), 58, 75(1)(2)(3), 76(1)(2)(3),
TIINZ)3), 79(1)2)(3)(4), 80(1)(2)(3) of the Constitution and
Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion), 2020,
and Canon V sections 2, 11, 12, 13, 13, 15(1)(3)(6), 16, 17, 18,
19, 20, 22, 23, 24, Canon VI sections 1(4), 4, Canon VII.
sections 1, 3(2), 4, Canon IX sections 1, 2(2), 3(1), 4(1), Canon
X1 sections 4, 5, Canon X1V sections 2(1)(2), 3, 5, 13, 15, 20,
Canon XV section 1, Canon XVI sections 2, 15, 16, 22, 25, 26,
36,41, 42, 50(g), Canon XVII sections 7, 8(1)(2) (which-
provides for the various responmblhtles dutles poweis of the




Primate), the Primate, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the
Church of Nigeria lacks the power, authority, and competence to
orally, or in writing, or in any manner whatsoever, query,
suspend, dismiss, remove, retire or demand the retirement or
resignation of the Plaintiff as the Archbishop of the Province of
the Niger or as the Bishop of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican
Communion), or any serving Bishop and Archbishop in the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion).

. A declaration that the threats made by the Primate, Archbishop
and Metropolitan of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) acting in collaboration with the Dean of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) against the Plaintiff
on 9" October, 2026, to arrest and detain him and to suspend,
remove, retire or dismiss the Plaintiff from his offices as the
Archbishop of the Province of the Niger and Bishop of the
Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) without any offence
being committed by the plaintiff and without following the laid
down procedure for imposing disciplinary sanctions on the
plaintiff, are unconstitutional, illegal, unlawful, u/fra vires, null
and void and of no effect whatsoever.

. A declaration that by virtue of section 4 Canon X of the
Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) 2020, the plaintiff is entitled to remain in office as
the Bishop of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) until
he attains the age of 70 (seventy) years.

. A declaration that the defendants lack the power, authority, and
competence to truncate, abridge, or curtail the plaintiff’s vested
right to remain in office as the Bishop of the Diocese of Awka
(Anglican Communion) until he attains the age of 70 (seventy)
years, o

. An order of injunction restraining the defendants by themselves
and by any organ or body or committee of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion) and by any other subordinate officers,
priests, clergy, Bishops, workers, servants, agents, privies, legal
officguge: i—f}ﬁ’@%@@@&@%fmm writing, signing, and
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issuing/serving/delivering any letter of suspension, or removal,
retirement or dismissal from his office, or, howsoever, to
truncate or terminate or curtail or abridge the plaintiff’s vested
right to remain in office as the Bishop of the Diocese of Awka
(Anglican Communion) until he attains the constitutionally
stipulated retirement age of 70 (seventy) years.

8. An order of injunction restraining the defendants by themselves
and by any organ, or body or committee of the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion) and by any other subordinate
officers, priests, clergy, Bishops, workers, servants, agents,
privies, legal officers, or howsoever, from further threatening to
suspend, remove or retire the plaintiff from his offices as
Archbishop of the Province of the Niger and Bishop of the
Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) and from interfering
in the affairs of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) for
any purpose whatsoever without the prior consent in writing of
the plaintiff, or his successors in office, after his retirement and
the expiration of his tenure of office, and without the prior
consent of the Diocesan board and Diocesan Synod and the
Registered Trustees of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican
Communion). |

AND for the determination of the following questions: -

L. Whether it is mandatory to comply with the procedure laid down
in section 55,75(1)(2)(3)(4)(5), 76(1)(2)(3)(4)(5) and Canon
XVl sections 22,24,25,26.27, and 28 of the Constitution and
Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion), 2020,
for disciplining a serving Bishop of a Diocese and Archbishop
of a Province of the Church before imposing any disciplinary
sanction or measure on such Bishop and or Archbishop?

2. Whether it is mandatory to establish at least one of the ten
grounds for disciplining a serving Bishop and or Archbishop of
the Church, stipulated in section I Canon XV] of the
Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican . -
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Communion), 2020, before imposing any disciplinary sanction
or measure on such Bishop and or Archbishop?
. Whether upon a proper construction or interpretation of the
“extant Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion), 2020, particularly sections 26(1)(2)(3),
27, 29(1), 46(1)(a), 50(2), 56(2)(a), 58, 75(1)(2)(3), 76(1)(2)(3),
TT(IN2)(3), 79(1)(2)(3)(4), 80(1)(2)(3) of the Constitution and
Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion), 2020,
and Canon V sections 2, 11, 12, 13, 13, 15(1)(3)(6), 16, 17, 18,
19,20, 22, 23, 24, Canon VI sections 1(4), 4, Canon VII |
sections 1, 3(2), 4, Canon IX sections 1, 2(2), 3(1), 4(1), Canon
X1l sections 4, 5, Canon XIV sections 2(1)(2), 3, 5, 13, 15, 20,
Canon XV section 1, Canon XVI sections 2, 15, 16, 22, 25, 26,
36, 41, 42, 50(g), Canon XVII sections 7, 8(1)(2) (which
provides for the various responsibilities, duties, powers of the
Primate), is the Primate, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the
Church of Nigeria granted or conferred the power, authority and
competence to query, suspend, dismiss, remove, retire or
demand the retirement or resignation of the Plaintiff from his
offices as the Archbishop of the Province of the Niger and as the
Bishop of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) or any
serving Bishop and Archbishop in the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion)?
. Whether the threats made by the 1°** defendant acting in
collaboration with the 2™ defendant against the Plaintiff on 9th
October, 2026, to arrest and detain him and to suspend, remove
or dismiss or retire the Plaintiff from his offices as the
Archbishop of the Province of the Niger and Bishop of the
Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) without any offence
being committed by the plaintiff and without following the laid
down procedure for imposing disciplinary sanctions or measures
on the plaintiff, are unconstitutional, illegal, null and void and of

no effect whatsoever? : | |
. Whether having regard to Section 4 Canon X of the Constitution




2020, the plaintiff is entitled to remain in office as the Bishop of
the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) until he attains the
age of 70 (seventy) years?

6. Whether the defendants lack the power, authority, and
competence to truncate, abridge, or curtail the plaintiff’s vested
right to remain in office as the Bishop of the Diocese of Awka
(Anglican Communion) until he attains the consututlonally
stipulated retirement age of 70 (seventy) years?

7. Whether it is just and proper to grant orders of injunction:

(a)restraining the defendants by themselves and by any organ or
body or committee of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) and by any of their subordinate officers,
priests, clergy, Bishops, workers, servants, agents, privies,
legal officers, or howsoever, from writing, signing, and
issuing/serving/delivering any letter of suspension, or
removal, retirement, dismissal, from his office, or,
howsoever, to truncate or terminate or curtail or abridge the
plaintiff’s vested right to remain in office as the Bishop of
the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) until he attains
the constitutionally stlpulated retirement age of 70 (seventy)
years?

(b) restraining the defendants by themselves and by any organ,
or body or committee of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) and by any other subordinate officers, priests,
clergy, Bishops, workers, servants, agents, privies, legal
officers, or howsoever, from further threatening to suspend,
remove or retire the plaintiff from his offices as Archbishop
of the Province of the Niger and Bishop of the Diocese of
Awka (Anglican Communion) and from interfering in the
affairs of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) for
any purpose whatsoever without the prior consent in writing
of the plaintiff; or his successors in office, after his

- retirement and the expiration of his tenure of office, and
without the prior consent of the Diocesan board and




Diocesan Synod and the Registered Trustees of the Diocese
-of Awka (Anglican Communion).

The Plaintiff’s full name is THE MOST REVEREND
ALEXANDER CHIBUZO IBEZIM, PhD (ARCHBISHOP OF THE
PROVINCE OF THE NIGER AND BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF
AWKA (ANGLICAN COMMUNION)).

Dated at Port Harcourt OfZUjﬁday, October 13, 2026
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This summons was taken out by B.E.I. NWOFOR, S.A.N., Senior
~Counsel for the above-named plaintiff, whose address within the
jurisdiction of this court is as follows:

Ul o
@)‘CE!”ZL% : CS. IKERIA, ESQ.,
e | BELNWOFOR&CO,
. T 21, Onne Road,

G.R.A. Phase 2,
Port Harcourt.
Rivers State.

08064343695

Whose address for service in Awka

Through the chambers of:




I. For filing in court
2. For Service on:

DEFENDANTS
Plot 942, Ibrahim Waziri Crescent,

Gudu District,
Apo, Abuja.

CHIEF OZOEMENA ONYALI,
S.AN.,,

No. 26, Dr. Okey Anueyiagu Road,
Off Old INEC Road,

Awka.,

Anambra State,

ENDORSEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 97 OF THE

SHERIFFS AND CIVIL PROCESS ACT, CAP.S6, LAWS OF

THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA, 2004

This summons is to be served out of Anambra State and in the

Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANAMBRA STATE OF NIGERIA
IN THE AWKA JUDICIAL DIVISION

HOLDEN AT AWKA
SUITNOG. A/ /2026

BETWEEN:

THE MOST REVEREND ALEXANDER CHIBUZO IBEZIM,
PhD (ARCHBISHOP OF THE PROVINCE OF THE NiGER |
AND BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF AWKA (ANGLICAN 4

COMMUNION)).

___________ PLAINTIFF

AND

1. THE MOST REVEREND HENRY C. NDUKUBA
(ARCHBISHOP, METROPOLITAN & PRIMATE OF ALL

NIGERIA)
2. THE MOST REVEREND BLESSING ENYINDAH

(DEAN, CHURCH OF NIGERIA AND CHAIRMAN OF
VISITATION TEAM TO THE DIOCESE OF AWKA
ILLEGALLY CONSTITUTED BY THE 1ST DEFENDANT

VIDE LETTER DATED 17/6/2026)
------ DEFENDANTS

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF ORIGINATING SUMMONS

I, THE MOST REVEREND ALEXANDER CHIBUZO
IBEZIM, Ph.D., Archbishop of the Province of the Niger and Bishop
of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion), of Archbishop’s
Palace, Anglican Village, Ifite-Awka, Anambra State, citizen of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, do hereby make oath and state, as

follows:-

1. T am the Plaintiff in this case.
2. I am the incumbent elected Archbishop of the Province of the
Niger which covers the entire Anambra State. In effect, I am the




spiritual leader of all Anglicans in Anambra State with the entire
state as my ecclesiastical jurisdiction.
. I am also the incumbent elected Bishop of the Diocese of Awka
(Anglican Communion) since 2010,
. The first defendant is the person presently occupying the office
of Primate, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Church of
Nigeria, which was established by section 26(1) of the
Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion), 2020.
. The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) has Dioceses
and churches all over Nigeria including in this Judicial Division
of the High Court of Anambra State.
. The second defendant is the Dean of the said Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion) and the person appointed by the 1st
defendant as Chairman of the Visitation Team to the Diocese of
Awka vide letter dated Wednesday, June 17, 2026, a copy of
which is hereto exhibited and marked Exhibit A.
. The Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion), 2020 is hereto exhibited and marked
Exhibit B.
. I have carefully read through the said Constitution and Canons
of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) and seen:
(1) thatitis clearly stated in CHAPTER XIV
DISCIPLINE sections 54 and 55 that:
“54 The General Synod shall have exclusive power
to make provisions with regard to discipline and in
particular-
(a) to prescribe and define offences for which a
Bishop, Priest, Deacon or member of the Laity of
the Church of Nigeria may be tried; and
(b)to determine the constitution and rules of
procedure of Diocesan, Provincial and final
appellate Tribunals for the cxercise of
- Ecclesiastical discipline and establish a final
Court of Appeal for the purpose.
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“55 Any Bishop, Priest, Deacon or Laity of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) against
whom a charge is brought shall be tried in
accordance with provisions of the relevant Canons
on Discipline”,

(2)that in CHAPTER XVI DISPUTE RESOLUTION, the
procedure for handling COMPLAINTS AGAINST
THE BISHOP OF A DIOCESE are spelt out in section
75(1)(2)(3)(4)(5) which reads:

“75(1) Where the complaint is against the acts or
omissions of the Bishop of the Diocese, then
the complaint, in writing, shall be made to the
Primate who shall forward same to the Bishop
and call for his response.

(2) The concerned Bishop shall deliver his response
to the allegations not later than twenty-one days
after receipt of the complaint from the Primate
who shall thereafter set up a Seven-Man
Committee, comprising of at least three Bishops
and three Chancellors, (none from the Diocese of
the Bishop concerned) to look into the matter
and report back to the Primate within a period of
fourteen days.

(3) The Primate shall, within fourteen days of the
submission of the findings and the
recommendations of the Committee, submit
same to the Episcopal Synod for consideration.

(4) The Episcopal Synod may after the consideration
of the report review, modify, reject or adopt the
recommendations which shall be subject to the
approval of the Standing Committee.

(5) The approval of the Standing Committee referred
to in subsection (4) of this section shall be
subject to ratification by the General Synod



whose decision on the matter shall be final and
binding.

(3) that the procedure for handling COMPLAINTS
AGAINST THE ARCHBISHOP OF A PROVINCE are

lucidly stated in section 76(1)(2)(3)(4)}(5) which reads:

“76(1) Where the complaint is against the acts or
omissions of the Archbishop of a Province, then the
complaint, in writing, shall be made to the Primate
who shall forward same to the Archbishop and call
for his response.

(2) The concerned Archbishop shall deliver his response
to the allegations not later than twenty-one days
after receipt of the complaint from the Primate who
shall thereafter set up a Seven-Man Committee,
comprising of the Dean, at Jeast three Archbishops
and Three Chancellors (none from the Province of
the Archbishop concerned) to look into the matter
and report back to the Primate within a period of
fourteen days.

(3) The Primate shall, within fourteen days of the
submission of the findings and the recommendations
of the Committee, submit same to the Episcopal
Synod for consideration.

(4) The Episcopal Synod may after the consideration of
the report review, modify, reject or adopt the
recommendations which shall be subject to the
approval of the Standing Committee.

(5) The approval of the Standing Committee referred to
in subsection (4) of this section shall be subject to
ratification by the General Synod whose decision on
the matter shall be final and binding,



(4) that in CANON X VI entitled “Of Ecclesiastical Discipline”,
the charges, or offences or accusations on which a Primate,
A Provincial Archbishop, A Bishop, A Priest or a Deacon in
the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) may be
presented for trial are listed in section 1 of CANON X VT as

follows:-

“(a) A conviction by a court of competent jurisdiction
for felony or other allied offences;

(b) “sexual immorality” the words “includes but is
not limited to homosexuality, iesbianism, bi-
sexuality, paedophilia, adultery, fornication, rape
and other sexual abhorrent behaviour;

(c) conduct giving just cause for scandal or offence;
'(d) heresy or false doctrine;

(e) schism, or acceptance of membership in a
religious body not in communion with the Church

of Nigeria (Anglican Communion);
(f) apostasy from the Christian faith;

(g) violation of any provision of the Constitution of
the Church of Nigeria or of a Diocese;

(h) disobedience, which is to say, wilful contravention
of the Regulations either of the General Synod, or
of the Diocesan Synod of the Diocese in which he

holds office;
(i) neglect of the duties of his office;

(1) being a member of a secret society or cult, and
failure or refusal to renounce membership of the
same when required to do 50.”




(5) that in sections 22,24,25,26,27, and 28 of CANON X VI,
other vital procedural provisions are made regarding trial of

Bishops, thus:-

“22. A Bishop of the Church shall, where charges are
brought against him be tried by a court consisting of
the Primate and the Bishops of the Church of Nigeria.
The Primate shall preside. The Bishops except the
accused, shall be summoned by the Primate to the
hearing of the charge; but no trial shall take place
unless there be present at least six Bishops, including
the Primate, but excluding the accused.

24. No charge shall be received against a Bishop of the
Church unless 1t be preferred, it if relates to a matter
of Faith and Doctrine, by at least five Priests of the
Diocese, or by a Bishop of the church or, if it relates
to other matters, by at least three Priest of the
Diocese and also three Lay Representatives in the
Synod of the Diocese of the accused Bishop.

25. In the case of an accusation against a Bishop, the
Articles of Presentment shall be delivered to the
Primate, except he be the accused in which case they
shall be delivered to the Dean of the Church of
Nigeria.,

26. The Primate (or if the Primate is the accused, the
Dean of the Church) shall, at the carliest moment
after receipt of the Articles of Presentment transmit a
copy of the same to the accused, and to each of the
other Bishops of the Church. All intimations and
citations shall be deemed to be duly served by a copy
thereof being forwarded by registered post to the
residential address of the accused.

27. The trial shall take place within four months of the
receipt of the Articles of Presentment by the Primate

&




or the Dean of the Church (as the case may be)
unless, owing to the difficulty of communication, it
appears to him necessary to postpone it to a latter
day, but in no case shall it be postponed beyond a

year.

28. In the trial of a Bishop, the President shall appoint
three Clerical Assessors, each Assessor being a Dean,
Provost, Archdeacon, or Canon of some Cathedral
Church in the Church of Nigeria; and he shall, except
on charges of heresy, also appoint one or two persons
as Lay Assessor or Assessors.”

(6) that it 1s after the trial of a Bishop and he is found guilty,
then, as provided in section 30 of CANON XVI:

“In the trial of a Bishop the sentence, if the accused be
found guilty, shall be either admonition, censure,
suspension, or deprivation, and in addition to any of
these, the court may pass a sentence of
excommunication, as the offence or offences
adjudged to have been proved shall seem to deserve,
due regard being paid to provisions refating to
judicial sentences.”

9. The foregoing procedures were not complied with by the Ist
defendant. More particularly none of the two Panels so far
constituted by the 1st defendant were in line with section 75(2)
and section 76(2) of the Constitution and Canons of the Church
of Nigeria (Anglican Communion). Also there has been no
Articles of Presentment against me and no trial by a court
constituted in line with section 22 of Canon XVI has taken
place.

10. The 1st defendant merely read a letter dated 28th July, 2025,
which was circulating in the print and electronic media and
which was not addressed to him, and thereafter constituted a
PANEL OF INQUIRY INTO THE MANAGEMENT AND

7




1.

12.

13.

14,

15.

DISPOSAL OF ASSETS OF THE CHURCH OF NIGERIA,
DIOCESE OF AWKA UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE
MOST REV’D ALEX C. IBEZIM, A copy of the letter dated
28th July, 2025 is hereto exhibited and marked Exhibit C
while the copy of 1st defendant’s letter dated 13th August,
2025 by which he constituted a Panel of Inquiry is marked
Exhibit D.

Although the 1st defendant claimed in paragraph 2 of Exhibit
D that the letter by Ike, Ike & Associates was “copied us”, a
cursory look at the letter marked Exhibit C show that it was not
addressed to the 1st defendant and was not copied to him.
When I appeared before the said Panel on 29th and 30th
August, 2025, I submitted a NOTICE OF PRELIMINARY
OBJECTION challenging the competence of the Panel. A copy
of the NOTICE OF PRELIMINARY OBJECTION is hereto
exhibited and marked Exhibit E. I also testified at the Panel
even though the complainant was invited and he bluntly
refused to attend.

The said Panel had since 30th August, 2025 concluded its
sitting and wrote its Report which it submitted to the 1st
defendant, containing its findings and recommendations. [
requested for a copy of that Report but the 1st defendant has
refused to give me a copy of it,

As required by sections 75(3)(4)(5) and 76(3)(4)(5) of the
Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communton), 2020, the 1st defendant was duty bound to
submit the findings and recommendations of the Panel to the
Episcopal Synod for consideration which may after the
consideration of the report review, modify, reject or adopt the
recommendations which shall be subject to the approval of the
Standing Committee and the approval of the Standing
Committee shall be subject to ratification by the General Synod
whose decision on the matter shall be final and binding.
Unfortunately, and for ulterior and ignoble motives, the 1st
defendant breached the said Constitution and Canons of the

8




16.

17.

18.

Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion), 2020 by refusing
to submit the findings and recommendations of the Panel to the
Episcopal Synod thereby denying that distinguished body
which is defined in section 88(12) of the said Constitution as “a
general meeting of the Bishops of the Church of Nigeria
summoned independently of the General Synod to discuss
episcopal matters”, the opportunity to review the findings and
recommendations of the Panel and the adverse spiral effect was
also to deny the Standing Committee and the General Synod of
the Church of Nigeria their own opportunities to look at the
findings and recommendations and make their input towards
the resolution of the matter.

Up till date, the 1st defendant is still hiding the findings and
recommendations of the said Panels for reasons best known to
him, despite my repeated demands to be given copies of the
Reports in the spirit of transparency, propriety, accountability
and justice.

Instead of releasing the findings and recommendations of the
said Panel, the 1st defendant by his letter dated 17th June,
2026, constituted a fresh Panel christened “VISITATION
TEAM TO THE DIOCESE OF AWKA” on the same subject
matter (as comparison of the terms of reference with those of
the first Panel shows) and appointed the 2nd defendant as the
Chairman. A copy of the 1st defendant’s letter dated 17th June,
2026 has been referred to in paragraph 6 above and marked
Exhibit A.

Once more, I appeared before the said Visitation Team on 23rd
July, 2026 but my accuser, the complainant refused to appear
before the Panel. Instead of doing the right thing by dismissing
the complaint due to the refusal of the complainant to appear
before the Panel to prove his allegations, the Visitation Team
did not do so but turned their assignment into an inquisition
and misplaced the onus of proof by laying it upon me when the
accuser 15 the person upon whom the onus of proof lies.




19.

20.

21.

22,

After its sittings the Visitation Team wrote and submitted its
findings and recommendations to the 1st defendant since July
2026. Unfortunately, the 1st defendant has again hidden the
Report of the Visitation Team and thereby failed to discharge
his constitutional duty to submit the findings and
recommendations of the Visitation Team to the Episcopal
Synod which would have also submitted it to the Standing
Committee of the Church of Nigeria and thereafter to the
General Synod for a final and binding resolution of the matter.
The 1st defendant bluntly refused to comply with the
provisions of sections 75(3)(4)(5) and 76(3)(4)(5) of the
Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion), 2020. This continuous refusal to comply with the
provisions of the said constitution truncated the internal
DISPUTE RESOLUTION mechanism designed to amicably
resolve disputes within the Church and made resort to this
court inevitable as the court 1s the last hope of the common
man to obtain justice until the intervention of God.

On 9th October, 2026, the 1st defendant acting in collaboration
with the 2nd defendant orally informed me that I have
performed very well in carrying out my duties as Bishop of
Diocese of Awka and that there are many laudable projects I
have completed which are eloquent testimonies of my
competence and ability. The first defendant further stated that
the Visitation Team did not make adverse findings against me
except that they found that there were “administrative errors”
in the running of the Diocese of Awka under my watch.
Consequently, the Ist defendant acting in collaboration with the
2nd defendant and in the presence of Archbishop Odutemu, the
Archbishop of Bendel Province, said that as the Primate of the
Church he must punish me for what he called “administrative
errors” noticed by the Visitation Team in the running of the
Diocese of Awka. The 1st defendant then said that he has

decided:
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23.

24.

25,

(a) that I should be suspended from my offices as Archbishop
of the Province of the Niger and Bishop of the Diocese of
Awka for four months, or

(b) that I should serve in those offices for another nine months
and thereafter be compulsorily retired,

(c) that I should choose which one of the two disciplinary
sanctions stated in (a) and (b) above I prefer or has chosen
and mform him on 19th October, 2026.

I was shocked and greatly disappointed that the 1st defendant

could boldly, unlawfully, unabashedly and unilaterally

determine to impose those disciplinary sanctions upon me for
no valid reason and without giving me my right of a fair trial
and fair hearing to defend myself or showing me a copy of the

Report submitted to him by the Visitation Team since July

2026, which I had earlier requested for and he refused to give

me. A copy of the letter of request for the Report signed by the

Chancellor of the Diocese of Awka, delivered to the 1st

defendant is hereto exhibited and marked Exhibited F.

I immediately challenged the 1st defendant’s proposed

disciplinary sanctions by asking him to show me where he

derived the power, authority and competence to unilaterally
impose or decide to impose such sanctions and to show me the
provision of the Constitution and Canons of the Church of

Nigeria (Anglican Communion), 2020 which empowered him

to make those decisions. Unfortunately, the defendants could

not point out the section in the said Constitution or any law that
gave the 1st defendant the power to make those decisions and
pronouncements and they refused to accede to my repeated
requests to be given a copy of the Report of the Visitation Team
to Diocese of Awka.

The first defendant is the person who personally signed the

Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria, 2020

(Exhibit B) into law and is fully aware of its provisions.
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26.

27,

28.

The defendants occupy the two topmost positions in the Church
of Nigeria (Anglican Communion), as Primate and Dean,
respectively, and are fully aware:

(a) that there are ten specifically mentioned and listed offences
in section 1 of CANON XVI for which a Primate, a
Provincial Archbishop, a Bishop, a Priest or a Deacon in the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) can be tried and,
if convicted, disciplined, as stated in paragraph §(4) above.

(b) that I have not been charged for any of the said ten offences
as contemplated by section 24 of Canon XVL

(c) that no Articles of Presentment accusing me of commission
of any of those ten offences has been brought against me or
delivered to the 1st defendant as contemplated by section 25
of CANON XVI.

(d) that I have not been tried and found guilty by a court
consisting of the Primate and the Bishops of the Church of
Nigeria in which the Primate presided, as required by
section 22 of CANON XVT of the said Constitution.

(e) that it is if and only if I had been tried and found guilty, that
disciplinary sanctions or measures could be imposed on me,
such as either admonition, censure, suspension, or
deprivation, or excommunication, as provided in section 30
of CANON XVI of the said Constitution.

(f) that by virtue of section 4 of Canon X of the said
Constitution, I am entitled to remain in office as Bishop of
the Diocese of Awka until I attain the age of 70 (seventy)
years.

The defendants’ conduct in seeking, by all unlawful means, to

remove or suspend me from my offices as Archbishop of the

Province of the Niger and Bishop of the Diocese of Awka

before attaining the constitutionally guaranteed retirement age

of seventy years is borne out of mischief, envy, wickedness and
hatred for no just cause.

Because the defendants are unrelenting and resolutely

determined to actualize their evil intentions against me and

12




thereby truncate my vested right to retire from service at the
age of 70 years, I have instituted this action in this court for
redress,

29. Unless this honourable court expeditiously grants me the reliefs
I am seeking in this suit, I would suffer irreparable,
irretrievable and outrageous damage and injury and injustice
which no monetary award can assuage.

30. I do solemnly and sincerely declare that I make this solemn
declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and
by virtue of the provisions of the Oaths Act.

/ o P‘——M_-_________.,...._n-..
/J?:f_-————-——m—"n

DEPONENT

Sworn at the High Court Registry,‘
Awka, this % day of October, 2026.

BEFORE M

N
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MEMBERSHIP

SECRETARIAT

THE CHURCH
OF NIGERIA
(ANGLICAN
COMMUNION)

ORDERS OF
MINIETRY

Chureh of Nigeria {Anglican Communion} Constitution and Cahons 2020

3)

(4)

Subject to any Canon or Regulation made in. that
behalf, the membership of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican ~ Communion) shall be open to all
persons who accept the aims and objectives, the
doctrines and the Constitution of the Church,

The Secretariat of the Church of Nigeria shall be in
the Pederal Capital Territory, Abuja which shall
also be the headquarters of the Church of Nigeria
and the seat of the Archbishop, Primate and

Metropolitan of Nigeria.

(1)  The Church of Nigeria shall be in full
communion with all Anglican Churches
Dioceses and Provinces that hold and-
maintain the Historic Faith, Doctrine,
Sacrament and Discipline of the one Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church as the Lord
has commanded in His holy word and as the
same are received as taught in the Book of
Common Prayer and the Ordinal of 1662 and
in the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion.

(2)  In the interpretation of the aforementioned
formularies and in all questions of Faith,
Doctrine and Discipline, the decisions of the
Eeclesiastical tribunals of the Church of
Nigeria shail be final.

The Church of Nigeria shall have three Orders of
the Ministry, namely:

()  Bishops who shall have a special
responsibility and authority for the
preservation of the truth of the doctrine of
the Church for the purity of its life, and the
worthiness of its worship;

(b)  the Priests who in co-operation with and
under the guidance of the Bishops have a
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special responsibility for preaching thel
word of God and administering the Holy,
Sacraments and generally for the cure off

souls; and

() the Deacons, who have a specmll
respons1bﬂ1ty for the care of the poor and) ]
distressed, for the instruction of the young

and the ignorant and for giving assistance ’co ‘

the Priests in Divine Service,

CHAPTER 11
THE GENERAL SYNOD

FOWERS 5. The General Synod as hereby constituted, shall baf
the Legislative body of the Church of Nigeria andR ,
every enactment, resolution or directives thereoﬁ
shall be binding upon the Church of Nigeria and on
every Province, Diocese, Officer, and member -

thereof.

COMPOSITION 6. The General Synod shall consist of:

(a)  the House of Bishops;

(b}  the House of Clergy; and
(c}  the House of Laity 1
constituted in accordance with the provisions of #
this Constitution. 5

Hous or 7, The House of Bishops shall consist of:

(a)  the Archbishop, Metropohtan and Primate
of the Church of Nigeria;

(b} - theDeanof the Church of Nigeria;

()  theProvincial Archbishops;

(d) all Serving Bishops of the Church off§]
Nigeria; and

{e)  retired Bishops who are not engaged inj

Q)

e

Ao A e,




ROUSHE OF
CLERGY

HOUSE OF
EAITY

FILLING CF
VACANCIES
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10.

)

@)

remunerative work outside the ordained
Ministry: provided that they shall have no
right to Vote.

The House of Clergy shall consist of Priests
and Deacons who hold the Licence of the
Bishop of the Diocese they represent, elected
in such manner and in accordance with such
rules as the Diocesan Synod may make in
that behalf,

Unless the General Synod or the Standing
Committee otherwise decides, every
Diocese shall be represented by two Clerical
representatives.

The House of Laity shall consist of such
communicant members of the Church of the
age of eighteen years and above elected or
appointed Lay Representatives of the
Diocese they represent in such manner and
in accordance with such rules as the
Diocesan Synod may make in that behalf,

Unless the General Synod or the Standing
Cominittee otherwise decides, every
Diocese shall be represented by three Lay
representatives which shall include the
Chancellor and at least one woman.

Each Diocese shall make rules to provide for the
filling of wvacancies in - Clerical and Lay
representation of the Diocese which may occur
through death, resignation, loss of qualification or
any other cause between the time of the election or
appointment and the subsequent meeting of the
General Synod.
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MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL SYNOD

SESSIONS 11

PRESIDENT OF 12
THE GENERAY *
SYNOD

13.

NOTEICE OF
GENERAL
SYNOD

- place every THREE years; provided that tif

Ordinary Sessions of the General Synod shall ta]

General Synod shall meet whenever ¢
Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate decidg
that the circumstances of the Church require it -
provided also that the General Synod shail jf
summoned by the Archbishop, Metropolitan
Primate whenever requested to do so by at lea '}
one-third of the membership of a House. __'_:3

i
-
f|.
|

(1)  The Primate of the Church of nger
(Anglican Communion) shall be Presideff
ofthe General Synod and shall preside ata :
sessions thereof,

(2)  During a vacancy in the office of Primate§
the absence of the Primate from any meeti
of the General Synod or any Committ
Council, Board or Commission constitute}
under the Constitution or any Canon, unlei§
othetwise provided, the Dean of the Churdlf
of Nigetia or in his absence the Provinc
Archbishop senior by presentation
Archbishop, and if none be present,
Bishop senior by consecration, shall presidgf |

(1)  The Primate shall give to all the Blshopsc :
the Church of Nigeria at least six calends
months notice of every ordinary session
the General Synod, and the Bishop of ead
Diocese shall cause such notice to J
published throughout his Diocese and set
to all members of the General Synod in bi
Diocese through their registered addres
within four weeks of receiving such not
provided that when a special session of tlj

S T
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MAJORITY
WHERE VOTING
1§ BY HOUSES

PROLOCUTOR
AND CITAIRMAN OF
HOUSE OF LATEY

TENURE OF
MIEMBERS

FAILURE 1IN
REPRESENTATION
NQOT TO INVALIDATE
PROCEEDING

17.

18.

19,

20.

orelected,

Where voting is by Houses the assent of (hg
majority of members present of each of the threg
Houses shall be necessary. '

1

(1y  During every session of the General Syno
the House of Clergy shall elect one of i
members as Prolocutor, to preside over th
House of Clergy and over ajoint assembly c§

the Clergy and Laity and the House of Laifg

shall elect one of its members as Chairmarg

to preside over the House of Laity, shot

the Houses of the General Synod dehbera i

separately.

i

ety

(2)  Where a vacancy occurs with respect to i
Prolocutor or the Chairman of the House @
Laity before the holding of the Geneng
Synod, that House shall elect one of f_"
members to fill the vacancy for tif
remainder of the session of the Genef
Synod.
The members and officers of the General Synd

from the Houses of Clergy and of Laity shall rema’
in office until their successors have beena ppoznle

No proceedings or enactment or resolution of % |
General Synod or of any House, Committeg
Commission or Body thereof shall be invalidated!
by any vacancy in the membership of the bod
concerned or by any defect in the qualificatiof
election or appointment of any member thereq
nejther shall failure or neglect on the part of aig
such representatives to attend invalidate thg
enactments or resolutions of the General Syn@_
which enactments and resolutions shall have (]
same force in that Diocese ag if such representatlv

had been present.
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CHAPTER HI
FUNCTIONS, JURISDICTION AND POWERS
‘ OF THE GENERAL SYNOD
O 511 CANERAL 21, (1)  Itshall bethe duty of the Generai Synod -

OF THE GENERAL
SYNOD

(a)  to consider matters concerning the Church
of Nigeria and make provision for the
administration of its affairs and for the
promotion of the spiritual welfare and well
being of its members by Canons,
Regulations, Resolutions, Directives or
other instruments as may be appropriate;
and

(b} toconsider and express their opinion on any
matters of religious or public interest.

(2)  Notwithstanding the functions of the

POWER TQ

DETAULTING General Synod specified in subsection (1) of

DIOCHSES: this section, the General Synod may suspend
a Diocese from attending the General Synoc
or any meeting of the Standing Committee if
it has defaulted in the payment of its annual
assessment to the Church of Nigeria
consistently for a period of two years.

LEGISLATIVE POWER 22, For the avoidance of doubt, the General Synod as

hereby constituted shall be the legislative body of
the Church of Nigeria and every enactment,
resolution or directive of the said Synod shall have
effect and be binding upon the Church, every
Ecclesiastical Province or Diocese therein and upon
all officers and members thereof and, subject as
hereinafter provided the General Synod shall have
authority and jurisdiction in all matters affecting in
any way, the general in terest and well-being of the
whole Church and in particular;
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@)

(i)

{viif)

(ix)

the coristitution and organisation of the
General Synod including the regulation of
the time and place of its meetings, the order
and conduct of its proceedings, and the
appointment, functions and duties of ifs
officers, committees and other organs;

the national characler, constitution,
integrity and autonomy of the Church of

Nigeria;

the relations of the Church to other religious
bodies in Nigeria and elsewhere;

the relations of the Church to other
Churches of the Anglican Communiorn;

the election, retirement or resignation of the
Primate of the Chutch of Nigeria, the
Provincial Archbishops and Diocesan
Bishops including the consecration of
Diocesan Bishops;

discipline of Clergy and of Laity of the
Church of Nigeria;

the constitution and powers of and
procedure in corts of ori ginal and appellate
jurisdiction for the trial of offences and the

enforcement of judgements;

#he revision, adaptation and publication ofa
Book of Common Prayer and a Hymnal for

the Church;

the establishment of minimum standards of
theological education for Postulants with at
least WASC/SSC, GCE with five (5) credits
which shall include English Language and
Christian Religious Knowledge for training

pge@ |
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(i)
{xii}

(xiii)

(xiv)

requirement in recognized Church of
Nigeria theological institutions and issuance
of registration numbers from the Church of

Nigeria after ordination;

the 1'egu1a’cidn of inter-diocesan transfer of
clergy;

the relinquishiment or abandonment ot the
Ministry of the Church;

the administration of all funds and trusts
established inrespect of the Church;

the administration of a group insurance plan
for the benefit of the Clergy and lay
employees of the Church;

the sub-division of the Church into more
Internal Provinces and the constitution of
any number of Dioceses into a new Internal
Province provided that no new nternal
Province shall consist of less than ten
Dioceses and that such separate Dioceses
shall be geographically contiguous and
related to one another by such common
organs as the General Synod may determine.
There are fourteen Internal Provinces as
specified in the Schedule hereto which shall
include such other new Diocese or Dioceses
created hereafter out of the Dioceses listed
within the Provinces therein and such other
Internal Provinces as may be created from
time totime:

Provided that current Internal Provinces
with [ess than fifteen Dioceses may continue
toremain as Internal Provinces.
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(xv)

(xvi)

(xvii)

exclusive authority and jurisdiction in
respect of all matters of common congern to
the whole Church as well as matters
affecting relations between the Church and
the Dioceses and between the Dioceses
including (without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing) the subdivision
of Dioceses and of Provinces, the re-
arrangement of existing Dioceses and
Provinces and the creation of new Dioceses
and all such other matters that affect the
communion of the Diocesss with one
ancther as the General Synod shall think fit;

after such consultation as may be deemed
necessary by the General Synod, the
determination of the location of
headquarters of Dioceses, Ecclesiastical
Provinces and of the Church of Nigeria
including power to relocate such
headquarters; and

either by itself or its Standing Committee to
give directives either directly or through the
Archbishop and Primate to any person
appointed to, or holding any office under
this Constitution or the Constitution of an
Ecclesiastical Province or of a Diocese
therein on any matter appearing to it to
relate to any powers conferred on it by this
Constitution, or to the well-being of the
Church, and it shall be the duty of any such
officer or person to carry out such directive.
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CHAPTER IV
FAITH AND ORDER

ety 23. A provision touching doctrinal formulae of the
service or ceremonies of the Church of Nigeria or
the administration of the sacraments or sacred rites
thereof shall, before it is finally approved by the
General Synod, be referred to the House of
Bishops, and shall be submitted for such final
approval in terms proposed by the House of
Bishops and not otherwise. |

A Bs AN 24.  An Article or Canon or Regulation for permanent
changes  in the services of Baptism or FHoly

SYNGDS
Communion or in the Ordinal, or a scheme for a
constitutional union or a permanent and
substantial change of relationship between the
Church of Nigeria and another Christian Body,
being a body a substantial number of whose
members reside in Nigeria, shall not be finally
appraved by the General Synod unless at a stage
detérmined by the Archbishop, Metropolitan and
Primate, the Article or Canon or Regulation or
Scheme, or the substance of the proposals
embodied therein, shall have received the approval
of the Diocesan Synods of at least two-thirds of the

Dioceses of the Church of Nigeria.

Tk o 25,  The House of Bishops or Episcopal Syhod shall
have power to make such adaptations and

BISHOPS
abridgements of, and addition to, the services of the
Church as may be required from time to time and
the General Synod may prescribe the manner,
extent and circumstances in which a Bishop may
authorise the use of any alterations in a service
approved by the House of Bishops:

Provided that such issues as are raised in sections

23, 24 and 25 of this Constitution are first referred to
the Theological and Doctrinal Department or

pg-@
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~of his presentation or when he attains the
age of seventy years, whichever first occurs;

or

(c)  having given nofice of his intention to resign
or retire, the Dean shall in consultation with

the Episcopal Synod accept the resignation;
or

(d)  upon representation made to the Dean by
one third of the Diocesan Bishops that his
appointment be terminated or he is required
to- retire by a resolution supported by a
majority of two-thirds of the General Synod:
Provided that he shall be given the fullest
opportunity to defend himself against any
charges thatmay have been brought against

him,
OB HH ARCEBIOHOP, 29. (1) In addition to his functions as Diocesan
METROPOLITAN Bishop, the Primate shall have the following
functions -

(a} to have a general authority and
supervision over the whole of the
Church of Nigeria in accordance with
the provisions of this. Constitution
and the Canons of the Churchy;

(b)  to confirm the appointment of any
person duly elected a Bishop in the
Church of Nigeria and to arrange for
his consecration if he be not already

cotsecrated;

(cj  to preside when he is so required by
Regulations pertaining thereto at the
hearing of appeals in accordance
with the provisions of this
Constitution concerning the trial of
Bishops, the Clergy, and the Laity
and also on other occasions when the
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House of Bishops sits asa court.

(d)  to visit officially the Dioceses of the
Church of Nigeria whether at the
invitation of the Bishop of the Diocese |
oron his owninitiative;

(e)  torepresent the Church of Nigeria in
its relationship with the rest of the
Anglican Communion and other
Churches in communion with it and
on its behalf to correspond with other
Metropolitans;

(f)  to perform such other functions
prescribed by this Constitution or as
may from time to time be entrusted to
him by the General Synod or the

Standing Committee, )
LR OF (2)  The tenure of the Primate shall be in accordance -
with the provisions of the Canons or Regulations
made inrespect thereof by the General Synod. %
CHATPTER VI
OFFICE OF THE DEAN
T DEAN OF 30. (1)  There shall be for the Church of Nigeria, a
OF NIGBRIA Dean who shall be elected in accordance
with the provisions of Clauses 2 and 3 of
CanonlIL

(2} During the illness or other incapacity of the
Primate, the Dean of the Church of Nigeria
shall perform all the duties of the Primacy., :

(3)  In the absence of the Primate from any

meeting of General Synod or any
Committee, Council, Board or Commission,

-®
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required or authorized by this Constitution
to be made, and consistently with this
Constitution, for the meetings, business and -
procedure of the General Synod.

{2)  Provision may be made by the Standing
Orders that the exercise of any power of the
General Synod to suspend the Standing
Orders or any of them shall require the
assent of such a majority of the members of .
the whole Synod present and voting as may |
be specified in the Standing Order.

(3)  Standing Orders of the General Synod may
provide for separate siftings of any of the
three Houses or joint sittings of any two .
Houses and as to who is to take the Chair at |
any such separate or joint sitting,

(4)  Bach House may make, amend and revoke :
Standing Orders to regulate its own
proceedings. F

CHAPTER IX
BCCLESIASTICAL PROVINCES

PoCLaG e 33. (1)  There shall be for each Feclesiastical
ARCHBISHOP 1 i 1

AND TEN O Pfovn*'u:e .of the (?hurch of Nigeria, an
OF OFEICE Beclesiastical Archbishop.

(2)  The tenure of office of an Feclesiastical
Archbishop shall be in accordance with the
Canons and Regulations made in respect
thereof by the General Synod,

(3)  There shall be for each Eeclesiastical
Province created within the Church of
Nigeria, a Provincial Council which shall

consist of:

@
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34.

35.

(8)

(b)

the Provincial Archbishop who shall preside
as the Chairmary :

all Bishops of the Church of Nigeria having
Seps within the Beclesiastical Province;

Suffragan or Assistant Bishops within the
Peclesiastical Provinee but shall have no
right to vote when the Diocesan Bishop is

present;

one Clergyman from each Diocese elected at
the Diocesan Synod;

two lay members, one of whom shall be a
woman, from each Diocese elected at the

Diocesan Synod;

any such person not exceeding two to be co-
opted on ad hoc basis for their expertise; but
they shallhave no right to vote.

The Provincial Council shall meet on regular basis
as determined by each Province or as provided by

the Canons.

The exact territorial limits of each Ecclesiastical
Province and of each Diocese therein as well as the
location of the Headquarters of the same shall be
determined by the General Synod or its Standing

Committee,

(1)

The Provincial Archbishop shall preside
over meetings of the Provincial Council or
in his absence, the next most serdor Bishop
by consecration shall preside.

Any dispute within a Diocese which cannot
be satisfactorily resolved by the Diocesan

Pg-@
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Bishop shall first be referred by an aggrieved
party to the appropriate Provincial
Archbishop. '

(3)  If the dispute is between two Dioceses of
which one is where the Provincial
Archbishop is the Bishop or if itinvolves the
person of the Archbishop, then the next
most senior Bishop by consecration in the
Province will preside over the dispute, if all
these fail, then the Primate or his
nominee, will preside,

Provincial Councils shall have authority and
jurisdiction to meet as often as occasions may
demand either on the invitation of the Provincial
Archbishop or at the request of two Bishops to
discuss all matters of general interest and the well-
being of the Church within their territorial
jurisdiction and to implement their decisions on the

following matters:
(1)  thetrainingof priests;

(2} the location of newly trained priestsl within
the Province where applicable;

(3)  inter-diocesan transfer of priests;
(4}  pensionand gratuities;
(5)  maintenance of common institutions;

(6)  co-operation with other Eeclesiastical
Provinces within the Church of Nigeria.

(7)  such other maiters as may be delegated by
the General Synod.

Pg-@
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CHAPTER X

GENERAL SYNOD AND DIOCESES

37.  The General Synod shall have poWér -

(&)

(b)

to create new Dioceses out of the existing
Dioceses within Nigeria;

to create Missionary Dioceses within and
outside Nigeria;

to create convocations, chaplaincies of like-
minded faithfuls outside Nigeria and
appoint persons within or outside Nigeria to
administer them and the Primate shall give
Episcopal oversight;

to adjust the boundaries of existing
Dioceses;

to create non-geographic Dioceses as may
become necessary with respect to
missionary exigencies;

to incorporate into the Church of Nigeria

. any Diocese inany adjacent country;

to encourage Diocesan growth to full
organisation; and

to approve all Diocesan Constitutions in
such a manner that, while giving full liberty
to meet local conditions and desires, a
degree of uniformity in Diocesan
Constitutions as may be desirable for the
well-being of the Church, issecured.
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DIOCESAN 38

SYNOD

MISSIONARY 39

DIOCESE

BXTENTOF 40
DIOCESAN .
AUTONOMY

Every full fledged Diocese shall have a Diocesan
Synod consisting of the Diocesan Bishop, a House

of Clergy and a House of Laity and a Constitution .

approved by the General Synod to govern its
administration.

{1)  AMissionary Diocese shall be governed by a -
Bishop and a Council whose membership |
and powers shall be determined by the i
Bishop subject to the approval of the |

Primate,

(2) A Missionary Diocese may become a full "-
fledged Diocese after three vears of its

inauguration subject to the approval of the
Primate.

The General Synod shall allow the Dioceses to deal
with matters which concern only the members of |

the Church within each Diocese: Provided that no
enactment of any Diocesan Synod shall have any

force in the Diocese if it conflicts with any
enactment made by the General Synod,

CHAPTER XI

ELECTION AND TENURE OF BISHOPS

CFFICEOFTHEBISHOP 41
BLECTION OF
BISHOPS 42.

There shall be in each full fledged Diocese and
Missionary Diocese of the Church of Nigeria, the
Office of the Bishop.

Every Bishop of Church of Nigeria shall be elected
by the Episcopal Synod in accordance with the
procedure laid down in the Canons and
Regulations made under this Constitution but such
election shall not take effect until the same is
confirmed by the Archbishop, Metropolitan and
Primate,
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43,

44,

45,

In the event of the translation, retirement, death
or any reason of permanent incapacity of a Bishop,
there shall be elected a new Bishop soon thereaftet.

The tenure of office of a Bishop shall be in
accordance with the provisions of the Canon or
Regulations made in respect thereof by the General

Synod.

A Bishop for any Diocese and Mission may be
elected from among the Bishops or Clergy of any
Diocese of the Church of Nigeria or of any other
Diocese in communion with the Church of Nigeria,

CHAPTER XII

OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL SYNOD

46,

(1) The Officers of the General Synod shall be:

(a)  the Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate
of the Church of Nigeria;
the Dean of the Church of Nigeria;

T

{c the Provincial Archbishops;

(d)  theRegistrar of the Church of Nigeria;

(e)  theChancellor of the Churchof Nigeria;

(fi  the General Secretary of the Church of
Nigeria;

(g)  theTreasurer of the Church of Nigeria;

(hy  theClerical Secretary;

(i)  theLaySecretary;

0 the Prolocutor; and

(k}  the Chairmanofthe House of Laity.

There shall be a Registrar of the Church of Nigeria,
who shall be elected by the General Synod from the
members of the House of Laity for the duration of
the Synod, and who shall be a member of the legal
profession of wide and considerable experience of
not less than fifteen years post-call experience.

Pg-@
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CHANCEHLLOR (3 )
BLECTION OF a7
TREASURER :
APPOINTMENT 48
OFJOINT .
AUDITORS

There shall be a Chancellor for the Church of
Nigeria, who shall be the Chancellor of the Diocese:
of which the Primateis a Diocesan Bishop, and who |
shall be a member of the legal profession of wide
considerable experience of not less than fifteen

years post-call experience, |

1)

(2

1

@)

During the meetings of each sesgion, theg
General Synod shall elect one of its members
as Treasurer who shall -

(8)  be a qualified accountant with not |

less than ten years post qualification
and professional experience; and

(b)  serve until the beginning of the next _

ordinary session.

In the event of his being unable to serve, the
Primate, after consultation with the
Prolocutor and the Chairman of the House
of Laity, shall appoint a member to act unti]
the next ordinary session of the Genera)

Synod,

The Treasurer shall within nine months of
the end of the year, submit to the Standing
Committee or the Genera) Synod, the annual
financial statements of the Church of Ni geria

for the preceding year,

During the meetings of each session, the
General Synod shall appoint Joint Auditors
who shall serve until the beginning of the
nextordinary session.

The Joint Auditors shall -

(a) be qualified accountants with not
less than ten years post
qualification and professional
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APPOINTMENT OI GENERAL
SECRETARY AND DEPUTY
GENERAL SECRETARY

49,

(1)

expetience;

(b) audit the financial statements of
the Church of Nigeria;and

(c) present the audit report to the
Standing Commitiee.

There shall be established for the Church of
Nigeria a Secretariat which shall be headed
by a (General Secretary who shall be a
Clergyman in Priests’ Order not below the
status of an Archdeacon appointed by the
Standing Committee on full time basis for a
texmn. of five years and upon such terms as it
shall deem fit.

It shall be the duty of the General Secretary

to:

(a} attend meetings of the General
Synod and of the Standing
Comumittee of the General Synod
and of any other Committee or
body appointed by the Standing
Committee as the Primate shall

direct; and

{b) carry out such administrative or
other duties as the Primate or the
Standing Committee shall from
time to time direct.

There shall be appointed by the Standing
Committee a Deputy General Secretary on
full time basis and upon such terms as it shall

deem fit.
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51.

52,

53,

new Diocese in between two General
Synods, the Diocesan Synod concerned shall
elect one clerical and one lay member to
represent the Diocese.

(3)  The Primate shall be Chairman of the
Standing Committee while the General
Secretary shall be Secretary to the

Comumittee.

It shall be the duty of the Standing Committee toact
on behalf of the General Synod between sessions of
the Synod, to advise the Primate in regard to such
matters as he may think fit to refer to it, or that the
Standing Committee may desire to bring to the
notice of the Primate assist him in drawing up the
agenda of the General Synod and carrying into
offect the resolutions, programimes and policies of
the General Synod and to administer the common
fund of the Church, receive the annual accounts of
the Treasurer of the Church of Ni geria and the
auditor's report to be presented by the Joint
Auditors: provided that all decisions of the
Standing Committee shall be liable to be reviewed

by the General Synod.

(1)  There shall be for the General Synod, a
Committee of Reference which shall be
constituted at every session of the (eneral

Synod.

(2)  The membership and functions of the
Committee of Reference shall be as specified
in Clause 20 of Canon XIV of this

Constitution and Canons.

The General Secretary of the General Synod shall

prepare a written report in summary form of all
[ i T sead A d Annle arith Tr $le Ctandine
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55.
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Committee since the last regular meeting of the
General Synod not less than thirty days prior to
each regular meeting of the General synod which
shall be presented by the General Secretary at the
session of the General Synod.

CHAPTER XIV
DISCIPLINE

The General Synod shall have exclusive power fo
make provisions with regard to discipline and in
particular -

(8)  to prescribe and define offences for which a
Bishop, Priest, Deacon or member of the
Laity of the Church of N: igeria may be triad:
and

(b)  to determine the constitution and rules of

procedure of Diocesan, Provincial and final
appellate Tribunals for the exercise of
Beclesiastical discipline and establish a final
Courtof Appeal for the purpose.

Any Bishop, Priest, Deacon or Laity of the Church
of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) against whom a
charge is brought shall be tried i accordance with
provisions of the relevant Canons on Discipline,

CHAPTER XV

FUNDS AND PROPERTY: TRUSTEES

56.

(1) There shall be a body known as “The
Registered Trustees of the Church of Ni geria
(Anglican Communion)” which shall have
perpetual succession and may ste and be
sued in its corporate name,
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(b) ti-a Dean of the Church of Nigerie;

() the Registrar of the Church of
Nigeria;

(d) the (General Secretary of the
Church of Nigeria.

With effect from the registrstion of the Trustees
under the Compenies ard Allied Matters Act, 1999,
all property of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Com muniom) movaple or immovable, real or
personal, shall become vested in the Registered
Tmsf es of the Church of Nigeria (Anglicen
Communion) for and on behalf of the General

Synod.
The Primate of the Church shall be the Chairman
of the Registered Trustees.

The Registered Trustees shall have a corporate seal
which shall e under the custody of the Registrar of
the Church of Nigeria and shall be used with the
attestation of at least four Trustees, but with the
unanimous consent in writing of all Trustees:

Provided that in the event of the failure of Trustees
to obtain a-unanimous agreement, the ‘General
Synod by .a simple majority, or the Standing
Committee by two-thirds majority, may grant
approvalfor the use of the seal,
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TRoSTES 7L (1)
@
OROTEER 72 (1)
TRUSTEES

) @

):‘E: %y
o :
R 5

Every Diocesan Synod, or Diocesan Trusts’ i
Board appointed by such Synod, shall bea !
body authorised to exercise on behalf of the |
General Synod, the powers designated in
this Constitution and hereafter in respect to
propetty given or acquired for the benefit of
the Church in that Diocese.

All Diocesan Trustees shall carry out the
objects of the Trusts in such manner,
consistent with the terms of the Trust, as the
several Diocesan Synods shall, from time to :

time, direct.

The Genetal Synod, or the Episcopal Synod,
Board, Committee, or other Body, acting +~
under its authority may, from time to time, -
appoint a Trustee or Trustees, for the whole

or any portion of the property held in Trust;
and may from time to time, as often as it shall
think proper, cancel and revoke every such
appointment, and may appoint another
Trustee, or other Trustees, in the place of all

or any one or more of the Trustees named in,

or thereafter to be appointed by, or on behalf
of, ’the said General Synod. g

Any Trustee or Trustees may, under the
authority of the General Synod, as pr 0V1ded

in the forégoing section sell, and absoluteiy
dispose of, either fogether or in parcels, and

.« eitherby. publics salé'or private contrack, all or

- aty patt of the sald, Trust Property inrespect
.of-which no Trust shall have.been creafed
mconsistent with the exercise of this preSem:
. power: orL by the lke duectmn may

i exchange the said property, or any part

therebf, for any, other freehold oi quittent
Iands, tenemehts, or hmedltamen’fs, and. -
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give (out of any money in their hands,
applicable to such purpose) or receive any
meoney by way of equality or exchange, and
may execute all such transfer as may be
requisite for effectuating such sale or
exchange; or, by the like direction may
mortgage the sald property or any part
thereof:

Provided, always that all money arising
from such sale, or received by any Trustee or
Trustees for equality or exchange, as
aforesaid, after payment of the costs and
expenses, payable by such Trustee or
Trustees in relation to such sale or exchange
shall be expended in the absolute purchase
of other freehold or quitrent lands,
tenements, or hereditaments; or, failing such
purchase, then under the special leave and
sanction of the said General Synod, or of the
Synod, Board, Committee, or other Body
acting on its behalf, such Trustees or Trustee
may invest and put out at interest, on good
and sufficient security, any money arising as
‘aforesaid.

All property which shall be so purchased, or
received in exchange, as aforesaid, and all
such investments as are provided for in the
foregoing section, shall be held by the
Trustees or Trustee, in whom it shall become
vested, upon such trusts as the property soto
be sold or given. in exchange was held

subject to:
Provided nevertheless, that subject to any
provisions of the trust to the conirary, the

General Synod, or the Synod, Board,
committee, or other Body acting in its behalf

)
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4)

5)

may, in respect to the peculiar circumstances
of any case, allocate any of the moneys

mentioned in the two foregoing section, to

purposes in the same Diocese other than
those provided in the said sections, such

purposes being always, as far as practicable, |
of the same nature as those which were |

contemplated in the original Trust,

The receipt, in writing, of any Trustees or

Trustee shall be a good and effectual §
discharge for all money paid to them, orhim |

under or by virtue of these presents and shall

exonerate the person or persons paying such |

money from all obligation of seeing to the

application thereof, and from all liability on

account of the loss, mis-application, or non-
application thereof: and it shall be

incumbent on any purchaser or other f

person, to or with whom such sale,
exchange, or lease as aforesaid shall be
made, to inquire as to the necessity for, or
propriety of such sale, exchange, or
lease, .

Bvery Trustee shall be chargeable for such

- money only as he shall actually have

received, although he shall have joined in
any receipt for money received by any Co-
Trustee. He shall not be liable for any loss

which may arise by reason of any Trust

money being deposited in the hands of any
Banker or Agent, or from the insufficiency or
deficiency of any security upon which the
Trust money, or any part thereof, may be
invested, nor for any loss in the execution of
the Trust, unless the same shall happen
through his own wilful neglect or default.
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CHAPTER XVI
‘ WELFARE COMMITTEE
LT A PLISHMENT " 73, (1)  There shall be established for the Chuzrch of
‘fc"gmw Nigeria and every Diocese, Mission and
Convocation of the Church, a Welfare
Committee, in this Chapter referred to as
“the Committee.

(2)  The Committee shall cater for the welfare

needs of -
(a) Church workers;
(b) the poor, needy, workers, widows

and widowers, orphans and other
vulnerable members of the

Church,
(3)  Thefundsof the Committee shall consist of -
(a) monies as may be determined by

the General Synod, Standing
Committee or the Diocesan Board,

respectively;
(k) donations, contributions; and
(9 grants.

(4)  Theconditionsattached tothe making of the grants,
donations or contributions, shall not be infmical to
the aimns, objectives and fundamental principles of

the Church of Nigeria.

(5)  Members of the Committeeshall be elected at every
Standing Committee or Diocesan Synod, Mission
or Convocation Council, respectively.

S
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(6) .

)

()

In the Diocese, each Archdeaconry within

~ the Diocese shall be represented by the

Archdeacon.

The annual budget of the Church of Nigetia
and each Diocese, Mission or Convocation
in the Church of Nigeria shall contain a
substantial allocation to the respective

Committee.

The Church of Nigeria Committee, the
Diocese, Mission or Convocation
Committee shall each be constituted by the
General Synod or the Standing Committee
or the Diocesan Synod, Mission or
Convocation Coungil.

The Standing Committee and the Diocesan
Board, Mission or Convoceation Council
shall each lay down general policies and
additional guidelines as to who may benefit
from the welfare programme and in what
circumstances, :

The Committee of the General Synod,
Standing Comunittee and each of the
Diocesan Synod, Mission or Convocation
Council shall each present an annual report
to the General Synod, the Standing
Committee and the Diocesan Synod,
Mission or Convocation Council on its
activities ineach year.
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CHAPTER XVI
DISPUTE RESOLUTION

(1)

2)

(4)

(5)

Where a member Of organisation of the
Church of Nigeria is aggtieved by any act ot
decision of his local church/parish or his
Vicar or other persons oF Organs of his local
church, he shall forward a written report of
his grievance to the Bishop of the Diocese.

If the member is illiterate and cannot write,
he may make an oral report to the Bishop,
who shall direct ary of his gtaff to reduce the

complaintinto writing.

The Bishop shall send the complaint to the
affected local church/ parish, Vicar oOr
person or organ complained against and the
caid local church/parisi, shall within
twenty-one days of receipt of the complaint,
deliver to the Bishop its response toeachand
every pointraised in the complaint.

[f the Bishop is of the opinion, after receipt of

the response from the local church or Vicar
ot person or organ complained against, that
the matter is minor, he may proceed fo settle
the matter.

Where the Bishop is of the opinion that the
matter is serious, he shall constitute a Five-
Man Committee of persons of high repute, of
clerical and lay status, to be headed by the
Chancellor of the Diocese, and in the absence

of the Chancellor, the Registrar or any legal’
officer of the Diocese to look into the dispute.

and report its findings and
recommendations fo the Bishop.
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75,

(6)

)

The Bishop shall, after due consideration of
the findings and recommendations of the
Committee, take such decision as he may
deemed fit under the circumstance.

Where the complaint is against the acts or
omissions of the Bishop of the Diocese, then
the complaint, in writing, shall be made to
the Primate who shall forward same to the
Bishop and-call for his response.

The concerned Bishop shall deliver his
response to the allegations not lfater than
twenty-one days after receipt of the
complaint from the Primate who shall
thereafter set up a Seven-Man Cominittee,

| comprising of at least three Bishops and

three Chancellors, (none for the Diocese of
the Bishop concerned) to look into the matter
and report back to the Primate within a

period of fourteen days.

The Primate shall, within fourteen days of
the - submission of the findings and the
recommendations of the Committee, submit
same to the Episcopal Synod for

consideration.

The Episcopal Synod may after the
consideration of the report review, modify,
reject or adopt the recommendations which
shall be subject to the approval of the
Standing Comumittee.

The approval of the Standing Committee
referred to in  subsection (4) of this Section
shall be subject to ratification by the General

- Synod whose decision on the matter shall be

final and binding,
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response, the Dean ghall constitute a Seven-
Man Committee which shall be made up of
three Archbishops, the Registrar of the
Chuzch of Nigeria and three Chancellors to
look into the dispute and report its findings
and recommendations to the Dean.

The Dean shall, within fourteen days of the
submigsion of the findings and the
recommendations of the Comimittee, submit

same to the Bpiscopal Synod for.

consideration,

The Bpiscopal Synod may, after the
consideration of the report review, modify,
reject or adopt the recommendatjons which
shall be subject to the approval of the

Standing Comumittee.

The approval of the Standing Committee
referred to in subsection (4) of this Section
shall be subject to ratification by the General
Synod whose decision on the matter shall be

Wherever and whenever there is any dispute
or disagreement of whatever nature OF
description between two or more Dioceses,
the aggrieved Diocese(s) shall forward a
comprehensive report of its grievance to the
Primate, who shall thereupon send the
complaint to the other Diocese complained

against.

The Diocese complained against, shall not
later than twenty-one days after receipt of
the complaint, deliver to the Primate its
response to each and every point raised in

the complaint.

[
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The Primze shall, within fourtesn dayve of
the submission of the findings and
recommendaiions of the Commd thee, &
same to the Standing Comaryittes for

sconsideration. '

A il

(5} The Standing Committee may, after the
congideration of the report review, modily,
refect or adopt the recommendations which
shall be subject to ths Approval of th
Standing Committee.

{6} The approval of the Standing Committes
referred to in subsaciion (5) of this '
shall be subjec: o ratification by the
Syred vrhose decision en the maties shy
final and binding,
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v {3 Where &ty member, Clergy, Bishop, Diocegs )
cr Diocesan organisation js o ggrievad by any
act or decision of the Church of Nigeria or
any of her OTgans or principal officers of =+
M whatever nature or description, the
aggrieved Person or Diocese shall forward a
' _ _ written complaint/ petition of its grievance
’ - to the Primate,

(2} The Primate shall, within twenty-one days R
of the receipt of the complaint/ petition,

constitute a-Seven-Man Conumittee which
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commencement of this Constitution wa
subject to immediately before the
commencement of this Constitution and al
other persons shall have the same rights
powers and remedies against the Church of
Nigeria represented by the Registered
Trustees constituted by this Constitution as
they had against the Church of Nigeria
represented by the Registered Trustees
existing before the commencement of this

Constitution,

Any proceeding or cause of action pending
or existing immediately before "the
commencement of this Constitution, by on
against the Church of Nigeria represented|
by the Registered Trustees existing beforel
the commencement of this Constitution in
respect of any right, interest, obligation or;
Jiability of the Church of Nigeria existingé

hefore the commencement of this|

Constitution may be continued oras the case;
may be commenced and any determination|
of a court of law, tribural ot other authority]
or person may be enforced by or against the
Church of Nigeria represented by the.
Registered Trustees constituted by thig)
Constitution to the same extent that su'qui}l]
proceeding or cause of action ity
determination might have been continﬁed, -
commenced or enforced by ov against fhé:
Church of Nigeria represented by the |
Registered Trustees existing before the:
cornmencement of this Constitution. | ;
L

All assets, funds, resources and other |-
movable or immovabie property. r-which‘:f"-
immediately before the commencement. of’

this Constitution were vested in the Church,

e,
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DATE OF COMMENCEMENT g0
\

of Nigeria represented by the Registered
Trustees existing before the commencement
of this Constitution shall by virtue of this
Constitiution and without further agsurance,
be vested in the Church of Nigeria
represented by the Registered Trustees
constituted by this Constitution.

Any person who immediately before the
coming into force of this Constitution is the
holder of any office either by election or
appointment in the Church of Nigeria shall,
on the commencement of this Constitution,
continue in office and be deemed to have
been elected or appointed to his office by the
Church of Nigeria unless the authority by
which the person was so elected or
appointed, terminates the  election or

appointment.

The provisions of this Constitution and the Canons
of the Constitution shall be binding and take effect
from the 23" day of September, 2020.

$CHEDULE REFERRED TO IN SECTION 22

(PARAGRAPH XIV)

§/No

PROVINCE

DIOCESES WITHIN THE TOTAL

FPROVINCE

LAGOS

Lagos, Egba, ljebu, Remo, Yews, 13
Lagos-West, Badagry , [jebu
North, Lagos Mainland, Ifo, Egba
West , Aworl febu South West

OF THE NIGER

On the Niger, Awke, Nnewi, 9
Aguata,Ogbary, fhiala, Niger
West, Mbamili, Amichi

NIGER DELTA

Niger-Delta, Calabay, Uyo, Niger- 13
Delta-North, Niger Delta-West,
Okrika, Ahoada, Ogoni. Etche,
Ikwerre, Northern Tzon, Ogbia,
Evo ’

e e TS T
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IBADAN Ibadan, Ilesa, Osun, Ife, Oke-
Osun, Ibadan-North, Ibadan-
Seuth, Oyo, Ogbomoaso, Oke-
Ogun, Ajayi Crowther, Ife East,
Osun North, llesha South-West,
Ljesha North, Osun North East,
ljesa North-East

ONDO Ondo, Ekiti, Akoko, Owo, Akure,
. On the Coast, Bkiti-West, Ekiti-
Oke, Ilaje, Irele-Hse Odo, Ile-
Oluji, Idoani

17

i2

KADUNA Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Sokoto,
Kebbi, Dutse, Wusasa, Gusau,
Zaria, Bari, Ikara

11

OWERRT Owerri, Orlu, Mbaise, Isimbano,
Okigwe-South, Eglu, Ideate,
Ohaji/Egbema, On the Lake, Oz,
Okigwe, Ikeduru

12

BENDEL Benin, Asaba, Warr, Sabongida-
Ora, Ughelli, Oleh, Esan, Ika,
Western Izon, Alcko-Edo,
Btsako, Ndokwa, Sapele

13

|

ENUGH Bougu, Nsukka, Abakalildi, Qji
River, Awgu/Aningi, Entgu North,
Ngbo, Ikwo, Afikpo, Nike,
Udi, Eha~Amufu

12

19

ABA Aba, Umuahia, Ukwa, laikwuato,
Arochukwu, Tkwuano, Isiala Ngwa
Sotith, Istala-Ngwa, Aba N gwa
North

11

KWARA Kwara, Offa, igbomina, New
Bugsa, Omu-Aran, Jebba, Ekiti
Kwara, Igbomina Weat

12

JOS Jos, Yola, Maiduguri, Bauchi,
Damaturu, Jalingo, Gombe,
Parikshin, Bukury, Langtang

ABUTA Abuja, Kafanchan, Melcurdi,
Ofukpo, Gwagwalada, Lafia,
Kubwa, Zonkwa, Kwoi, Zaki-
Biam, Gboko

Pg-@
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LOKOJA. Minna, Lokoja, Bida, Idah, Kabba, 11
Kontagora, Kutigi, ljumu,
Okene, Ogori-Magongo, Dcko

14

15 ’ MISSIONGS NOMADIC, CONNAM, ADOTT, 4
ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF THE

[ WEST

MADE at ABUJA this 23rd day of SEPTEMBER, 2020

AUTHENTICATED by the Archbishop, Metropolitan and
Primate this 23 day of September, 2020.

THE MOST REVD. HENRY CHUKWUDUM NDUKUBA
Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate of All Nigeria
Church of Nigeria {Anglican Communion)
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CANONI
Qf Fundamental Declarations

 The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) hereinafter called “ The Church

of Nigeria” or “This Church” shall be in full communion with all Anglican
Churches Dioceses and Provinces that hold and maintain the Historic Faith,
Doctrine, Sacrament and Discipline of the one Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
Church as the Lord has commanded in His holy word and as the same are
received as taught in the Book of Common Prayer and the ordinal of 1662 and in

the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion.

_ The Church of Nigeria has power so to order its discipline as to banish and drive
away all erroneous and strange doctrines which are contrary to God's word as

understood and interpreted in the aforementioned formularies.

3. In the interpretation of the aforementioned formularies and in all questions of
PFaith, Doctrine and Discipline, the decisions of the ecclesiastical tribunals of the

Church of Nigeria shall be final,

. The Church of Nigeria holds as its standard of worship and authorizes for
general use the Bool of Common Prayer of the Church of England and the Book

of Comumon Prayerof the Church of Nigeria.

. The Church of Nigeria has power to make and authorize such changes and

additions or alternatives to the forms of service provided in the said books and
such new forms and service as may be required to meet the needs of this Church
and are neither contrary to the doctrinal standards named in these Declarations

norindicative of any departure from them.

' "This Church holds that each of the three Ordets of the Ministry - Bishops, Priests

and Deacons - has particuler duties in the Church and that this distribution of
duties may rightly be altributed to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Thus, the
Bishops have a special responsibility and authority for the preservation of the
truth of the doctrine of the Church for the purity of its life, and the worthiness of
its worship; the Priests; in co-operation with and under the guidance of the
Bishops have a special responsibility for preaching the word of God and
administering the Holy Sacraments and generally for. the cure of souls, and the
Deacons have a special responsibility for the care of the poor and distressed, for
the instruction of the young and the ignorant, and for giving assistance to the
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Priestsin Divine Service,

7. Nofundamental amendment to the foregoing Declarations may be made unless
the proposed amendiment s first provisionally approved by the General Synod, .
is subsequently submitted to each Diocese of the Church of Nigeria for
congideration and receives the approval of not less than two-thirds of thes
Dioceses and is finally confirmed by at least a two-thirds majority vote of the
General Synod. The amendment shall thereafter be communicated to all the |

Metropolitans of the Anglican Communion.

CANONII
Of Election of Primate
NCE OF 1. (1}  There shall be an Archbishop, Metropolitan
and Primate of the Church of Nigeria | :

(Anglican. Communion), who shall be the |

Bishop of Abuja Diocese and Archbishop of '
Abufa Province and exercise all the rights
and perform all the duties of a Metropolitar ;
and shall be the principal minister of the

Church,
PLECTION OF (2}  The Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate -
may be referred to simply as "the Primate"

and shall be elected by the Episcopal Syniod
in accordance with the provisions of this

Canon.

ot 2. (i)  Forthepurpose of electing the Primate there
shall be a Church of Nigeria Advisory .
Committee. '

(2)  The Advisory Committee shall compriseQ
one clerical member and one lay member
elected for that purpose by each Diocesan

Synod.

(3)  For the purpose of holding the meeting of
the Advisory Committee, the members shall
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Church of Nige

elect one of their number to be the Chairtaan L
at the meeting of the Committee, t

(4)  Oneof the functions of the Committee shall u
be to advise the Episcopal Synod in writing
on the qualifications and qualities required

in the Primate.

(5) The recommendations as to the
qualifications and qualities by the Church of
Nigeria Advisory Committee shall be
submiited in writing by a delegate of the
Advisory Committee to the Dean not later
than thirty days priot to the holding of the

EpiscopalSynod.

6y The Dean shall circulate the
recommendations to the members of the
Fpiscopal Syrod not later than fourteen
days before the election of the Primate.

NOMINATION 3. The Episcopal Synod shall have the right to
nominate up to four members of their own House
who in their own opinion have what they consider
to be the qualifications and qualities required in the

Primate.

The Primate shall be elected by secret ballot

HOW BLECTED 4’1‘ (1)
after the nominations have ended.

(2} Thecandidate who shall be declared elected
ohall secure at least two-thirds of the votes of
the total membership of the Bpiscopal Synod
oras otherwise provided in this Canon.

TENURE OF 5. (1)  The Primate shall hold office for a period of
ten years from the date of his presentation or
until he attains the age of seventy years,

whichever first occurs:
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RETIREMENT,
DEATH AND
RESIGNATION

VACANCY IN PRIMACY

Provided that his tenure may be terminated befor -
the expiration of the term -

on the resolution of a two-thirds majorit
of the Episcopal Synod; or

by a majority vote of at least two-thirds o
the members of the General Synod; or

upon the receipt of at least six month:
notice of his intention to leave office,

If the Primate retires, dies or resigns as Archbishop
Metropolitanand Primate;

(a)

(2)

he shal! cease to be Bishop of Abuja anc
Archbishop of Abuja Province; or

where he has not attained the age of seventy

- years he shall be deemed to have retive

from office.,

When the office of the Primate is vacant b

. reason of death or permanent incapacity, th

Dean of the Church of Nigeria shall summo

the Church of Nigeria Advisory Committee
to meet within twe months of the date on
which the vacancy occurs, to make a
recommendation which shall be submitted
to the Episcopal Syrod to be specially
summmoned for that purpose within ong
weeleof the meeting of the Church of Nigerial
Advisory Committee.

When the Primate notifies the Dean of his
intention to resign or retire and the Dean has
in consultation with the Bishops accepted
the resignation or retirement, the Dean shall
within two months summon a meeting of
the Church of Nigeria Advisory Committee,
to make their recommendation to the
Episcopal Synod. The recommendation of
the Church of Nigeria Advisory Committee




PROCEDURE AT BLECTION

{3)
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shall be submitted to a meeting of the
Episcopal Synod which shall meet within.

-one week of the Church of Nigeria Advisory

Comunittee meeting for the purpose of
electing a stuccessaor.

On the day of the election, Holy
Communion shall be celebrated by the Dean
of the Church of Nigeria or another Bishop

appointed by him.

The election shall be presided over by the
Registrar of the Church of Nigeria. In his
absence, the Dean of the Province shall
appoint the Chancellor of any Diocese of the
Chureh of Nigeria to preside.

Should the election not be determined upon
the first ballot, the procedure shall be
repeated a second, and, if need be, a third

time,

If the election remains indecisive, a fourth
ballot shall be taken and the candidates to be
voted for shall be litnited to the two persons
with the highest votes cn the third ballot.

If the election still remains indecisive,
further election shall be postponed till the
next day. On that day, Holy communion
shall be celebrated and shall be followed by a
fifth ballot which shall be decided by a
simple majority of all members present and
voting. If there is a tie, the candidate who is
senjor by consecrafion shall be declared

alected.

A certificate issued by the Registrar or the
person who has presided over the election of
a Primate shall be final and conclusive as to

its contents.
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8;

(7  Any dispute arising {from the election of
Primate shall be determined by th
Episcopal Synod with the Registra
presiding, and their decision shall be fina’
Provided that when there is any allegation o
misconduct against the Registrar in th
conduct of the elution, the immediate pas
Registrar of the Church of Nigeria shal
preside or in his absence any other lega

- officer of the Church elected by lhu

Episcopal Synod. !
I
As soon as possible after the election, the Dean o
the Church of Nigeria (or the Episcopal Secretary,
shall cause the name of the newly elected Primuate t¢
be published in all the Dioceses within Nigeriaand
notify all the other Metropolitans of the Anghcal
Comumunion.

CANON III

Of Election of The Dean of The Church of Nigeria

1.

There shall be a Dean of the Church of Nigeria thé
- shall be elected in accordance with the provisionsof

Clauses 2 and 3 of this Canon.

The Dean shall be elected from among servmg
Eeclesiastical Provincial Archbishops.

The Dean shall be elected by the House of Bishops
by asimple majority. .

(1) Duringavacancy in the office of the Primmate,
or in the event of the incapacity of theg
Primate, duly certified by a medical doctor,
the Dean shall perform the duties assigned
to the Primate assigned to the Primate undet
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(2)

)

5. (1)
(a)
(b)

this Constitution.

In the absence of the Primate, the Dean shall
perform such duties of the Primate as the
Primate may assign to him in writing and
which shall be notified to other Bishops of
the Church of Nigeria.

The Dean shall perform such other duties as
may be assigned to him, from time to time,

by the Primate.
The Dean shall hold office -

fora single term of five years only; or

until he attains the age of seventy years,

whichever occurs first.

(2)
(a)

(b)

Forthe avoidance of doubt-

if the tenure of the Dean as Provincial
Archbishop expires before the expiration of
his tenure as Dean, he shall continue in the

.office as Provincial Archbishop until his

tentre as Dean, expires; or

when the tenure of a Dean expires without
his attaining the age of seventy years, he
shall remain as Diocesan Bishop.

6. Where the Dean is unable to perform the functions
of his office by reason of ill-health or such other
related reasons, the most senior BEeclesiastical
Provincial Archbishop by presentation shall, act in
that capacity as Dean.,
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O B 7. When the Dean is acting for the Primate in.
CLERGY AND LAITY accordance with the provisions of this Constitution,

the Bishops, Clergy and Laity of the Church of]
Nigeria shall render to him stuch obedience as they:
abound to give to the Primate. |

CANONIV

Of Election of a Provincial Archbishop ;

RO 1. (1) Thereshall be a Provincial Archbishop who
ARCHEISHOP shall be the Chairman of the Provincial:
Council of a Province within the Church of:

Nigeria (Anglican Communion), ?

T o (2} The Provincial Archbishop shall be elected!
ARCHBISHOP by the Episcopal Synod from the Bishops.
having Sees within the Province in

accordance with the provisions of thisi

Canon, ?

FOVINCIAL: 2. (1)  For the purpose of electing a Provincial
COMMITTES Archbishop there shall be & Provincial,
Advisory Committee,

(2} The Provincial Advisory Committee shalI;’
comprise one clerical member and one Tay.
member elected for that purpose by each;
Diocesan Synod of Dioceses within the

Provinge.

(3)  For the purpose of holding the meeting of
the Advisory Committee, the members shall
elect one of their number to be the Chairman
at the meeting of the Committee.

() One of the functions of the Provincial
Advisory Committee shall be to advise the
Episcopal Synod in writing on the
qualifications and qualities required in a

pe )
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Provincial Archbishop.

(5} The Chairman of the Provincial Advisory
Committee shall submit its
recommendations {n Wiiting as to the
qualifications and qualities proposed by the
Provincial Advisoty Committee to the
Primate not later than thitty days prior to the

holding of the Episcopal Synod.

(6)  Upon receiving the views of the Provincial
Advisory Comimittee, the Primate shall
convey the views in writing to the members
of the Episcopal Synod not later than
fourteen days before the election of the

Provincial Archbishop.

The Episcopal Synod shall have the right to
nominate up to four members of their own
members whose Sees are within the Province
concerned and who in their opinion having
consideration as to the qualifications and qualities
required in an Archbishop as submitted by the
Provincial Advisory Committee,

(1)  The Provincial Archbishop shall be elected
by secret ballot after the nominations have

ended.

(2)  The candidate who shall be declared elected
shall secure atJeast two-thirds of the votes of
the total membership of the Episcopal Synod
presentand voting,

(1) The Provincial Archbishop shall hold office
for a period of five years in the first instance
from the date of his presentation or until he
attains the age of seventy years, whichever

first ocours:

TR

R o

S e
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()

Provided that a Provincial Archbishop who |

hasnotattained seventy years of age -

(a) shall be eligible for re-election for
a further final period of five years;
and

(b) may, at the expiration of that
period of five years, remain in his
Diocese as a Bishop.

A Provincial Archbishop may resign the
Archbishopric without thereby resigning as Bishop
of his Diocese: but if he resigns as Bishop of his

Diocese, he shall cease to be Provincial Archbishop
unless he is at the same time translated as Diocesar,

Bishop to another See within the Province,

(*)

When the office of the Provincial
Archbishop is vacant by reason of death or
permarnent incapacity, the Primate or in his
absence, the Dean of the Church of Nigeria
shall swmmon the Provincial Advisory
Cormimnitiee to meet within two months of the
date on which the vacancy occurs, to make
recommendations which shall be submitted
to the Primate who shall present it to the
Bpiscopal Synod to be specifically
summoned for that purpose within two
weeks of the meeting of the Provincial
Advisory Committee.

When a Provincial Archbishop notifies the
Primate of his intention to resign or retire,
and the Primate, or in his absence the Dean
of the Church of Nigeria shall within twe
months summon a meeting of the Provincial
Advisery Comumnittee, to perform its duties
under the provisions of this Canon. The
recommendations of the Provincial
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(4)
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Advisory Committee shall be submitted to
the Primate which shall meet within two
weeks of the meeting of the Provincial
Advisory Committee for the purpose of
electing a successor:

Provided that a new Archbishop shall be
elected not later than three months before
the expiration of his tenure, or the expiration
of the notice of retirement and/or

resignation.

On the day of. the election, IHoly
Communion shall be celebrated by the
Primate or any other Bishop appointed by
him,

The election shall be presided over by the
Primate or any other Bishop appointed by
him.

In the event of the election not being
determined on the first ballot, the procedure
shall be repeated a second, and, if need be, a

third time.

If the election remains indecisive, a fourth
ballot shall be taken and the candidates to be
voted for shall be limited to the two persons
with thehighest votes on the third ballot.

[f the election still remains indecisive,

further election shall be postponed till the next day.
On that day, Holy communion shall be celebrated
as directed by the Primate and shall be followed by
a fifth ballot which shall be decided by a simple
majority of all members present and voting, If there

A —— S ey




]

Church of Nigerier (Anglican Communion] Constitution and Canons 2020

PUBLICATION

ELECTION OF
BISHOPS

CONFIRMATION

QATH GF OBEDIENCE

TERSONS ELIGIBLE

1!

is a tie, the candidate who is senior by consecration
shall be declared elected.

As soon as possible after the election, the Primate
shall cause the name of the newly elected Provincial
Archbishop to be published in all Dioceses.

CANON V

Of Election of Bishops

Every Bishop of the Church of Nigeria shall be
elected in accordance with the procedure laid down

in this Canon.

Every election of a Bishop within the Church of
Nigeria must be confirmed in writing by the
Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate of the
Church of Nigeria before it can take effect.

At his consecration or translation, every Bishop of
the Church of Nigeria shall swear an oath of
Canonical obedience to the Archbishop,
Metropolitan and Primate of the Church of Nigeria

and to his lawful successors,

A Bishop for any Diocese in the Church of Nigeria
may be elected from among the Bishops or Clergy
of any diocese of the Church. of Nigeria, or of any
other Diocese in Communion with this Church

who shall -
(a)  notbebelow the age of forty five years;

{b)  have been a Priest for a minimum petiod of
fifteen years;

(c)  have a first degree in. theological
education.

)
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DIOCESAN
ADVISORY
COMMITTER

PROCEDURE
-ON DEATH OF BISHOP

PROCEDURE ON
RESIGNATION

PROCEDURE OGN
RETIREMINT, TRANSLATION
AND RESIGNATION IN
OTHER CASES

10.

11.

2.

(1} There shall be in each Diocese of the Church

of Nigeria an Advisory Committee to be ;

appointed by the Synod of the Diocese to

advise the Primate on the appointment of a
Diocesan Bishop when a vacancy occurs in

the Diocesan Bishopric.

(2)  The Committee shall consist of four clerical §
and five lay members of the Synod of the }
Diocese. The lay members shall include at §
least one woman and also the Chancellor of §
the Diocese who shall be the Chairman of the §
Comimittee. It shall be the duty of the Bishop §

of each Diocese after every Synod to inform
the Primate of the name and address of the
Chairman of the Advisory Committee of his

Synod,

On the death of any Diocesan Bishop of the Church
of Nigeria, the Dean or Provost of the Cathedral of
the Diocese, or the Senior Archdeacon, or the Senior
Priest shall, within seven days, notify the vacancy
inwriting to the Primate.

On the resignation of any Diocesan Bishop of the
Church of Nigeria, the Primate, after the acceptance
of the resignation shall notify the same to the
Diocese concerned.

In the event of retirement, translation, death or
permanent incapacity of a Diocesan Bishop of the
Church of Nigeria or of his being divested of his
ecclesiastical dignity, the Primate shall notify same
to the Vicar-General of the Diocese concerned, or,
where no Vicar-General has been appointed, to the
Dearn or Provost of the Cathedral, or to the Senior
Archdeacon or the Senior Priest,

:
i




:h
Je
[o

n .

e ok (D

Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) Constitution and Canons 2020

BISHOPS TO BE 13.

INFORMED

RECONMMEN- . 1 4:.

DATIONS OF
ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

METHGD OF ELECTION 15

When a vacancy in the Bishopric in the Church of
Nigeria' oceurs, - by reason of death or other
sufficient cause, the Primate shall instruct the
Advisory Committee of the Diocese concerned to
meei and forward to the Primate in writing the
recommendations of the Advisory Committee in
general terms on the qualifications and qualities
required in the Bishop to be elected for the
consideration of the Episcopal Synod.

Upon receiving the recommendations of the
Advisory Comunittee, the Primate shall convey
them in writing to the members of the Episcopal

Synod,
(1) The recommendations as to the
qualifications and qualities by the Diocesan
Advisory Committee shall be submitted in
writing by a delegate of the Advisory
Committee to the Primate not later than

thirty days prior to the holding of the
Episcopal Synod.

(2) The Primate shall circulate the
recommendations to the members of the
Episcopal Synod not later than fourteen
days before the election of the Bishop.

(1)  The Primate shall summon the Episcopal
Synod to meet at such place and time as he
shall appoint, and the BEpiscopal Synod shall
electanew Bishopto the
vacant Bishopric.

(2)  The election shall be preceded by the
celebration of Holy Communion.

(3} At the election, nominations shall be made
by the Primate and Bishops. The election
shall be by secret ballot.
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16.

17.

(4)

(5)

Anelector may, if unable to be present, send
his nomination and/or vote, in wri ting
signed and witnessed, to the Primate.

The election shall be determined by a two- |

thirds majority of the total membership ;'
including those absent as well as those

present whether voting or not voting.

If the election be not decided upon the first
ballot, a second. ballot shall be taken on the
two candidates with the highest number of .

votes and it shall be decided by simple

majority of those present and voting. In the f

event of a tie, the Primate or Bishop
presiding shall have a casting vote.

The Primate or Bishep presiding over the election
of anew Bishop shall notify the person so elected.

Before confirming the election, the Primate shail
examine or cause to be examined by a Chancellor or
Registrar of any Diocese of the Province the
following documents to be presented by the

Bishop-Elect -

(i)

(i)
(i)
(iv)

Certificate of birth or other proof of his age;

Certificates or other proof of his Baptism and
Confirmation;

His letters of Orders; and -

Letters commendatory or dismissory from
the Bishop of his Diocese or the Archbishop

of his Province.
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CONFIRMATION

DECLARATION

Upon receiving the acceptance of the offer, the
Primate shall confirm the election and inform the
outgoing Bishop cr Vicar-General (as the case may

be) of the Diocese concerned.

When an election of a new Diocesan Bishop is
made, a Declaration of such Election shall be made
and signed in duplicate, in the presence of and on
behalf of the meeting (if it be done ata meeting), by
the Primate or Bishop presiding over the election
and one other Bishop who shall be senior in
consecration to the other Bishops. One copy of the
Declaration shall be kept in the Registry of the
Church of Nigeria, and the other kept in the
Registry of the Diocese concerned.

Immediately after the election of a Bishop by the
Episcopal Synod, the Primate shall cause the
following notice to be affixed to the principal door
of the Cathedral of the Diocese concerned -

within the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) has been duly elected Bishop of the
DI0CESE Of..vveicrreriirsannens if anyone can show
any cause or just impediment why the said A.B.
should not be consecrated to that Holy Office (or
translated to that See), or can offer any canonical
objection to the election or form thereof let him
signify the same to me in writing delivered by hand
or registered post within fourteen days from this

date.”

{Signed by the Archbishop, Metropolitan and
Primate.) The notice shall also be proclaimed in: the
Cathedral of the Diocese during Divine Service on

the two Sundays following,
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(2)

(3

)

for him, after receiving the concurrence of
the Diocesan Synod by resolution, to malke
application to Hpiscopal Synod through the
Primate for leave to appoint a Suffragan
Bishop.

On. receiving the application the Episcopal
Synod shall take into consideration the state
of the Diocese and shall enquire into the

" question whether adequate provision has

been made in the Diocese concerned for the
housing and maintenance of a Suffragan
Bishop, and may either grant or withhold
their consent to such appointment being

made.

When the office of Suffragan Bishop in any
diocese falls vacant it shall suffice for the
Episcopal Synod alone to authorise the
Bishop of the said Diocese to proceed to fill
the vacancy provided no vacancy shall be
filled by the Diocesan Bishop without full
consultation with his Diocesan Board,

Whenever an appointment of any Suffragan
Bishop is to be made, the Diocesan Bishop
shall nominate a person to the Primate of the
Church of Nigeria after consultation in his
Diocese for election to the office.

The Primate after consultation with the
Diocesan Bishop, may, in his discretion,
either issue his summons to attend the
Episcopal Synod to consider the
nomination, or cause a postal ballot of all
those entitled to attend to be held. If the
nomination be approved by a simple
majority of the Diocesan Bishops either at a
meeting or by postal ballot, the person in

T
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VERIFICATION,
CONFIIMATION &
CONSECRATION
OF A BISAOP
SUPFRAGAN
OBJECTIONS TO
APPOINTMINT
DECISION OF

THE PRIMATE

VOTING RIGHT OF
A SUFFRAGAN
BISHOP

EPISCOPAL
DUTIES OF A
SUFFRAGAN
BISHOP

question shall be declared elected subject to | ‘
the canonical confirmation of the election by
the Primate through the Diocesan Bishop. +
The verification of all relevant Documents of a
Suffragan Bishop, the Confirmation of his;
appointment, notice of the Hlection, Objections to.
the appointment, Examination of Ob]ectlon,
Decision and Promulgation shall be as inthe case of ¢
a Bishop except that the instrument of
Confirmation shall be sent to the Diocesan Bishop

concerned.

ASuffragan Bishop shall -

(a)  have the right to sit, speak and vote as a
member of the House of Bishops in thel
Church of Nigeria; ;

(b)  have the right to be summoned to meetings'*

of the Episcopal Synod, and shall be entitled]

to speak butnot to vote at such a meeting,

A Suffragan Bishop shall hold the Commission of;
the Primate of the Church of Nigeria and shall use’
his Episcopal powers and exercise such authority,
and oversight for any work within the limits of the,
Diocese as from time to time may be determined for,
him and assigned to him by the Bishop of the:
Diocese, or during the vacancy of the See by the:
Primate. But if the Diocesan Bishop shall not assign:
any such duties or authority, the Suffragan Bishop:
shall have the right to appeal to the Primate and to
the Bishops of the Church of Nigeria, who shall:

“hear and determine the matter, provided always"

that the withdrawing of the Commission of a
Suffragan Bishop by the Primate al the request of .
the Diocesan Bishop shall not become effective

pg-i)
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until the Episcopal Synod is satisfied that he will be
adetjuately provided for in some other way.

CANON VI

Of Consecration and Enthronement of Bishops

CONSECRATION &
ENTHRCONEMENT

BISHOP-ELECT

BENTHRONEMENT

GONSECRATION

1,

At the earliest convenient time, after the
confirmation of the election of a Bishop of the
Church of Nigeria, the Primate shall proceed to
consecrate and enthrone the person so elected and

confirmed.

Bvery Bishop-Elect shall, before his consecration,
subscribe to the declaration set out in the Canon of

Declarations and Subsctiptions,

(1) The Bishops of the Church of Nigeria shall
be enthroned after the manner of
enthronement of a Bishop authorised in the

Church of Nigeria,

(2)  After the consecration or transiation of a
Diocesan Bishop, the Primate shall issue a
Mandate for his enthronement to the Dean,
or Provost, a Chapter of the Cathedral
Church, where such body is duly
constituted, or otherwise to the Senior Priest

of the Diocese.

(3)  The Bishop shall thereafter be enthroned
after a manner of enthronement of a Bishop

authorised inthe Church of Nigeria.

The Primate and two other Bishops or, if the
Primate be unable to act, the Dean of the Church of
Nigeria and two other Bishops, shall be required for
a consecration: provided that with the concurrence
of the Church of Nigeria Standing Committee, the
Consecration of a Bishop for the Church of Nigeria
may take place in any other Province in
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communion with the Church of Nigeria and be
conducted by the Metcopolitan of that Province.

After the consecration of any Bishop of the Chuxch

of Nigeria whether he has been consecrated N
Nigetia or alsewhere, it shall be necessary that the
Certificate of Election and all records connected
with such consecration be deposited in the archives
of the Chusch of Nigeria: and it shall be the duty of
the Registrar of the Church of Nigeria to require the
production of all stich papers before enthronement.
The record of enthronement shall be added

thereafter.

CANON VI

Veto in the Synod of his Diocese

The Bishop of a Diocese may geto any resolution of
iders to be

the Synod of his Diocese which he const
detrimental to the interest of the Church,

If the Bishop disserits from any resolution of a two-
thircls majority of the Synod of his Diocese, & vote
by Orders shall be taken, and if the Bishop, as
representing his Ordes" after having expressed his
intention of exercising his veto, shall then negate
the decision of a rwo-thirds majority of the Clergy
and Laity then presernt in Synod" the Dean ot
Pravost, ot the Senior Priest of any other member of
the Synod present (if thereto empowered by
resolution of the aforesaid Clergy and Laity) may
appeal against the Bishop's decision to the Primate
(or Dean of the Church of Nigeria) and Bishops of
the Church of Nigesia who shall hear and
determine the matter in the Episcopal synod. Andif
the Episcopal Synod ghall override the Bishop's
geto, the said Bishop shall promulgate the
resolution in his Diocese within seven days and it
shall have the same force and effect from and after
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ABSENCE OF
PRIMATE

The functions of the Primate in the preceding
section shall, in the event of the Primate coming
under the operation of its provisions, be exercised
by the Dean of the Church of Nigeria.

CANON X

Of Resignation and Retirement of Bishops

RESIGNATION
OT BISHOT

COMPULSORY RETIREMENT

PENSIONS 'OR BISHOPS

RETIREMENT ON
GROUNDS OF AGE

VOLUNTARY RETIREMENT

1.

If a Bishop desires to resign his See, he shall send his
letter of resignation to the-Primate {or, if he himself
be the Primate, to the Dean of the Church of
Nigeria). The Primate (or, in the case of the
resignation of the Primate, the Dean of the Church
of Nigeria) in consuitation with the Bishops of the
Church of Nigeria, shall judge whether the
resignation should be accepted ornot.

Any Bishop of the Church of Nigeria may, upon
representation made to the Primate by at least two
Bishops of the Church of Nigeria be asked, or if
necessary required to resign his See. He shall be
given the fullest opportunity to defend himself and
his defence shall be given careful consideration. If
the Primate in consultation with the other Bishops
of the Church of Nigeria decides that the Bishop is
unable adequately to discharge the duties of his

office, he shall be required to retire,

Tt shall be the duty of the Diocese to see that
satisfactory provision is made for the pension of

the Bishop on his retirement.

Fvery Bishop of the Church of Nigeria shall be
deemed to retire from office on attaining the age

of seventy years.

A Bishop may, with the appropriate notice to the
Primate retiré before he attains the age of seventy

years:

8 23
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QUORLM 6. A quorum for a meeting of the Episcopal Synod
shall be one-third of total number of Diocesan

Bishops inctuding the Primate if present.

CANON XTIV
Of Proceedings at General Synod

COMPOSITION 1. TheGeneral Synod shall consist of;
(a)  TheFHouse of Bishops;
(b)  TheXouse of Clergy;and
{c)  TheHouse of Laity;
which three houses shall be constituted in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution
of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Cormmunion).

e NOD 2, (1) The Primate (or other Bishop convening the
General Synod as provided in the
Constitution) shall give to all the Bishops of
the Church of Nigeria at least six calendar
months' notice of every ordinary session of
the General Synod: and the Bishop of each
Diocese shall cause such nofice to be
published throughout his Diocese and sent
to members of the General Synod in his
Diocese through their registered address
within four weelks of receiving-such notice.

AGENDA (2)  The agenda for the General Synod shall be
prepared by the Primate in consultation with
the Standing Committee of the Church of

Nigeria.

SPECIAL SESSIONS 3.  When a special session of the General Synod is
convened, two months' notice shall be sufficient

and the Primate shall specify the purposes) for
which the Synod is being summoned.
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elect one of their number to form a pane] from
which the Primate shall be entitled fo draw stch
persoris as may be required to fill vacancies which
may occur in the membership of the Committee
through death, resignationor any other cause.

VOTING BY HOUSES 3, At the request of any member of the aforesaid ¥
Committee voting upon a motion before the

Cominittee shall be by Houses

QUORTM 4 The Quorum for the meeting of the Standing .
Committee of the General Synod at which the
Primate or Dean shall be present shall be one-third j

ofits members.

CANON XVI
Of Ecclesiastical Discipline

OFFENCES 1. The following are the charges or accusations on ;o

which the Primate, a Provincial Axchbishop, a ;.
Bishop, a Priest or a Deacon in the Chutch of i
Nigeria (Anglican Communion) may be presented -
fortrial:

(a) A conviction by a court of competent ':f
jurisdiction for felony or other allied

offences;

(by  “Sexual immorality” the words “includes |
but is not limited fo homosexuality, *
lesbianism, bi-sexuality, paedophilia, -
adultery, fornication, rape and other
sexually abhorrent behaviour; : it

HO
AR

{¢)  Conduct giving just cause for scandal or
offence;

(d)  Heresyorfalse doctrine;

(e)  Schism, or acceptance of membership in a .
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Any accusation of heresy or false doctrine must
aver that the accused has taught, published or
otherwise publicly promulgated, some doctrine or
opinion repugnant to or at variance with the Faith
and Doctrine of the Church as contained in the
Fundamental Declarations and pust specify the
particilar passages of these Standards and
Formularies to which the said accusation refers, as
well as the particular statements of the accused
which may be the subjectof the charge. :

Thé accusation shall be entitled “Asticles of

Presentment.”

With the Articles of Presentment, the presenters
chall transmit a minute of reference and agreement
to the effect that the judgment of the Tribunal in all
matters contained in the Articles of Presentment
shall be held to be final in the cause, saving such
rights of appeal as may be allowed by the
regulations of the Church of Nigeria.

Clerical Assessors. appointed to assist in the
hearing of a case shall answer such guestions as
shall be put to them by the Court and shall be a
liberty to tender to the Court/Tribunal their
opinion onquestions thatmay arise.

Lay Assessors, being persons who shall be
communicant members and, if possib]e, learned in
the law, shall be appointed in every case except the
charge be one of heresy; and it shall be competent
for them to give their opinion tuporn such questions
a5 shall come before the Court/ Tribunal.

i
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CHALLENGE

JUDGEMENT

COUNSEL

CONDITION OF
TESTIMONY

TESTIMONY
BEFORE A
COMMISSIONER

10.

11.

12,

13.

The accused shall have the right to challenge any
two of the Assessors nominated to sit at his trial,
and the place of the Assessors so challenged, if the
challenge be ‘upheld, shall be filled by the
appointment of others by the President of the
Tribunal, which appointment shall be final.

The Tribunal shall be bound to consider, but not
necessarily to accept the opinions of the Assessors

before pronouncing judgment.

The accused shall be entitled to have the aid of
counsel or an agent and may submit his defence in
writing. The presenters also may be aided by
counsel, and be represented by any agent they may
appoint (being a Communicant member).

No testimony shall be received at the trial except
from witnesses' who shall before giving their
evidence, make ar affirmative answer to the

following question -

“Do you promise, in the presence of Almighty God,
that you will speak the whole truth, whether in the
declaration which you shall malce, or in the answer

which you are about to give?”

If it be necessary to take the testimony of an absent
witness, or witnesses, such testimony shall be
taken, in the form and manner above provided, by a
Commissioner or Commissioners to be appointed
for that purpose, and the evidence shall be reduced
to writing and forwarded to the court, which
evidence shall be read and used at the trial;
provided, however, that no application for the
appointment of such Commissioner or
Commissioners shall be made by either party to the

pg.
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A Bishop of the Church shall, where charges are
broughtagainsthim be tried by a court consisting of
the Primate and the Bishops of the Church of
Nigeria. The Primate shall preside. The Bishops
except the accused, shall be summoned by the
Primate to the hearing of the charge; but no trial
shall take place unless there be present at least six
Bishops, including the Primate, but excluding the

aceused.

TRIAL OF BISHOPS 22

Should the Primate be the accused, the Dean of the
Church of Nigeria shall preside and the sentence of
the court shall be signed by him and at least three
other Bishops: Provided thatno trial of the Primate
shall take place unless there be present at least four
Bishops, including the Dean of the Church of
Nigeria but excluding the accused.

TRIAL OF PRIMATE 23
.

HOW CHARGES ARETOIEMADE ng N charge shall be received against a Bishop of the
' Church anless it be preferred, if itrelates toa matter
of Faith and Doctrine, by at least five Priests of the
Diocese, or by a Bishop of the Churchor, if it relates
to other matters, by at least three Priests of the
Diocese and also three Lay Representatives in the
Synod of the Diocese of the accused Bishop.

In the case of an accusation against a Bishop, the
Articles of Presentment shall be delivered to the
Primate, except he be the accused in which case
they shall be delivered to the Dean of the Church of

Nigeria.

ACCUSATION 25
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HOW CHARGES 35
ARE TO BE LAID '
BISHOI' MAY 26

VETO PROCEEININGS

authenticated and forwarded by the
President to the Bishop who shall accept the
same and pass such sentence thereon as the
Canornis of the Churchshall direct.

Any charge against a Priest or a Deacon of the
Church must proceed from a Priest of the Church or
from the Church-wardens of the Parish in which he
is serving, or from three or more comimunicant
merrbers. The Bishop may also himself, if he shall
see fit, order proceedings to be commenced against
any Clergyman whose conduct he believes to have
just cause for scandal or offence, and in such a case
it shall be sufficient for one Presenter appointed by

- the Bishop to deliver the Articles of Presentment.

The Articles of Presentment shall be laid before the
Bishop who shall decide, in the first instance,
whether they are proper to be admitted ornot. If the
Bishop shall refuse either to institute an enquiry, or
to proceed to try the accused, he shall intimate his
refusal to the presenters in writing within thirty
days after the receipt of the Articles of Presentment:
and in such case it shall be competent for the
presenters to apply to the Primate; or, if the Primate
be the Bishop who Tefuses, to the Episcopal Synod
through the Dean of the Church of Nigeria; and if
the Primate or the Episcopal Synod think fit, he or
they may require the Bishop to proceed: provided
always that notice of intention to apply shall have
been given in writing to the Bishop of the Diocese
within twenty-one days after his refusal to act and
that the application together with a copy of the
Articles of Presentment, shall have been forwarded
to the Primate or Dean of the Church of Nigeria
within thirty days after receipt of the Bishop's

refusal.
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A TitE 37,  Notice of the intention fo start proceedings, | con;
CHARGE containing a statement of the charge and a copy of | ory
the information of which it is founded, shall be | APTE
served upon the person accused, together with the : '
names of those chosen fo be ngsessors, thirty daysat
least before the heating ofthe case.
D G TRIAL 38.  Any Priestor Deacon within the Chureh of Nigeria |
if accused of immoral conduct, may be saspended
from the exercise of (ministerial duties by the Bishop
should it appear--to_thev Bishop to be riecessary for
the prevention of scandal: provided that a trial on
the charge alleged shall take place as soon as
possible. { PRIM
HEAl
: APFE
A ~g9.  Any Priest or Deacon holding the licence of a
ifi‘ﬁi%ﬁé%‘;f% Bishop may, if he 80 desires, have any charges
which may be brought against him tried by the
Bishop's Court; and, if such charge be proved, the
Bishop shall determine what sentence shall be
sufficient, and there ¢hall be no appeal if the
sentence proceeds 1o futther than the withdrawal -
of thelicence, ok
{
A OF 40.  If any Priest or Deacon against whom a judgement | v
NIGERIA or sentence shall have been pronounced by any D184
Bishop's court shall feel aggrieved by such

judgement or sentence, it shall be lawful for such
person (except in such cases as are otherwise
provided for in these Canons), to appeal to the
Church of Nigeria Tribunal of Appeal: provided
such appeal be notified in writing by the Appeliant
to the Bishop of the Diocese within thirty days after | :
such judgement OF sentence shall have been 1 g

pranounced.
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41,

42,

43,
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The Church of Nigeria Tribunal of Appeal (except
as provided below) shall be the Episcopal Synod,
and the Primate (or if he is absent the Bishop acting
under his commission) shall preside in this
Tribunal. If the appeal is from the judgement or
sentence of the court of the Primate himself, the
Dean of the Church of Nigeria shall preside. The
Primate, or the Dean as the case may be shall before
the assembling of the Tribunal, nominate three
Clerical Assessors, and he shall, exceptin charges of
heresy, also appoint one or two persons as Lay
Assessors as provided in these Canons.

In all cases not involving questions of Faith or
Doctrine, except the appeal be from a judgement or
sentence of the Court of the Primate himself, it shall
be sufficient for the Primate along with Clerical and
Lay Assessors (as provided above) to hear and
decide the appeal uniess the Primate himselfjudges
it expedient to comvene the meeting of the
Bpiscopal Synod, or unless two Bishops of the
Church shall request him to convene the meeting of
the Episcopal Synod to hear and decide the appeal.

If the judgement or sentence of a Bishop's Court in
question of Faith and Doctrine fail to be affirmed on
appeal by reason of only two Bishops being present
at the meeting of the BEpiscopal Synod and not
agreeing as to the judgement or sentence, it shall be
competent for the presenters, with the consent of
the Bishop of the Diocese, to bring the case again
before the Bpiscopal Synod, at its next meeting, on
giving the notice required for appeals.
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44,

45,

46.

47.

48,

‘There shall be no appeal to the Church of Nigeria

Tribunal of Appeal as regards the facts of any case,
but only as to the Conclusion to be drawn from
those facts which the Bishop's Court shall
determine to be proved. But it shall be competent
for the Primate, on receiving the case on appeal, to
direct that the case, as regards the facts that are
charged, shall be reviewed by the Bishop's Court.

There shall be no appeal from a judgement or
sentence for any offence for which no higher
sentence than suspension for three months can be
pronounced, except it be allowed by the Bishop's
Courtor directed by the Primate,

In case of an appeal to the Church of Nigeria
Tribunal of Appeal sentence shall be suspended
during the appeal, except in case of a sentence for
imnmoral conduct ot heresy.

The Church of Nigeria Tribunal of Appeal tay
affitin, modify, or amend the judgement or
sentence appealed against, or pass any other
judgement or sentence in the case, as it thinks just.

Every appellant from a judgement or sentence of a
Bishop's Court must within thirty days after the
date of the judgement or sentence as the case may
be, lodge with the Registrar of the court his grounds
of appeal supported with reason and must give a
bond, to be approved by the said Registrar to defray

all necessary charges in prosecuting the appeal, and -

such costs as may be judged by the Court or
Tribunal of Appeal.

PoTR e
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JUDICIAL SENTHRCE 49.  Any Priest or Deacon, found guilty after due trial,
shall be subject to any of the following sentences:

e (a)  Por publicly and advisedly maintaining
doctrines or opinions contrary to the
teaching of the Church, unless he shall
formally retract the same within fifteen days

after a sentenceis given,

(i) inhibition from preaching or
sugpension for a term not
exceeding three years: provided
that if af the expiration of any such

“sentence he shall refuse to abjure
such doctrines or opinions, he
shall thereupon be deprived; or

(ii) deprivation,

LI (b)  For refusing or wilfully neglecting to use in
et o public prayer and administration of the
Sacraments and other Holy Offices the forms
authorised under the fundamental
principles of this constitution: formal
admonition or suspension for a term not
exceeding twelve months; and further, Until
he shall have given an undertaking to

conformin future.

ol RLrLBAL (¢)  For refusing, without good and sufficient
reason, to perform for any member of the
Church, belonging to his cure and not Under
the Censure of the Church, any act
appertaining to the ministerial office, formal
admonition or suspension for a term not
exceeding three months: and further, Until
he shall have given an Undertaking to

Conform in futare.
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For general neglect of duty, formal
admonition by the Bishop o suspension for
a term not exceeding rwelve months; in
addition he shall give an undertaking 10

conforminfuture.

For immoral conduct, guspension for a term
not exceeding twelve months, oOf

deprivation.

g conduct of offence

unbecoming of a Clergyman, formal

admonition OF suspension for a term not

exceeding six months: and in addition he

shall have given andertaking to Confor in

future.

For scandalott

For wilful contravention of any enactment of
the General Synod 0T of the Diocesan Synod
(in matters not otherwise provided for), or
for refusal to obey jawful command of hiis
Ordinary, formal admonition oX suspension
for a term mot exceeding six months; in
addition, he shall give an undertaking £o

conformin future.

In addition to any of the above sentences, the
Bishop may suspend the accused from
receiving Holy Communion for such 2
perjod as hemay determine.

In case of Heresy, Schism, acceptance Of
membership In & religious body not in

. compunion with the Church of Nigeria,

Apostasy a sentence of excommunication or

deposition may be passed unless in the

meantime the accused has publicly abjured,
in which case a lesser sentence may be

imposed.

o)
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The judicial sentence above mentioned shall be

interpreted as follows-

DEFINTTIONS 50
FORMAL ADMONITION (a)
SUSPENGION (b)
DEPRIVATION (c)
WITHDRAWAL

OF LICENCE (d)
DEPOSITION (e)
REFUBAL TO

ABJURE ()

By a formal admonition is meant a written
warning delivered either in public or in
private, as fhe circumstances may seem £o
the Bishop to require.

Suspension means the removal of a
Clergyman from a named charge or office
for such period as may be determined in the
sentence of suspension. NO clergyman
suspended, has, during the period of
suspension, any claim to any salary; of
office, and the sentence of suspension shall
set forth whether heis deprived of all or any
apart of such salary and allowances.

Deprivation means the final removal of a
Clergymanfroma named charge or office.

A Bishop may at his discretion withdraw or
not withdraw his licence from a clergyman
who is suspended or deprived of his charge

or office.

Deposition or permanent inhibition means
the withdrawal from a clergyman of all
power to exercise his sacred calling either
publicly or privately withia the Church of
Nigeria, A sentence of deposition shall of its
own force cance! the licence of the deposed

Clergyman.

By refusal to abjure is meant failure to
deliver to the Bishop, or in the case of Bishop,
to the Primate, within fourteen days after the
expiration of a sentence of inhibition or
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schism or acceptance of membership in a
religious body not in communion with the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion);

apostasy from Christian faithy;

violation of the Constitution, Canons and
Resolutions of the General Synod of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion,)
or of the Constitution of any Diocese or acts
calculated to subvert either or both

Constitutions;

refusal or faflure to obey a directive given by
the General Synod through the Primate or
the Diocesan Bishop pursuant to powers
conferred by virtue of the relevant
provisions of the Constitution of the Church

of Nigeria; and

being a member of a secret society or cult,
and failure or refusal to renounce
membership of the same when required to

doso by aBishop.

If a member of the Church is accused of an
ecclegiastical offence, the complaint shall in
the first instance be investigated by a Church
Committee appointed by the Parish Council
trom outside its membership and the
findings of such Committee shall be
submitted in writing to the Vicar.,

The Vicar shall review the case and if he
considers the offence to have been
committed, shall submit nis
recommendation in writing to the Bishop
through his Archdeacon within one mmonth
of the submission of the case to him.

= mr, mmwman
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The Bishop, after such consultation ashe may deetn
necessaty, shall decide whether the alleged
offender shall be subjected to any punishment and
shall notify the Vicar and the Church Comimittee
through the Archdeacon of his decision in writing
before the lapse of two months from the receipt by

him of the recommendation of the submission by
the Vicar.

The punishment which the Bishop may administer
to any member found guilty of an ecclesiastical
offenceshall be any of the following:

(a) ex~-communication;

(by  removal from any office held in the Church
or Hocese;

(c} . disqualification from partaking of the Holy
Communion, oOf being nominated to
Diocesan office, the Parish Church Council,
or any office in the Church or in any Church
Saciety either indefinitely or for such period

as the Bishop shall think fit;

(d) if the offender be a Lay Reader, Catechist,

Warden, Sides mary, member of the Parish

Church Coungil or Diocese, suspension

from office either indefinitely or for such
period asthe Bishop shall think fit.

If any member of the Diocesan Board is alleged to
have committed an ecclesiastical offence int relation

to his duties as a Diocesan official, the Diocesan

Bishop shall set up 2 committee which shall

investigate the allegation against him and submita -§
report and secommendation to the Bishop. If the §
Bishop is satisfied that the allegation has been

proved, the Bishop may impose any punishment

- prescribed in this Canon.

pg.@
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REFERENCE BY
BSHOP

STANDING
COMMITTEE MEMEBER

APPEALS

SERVICES OF THE
CHURCH: POWER.
TO MAKE SERVICES
ADAFTATIONS

DIOCESAN SERVICES

The Bishop may, at any time on his own initiative, it
he has reasonable cause to believe that any offence
specified herein may have been committed by any
person, refer the matter to the Priest ini charge of the
Parish Church to which he belongs or at which he
worships regularly or to a Committee of the
Diocesan Board appointed by the Bishop.
Thereafter, the provisions of Clauses 2,3, 4 and 5 of

this Canon shall apply.

Where any member of the Standing Committee of
the Church is accused of an offence under Clause
1{g) above, the Standing Conmmittee shall set up a
Committee not exceeding three in number which
shall intvestigate the allegation against him and
submit a recommendation to the Primate who
shall, if satisfied that the offence has been
committed, impose any punishment prescribed in

Clause 4 hereof.

(1)  All appeals and correspondence as
appropriate, shall be channelled through the

Vicar, the Archdeacon, the Bishop, or the
Provincial Archbishop te the Primate.

(2)  Thedecision of the Primate shall be final.

CANON XVIII

Of Services of the Church

The Episcopal Synod shall have power to make
such adaptations and abridgements of, and
addition to, the Services of the Church as may be

required from timetotime,

It shall not be permissible for a Diocesan Bishap to
authorize for use in his Diocese any alterations in a
Service approved by the Episcopal Synod anless
the Episcopal Syned, or a body authorised by it for
the purpose, has approved the alteration as suitable
in itself, as being required by the conditions of the
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TOMPORARY 3

EXPERIMENT

Diocese and as not introducing any difference of
substance. He shall not authotize for use in his
Diocese any Liturgical Services or Occasional
Offices or any adaptations, abridgements or
additions in such Services unless the Episcopal
Synod or a body authorised by it for the purpose,
has approved the Services or alteration, The
Diocesan Bishop shall, subject to the Constitution
of the Church of Nigeria, have freedom to authorise
services for spectal occasions in his Diocese, and for

occasions not otherwise provided for,

Notwithstanding the regulations contained in the
foregoing Clause, it shall be permissible for a
Diocesan Bishop after consultation with the House
of Clergy and his Diocesan Synod and with the
approval of the Episcopal Synod, to authorise for a
period not exceeding two years such experimental
adaptations, abridgements, or additions to any
Liturgical Services or Occasional Offices as he may
think fit: provided that such experimental
adaptations, abridgements, or additions shall not
continue to be authorised beyond the said period of
two years without the approval of the Episcopal
Synod or a body authorised by it for the purpose.

CANON XIX

Of Declarations and Subscriptions

DECLARATION 1

OF SUBMISSION

No one shall be admitted to any office'in the Church
of Nigeria (Anglican Communion), nor shall he be
entitled o receive any income, emoluments or
benefit from or out of any property held under the
authority of the General Synod, unless he shail

have signed a declaration, according to the form, if

any, prescribed by the General Synod, of

submission to the regulations of the Church of

Nigeria relating to such office: provided that the
General Synod may dispense with thisrequirement
in the case of particular officers.
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A 5 The following Declarations shall be made and ;
DECLARATION subscribed before the Primate, Of SOME person duly
appointed by him, by all Bishops-Elect of the

Church of Nigeria, and before the Bishop by
pexsons to be admitted to Holy Orders, and by all
Priests and Deacons to be admitted to any office in
the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion):

iy  The Declaration of Belief

) TP I L i
ordained Deacon/Priest/Bishop do so affirm, and

accordingly declare my belief in the truth which is
revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the
Catholic Creed and to which the historic
formularies of the Church of Nigeria bear witness: N
and in public prayer and administration of the Ny
Sacraments, 1 will use only the forms of service
which are authorised ot allowed by Canons.

now to be |
!

(iiy The Declaration of Submissionto Synod
1 do also declare that I consent to be bound by the
regulations of the Diocese/ Church of Nigeria and
Canons which have been made, or which may
hereafter be made by the Diocesan /Church of
Nigeria Synod or may otherwise have Jawful effect

i the Diocese/ Church of Nigeria.

(i) TheOath of Canonical Obedience
(The Deacons/ Priests/Bishop holding the Bible in

uplifted right hand will say):

........................................ do swear by Almighty God
that T will pay true and canonical obedience to the

Bishop OFccciviiviriririmmmerre
Diocese/Primate of the Church of Nigeria and his

successors inall things lawful and honest.
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(v)  thatsuch defects of personality shall
have been shown to exist as to have
made the continuance of the martiage

impossible.

No such judgement shall be construed as
reflecting in any way upomn the legitimacy of
children or the civil validity of the former

relationship;

Bvery judgement rendered under this
Canon shall be lodged in the Diocesan

Registry;

Any person in whose favour a judgement
has been granted under the provisions of
this Canon may be married by a Clergyman
of the Diocese in which the judgement is
given. If the marriage is proposed to be
solemnized in another Diocese than the one
in which the judgement is giver, the said
judgement shall have been previously
submitted to and approved by the Bishop of
that Diocese.

Where two baptized persons are living
together as man and wife, their union not
having been solemnized by the Rites of the
Church, the Bishop may at his discretion
give permission for one or both of the
persons to be presented for Confirmation
and/or admitted to Holy Communion;
provided that the Bishop shall first be
satisfied inter alia /that the persons have
been married under native customary law or
under some other generally accepted law
and that they are without other partners.
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(2} The wives of a polygamist may, subject to
the provisions of Clause 5(5) of this Canon be
acmitted to Holy Baptism and shall not be
precluded from Confirmation and Holy
Communion solely on account of such
matital circumstances,

N CRLLANROUS 5. (1) A Communicant Member of the Church
who marriesa non-Christian, except it be
within the terms and conditions of Clause
2(2) of this Canon shall be suspended from
the reception of Holy Communion until
stich time as, in the discretion of the Bishop,
ke or she shall be restored thereto, or until
stich time as the non-Christian partner shall
have been baptized-and all other conditions
contained in this Canon relevant to stich a
case have been fulfilled; such restoration to
Holy Communion shall not include the
remaining privileges of Communicant
status until the non-Christian partner shall
have been baptized.

(2)  Communicant member of the Church who,
having obtained a divorce, contracts a new
union except as provided in Clause 2(4) of
this Canon shall automatically be
suspended from the reception of Holy
Communion,

(3)  Confirmed members of the Church who are
living together as man and wife under native
customary law or other generally accepted
Jaw and without other partners but who are
not eligible to be married by the Rites of the
Church during the lifetime of a former
partner may nevertheless, at the discretion
of the Bishop be readmitted to Holy
Communion; such readmission shall not be

—_— .
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institution recognised by the Church of
Nigeria {Anglican Communion).

Any person who does not have the above
qualifications, shall not be ordained as a Priest of
the Church and accorded the rights and privileges

appertaining thereto.

CANON XXII
Of Membership

The membership of the Church of Nigeria shall be
open to all persons who accept the aims and
objectives and the doctrines of the Church as
contained in the Constitution of the Church and in

the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion.

No person shall be considered a member of the

Church of Nigeria {Anglican Communion) unless
he iz accepted as a member by one of the Dioceses of
the Church in compliance with the Constitution of

the said Diocese,

In accordance with the doctrines of the Church of
Nigeria and/ or the Constitution of a Diocese, a
member shall be baptized, and may in addition be
confirmed or unconfirined, matried or unmarried,

financial or non-financial.

No person shall be a member of the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion) and at the same
time a member of any other religion or faith or
secret society or cult,

Any member of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Commurton) who forms another Church, or joins
another Church not in communion with the
Anglican Church or espouses another religion, or
denounces or renounces the doctrines of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) shall be
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VISION STATEMENT

«THE CHURCH OF NIGERIA
(ANGLICAN COMMUNION)
SHALL BE BIBLE-BASED,
SPIRITUALLY DYNAMIC, UNITED,
DISCIPLINED, SELF-SUPPORTING,
COMMITTED TO PRAGMATIC
EVANGELISM, SOCIAL WELFARE
AND A CHURCH "THAT
EPITOMIZES THE GENUINE LOVE

OF CHRIST.”
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Wednesday, Augnst 15, 2005,

Eon. Justice Babasola Ogunude
Chanceilor of Lagos West.

Pear Siy,

i CONSTITURION OF PANEL ON INQUIRY INT0 THE MANAGEMENT
AND DISPOSAL OF ABSETS OF THE CHURCH OF NIGERIA, DIOCESE
OF AWEA UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE MOST WEVD ALbg o
IR

Calvary greetings to you in the narme of our Lord Jesus Christ.

& The firme of e The % Asgocinies hiave copied us ol the above
complaint against the Most Revd Dr Alex Ibezim, Archbishop of the Niger
Provines and Bishop of Awlka Diceese.

e ducurients speak volumes aboll fhe purported sale of Dincesan
properdes and assets withoul due process.

b To avoid undue negative attention and embaz rrassment caused o the
Awlea Diccese in paricular and the Church of Nigeria in general, we have
prayeriully decided to constiinte o Visitation Panel with the following as
Chalrman and members -

&, Hon. Justice Babasola Ogunade
Chancellor, Lagos West - Chairman
b} Hom. Justice Nnena 0t - Member
Chancelior, Ohaji-Egbema Diocess
¢] Hon. Justice Taiwo Taiwo,
Chancellor, Diocese of Ondo : Member
dj The Rt Rev'd Ishaya Babs
Bishop of zaria : Member
o The Ven. Syreaius D, Okorike - Secretary

Yo do the following:

(a) mvestigate the allegations swith regard [0 the management and
disposal of the assets of the Church of Nigerie, Diocese of Awka
under the authoriny of thie hiost Rev'd Afex ¢ ezitn ae enninined i

L e
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1ie the looming consegue
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fr) De.l« mnine the vc—:mcily ar ovher
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“ae of the allegations:;
sbovEatiy wn Wt eralk

decis Jcm( 5) 0D Eflﬁ‘ LA
() Malie such rwmm%nd ation{s) as raay be deemed appropriate under
the clirelumstances.

4, Plepse note that the duratian of this assigmment is 4 weeks hrom the
date of inauguration which is scheduled for Menday, 18 th day of Angust
2025 at 1lam via Zoom.,

The ling will be forwarded 1o vou us soon as possible,

Yours in-the Christ

Phe Most Rev'd F"&“m 5?’

PTG W PRbgeRy - e
srohbishop, Metropetitan and

ﬁ. 1\( Ik“fhds A, 3':33”"3 MA (B, DD

2wl Al Nigerla,

of vetraenchmend of nundreds o
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. 2 LG AT IO IR LA TION PANELICOMMIT Vi
Y UHD PRIMALE O amm LANG MATTRRE REGARDING
LOMPLAINT OF MASSIVE CRIVINAL STRIPPING AND §TE 4110
DUASSETS OF CHURCH OF Mi0 é'ﬁi%(ﬁﬁ{mk{ﬂ“(wa%zbqu} ;
SWEADIQCESY BY ARCHBISHOP ALEXANDIR CHIBUZO 151 AT
HOLBENAY ST MATTHIAS HOUSE, GUDN/. ABUIA

i '-'-"s

BELWEEN;

PRINCE ECHEZONA RONTY O HUTGRO momeees LTSN
AN

“vi[{}" REV.ALEXANDER r'f"ﬂﬁ:fi%{j IBEZINE Phi,

f ""gﬁﬁ‘“‘fﬂﬁp CF THE PROVINGE OF PHE NIGER AND BISHOP OF

EBDIGCHSE OF AWK A {.f%.?'*f&ﬂh CECES Mﬁ’i{ﬁ‘{"f’m?{};
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MR PRELINMUNARY UBJECT POy
TARE NOTICE Lhat thm Honourable Panel/Commitiee or fiody 3 mi
moved on Friday, the 20% day of A ugust, 2023, at the hour of 9 o’clock i ;.é-u:
forencon or 30 soon thereafler ag counsel may be heard ont behal f of the
Aceused Person/Objector to raize preliminary objections against the
\mfeuiz;.aairwm "Visitation Panel com;uwrmrr zuy hearing or investigation in re espent
©the purponed o ttw dated 280 Valy, 2025 wriltten (0 the & CORMEHC and
Fmanetat Crimes Conunission on the wstruetions of one Frince Echezona Bont -
f“LIL”t}(;‘
The preliminary objections are:
L Prnce Echezona Bonti Obui gbo has no legal capaci ty or requisite
coustitutional capacity or standing to fodge any comptaint against the
accused person/objector in his capacity as a Bishop of the Diocese of
Awla (Anglicar Comm waion) and failed to follow due Drocess,
<. The instant Investigation/Visitation Panel For Body or Commitiee set up
by the Archbishop, Metropotitan and Primate of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion) is not properly constituted and lacks the
Jurisdiction to entertain, or carry out investigation in respect of the said
purported letter dated ”)8‘“ July, 2025, written to the Economic and
Finaneial Crimes Commission on i,he instructions of one Prince Fehezons
Bonti Onuigbo.
AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that the grounds upon which the
satd objections ace based are set out below,
WHEREFOR the Accused/Obfector shall pray for:
. AN ORDER strildng out the purported letter dated 28% July, 2025 for

tack of jurisdiction to entertain n;
\I"‘-} l'“:lm' Fna_, rl |r~j1 M;sﬁ c vri_':-‘.’!;,—h‘ e f_,._,.—?.”\_

investigation un the said pm‘{mm{ fertar dated ")5’”‘ ¥uiv z@’f‘“
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CHURCH OF NIGERIA
(ANGLICAN COMMUNION)

DIOCESE OF AWKA
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

Emmaus House.,

47, Arthur Eze Avenue,
Awka.

Ananambra State
(9137144090

16/09/2026
THE MOST REV'D HENRY €. NDUKUBA, MA, BD, MA (Ed.), D.D.,
Archbishop. Metropolitan and Primate of All Migeria.

Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion},

St. Matthras House,

Plot 942, lbrahim Waziri Crescent,

Apo.

Abuja.

Your Grace,
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFIED YTRUE COPY OF THE REPORT
SUBMITTED TO YOUR GRACE BY THE VISITATION TEAM 10O 1THE
DIOCESE OF AWIA

Your Grace will recall that by a letter dated lune 17,2026, you
constituted a Visitation Team to the Diccese of Awka to undertake a
comprehensive visitation to the Diocese of Awka and made the most Rev'd
Blessing Enyindah, PhD. JP, the Chairman of the Team with nine other
members,

The Terms of Reference you gave the Visitation Team are:

“(1} Interphase with all the aggrieved members of the Diocese and other state
holders with a view to resolving the issues around the assets, landed and

otherwise of the Diocese.




(2) Undertake such other activities and support same with appropriate
recommendalions as to the recovery of any of the propertics or lands of
the Diocese thal have been sold ar otherwise disposed of ™

[t 15 on record that the Visitation Team sat at Aguata Diocese and iavited
The Most Rev'd Alexander C. thezim, PhTY, the Archbishop of the Province of
the Niger and Bishop of the Diocese of Awka and other Dincesan officials to
appear before it which invitation was duly honoured. All the documentys and
information which Visitation Team requested for from the officials of the
Diocese of Awka were provided to the Team.

[t is very important Lo observe that the Visitation Team invited Prince
Fehezona Bonti Onuigbo who, by his Solicitor's letter dated 28th July, 2025,
made “COMPLAINT OF MASSIVE CRIMINAL STRIPPING AND
STEALING OF ASSETS OF CHURCH OF NIGERIA (ANGLICAN
COMMUNION) AWIKA DIOCESE BY ARCHBISHOP ALEXANDER
CHIBUZO IBEZIM WITH LOOMING CONSEQUENCE OF
RETRENCHMENT OF HUNDREDS OF STAFF OF DIOCESE OF AWKA
CHURCH OF NIGERIA™ to the Econamic and Financial Crimes Commission
(BE.C.CO but he refused to honour the invitation 1o produce evidence to
establish hig aliegations. The same petitioner had also refused to honour the
invitation to appear before the earlier Panel set up by your Grace an the same
subject matter which was headed by HON, JUSTICE QGUNADE, it is clear
that the petitioner has completely abandoned his frivolous allegations having
not provided evidence to substantiate them.

We are aware that the Visiiation Team have concluded its sittings al
Aguata Diocese, writlen and submitted its REPORT to your Grace since July
2026, that is, almost two months ago now.

We are entitled (o be given a copy of the Report of the Visitation Team
submitied w vour Grace.

I'have the instruction of the Registered Trustees of the Diocese of Awka
to formally request for a copy of the Report of the said Visitation Team (o be
given fo us to enable us know the findings made by the Team.

Thank you, sir, and God bless and guide you. The grace of our Lord Jesus
Chirist be with vour spiri: Galatians 6:18.

Yours faithfulty, .

B L NWOTOR, 5.AN,
Chancellor, Diocese of Awla
(Anglican Communion)




28 of the Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion), 2020, and must be strictly complied
with before imposing any form of disciplinary measure or
sanction including suspending or removing the plamntiff from
office as the incumbent Bishop of the Diocese of Awka
(Anglican Communion) and Archbishop of the Province of the
Niger.

. A declaration that at least one of the ten offences specifically
listed or mentioned in section 1 of CANON XVI for which a
Primate, a Provincial Archbishop, a Bishop, a Priest, or a
Deacon in the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) can be
tried, must be proved before any form of disciplinary measure or
sanction 18 imposed on the Plaintiff.

. A declaration that upon a proper construction or interpretation of
the extant Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion), 2020, particularly sections 26(1)(2)(3),
27, 29(1), 46(1)(a), 50(2), 56(2)(a), 58, 75(1)(2)(3), 76(1X2)(3),
TT(H(2)(3), 79(1)(2)(3)(4), 80(1}2)(3) of the Constitution and
Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion), 2020,
and Canon V sections 2, 11, 12, 13, 13, 15(1)(3)(6), 16, 17, 1§,
19, 20, 22, 23, 24, Canon VI sections 1(4), 4, Canon VII
sections 1, 3(2), 4, Canon IX sections 1, 2(2), 3(1), 4(1), Canon
XI1I sections 4, 5, Canon XIV sections 2(1)(2), 3, 5, 13, 15, 20,
Canon XV section 1, Canon X VI sections 2, 15, 16, 22, 25, 26,
36,41, 42, 50(g), Canon XV sections 7, 8(1)(2) (which
provides for the various responsibilities, duties, powers of the
Primate), the Primate, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the
Church of Nigeria lacks the power, authority, and competence to
orally, or in writing, or in any manner whatsoever, query,
suspend, dismiss, remove, retire or demand the retirement or
resignation of the Plaintiff as the Archbishop of the Province of
the Niger or as the Bishop of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican
Communion), or any serving Bishop and Archbishop 1n the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion).




4. A declaration that the threats made by the Primate, Archbishop
and Metropolitan of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) acting in collaboration with the Dean of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) against the Plaintiff
on 9% October, 2026, to arrest and detain him and to suspend,
remove, retire or dismiss the Plaintiff from his offices as the
Archbishop of the Province of the Niger and Bishop of the
Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) without any offence
being committed by the plaintiff and without following the laid
down procedure for imposing disciplinary sanctions on the
plaintiff, are unconstitutional, illegal, unlawful, u/tra vires, null
and void and of no effect whatsoever.

. A declaration that by virtue of section 4 Canon X of the
Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) 2020, the plaintiff is entitled to remain in office as
the Bishop of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) until
he attains the age of 70 (seventy) years.

. ‘A declaration that the defendants lack the power, authority, and
competence to truncate, abridge, or curtail the plaintiff’s vested
right to remain in office as the Bishop of the Diocese of Awka
(Angiican Communion) until he attains the age of 70 (seventy)
years.

. An order of injunction restraining the defendants by themselves
and by any organ or body or committee of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion) and by any other subordinate officers,
priests, clergy, Bishops, workers, servants, agents, privies, legal
officers, or howsoever, from writing, signing, and
issuing/serving/delivering any letter of suspension, or removal,
retirement or dismissal from his office, or, howsoever, to
truncate or terminate or curtail or abridge the plaintiff’s vested
right to remain in office as the Bishop of the Diocese of Awka
(Anglican Communion) until he attains the constitutionally
stipulated retirement age of 70 (seventy) years.

8. An order of injunction restraining the defendants by themselves
and by any organ, or body or committee of the Church of
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Awka which is the accused Bishop’s Diocese. The letter speaks
for 1tself and show that it was written by the Law Firm of Ike, Ike
& Associates “on the instructions of Prince Echezona Bonti
Onuigbo” who claimed in the letter that he “was born a Christian
of Anglican faith and his membership of Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion) dates back for over 60 years.” It is
submitted that the writer of the letter marked Exhibit C and his
client do not have the locus standi to make any complaint or
charge a Bishop of the Church for any offence as clearly shown
in the wordings of section 24 of Canon XVI and the 1* defendant
1s expressly prohibited from receiving such letter. The situation
was made worse by the fact that the letter was neither
addressed to the 1% defendant nor copied to him. The letter
was rather addressed to “The Zonal Director (Enugu Zonal
Directorate) Economic and Financial Crimes Commission.”

One wonders why the 1% defendant started acting on a letter
which was neither addressed nor copied to him! And a letter
expressly forbidden from being received.

3.4 Again, the complainant refused to appear before the Panels set

up by the 1* defendant vide Exhibits D and F {sce paragraphs
9 and 16 of the affidavit in support of the Originating
SUMmMmons).

3.5 To worsen matters and drive home the 1% defendant’s failure to
comply with the laid down procedures outlined above, he failed,
after receiving the Reports of the two Panels he set up, to submit
them to the Episcopal Synod with the result that the Episcopal
Synod could not perform its constitutional role to review the
Report and to submit the same to the Standing Committee which
was also incapacitated from performing its own constitutional
review role and was disabled from submitting its own views to
the General Synod where final decisions on the Report would
have been made. The 1% defendant simply put the two Reports
under lock and key for his eyes only which is a naked
violation of the very Constitution he personally signed and
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which is binding on him by virtue of section 90 of the
Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion), 2020,

3.6 It is well settled law that where a statute provides for a means of
doing a thing, no other means or manner shall be permitted. See:

(1) HON. MRS. DORATHY MATO V. HON. IORWASE
HERMAN HEMBER & 2 ORS. (2018) 5 N.W.L.R. (PT.1612)
258, on page 295, paragraphs E to F.

(2) MOBIL PRODUCING NIG. UNLTD V. JOHNSON (2018)
14 N.W.L.R. (PT.1639) 329.

(3) C.C.B. (NIG.) PLC V. ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF
ANAMBRA STATE (1992) 8 N.-W.L.R. (PT.261) 528.

(4) CROSS RIVER UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY V.
LAWRENCE D. OBETEN (2011) 15 N.W.L.R. (PT. 1271)
588, on page 608, paragraphs C to E.

In the case of SHARING CROSS EDUCATIONAL SERVICE
LIMITED V. UMARU ADAMU ENTERPRISE LIMITED & 2
ORS. (2026) 10 NNW.L.R. (PT.2049) 291, the Supreme Court of
Nigera in its leading judgment delivered by UWA, J.S.C., on
pages 319 to 320, paragraphs H to B, held:-

“It is a settled and a fundamental principle of our
jurisprudence that where a statute prescribes a method for
doing a thing, that method must be followed or the act done
would be rendered invalid.”

Following these judicial authorities, it is quite clear that the
defendants have no choice but to strictly comply with the
procedure or method stipulated in the constitution for disciplinary
control and the imposition of sanction on a serving Bishop or
Archbishop and other members of the Clergy. In the instant case
the defendants woefully failed to comply with the laid down




procedures and the result is that their actions are rendered invalid,
void and of no effect.

The court 1s urged to resolve issue one in the affirmative.
C2: ONISSUE NO.2 AS FORMULATED ABOVE

4.0 The second issue for determination is: Whether it is mandatory to
establish at least one of the ten grounds for disciplining a serving
Bishop and or Archbishop of the Church, stipulated in section 1
Canon X VT of the Constitution and Canons of the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion), 2020, before imposing any
disciplinary sanction on such Bishop?

4.1 The offences or grounds for trial and imposing disciplinary
sanctions on a Primate, a Provincial Archbishop, a Bishop, a
Priest, or a Deacon in the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) are spelt out in Canon XVI section 1 which reads:-

“(a) A conviction by a court of competent jurisdiction for
felony or other allied offences;

(b) “sexual immorality” the words “includes but is not
limited to homosexuality, lesbianism, bi-sexuality,
pacdophilia, adultery, fornication, rape and other sexually
abhorrent behaviour;

(c) conduct giving just cause for scandal or offence;
(d) heresy or false doctrine;

(¢) schism, or acceptance of membership in a religious body
not in communion with the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion);

() apostasy from the Christian faith;

(g) violation of any provision of the Constitution of the
Church of Nigeria or of a Diocese;




(h) disobedience, which is to say, wilful contravention of the
Regulations either of the General Synod, or of the
Diocesan Synod of the Diocese in which he holds office;

(1) neglect of the duties of his office;

(J) being a member of a secret society or cult, and failure or
refusal to renounce membership of the same when
required to do so.”

4.2 It is submitted that it is clear that there must be proof of at Ieast
one of the above-mentioned offences against a Bishop before
disciplinary sanction of any type or form is imposed on him,
Furthermore, there must be a trial in court presided by the Primate
in which all the Bishops of the Church are present, where charges
are brought against a Bishop. See section 22 of Canon XVI of the
said Constitution.

4.3 The well settled principle of interpretation is to interpret clear and
unambiguous provisions in their ordinary and natural meanings.
See PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC PARTY V. INDEPENDENT
NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION & 2 ORS. (2018) 12
N.W.L.R. (PT.1634) 533, on page 549, paragraphs D to E;
TORIOLA V. WILLIAMS (1982) 7 S.C. 27.

4.4 In the instant case, there is no evidence that the plaintiff
committed any of the offences listed in Section 1 of Canon XVI.
Without evidence establishing any of those grounds against the
plaintiff, there cannot be disciplinary sanctions. Consequently,
issue two should be resolved in the affirmative.

C3: ON ISSUE NO.3 AS FORMULATED ABOVE

5.0 The third issue for determination is: Whether upon a proper
construction or interpretation of the extant Constitution and
Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion), 2020,
particularly sections 26(1)(2)(3), 27, 29(1), 46(1)(a), 50(2),
56(2)(a), 58, 75(1)(2)(3), 76(1)(2)(3), T7(1)(2)(3), T9(1)(2)(3)(4),
80(1)(2)(3) of the Constitution and Canons of the Church of
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Nigeria (Anglican Communion), 2020, and Canon V sections 2,
11,12, 13, 13, 15(1)(3)(6), 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, Canon
VI sections 1(4), 4, Canon VII sections 1, 3(2), 4, Canon IX
sections 1, 2(2), 3(1), 4(1), Canon XII sections 4, 5, Canon XIV
sections 2(1)(2), 3, 5, 13, 15, 20, Canon XV section 1, Canon
XVl sections 2, 15, 16, 22, 25, 26, 36, 41, 42, 50(g), Canon XVII
sections 7, 8(1)(2) (which provides for the various
responsibilities, duties, powers of the Primate), is the Primate,
Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Church of Nigeria granted or
conferred the power, authority and competence to query, suspend,
dismiss, remove, retire or demand the retirement or resignation of
the Plaintifl from his offices as the Archbishop of the Province of
the Niger and as the Bishop of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican
Communion) or any serving Bishop and Archbishop in the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)?

5.1 The office of Primate, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Church
of Nigeria was established by section 26(1) of the Constitution
and Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion),
2020. By virtue of section 26(2) of the same Constitution, the
Primate of the Church of Nigeria:

“Shall hold office under, and have privileges, powers,
authority and duties as are defined by the Constitution,
Canons and Regulations made by or under the authority
of the General Synod and shall exercise all the rights and
perform all the duties of the office of a Metropolitan”,

5.2 This provision is clear and unambiguous and show that the
privileges, powers, authority and duties of the Primate of the
Church of Nigeria are not at large but are “as defined by the
Constitution, Canons and Regulations made by or under the
authority of the General Synod”. The pertinent question is: is
there any provision of the Constitution, Canons and Regulations
made by or under the authority of the General Synod which gave
the Primate of the Church of Nigeria the privilege, power, authority
or duty to query, suspend, dismiss, remove or retire a serving
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Bishop? The answer is No. The functions of the Primate listed in
section 29(1) of the Constitution and Canons of the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion), supra, does not include the
specific power to query, suspend, dismiss, remove or retire a
serving Bishop. It is instructive to note that the “general authority
and supervision over the whole of the Church of Nigeria” given to
the Primate by section 29(1)(a) of the said Constitution and Canons
of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) is, again, not at
large, but is to be exercised “in accordance with the provisions of
this Constitution and the Canons of the Church”. In other words,
such general authority and supervision must be in accordance with
the provisions of the Constitution and the Canons of the Church.
There is no provision in the Constitution and Canons of the Church
which empower the Primate of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) to suspend or exercise disciplinary control over a
Bishop. Sections 26(1)(2)(3), 27, 29(1), 46(1)(a), 50(2), 56(2)(a),
38, 75(1)(2)(3), 76(1)(2)(3), 77(1)(2)(3), 79(1)2)(3)(4), BO(1)(2)(3)
of the Constitution and Canon V sections 2, 11, 12, 13, 14,
15(1)(3)(6), 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, Canon VI sections 1(4),
4, Canon VII sections 1, 3(2), 4, Canon IX sections 2, 4, Canon X
section 1, Canon XI sections 1, 2(2), 3(1), 4(1), Canon XII sections
4, 5, Canon XIV sections 2(1)(2), 3, 5, 13, Canon XIV sections
2(1)2), 3, 5, 13, 15, 20, Canon XV section 1, Canon X VI sections
2,15,16,22,25, 26,36, 41, 42, 50(g), Canon XVII sections 7,
8(1)(2), provides for the various responsibilities, duties, and powers
of the Primate. None of those provisions vested the Primate with
the power to suspend or remove a Bishop or Archbishop from
office. Had the Constitution intended to confer upon the Primate the
power to exercise disciplinary control over a Bishop or Archbishop,
it would have expressly said so. In law, all acts are prohibited for
artificial entities including the office of Primate of the Church of
Nigeria except specifically permitted. Sec the case of MAJOR
GENERAL KAYODE ONI & 4 ORS. V. GOVERNOR OF EKITI
STATE & ANOR. (2019) 5 N'W.L.R. (PT.1664) 1, on page 24,
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paragraphs D to E, per his Lordship, AUGIE, J.S.C., delivering the
leading judgment, thus:-

“It is settled that for artificial entities, including
government offices (and the Governor in this case), the
rule is that all acts are prohibited except specifically
permitted”.

5.3 The well settled principle of law is as expressed in the Latin
maxim: expressio unius est exclusio alterius, which was well
explained by the Supreme Court of Nigeria in ONI V.
GOVERNOR OF EKITI STATE, supra, on page 23,
paragraphs E to G, thus:-

“One of the maxims of statutory interpretation is
expressio unius est exclusio alterius (express mention of
one thing excludes others) i.e. although there is no
express exclusion, exclusion is implied. An implied
exclusion argument lies whenever there is reason to
believe that if the Legislature meant to include a
particular thing within the ambit of a statute, it would
have referred to that thing and because of this
explanation, its failure to mention that thing becomes
grounds for inferring that it was deliberately excluded.
Simply put, the express mention of one thing in any
statutory provision automatically excludes any other,
which otherwise, would have applied by implication with
regard to the same issue. See Ehuwa V. O.S.1.E.C. (2006)
I8N.W.L.R. (PT.1012) 544 at 569 SC, Udoh V.
O.H.M.B. (1993) 7 N.W.L.R. (PT.304) 139 SC, and Att.
Gen., Ondo State V. Att. Gen., Ekiti State (2001) 17
NWLR (PT.743) 706,

5.4 In the case of OCHE C. OLOJA & 20 ORS. V. GOVERNOR,
BENUE STATE & 2 ORS. (2016) 3 NWLR (PT.1499) 217, on
page 242, paragraphs A to C, OGBUINYA, I.C.A,, as his Lordship
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because one of the ten grounds for bringing charges against the
Primate as stated in Canon XVI section 1(g) is “violation of any
provision of the Constitution of the Church of Nigeria or of a

Diocese.”

5.6 In THJANI MUSA TUMSAH V. FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
NIGERIA & ANOR. (2018) 17 N.-W.L.R. (PT.1648) 238, on page
277, paragraph C, the Court of Appeal held:-

“In addition, bodies set up by the law must be made to
operate within the confines of their boundaries
circumscribed by the law. The consequence of acting in
violation of these principles would be absolute chaos in the
polity™.

The st defendant acted ultra vires by saying that he would suspend
the plaintiff or retire him prematurely. The pronouncements of the
Primate threatening to remove or suspend or prematurely retire the
plaintiff is a nullity, void. The revered Lord Denning, M.R., in
MACFOY V. U.A.C. (1961) 2 ALL E.R. 1169, on page 1172 said:-

“If an act is void, then it is in law a nullity. It is not only bad,
but incurably bad. There is no need for an order of the court to
set it aside. It is automatically null and void without much ado,
though it is sometimes convenient to have the court to declare
it to be so. And every proceeding which is founded on it is also
bad and incurably bad. You cannot put something on nothing
and expect it to stay there. It will collapsc”,

C4, SAND 6: ON ISSUES 4, 5 AND 6 AS FORMULATED
ABOVE

6.0 The fourth, fifth and sixth issues for determination as formulated
above will be argued together.

6.1 Having demonstrated in the submissions made above that the st
defendant has no power or authority to suspend or prematurely
retire a serving Bishop and Archbishop such as the plaintiff in this
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case, it follows that his threats to do so including to arrest and
detain him are unlawful. See paragraphs 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 25
of the affidavit in support of the Originating Summons. The 1st
defendant’s threats are unlawful, unconstitutional and ultra vives
his powers under the said Constitution which he signed into law.

6.2 By virtue of section 4 Canon X of the constitution and Canons of
the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion), supra,

"Every Bishop of the Church of Nigeria shall be deemed to
retire from office on attaining the age of seventy years”

In view of this provision, the plaintiff is perfectly entitled to
remain in office until he attains the retirement age of 70 years.
The defendants have no right to curtail or terminate such
plamtiff’s vested right.

6.3 Having regard to the foregoing submissions, the court is,
respectfully, urged to resolve issues 4,5, and 6 formulated above
in the affirmative,

C7: ON ISSUE NO.7 AS FORMULATED ABOVE

7.0 1t is settled law that injunction is granted to support a legal right.
See :

1. OBIDIEGWU ONYESOH, V. NZE CHRISTOPHER
NNEBEDUM & 3 ORS. (1992) 3 N.-W.L.R.. (Pt. 24229) 315,
on page 336, paragraphs E to H.

2 AKAPO V. HAKEEM-HABEEB (1992) 6 N.W.L.R. (Pt. 247)
266, on pages 289 to 290.

3. KOTOYE V.C.B.N. (1989) I N.W.L.R. (PT.98) 419,

4, OBEYA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL V. A.-G., FEDERATION &
ANOR. (1987) 3 N.W.LR. (Pt. 60) 325.
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5. COMMISSIONER OF WORKS, BENUE STATE V. DEVCON
LTD, (1988) 3 N.-W.L.R. (Pt. 83) 407.

The plaintiff’s depositions in paragraphs 19 to 26 of the affidavit in
support of the originating summons show threats to his legal rights. It
is sufficient, in law, to grant an order of injunction where a party’s
legal right has been threatened, as in the instant case, as shown above.
See REUBEN I. EZEBILO & ANOR. V. CHINWUBA (1997) 7
N.W.LR. (Pt. 511) 108, on page 124, paragraphs C to F.

E. CONCLUSION

8.0 Having regard to the cogent and convincing facts of this case and
the law, the court is, respectfully, urged to hold that this case has
substantial merit. The reliefs sought by the plaintiff should,
therefore, be granted.

May it please your Lordship.

—"’/.

C.S. IKERIA, ESQ.,
7 = B.EL NWOFOR & CO
T o] AR :

o 21, Onne Road,
B % 3 TG.R.A. Phase 2,
: r Port Harcourt,

i P Rivers State.

et L 08064343695
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1. For filing in court
2. For Service on:

DEFENDANTS

Plot 942, Tbrahim Waziri Crescent
Gudu District,

Apo, Abuja.

>
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Whose address for service in Awka

Through the chambers of:
CHIEF OZOEMENA ONYALL

S.AN.,

No. 26, Dr. Okey Anueyiagu Road,
Off Old INEC Road,

Awka.

Anambra State.
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THE MOST REVEREND ALEXANDER CHIBUZO IBEZIM,
hD (ARCHBISHOP OF THE PROVINCE OF THE NIGER
AND BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF AWKA (ANGLICAN
COMMUNION)). -

PLAINTIFF/APPLICANT
AND o - i

I. THE MOSTRE VEREND HENRY C. NDUKURBA
(ARCHBISHOP, METROPOLITAN & PRIMATE OFALL
NIGERIA) |

Z. THE MOST REVEREND BLESSING ENVINDAH
(DEAN, CHURCH OF NIGERIA AND
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UNDER ORDER 39 RULES 1(1), 2(2). 8, ORDER 4 RULES
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RULES, 2019. AND SECTION 6(6)(A) OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDEERAL REPUBLIC
NIGERIA, 1999, AS AMENDED
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on his behalt, mas be heard praying for:-

L.

Anorder of interlocutory injunction restraining the

defendants respondents by themselves and by any organ or body
or committee of the Church of Nigeria {Anglican Communion)
and by any other subordinate otficers, priests, clergy, Bishops,
workers, servants, agents, privies, tegal officers, or howsoever,
from writing, signing, and Issuing/serving/delivering any letter
ot suspension, or removal, retirement or dismissal, from his
otfices as Archbishop of the Province of the Niger and Bishop of
the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) ot, howsoever, to
fruncate or terminate or curtail or abridge the plaintiff’s vested
right stipulated in section 4 Canon X to remain.in office as the
Bishop of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) until he
attains the constitutionally retirement age of 70 (seventy) years,
stipulated in section 4 Canon X of the Constitution ands Canon
of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) pending the
hearing and determination of the substantive Suit.

Anorder of interlocutory injunction restraining the defendants
by themselves and by any orgar, or'body or committee of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) and by any other
subordinarte officers, priests, clergy, Bishops, workers, servants,
agents, privies, legal officers, or howsoever, from further
threatening to suspend, remove or retire the plaintiff from his
offices as Archbishop of the Province of the Niger and Bishop of
the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) and from
interfering in the affairs of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican
Communion) for any purpose whatsoever without the prior
consent in writing of the plaintiff. or his successors in office,
after his retirement and the expiration of his tenure of office, and
without the prior consent of the Diocesan Board and Diocesan
synod and the Registered Trustees of the Diocese of Awka
(Anglican Communion), pending the hearing and determination

of the substantive suit.
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[N THE HIGH COURT OF ANAMBRA STATE OF NIGERIA
IN THE AWKA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDENAT AWKA

Mg*;) insa

SUIT NO.A/ /2026
BETWEEN: od N&IEe

THE MOST REVEREND ALEXANDER CHIBUZO IBEZIM,
PhD (ARCHBISHOP OF THE PROVINCE OF THE NIGER
AND BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF AWKA (ANGLICAN

COMMUNION)).

___________ PLAINTIFE

AND

1. THE MOST REVEREND HENRY C. NDUKUBA
(ARCHBISHOP, METROPOLITAN & PRIMATE OF ALL
NIGERIA) |

5. THE MOST REVEREND BLESSING ENYINDAH
(DEAN, CHURCH OF NIGERIA AND CHATRMAN OF
VISITATION TEAM TO THE DIOCESE OF AWKA
ILLEGALLY CONSTITUTED BY THE 18T DEFENDANT

VIDE LETTER DATED 17/6/2026)
------ DEFENDANTS

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF MOTION ON NOTICE

I, THE MOST REVEREND ALEXANDER CHIBUZO
IBEZIM, Ph.D., Archbishop of the Province of the Niger and Bishop
of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion), of Archbishop’s
Palace, Anglican Village, Ifite-Awka, Anambra State, citizen of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, do hereby make oath and state, as

follows:-

1. I am the Plaintiff in this case.
2. 1 am the incumbent elected Archbishop of the Province of the

Niger which covers the entire Anambra State. In effect, [ am the




WS

spiritual leader of all Anglicans in Anambra State with the entire
state as my ecclesiastical jurisdiction.
[ am also the incumbent elected Bishop of the Diocese of Awka
(Anglican Communion) since 2010,
The first defendant is the person presently occupying the office
of Primate, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Church of
Nigeria, which was established by section 26(1) of the
Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion), 2020.
The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) has Dioceses
and churches all over Nigeria including in this Judicial Division
of the High Court of Anambra State.
The second defendant is the Dean of the said Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion) and the person appointed by the 1st
defendant as Chairman of the Visitation Team to the Diocese of
Awka vide letter dated Wednesday, June 17, 2026, a copy of
which is hereto exhibited and marked Exhibit A.
The Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion), 2020 is hereto exhibited and marked
Exhibit B. |
[ have carefully read through the said Constitution and Canons
of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) and seen:
(1) that it is clearly stated in CHAPTER X1V
DISCIPLINE sections 54 and 55 that:
“54 The General Synod shall have exclusive power
to make provisions with regard to discipline and in
particular-
(a)to prescribe and define offences for which a
Bishop, Priest, Deacon or member of the Laity of
the Church of Nigeria may be tried; and '
(b)to determine the constitution and rules of
procedure of Diocesan, Provincial and final
appellate Tribunals for the exercise of
Ecclesiastical discipline and establish a final
Court of Appeal for the purpose.

2




“55 Any Bishop, Priest, Deacon or Laity of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) against
whom a charge is brought shall be fried in
accordance with provisions of the relevant Canons
on Discipline”.

(2)that in CHAPTER X VI DISPUTE RESOLUTION, the
procedure for handling COMPLAINTS AGAINST
THE BISHOP OF A DIOCESE are spelt out in section
75(1)(2)(3)(4)(5) which reads:

“75(1) Where the complaint is against the acts or
omissions of the Bishop of the Diocese, then
the complaint, in writing, shall be made to the
Primate wheo shall forward same to the Bishop
and call for his response.

(2) The concerned Bishop shall deliver his response
to the allegations not later than twenty-one days
after receipt of the complaint from the Primate
who shall thercafter set up a Seven-Man
Committee, comprising of at least three Bishops
and three Chancellors, {(none from the Diocese of
the Bishop concerned) to look into the matter
and report back to the Primate within a period of
fourteen days.

(3) The Primate shall, within fourteen days of the
submission of the findings and the
recommendations of the Committee, submit
same to the Episcopal Synod for consideration.

(4) The Episcopal Synod may after the consideration
of the report review, modify, reject or adopt the
recommendations which shall be subject to the
approval of the Standing Committee.

(5) The approval of the Standing Committee referred
to in subsection (4) of this section shall be
subject to ratification by the General Synod




whose decision on the matter shall be final and
binding.
(3) that the procedure for handling COMPLAINTS

AGAINST THE ARCHBISHOP OF A PROVINCE are
lucidly stated in section 76(1)(2)(3)(4)(5) which reads:

“76(1) Where the complaint is against the acts or
omissions of the Archbishop of a Province, then the
complaint, in writing, shall be made to the Primate
who shall forward same to the Archbishop and call

for his response.

(2) The concerned Archbishop shall deliver his response
to the allegations not later than twenty-one days
after receipt of the complaint from the Primate who
shall thereafter sct up a Seven-Man Committee,
comprising of the Dean, at least three Archbishops
and Three Chancellors (none from the Province of
the Archbishop concerned) to look into the matter
and report back to the Primate within a period of

fourteen days.

(3) The Primate shall, within fourteen days of the
submission of the findings and the recommendations

of the Committee, submit same to the Episcopal
Synod for consideration.

(4) The Episcopal Synod may after the consideration of
the report review, modify, reject or adopt the
recommendations which shall be subject to the
approval of the Standing Commuittee.

(5) The approval of the Standing Committee referred to
in subsection (4) of this section shall be subject to
ratification by the General Synod whose decision on
the matter shall be final and binding.




(4) that in CANON X VT entitled “Of Ecclesiastical Discipline”,
the charges, or offences or accusations on which a Primate,
A Provincial Archbishop, A Bishop, A Priest or a Deacon in
the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) may be
presented for trial are listed in section 1 of CANON XVTI as
follows:-

“(a) A conviction by a court of competent jurisdiction
for felony or other allied offences;

(b) “sexual immorality” the words “includes but 1s
not limited to homosexuality, lesbianism, bi-
sexuality, paedophilia, adultery, fornication, rape
and other sexual abhorrent behaviour;

(¢c) conduct giving just cause for scandal or offence;

(d) heresy or false doctrine;

(e) schism, or acceptance of membership ina
religious body not in communion with the Church
of Nigeria (Anglican Communion);

(f) apostasy from the Christian faith;

(g) violation of any provision of the Constitution of
the Church of Nigeria or of a Diocese;
(h) disobedience, which is to say, wilful contravention

of the Regulations either of the General Synod, or
of the Diocesan Synod of the Diocese in which he

holds office;
(i) neglect of the duties of his office;

() being a member of a secret society or cult, and
failure or refusal to renounce membership of the

same when required to do s0.”




(5) that in sections 22,24,25,26,27, and 28 of CANON XVI,
other vital procedural provisions are made regarding trial of
Bishops, thus:-

“22. A Bishop of the Church shall, where charges are
brought against him be tried by a court consisting of
the Primate and the Bishops of the Church of Nigeria.
The Primate shall preside. The Bishops except the
accused, shall be summoned by the Primate to the
hearing of the charge; but no trial shall take place
unless there be present at least six Bishops, inciuding
the Primate, but excluding the accused.

24. No charge shall be received against a Bishop of the
Church unless it be preferred, it if relates to a matter
of Faith and Doctrine, by at least five Priests of the
Diocese, or by a Bishop of the church or, if it relates
to other matters, by at least three Priest of the
Diocese and also three Lay Representatives in the
Synod of the Diocese of the accused Bishop.

95 Tn the case of an accusation against a Bishop, the
Articles of Presentment shall be delivered to the
Primate, except he be the accused in which case they
shall be delivered to the Dean of the Church of
Nigeria.

26. The Primate (or if the Primate is the accused, the
Dean of the Church) shall, at the earliest moment
after receipt of the Articles of Presentment transmit a
copy of the same to the accused, and to each of the
other Bishops of the Church. All intimations and
citations shall be deemed to be duly served by a copy
thereof being forwarded by registered post to the
residential address of the accused.

27. The trial shall take place within four months of the
receipt of the Articles of Presentment by the Primate

6




thereby truncate my vested right to retire from service at the
age of 70 years, I have instituted this action in this court for
redress.

29. Unless this honourable court expeditiously grants me the reliefs
[ am seeking in this suit, I would suffer irreparable,
irretrievable and outrageous damage and injury and injustice
which no monetary award can assuage.

30. I do solemnly and sincerely declare that I make this solemn
declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and
by virtue of the provisions of the Oaths Act.

Sworn at the High Court Registry,
Awka, this [$#5 day of October, 2026.
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Chorch of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) Constitution and Canons 2020

CHAPTER T
THE GENERAL PROVISIONS

Constitutionn and Canons of the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion), 2020.

CITATIOMN 1. This
UNITY 3 (1}
AIMS, OBJECTIVES (2)
AN PRINCIPLES

o

Constitution shall be known as the

The Church of Nigeria (.Anglican}g
Communion), hereinafter called “the;
Church of Nigeria”, shall remain oneg
uritecd and indissoluble Church Llnder

Godl.

Communion} are:

(a) to evangelize, and promote theil
knowledge of God and the adherences
to the teaching and examples of Jesus?
Christ;

values and morals;
(c)  toassistin the care and welfare uf th
people, particulacly the poor, theif
aged and the needy; P
(d)  to provide for the spiritual welfare ofig
her members; i
(e)  toacquire land for the attainment ofi}
her objectives;
(£] to ralse funds through 1aumhes,
contributions and any other lawfulig
means, ‘
(g)  to undertake all other things which
are reasonably incidental to they
foregoing objectives,

—
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(3)

4)

Subject to any Canon 0f Regulation made in that
behalf, the membership of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican ~ Communion) shall be open to all
persons who accept the aims arid objectives, the
doctrines and the Constitution of the Church,

The Secretariat of the Church of Nigeria shall be in
the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja which shall
also be the headquarters of the Church of Nigeria
and the seat of the Archbishop, Primate and

Metropolitan of Nigeria.

(1) The Church of Nigeria shall be in full
communton with all Anglican. Clwrches
Dioceses and Provinces that hold and
maintain the Historic Faith, Doctrine,
Sacrament and Discipiine of the one Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Chuzch as the Lord
has commanded in His holy word and as the
same are received as taught in the Book of
Common Prayerand the Ordinal 0f 1662 and
in the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion.

(2)  In the interpretation of the aforementioned
formularies and in all questions of Faith,
Doctrine and Discipline, the decisions of the
Heclesiastical tribunals of the Church of
Nigaria shall be final.

The Church of Nigeria shall have three Orders of
the Ministry, namely:

(a)  Bishops who shall have a special
responsibility and authority for the
preservation of the truth of the doctrine of
the Church for the purity of its life, and the
worthiness of its worship;

(b)  the Priests who in co-operation with and
ander the guidance of the Bishops have a
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special - responsibility for preaching  thel
word of God and administering the Hol
Sacraments and generally for the cure o
souls; and

(¢)  the Deacons, who have a specia
responsibility for the care of the poor ar
distressed, for the instruction of the youn

and the ignorant and for giving assistance b :
; the Priests in Divine Service. g
| CHAPTER I
. THE GENERAL SYNOD
POWLRS 5. The General Synod as hereby constituted, shall bel
the Legislative body of the Church of Nigeria
every enactment, resolution or directives thereoﬁ
e shali be binding upon the Church of Nigeria and on
f every Province, Diocese, Officer, and member
thereof.
COMEOSITION 6. The General Synod shall consist of:
()  the House of Bishops;
(b)  the House of Clergy; and
(¢)  the House of Laity
constituted in accordance with the provisions of
d this Constitution.
O ors 7. TheHouse of Bishops shall consist of:
(a)  the Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate;

of the Church of Nigeria,

(b)  theDeanof the Churchof Nigeria;

(¢)  theProvincial Archbishops;

()  all Serving Bishops of the Church
Nigeria; and

(e)  retired Bishops who are not engaged 1

o
Sy
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1G.

(2)

Canstiiuiion and Canaas 2020

remunerative worle outside the ardained
Ministry: provided that they shail have no

rightto vote.

The House of Clergy shall consist ol Priests
and Deacons who hold the Licence of the
Bishop of the Diocese they represent, elected
in steh manner and in accordance with such
rules as the Diocesan Synod may make in
thatbehalf.

Unless the General Synod or the Standing
Cornmittee otherwise decides, every
Diocese shall be represented by two Clerical
representatives.

The House of Laity shall consist of such
communicant members of the Church of the
age of eighteen years and above elected or
appointed Lay Representatives of the
Diocese they represent in such marner and
in accordance with such rules as the
Diocesan Synod may make in that behall,

Unless the General Synod or the Standing
Committee otherwise decides, every
Diocese shall be represented by three Lay
representatives which shall include the
Chancellor and at least one woman.

fach Diocese shall make rules to provide for the
filling of vacancies in Clerical and Lay
representation of the Diocese which may occur
through death, resignaticn, loss of qualification or
any other cause between the time of the election or
appointment and the subsequent meeting of the

General Synod.

T T ety
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MERTINGS OF THE GENERAL SYNOD

11

12,

13.

Ordinary Sessions of the General Synod shall ta
- place every THREE vyears; provided that tf
General Synod shall meet whenever {
Archhishop, Metropolitan and Primate decidg
that the circumstances of the Church require ita :
provided also that the General Synod shall 4 g
summoned by the Archbishop, Metropolitan agf
Primate whenever requested to do so by at less
one-third of the membership of a House.

)

(2)

o)

The Primate of the Church of Nigey
(Anglican Commumion) shall be Prebidef_
of the General Synod and shall presidle at if
sessions thereof. g

During a vacancy in the office of Primat
the absence of the Primate from any meet
of the General Synod or any Comumit
Council, Board or Commission constituted
ander the Constitution or any Canon, unlej
otherwise provided, the Dean of the Chuuef
of Nigeria or in his absence the Provincifg
Axchbishop senior by presentation jfj
Archbishop, and if none be present, ti}
Bishop senior by consecration, shall presidqf

The Primate shall give to all the Bishops (}
the Church of Nigeria at least six calends
months notice of every ordinary session

the General Synod, and the Bishop of eac
Diocese shall cause such notice to B
published throughout his Diocese and sej
to all members of the General Synod in b
Diocese through their registered addres
within four weeks of receiving such notid
provided that when a special session of th
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14.

15.

186.

General Synod is convened, two months
notice shall be sufficient. :

(2} The agenda for the General Synod shall be
prepared by the Primate in consultation
with the Standing Committee of the Church
of Nigeria.

At least one-third of the members of each of the
three Houses of Bishops, Clergy and Laity
representing at least three-gquarters of the number
of Dioceses in the Church of Nigeria must be
present for the transaction of business In the
General Synod, and it shall be competent for any
member of the Synod, at any time to call for the
counting of the members present.

VOTING

The three Houses shall sit together and unless a
greater vole on any question is required by the
Constitution or by the Canons or-any regulation
made hereunder in cases not specifically dealt with
by this Constitution or unless a vote by Houses is
requived under this Constitution, the affirmative
vote of the majority of all the members present and
voting at a duly constituted session of the General

Synod shall suffice to carry any questior.

Where any member present at a qessmn of the
General Synod so demands, votmg shall be by
Houses and shall be conducted in the following
order: first, the House of Laity, then the House of
Clergy and then the House of Bishops.
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CHAFPTE

OF THE GENERAL SYNOD
2. {1 [tshall be the duty of the General Synod -

(a)  to consider malters concerning the Church
of Wigeria and mmake provision for the
administration of its affairs and for the
promotion of the spiritual welfare and weil
being of its members by Canons,
Regulations, Resolutions, Directives or
other Instrurments as may be appropriate;

and

(b} toconsider and express their opinion onany

matters of religious or publicinterest.

(2)  Motwithstanding the functions of the
General Synod specified in subsection (1) of
this section, the General Synod may suspend
a Diocese from attending the General Synod
or any meeting of the Standing Corunittee if
it has defauited in the payment of its annual
assessment to the Church of Nigeria
consistently for aperiod of two years.

22, For the avoidance of doubt, the General Synod as
hereby constituted shail be the legislative body of
the Church of Nigeria and every enactment,
resclution or directive of the said Synod shall have
effect and be binding upon the Church, every
Bcclesiastical Province or Diocese therein and upon
all officers and members thereof and, subject as
hereinafter provided the General Synod shall have
authority and jurischiction in all matters affecting n
any way, the general interest and well-being of the
whole Churchand inparticular:

s
ve i)
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the
lation of
Lo arder

(i} the congtitudon and erganisation of
Ceneral Synod including the regu

the time and place of its meetings, t!
ana conduct of its proceedings, and the

ipfment, functions ancl duiles of s

S

i

officers, committees and other orgarns; 2

3G
{ii) the national character, constituiion,
integrity and autonomy of the Chureh of

Nigeria,

the relations of the Church toa ther religious
bodies in Nigeria and elsewhere;

(ivy the refations of the Church to other |
Churches of the Anglican Communion; ;

(v)  theelection, retirementor resignation of the A
Primate of the Chutch of Nigeria, the
Provincial Archbishops and Diocesan
Bishops including the consecration of
Diocesan Bishops; :

(viy discipline of Clergy and of Laity of the ’
(hurch of Nigeria;

(vii) the constitution and powers of and
procedure in courts of original and appellate
surisdiction for the trial of offences and the

enforcement of judgements;

the revision, adaptation and publication ofa
Book of Common Prayer and a Hymnal for

the Church;

(viii)

(ix) the establishment of minimum standards of
theological education for Postulants with at
least WASC/8SC, GCE with five (5) credits P
which shall inciude English Language and
Christian Religious Knowledge for training i
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OTHER FUNCTIONS ;
OF THE ARCHBISHOP, 29. (1)
MBETROPOLITAN

AND PRIMATE

of his presentation or when he attains the
age of seventy years, whichever fist occurs;

Cr

having given notice of his intention to resign
or retire, the Dean shall in consultation with
the Episcopal Synod accept the resignation;
or

upon representation made to the Dean by
one third of the Diocesan Bishops that his
appointment be terminated or he is required
to retive by a resolution supported by a
majority of two-thirds of the General Synod:
Proviced that he shall be given the fullest
opportunity to defend himself against any
charges that may have been brought against

hitr.,

In addition to his functions as Diocesan
Bishop, the Primate shall have the following
functions -

()  to have a general authority and
supervision over the whole of the
Church of Nigeria in accordance with
the provisions of this Constitution
and the Canons of the Church;

(o) to confirm the appointment of any
person duly elected a Bishop in the
Church of Nigeria and to arrange for
his consecration if he be not already
consecrated;

(@ topreside when he is so required by
Regulations pertaining thereto at the
hearing of appeals in accordance
with the provisions of this
Constitution concerning the trial of
Bishops, the Clergy, and the Laity
and also on other occasions when the
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Houseof Bishops sitsas a court.

(d)  to visit officially the Dioceses of the
Church of Nigeria whether at the
invitation of the Bishop of the Diocese i
oronthis owninitiative; :

(&) torepresent the Church of Nigeria in
its relationship with the rest of the
Anglican Communion and other
Churches in communion with it and
on its behalf to correspond with other j-
Metropolitans;

() to perform such other functons
prescribed by this Constitution or ag
may from time to time be entrusted to
him by the General synod or the
Standing Committee,

Gk OF (2)  The tenure of the Primate shall be in accordance
with the provisions of the Canons or Regulations
made inrespect thereof by the General bynod. ;

CHAPTER VI
OFFICE OF THE DEAN
T3 o OF 30. (1) There shall be for the Church of Nigeria, a
OF NIGERTA Dean who shall be elected in accorcance
with the provisions of Clauses 2 and 3 of
Canon ITL.

(2} During the illness or other incapacity of the
Primate, the Dean of the Church of Nigeria
shall perform all the duties of the Primacy.

(3)  In the absence of the Primate frem any
meeting of General Synod or any
Committee, Council, Board or Commission,




PROVINCIAL
COUNCIL

TERRITORY OF
BCCLESTASTICAL
PROVINCE

PRESIDENT
OF COUNCIL

Church of Nigeria {Angiican Communion) Constitution and Canons 2020

(4)

34,

35.

() the Provincial Archbishop whoshall preside
as the Chairmary; :

(b)  all Bishops of the Church of Nigeria having
Seeswithin the Feclesiastical Province,

(c)  Suffragan or Assistant Bishops within the
Ecclesiastical Province but shall have no
right to vote when the Diocesan Bishop is

present;

(d)  one Clergyman from each Diocese elected at
the Diocesan Synod;

()  two lay members, ane of whom shall be a
woman, from sach Diocese elected at the

Diocesan Synod;

(fy  any such personnotexceeding two to be co-
opted on ad hoc basis for their expertise; but
they shall have norightto vote,

The Provincial Council shall meet on regular basis
as determined by each Province or as provided by
the Canons.

The exact territorial limits of each Ecclesiastical
Province and of each Diocese therein as well as the
location. of the Headquarters of the same shall be
determined by the General Synod or its Standing
Corunittee,

(1)  The Provincial Archbishop shall preside
over meetings of the Provincial Council or
tn his abserce, the next most senior Bishop
by consecration shall preside.

(2)  Any dispute within a Diocese which cantiot
be satisfactorily resolved by the Diocesan
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36.

Bishop shall first be referred by ana gerieved
party to the appropriate Provincial
Archbishop, ‘

(3) I the dispute is between two Dioceses of
which one is where the Provincial
Archbishopis the Bishop or if itinvolves the
person of the Archbishop, then the next
most senior Bishop by consecration in the
Province will preside over the dispute, if all
these fail, then the Primate or his
nominee, will preside,

Provincial Councils shall have authority and
jurisdiction to meet as often as occasions may
demand either on the invitation of the Provincial
Archbishop or at the request of two Bishops to
discuss all matters of general interest and the well-
being of the Church within their territorial
jurisdiction and to implement their decisions on the
following matters: ‘

(1) the training of priests;

(2)  the location of newly trained prl'estsl within
the Province where applicable;

(3)  inter-diocesan transfer of priests;
(4 pensionand gratuities;
(6} maintenance of common instity tions;

(6)  co-operation with other Feclesiastical
Provinces within the Church of N geria,

(7} such other matters as may be delegated by

the General Synod,
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P
P

Ak,

In the event of the translation, retirement, deatft
or anly reason of permanent incapacity of a Bishop,
there shall be elected a new Bishop soon thereafter.

The tenure of office of a Bishop shall be in
accordance with the provisions of the Canon or
Regulations made in respect thereof by the General
Symod.

A Bishop for any Diocese and Mission may be
elected from armong the Bishops or Clergy of any

Diocese of the Church of Nigeria or of any other
Diocese in communion with the Church of Nigeria.

CHAPTER XX

OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL SYNCD

48.

(1) The Officers of the General Synod shall be:

(a)  the Aschbishop, Metropolitan and Primate
of the Church of Nigeria;
(b)  theDeanof the Churchof Nigeria;
(¢}  theProvincial Archbishops;
(dy  theRegistrar of the Church of Nigeria;
the Chancellor of the Church of Nigeria;
the General Secretary of the Church of
INigeria;
(g)  theTreasurer of the Church of Nigeria;
(by  theClerical Secretary;
(i} the Lay Secretary;
) the Prolocutos; and
k)  theChairmanof the House of Laity.

There shall be a Registrar of the Church of Nigeria,
who shall be elected by the General Synod from the
mermbers of the House of Laity for the duration of
the Synod, and who shall be a member of the legal
profession of wide and considerable experience of
not less than fifteen years post-call experience.
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3)

47,

48,

There shall be a Chancellor for the Chureh of
Nigeria, who shall be the Chancellor of the Diocese

of which the Primate is a Diocesan Bisho P, and who

shall be a member of the legal profession of wide
considerable experience of noi less than fifteen

years post-call experience,

(1)

(2)

(3)

o)

During the meetings of each sesgion, the .

General Synod shall elect one of its members
as Treasurer who shall -

(a)  be a qualified accountant with not |

less than ten years post qualification
and professional experience; and

(b)  serve until the beginning of the next
ordinary session,

In the event of his being unable to serve, the
Primate, after consultation with the
Prolocutor and the Chairman of the House
of Laity, shall appoint a member to act wntil
the next ordinary session of the General

Synod.

The Treasurer shall within nine months of
the end of the year, submit to the Standing
Committee or the General Synod, the annual
financial statements of the Church of Nigeria
for the preceding year.

During the meetings of each session, the
General Synod shall appoint Joint Auditors
who shall serve until the beginning of the
nextordinary session,

TheJoint Auditors shall -

{a) be qualified accountants with not
less than ten years post
qualification and “professionaj
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APPOINTMANT OT GENERAL
SECRETARY AND DEPUTY
GUNERAL SECRETARY

49,

(1)

(2

experience;

(b) audit the financial statements  of
the Church of Nigeria; and

(c) present the audit report to the
Standing Committee.

Thete shall be established for the Church of
Nigeria a Secretariat which shall be headed
by a General Secretary who shall be a
Clergyman in Priests’ Order ot below the
status of an Archdeacon appointed by the
Standing Committee on full time basis for a
term of five years and upon such terms as it
shall deem fit.

[t shail be the duty of the General Secretary

to:

(a) attend meetings of the General
Synod and of the Standing
Committee of the General Synod
and of any other Committee or
body appointed by the Standing
Committee as the Primate shall
direct; and

(b) carry out such administrative or
other duties as the Primate or the
Standing Committee shall from
time to time direct.

There shall be appointed by the Standing
Committee a Deputy General Secretary on
full time basis and upon stich terms as it shall
deem fit.
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53.

new Diocese in between two General
Synods, the Diocesan Synod concerned shall
elect one clerical and one lay member to
represent the Diocese,

(3)  The Primate shall be Chairman of the
Standing Comuittee while the General
Secretary shall be Secretary to the
Comumittee.

it shali be the duty of the Standing Committee to act
on behalf of the General Synod between sessions of
the Synod, to advise the Primate in regard to such
matters as he may think fit to refer to it, or that the
Standing Committee may. desire to bring to the
notice of the Primate assist him in drawing up the
agenda of the General Synod and carrying into
effect the resolutions, progranumes and policies of
the General Synod and to administer the commen
fund of the Church, raceive the annual accounts of
the Treasurer of the Church of Nigeria and the
auditor's report to be presented by the Joint
Auditors: provided that all decisions of the
Standing Cornmittee shall be Hable to be reviewed

by the General Synod.

(1)  There shall be for the General Synod, a
Committee of Reference which shall be
constituted at every session of the General
Synocd.

(2)  The membership and functions of the
Committee of Reference shall be as specified
in Clause 20 of Canon XIV of this
Constifution and Canons,

The General Secretary of the General Synod shall

prepare a wriiten report in summary form of all
o et Fmiend mmd Aenlt cribh b he Ghandine
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57.

58.

59,

(2} The Registered Trustees of the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion) shall
consist of the following-

(@) the Primate of the Church of
Nigeria;

{b) the Dean of the Church of Nigeria;

{c) the Registrar of the Church of
Nigeria,

(cl) the General Secretary of the
Church of Nigeria.

With effect from the registration of the Trustees
under the Companies and Allied Matters Act, 1990,
all property of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Comununion), movable or inmumovabie, real or
personal, shall become vested in the Registered
Trustees of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) for and on behalf of the General

Synod.

The Primate of the Church shall be the Chairman
of the Registered Trustees.

The Registered Trustees shall have a corporate seal
which shall be under the custody of the Registrar of
the Church of Nigeria and shall be used with the
attestation of at least four Trustees, but with the
unanimons consent in writing of alt Trustees:

Provided that in the event of the failure of Trustees
to obtain a unanimous agreement, the General
Synod by a simple majority, or the Standing
Commiltee by two-thirds majority, may grant
approval for the use of the seal.
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A Tz*ustée shall cease to hold office- ‘
(a)  ifhedies;

(b) if he ceases to hold the office by virtue of
which he becamea T usteg;

(c) ifhe resigns asa Trustee;

() if he is declared bankrupt or insane by a
comnpetent tribunal orauthority;

{e)  If he is convicted of a critninal offence
involving moral turpitude or other offences
under Canon XVI: or

() if he is removed as a Trustee by a simple
majority of the members of the General
Synod. -

All Trustees holding property in trust for and on
behalf of the Church of Ni geria shalf henceforth be
deemed to be the agents of, and be accountable to,
the Registered Trustees of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion), who shall have power to
extend, terminate or vary the terms of the Trust
where circumstances so warrant,

The Registered Trustees shall render reports and
accounts to the General Synod in respect of all
properties vestect in them or their A gents,

A General Fund shall be éstablished for the Church
of Nigeria for the foliowing purposes;

{a) contributing toward the official expenses

inrcurred by the Primate in the
administration and visita tionof the Church;

(b} providing in part or whole for the expenses




h of Migeria {Anglican Communion) Constution end Canons 2020

(2} No property subject to any such special
Trusts shall be held by any Trustee or
Trustees acting on behalf of the General
Synod, unless the same shall have been
accepted, in terms of such Tiusts, by the
General Synod, or by some Synod, Board,
Comumittee, or other body authorised by the
General Synod in that behalf: Provided that
no property shall, in any case, be vested in a
sole Trustee, except it is so required by

particular will or deed of Gitt,

et
Lo}

70,  Hvery Trustee appointed in the manner and for the
purposes herein specified shall be subject to all and
singular the regulations and directions which may,
from time to time, be issued by or under the
authority of the General Synod and shall be bound
to obey and give effect to all decisions of the
Tribunals for the exercise of discipline, appointed

by the said GeneralSynod.

Every Trustee in whom any property, whether
movable or immovable, real or personal, shall be
vested, either solely or jeintly with any other
persan or persons, for and on behalf of the General
Synod, shall hold the same with the powers and
subject to the limitations, restrictions, declarations
and provisions contained in section 66 of this
Constituztion, so far as the same may be congistent
with any special Trusts affecting such property and
any Synod, Board, Committee, or other Body
appointed by the General Synod for that purpose,
shall possess and may exercise any such of the
powers belonging to the General Synod as shall be
by the General Synod in that behalfprescribed.
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72,

(2)

Every Diocesan Synod, or Diocesan Trusts’
Board appointed by such Synod, shall be a
body authorised to exercise on behalf of the
Gerneral Synod, the powsrs desi gnated in
this Constitution and hereafter in respect to
property given or acquired for the benefit of
the Church in that Diocese,

All Diocesan Trustees shall carcy out the
objects of the Trusts in such mariner,
consistent with the terms of the Trust, as the
several Diocesan Synods shall, from Hme to

time, direct,

The General Synod, or the Episcopal Synod,
Board, Committee, or ather Bod /, acting
under its authority may, from time to time,
appoint a Trustee or Trustees, for the whole
orany portion of the property held in Trust;
and may from Hime to time, as often as it shal]
think proper, cancel and revoke every such
appointment, and may appoint another
Trustee, or other Trustees, in the place of all
orany one or more of the Trustees named in,
or thereafter to be appointed by, or on behalf
of, thesaid General Synod,

Any Trustee or Tfustees may, under the
authority of the General Synod, as provided
in the foregoing section sell, and absolutely
dispose of, either together or in parcels, and
either by public sale or private contract, all or
any part of the said Trust Property in respect
of which no Trust shall have been created
inconsistent with the exercise of this pregent
power: or, by the like direction may
exchange the said property, or any part
thereof, for any other frechold or quitrent
lands, tenements, or hereditaments; and
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(3)

give (out of any money in their hands,
applicable to such purpose) or receive any
money by way of equality or exchange, and
may execute all such transfer as may be
requisite for effectuating such sale or
exchange; or, by the like direction may
mortgage the said property or any part
thereof:

Provided, always that all money arising
from such sale, ot received by any Trustee or
Trustees for equality or exchange, as
aforesaid, after payment of the costs and
expenses, payable by such Trustee or
Trustees in relation to such sale or exchange
shall be expended in the absolute purchase
of other [rechold or quitrent lands,
tenements, or hereditaments; or, failing such
purchase, then under the special leave and
sanction of the said General Synod, or of the
Synod, Board, Comumittee, or other Body
acting on its behalf, such Trustees or Tristee
may invest and put out at interest, on good
and sufficient security, any money arising as
aforesaid.

All property which shall be so purchased, or
received in exchange, as aforesaid, and all
such investments as are provided for in the
foregoing section, shall be held by the
Trustees or Trustee, in whor it shall become
vested, upon such trusts as the property so to
be sold or given i exchange was held

subject to:

Provided nevertheless, that subject to any
provisions of the trust to the contrary, the
General Synod, or the Synod, Board,
committee, or other Body acting inits behalf

i T P T, B A A
e :
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(o)

may, inrespect to the peculiar circumstances
of any case, allocate any of the moneys
mentioned in the two foregoing section, to
purposes in the same Diccese other than
those provided in the said sections, such
purposes being always, as far as practicable,
of the same nature as those which were
contemplated inthe original Trust,

The receipt, in writing, of any Trustees or
Trustee shall be 2 good and effeciual
discharge for all money paid to them, or him
under or by virtue of these presents and shall
exonerale the person or persons paying such
money from all obligation of seeing to the
application thereof, and from all liability on
account of the loss, mis-application, or non-
application thereof: and it shall be
incumbent on any purchaser or other
person, to or with whom such sale,
exchange, or lease as aforesaid shall be
macle, to inquire as to the necessity for, or
propriety of such sale, exchange, or
lease.

Every Trustee shall be chargeable for such
money only as he shall actually have
received, although he shall have joined in
atty receipt for money received by any Co-
Trustee. He shall not be liable for any loss
which may arise by reason of any Trust
money being deposited in the hands of any
Banker or Agent, or from the insufficiency or
deficiency of any security upon which the
Trust money, or any part thereof, may be
invested, nor for any loss in the execution of
the Trust, unless the same shall happen
through his own wilfulneglect or default.
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76.

77.

(1)

1)

2)

Where the complaint is against the acts or
omissions of the Archbishop of a Province,
then the complaint, in writing, shall be macie
to the Primate who shall forward same to the
Archbishopand call for hisresponse.

The concerned Archbishop shall deliver his
response to the allegations not later than
twenty-one days after veceipt of the
complaint from the Primate who shall
thereafter set up a Seven-Man Comumnittee,
comprising of the Dean, at least three
Aschbishops and three Chancellors, (none
from the Province of the Archbishop
concerned) to look into the matter and report
back to the Primate within a period of

fourteendays,

The Primate shall, within fourteen days of
the submission of the findings and the
recommendatons of the Committee, submit
same to the Episcopal Synod for
consideration.

The Episcopal Syrod may after the
consideration of the report review, modify,
refect or adopt the recommendations which
shall be subject to the approval of the
Standing Committee.

The approval of the Standing Committee
referred to in subsection (4) of this Section
shall be subject to ratification by the General
Synod whose decision on the matter shall be
finatand binding.

Where the complaint is against the acts or
omissions of the Dean, then the complaint, in
writing, shall be made to the Primate who
shall forward same to the Dean and call for

his response.
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Within twenty-one dg ys of the receipt of the
'esponse, the Primate shall constingte a
Seven-Man Cormitten which shafl be made
up of three Atchbishops and / or Bisho ps, the
Registrar of the Chyrep of Nigeria and three
Chancellors (hone from the Dioceses
concerned) to lock into the disptite and
teport its fndings and recommendations to
the Primate within 14 days thereof,

The Primate shall, within fourteen days of
the submission of the findings and the
recommendations of the Committee, submir
same (o the Standing Committes tor
consideration, '

the Standing Compmittes may, after the
consideration of the feport review, modify,
refect or aclopt the recommendations which
shall be subject to the approval of the
Standing Committee.,

The approval of the Standing Committee
referred to in subsection (5} of this Section
shall be subject to ratification by the Genera)
Synod whose decision, on the matter sha(l be
final and bindin g

Where any member, Clergy, Bishop, Diocese
orDiocesan organisation ig aggtieved by any
act or decision of the Church of Nigeria or
any of her organs o principal officers of
whatever nature or descz-*Iption, the
aggrieved person or Diocese shal{ forward a
wrilten complaint/ petition of its grievance
tothe Primate,

The Primate shaly, within twenty-one days
of the receipt of the complaint/ petition,
constitute a Seven-Man Committee whick

DISDUTE
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shall be made of three Archbishops, the |

Registrar of the Church of Nigeria and three
Chancellors to fook into the dispute and
veport its findings and recommenciations to
the Primate within fourteen days thereof.

(3)  The Primate shall, within fourteen days of
the submission of the findings and the
recommencdations of the Comumittee, submit
same to the Stemding Commniittee for
consideration.

(4} The Standing Committee may, after the
consideration of the report review, modify,
refect or adopt the recommendations which
shall be subject to the approval of the
Standing Committee.

{5)  The approval of the Standing Cormmittee
referred to in subsection (4) of this Section
shall be subject to ratification by the General
Synod whose decision on the matter shall be
final and binding.

Except as otherwise provided by the Constitution
or any Canon or Regulations made by the General
Synod, all disputes arising from elections to any
vacant posts within the Church shall be determined
by the Standing Committee of the Church of
Nigeria whose decisicn on the matter shali be
subject to ratification by the General Syned whose
decision on the matter shall be final and binding,

During the subsistence of dispute resolution
processes under any section of this Chapter of the
Constitution, no party shall seek the intervertion of
acourtof law orany outside body for redress.
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6)

{10)

(1)

(12)

“Clergy” is and shall mean all Priests and Deacons
who, according to this Constitution of the Church
of Nigeria, exercise spiritual functions uncler the
authority and spiritual jurisdiction of any Bishop of
the Churchoof Nigeria.

“ Constitation of the Church of Nigeria” is and shall
mean his Constitution subject to such alterations or
additions as may hereafter be made by the General
Synod in accordance with the procedure herein

provided.

"Convocation” shall mean non-geographic
assembly of Churches and Missiorn.

“Dean” means a serving Ecclesiastical Provincial
Archbishop so efected by the House of Bishops and
shall be next in rank to the Primate and perform all
such dufies as are specified for him by the
Constitution and the Canons of the Church of
Nigeria and such other duties as may he assigned to
him, from time to time, by the Primate.

“Diocesan Bishop” means a Priest who is elected
to be in charge of a Diocese. :

“Diocesan Synod” is and shall mean an assembly
consisting of the Diocesan Bishops, Suffragan
Bishops, the House of Clergy and the House of
Laity of a Diocese constituted according to such
Regulations as have been or shall be macle in such
Diocese and approved by the General Synod.

“Hpiscopal Synod” is and shall mean a general
meeting of the Bishops of the Church of Nigeria
summoned independently of the General Synod to
discuss Episcopal matters.
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SeAL (13)  “General Synod” is and shail mean an assembly of
the Fouses of Bishops, Clergy and Laity of the
Church of Nigeria, constituted, convenad and held

in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution of this Province, ‘

mana OF (14)  "House of Bishops” is and shal] mean the Bishops
of the Church of Nigeria_assembled ag a body- er-

group within the General Synod inaccordance with

the provisions of the Constitution of the Chusrch of

Nigeria. o
i f (13)  “House of Clergy” is and shall meart all ordained

priests of the Church of Nigeria who are memberg
of the General Synod, assermbled as a bocly in
accordance with the provisions of this Constitution.

JosEaE (16)  "House of Laity” is and shall mean all members of
the Laity of Church of Nigeria who are members of
the General Synod, assembled ag a body in
accordance with the provisions of this Constitution,

PRIMATS (17)  "Primate” means the Bisho p elected o be the
Princtpal Minister of the Church of Nigeria and
who may also be designated ag the Archbishop,

Metropolitan and Primate of the Church of Nigeria,
Of i oONS (18)  “Regulation” means any measure, regulation or
law made by or under the authorily of the Genera
Synod or by any House, Committee gr Body of or
appointed by the General Synod or any body set up
by orunderitsau thority,
PreRAGAN (19)  “Suffragan Bishop” means a Priegt appointed by a

Diocesan Bishop and presented to the House of
Bishops for election t0.assist him in the work of his
Diocese,

PEY
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(20)

“Stancling Conunittee” is and shall mean those
special members of the Houses of Bishops, Clergy
and Laity of the General Synod who have aathority
under the Constitution to act and function as the
Executive Commitiee of the Genera! Synod.

(1) The statutory functions, rights, interests,
obligations and liabilities of the Church of
Nigeria represented by the Registared
Trustees, existing before the commerncement
of this Constitution under any contract or
instrwment, or in law or in equity shall by
virtie of this Constitution, be deemed to
have been assigned to and vested in the
Church of Nigeria represented by
theRegistered Trustees constituted by this
Constitution.

Any such coniract or instrument as is
mentiorned in subsection (1) of this section
shall be of the same force and effect against
or in favour of the Church of Nigeria
represented by the Registered Trustees
constituted by this Constitution and shall be
enforceable as fully and effectively as if
instead of the Church of Nigeria represented
by the Registered Trustees existing before
the commencement of this Constitution, the
Church of Nigeria represented by the
Registered Trustees consiituted by this
Constitution has been named therein or had
been a party thereto.

T
P

(3)  The Church of Nigeria represented by the
Registered Trustees constituted by this
Congtitution shall be subject to all the
obligations and liabiiities to which the
Church of Nigeria represented by the
Registered Trustees existing before the

s
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@)

commencement of this Constitution wa
subject to immediately before the
commencement of this Constitution and af
other persons shall have the same rights
powers and remeclies against the Church o
Nigeria represented by the Registered
Trustees constituted by this Constitution as
they had against the Church of Nigeria
represented by the Registered Trustees
existing before the commencement of this
Constitution.

Any proceeding or cause of action pending
or existing immediately before the
commencement of this Constitution, by or
against the Church of Nigeria representad
by the Registered Trustess existing bdore
the commencement of this Constitution mj
respect of any right, interest, obligation or

. liability of the (,hmx,h of Nigeria exwtmg

before the commencemen: of thisl

Constitution may be continued oras the caser

may be commenced and any determination;
of a court of law, tribunal or other authority;
or person may be enforced by or against the!
Church of Nigerfa represented by the

Registered Trustees constituted by this!
Constitution to the same extent that such*

proceeding or cause of action or;

determination might have been continued, j

commenced or enforced by or against thej
Church of Nigeria represented by the
Registered Trustees existing before the!
commencement of this Constitution. f
All assets, funds, resources and other:
movable or immovable property which
immediately before the commencement of‘
this Constitution were vested in the Chur (:h
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of Nigeria represented by the Registered
Trustees existing before the commencement
of this Constitution shall by virtue of this
Constitution and without further assurance,
be vested in the Church of Nigeria
represented by the Registered Trustees
constituted by this Constitution.

Any person who immediately before the
coming into force of this Constitution is the
hoider of any office either by election or
appointment in the Church of Nigeria shall,
on the commencement of this Constitution,
continue in office and be deemed to have
been elected or appointed to his office by the
Church of Nigeria unless the anthority by
which the person was so elected or
appointed, terminates the  election or
appoiniment.

The provisions of this Constitution and the Canons
of the Constitution shall be binding and take effect
from the 23" day of September, 2020.

SCHEDULE REFERRED TO IN SECTION 22

(PARAGRAPH XIV)

5/Mo

!

PROVINCE

DIOCESES WITHIN THE TOTAL

PROVINCE

LAGOS

13

S N —

T e

Lagos, Egba, jebu, Remo, Yewa,
Lagos-West, Badagry |, [febu
North, Lagos Mainland, [Fo, Egba
West, Aworl Jebu South West

O

OF THE NIGER

On the Niger, Awka, Nnewi,
Aguata,Ogbaru, Thiala, Niger
West, Mbarili, Amichi

N{GER DELTA

Niger-Delta, Calabar, Uyo, Niger-
Delta-Morth, Niger Delta-West,
Okrika, Ahoada, Qgoni. Eiche,
Tkwerre, Nevthern [zor, Oghia,

Bvo

13
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S —_— ———
! {
r} (BADAN Ibadan, lesa, Os un, [fe, Oke- 17
Osuq, Ibadan-Novth, Ibadap.- {
South, Oyo, Ogbamaso, Oke- ’

] i Ogun, Alayi Crowther, [fo Hast, }

( Osun Nogth, Hesha South- Wesl,

fesha North, Osun Nortk Fast, /

| ljesa North-East |

- I
)' 12

On the Coast, Bkiti-Wast, Eleiti-
Olke, Ilaje, Irele-Hge QOdo, Ile-

| |
Olufi, Idoani
| 11

!
/ 5 ONDO Ondo, Ekiti, Akoko, Owo, Akure,

|

Kaduna, Kang, Katsina, Sokoto,
Kebbi, Dutse, Wusasa, Gusau, ’

_.J& Zaria, Bari, Ikara
w | —

7 | OWERRr Owerri, Orlu, Mbaise, Isimbana, | 12
| , Okigwe-Sauth, Egbu, Ideato, f
L Chaji/ Egbema, On the Lake, Cru, I

Ckigwe, Ikeduru | :
—_— ! i \_i

Benin, Asaba, Warri, Sabongida-
Ora, Ughelli, Oleh, Esan, Ika,
Western [zon, Alkoko-Edp,
Btsako, Ndokwa, Sapele

— ]
KADUNA

6

8

————

o ENUGU J Enugu, Nauklka, Abakaliki, Oji 12
} River, & wgu/ Aninri, Enugu N orth_,f
| / Ngbe, likwo, Afikpo, Nike, |

| f

f
f' { Aba, Umuahia, Ulcwva, Isikwuato, l! 9

Arochukwu, Ikwuano, Isiala Ngwa{
South, Istala-Ngwa, Aba Ngwa (

Ecli, Eha-Amufu

e ———

North J

Bussa, Omu-Aran, Tebba, Ekiti

Kwara, Qffa, Igbomina, New /[ 8
Kwara, Igbomina Wegt ’

" Jos, Yola, Maidugur, Bauchi, 10
Damaturuy, Jalingo, Gombe, I
Pankshin, Bukurg, Langtang

Abuja, Kafanchan, Malcurdi, / 11
Otukpo, Gwagwalada, Lafia,

} Kubwa, Zonkwa, Kwoi, Zaki- / ]
Biam, Ghako L
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CANONI
Of Fundamental Declarations :
The Chuich of Nigeria (Anglican Communion} hereinafter called “The Church '
of Nigeria” or “This Church” shall be in full communion with all Anglican o
Churches Dioceses and Provinces that hold and maintain the Historic Faith,
Doctrine, Sacrament and Discipline of the one Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic ;
Church as the Lord has commanded in His holy word and as the same are :
received as taught in the Book of Common Prayer and the ordinal of 1662 and iry L
the Thivty-INine Artictes of Religion,

The Church of Nigeria has power so to ovder its discipline as to banish and drive 5
away all erroneous and strange doctrines which are contrary to God's word as B
understood and interpreted in the aforernentioned formularies.

™

In the interpretation of the aforementioned formularies and in all questions of :
Faith, Doctrine and Discipline, the decisions of the ecclesiastical tribunals of the

Church of Nigeria shall be final.

The Church of Nigeria holds as its standard of worship and authorizes for :
general use the Book of Comumon Prayer of the Church of England and the Book p

of Common Prayer of the Church of Nigeria.

i

The Church of Nigeria has power to make and authorize such changes and
aclditions or alternatives to the forms of service provided in the said boolks and
such new forms and service as may be required to meet the needs of this Church
and are neither contrary to the doctrinal standards named in these Declarations

norindicative ofany departure from therm.

E;ﬂ

EIEED T TS

Py T e

This Church holds that each of the three Crders of the Mindstry - Bishops, Priests
and Deacons - has particular duties in the Church and that this distribution of
duties may rightly be attributed to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Thus, the
Bishops have a special responsibility and authority for the preservation of the
truth of the docteine of the Church for the purity of its life, and the worthiness of
its worship; the Priests; in co-operation with and under the guidance of the
Bishops have a special responsibility for preaching the word of God and
administering the Holy Sacraments and generally for. the cure of souls, and the
Deacons have a special responsibility for the care of the poor and distressed, for
the instruction of the young and the ignorant, and for giving assistance to the




Church of Nigeria (Anglicen Conmnuaion) Constituiien and Canens 20720

Priests in Divine Service.

/.

7. No tundamental amendment to the toregoing Declarations may be made unless "
the proposed amendment is first provisionail y approved by the General Synod,

is subsequently submitted to each Diocese of the Church of Nigeria for

consideration and receives the approval of not less than two-thirds of the-

Dioceses and is finally confirmed by at least a two-thirds majority vote of the
General Synod. The amendment shall thereafter be communicated to al! the
Metropolitans of the Anglican Communion.

CFFICE OF
PRIMATE

ELECTION F
PRINMATE

ADVISORY
COMBIETTER

CANOMN 11 | :

Of Blection of Primate

L)
{2)
2. (1
(2)
)

There shall be art Archbishop, Metropolitan

and Primate of the Church of Nigeria |
{Anglican Communion), who shall be the g
Bishop of Abuja Diocese and Archbishop of -

Abuja Province and exercise all the rights :

and perform all the duties of a Metropolitan | |

and shall be the principal minister of the
Church.

The Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate
may be referved to simply as "the Primate”
and shall be elected by the Episcopal Synod
in accordance with the provisions of this -
Canor. :

For the purpese of electing the Primate there
shall be a Church of Nigeria Advisory
Comumittee,

The Advisory Committee shall comprise
one clerical member and one lay member
elected for that purpose by each Diocesan

Synod.

For the purpose of holding the meeting of
the Aclvisory Committee, the members shall

[

|

! |

N
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5.;3

&)

clect one of their number to be the Chaivman
al the meeting of the Comumnittee.

Cine of the functions of the Commitiee shall
be to advise the Episcopal Synod in writing
on the qualifications and qualities required
in the Primate.

The recommendations as to the
qualifications and qualities by the Church of
Nigeria Advisory Committee shall be
submitted in writing by a delegate of the
Advisory Conunittee to the Dean not later
than thirty days prior to the holding of the

-Episcopal Synod.,

The Dean shall circulate the
recommendations to the members of the
Hpiscopal Synod not later than fourteen
days before the election of the Primate.

The Episcopal Synod shall have the right to
nominate up to four members of their own House
who in their own opinion have what they consider
to be the qualifications and qualities required in the

Primate.

)

(2)

The Primate shall be elected by secret bailot
after the nominations have ended.

The candidate who shall be declared elected
shall secure at least two-thirds of the votes of
the total membership of the Episcopal Synod
oras otherwise provided in this Canon.

The Primate shall hold office for a period of
ten years from the date of his presentation or
until he attains the age of seventy years,
whichever firstoccurs:

ey s
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RETIRERIENT,
DEATH AND
RESIGMATION

VACANCY I PRIMACY

G

Provided that his tentire may be terminated befor -
the expiration of the term -

(&)
(b)

()

on the resolution of a two-thirds majorit
of the Episcopal Synod; or

by a majority vote of at least two-thirds o
the members of the General Synod; or

upon the receipt of at least six month
notice of his intettion to leave office,

If the Primate retires, clies or resigns as Archbisho D
Metropolitan and Primate:

(@)

i

(o)

(1)

he shall cease to be Bishop of Abuja anc
Archbishop of Abuja Province; or

where fe has not aitained the age of seventy
years he shall be deemed to have retivad
from office,

When the office of the Primate is vacant b
reason of death or permanent incapacity, the
Dean of the Church of Nigeria shall summo

the Church of Nigeria Advisory Committes
to meet within two months of the date on
which the vacancy occurs, to make 3
recommendation which shall be submitted
to the Episcopal Synod to be specially
summoned for that purpose within one
weele of the meeting of the Church of Nigeria
Advisory Committee.

When the Primate notifies the Dean of his
interition to resign orretire and the Dean has
in consultation with the Bishops accepted
the resignation or retirement, the Dean shall
within two months summon a meeting of
the Church of Nigeria Advisory Committee,
to make their recommendation to the
Episcopal Synod. The recommendation of
the Church of Nigeria Advisory Committee
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shall be submitted to a meeting of the

Episcepal Synod which shall meet within.
‘one week of the Churcl: of Nigeria Advisory

Comrunittee meeting for the purpose of
electing a successor.

On the day of the election, Holy
Comrnunion shall be celebrated by the Dean
of the Church of Nigeria or another Bishop

appointed by him.

The election shall be presided over by the
Registrar of the Church of Nigeria. In his
absence, the Dean of the Province shall
appoint the Changellor of any Diocese of the
Church of Migeria to preside.

Should the electiorn: not be determined upon
the first ballot, the procecdure shall be
repeated a second, and, if need be, a third
time.

If the election remains indecisive, a fourth
baliot shall be taken and the candidates to be
voted for shall be limited to the two persons
with the highest votes on the third ballot.

If the election still remains indecisive,
further election shall be postponed till the
next day. On that day, Holy communion
shall be celebrated and shall be followed by a
fifth ballot which shall be decided by a
simple majority of all members present and
voting, If there is a tie, the candidate who is
senior by consecration shall be declared
elected,

A certificate issued by the Registrar or the
persont who has presided over the election of
a Primate shall be final and conclusive as to

its contents.
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{7)  Any dispute arising frorm the election of
Primate shall be determinied by th
dpiscopal Synod with the Regisira
presiding, and their decision shall be (ina;
Provided that when there is any allegation o
misconduct against the Registrar in th
conduct of the elution, the immediate pas
Registrar of the Church of Nigeria shal
preside or in his absence any other legg

~officer of the Church elected by th
Episcopal Synod.

As socn as possible after the election, the Dean o
the Church of Nigeria (or the Episcopal Secret ary.
shall cause the name of the newly elected Primate t¢
be published in all the Dioceses within Nigeria and
nomfy all the other Metropolitans of the L\ncrhcrn
Conumunion.

CANON II

Of Election of The Dean of The Church of Nigeria

1.

I3
:

There shall be a Dean of the Church of Nigeria whe
shall be elected in accordance with the provisions of
Clauses 2and 3 of this Canon. i
The Dean shall be elected from among servin g{
Heelesiastical Provincial Archbishops.

The Dean shall be elected by the House of Bishopd
by asimple majority.

(1) Duringavacancy inthe office of the Primate
ot In the event of the incapacity of thg
Primate, duly cartified by a medical doctor
the Dean shall perform the duties assigned
to the Primate assigned to the Primate undel
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this Constitution.

In the absenice of the Primate, the Dean shall
perform such duties of the Primate as the
Primate may assign to him in writing anc
which shall be notified to other Bishops of
the Church of Nigeria,

The Dean shall perform such other duties as
may be assigned to him, from time to time,
by the Primate.

The Dean shall hold office -

forasingle term of five years only; or

wntil he attains the age of seventy years,

whichever occours first,

2
(@)

Forthe avoidance of doubt-

if the tenure of the Dean as [rovincial
Archibishop expires before the expiration of
his tenuire as Dean, he shall continue in the
olfice as Frovincial Archbishop until his
tenure as Dean, expires; or

when the tenure of a Dean expires without
his attaining the age of seventy vears, he
shallremain as Diocesan Bishop.

Where the Dean is unable {o perform the functions
of his office by reason of ill-health or such other
related reasons, the most senior Feclesiastical
Provincial Archbishop by presentation shall, act in
that capacity as Dear,
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CGHETHENGCE
Ol BISHOPS,
CLERGY AND LA(TY

OFFICH OF
PROVINCIAL
ARCHBISHOPR

BELECT{ON Or
PROVINCIAL
ARCHBISHOP

PROVINCLAL
ADVISORY
COMMUTTEE

i

When the Dean is acting for the Primate i,
accordance with the provisions of this Cong titution, |
the Bishops, Clergy and Laity of the Church of|
Nigeria shall render to him such obedience ag they

abound to give to the Primate.

(1)

(1)

CANON IV
Of Election of a Provincial Archbishop

There shall be a Provineial Archbishop who
shall be the Chairman of the Provincial
Council of a Province within the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Cormnim union). '

The Provincial . chbisiop shall be elected
by the Episcopal Synod from the Bishops. |
having Sees within the Province in'
accordance with the provisions of thig;
Canon. '!
For the purpose of electing a Provincial
Archbishop there shall be a Provincial
Advisory Committee,

The Provincial Advisory Committee shall
comprise one clerical member and one lay.
member elected for that purpose by each
Diocesan Synod of Dioceses within the
Province.

For the purpose of holding the meeting of
the Advisory Committee, the members shall
elect one of their number to be the Chairman
al the mesting ofthe Committee,

One of the functions of the Provineial
Advisory Committee shall be to advise the
Episcopal Synod in writing on the
qualifications and qualities required in a




. RS

ﬁ&%&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@aﬁ#ﬁﬁ

Chureh of Nigeria (Angficen Communion] Consfifuiion und Canons 2620

Provincial Archbishop.

in
on,
of - (5y  The Chairmanr of the Provincial Advisory
ey Committee shail submit (is
reconnnendations in writing as to the
aualifications and qualities proposed by the
Provincial Advisory Commilttee to the
Primate notlater than thirty days prior to the
ho holding of the Episcopal Synod.
iaf . . o . . : o
{6y Upon receiving the views of the Provincial

of ‘ o . . o
‘ Advisory Cormmittee, the Primate shall

convey the views inwriting to the members

of the Episcopal Synod nol later than

xd .

55 fourteen days before the election of the

n Provincial Archbishop.

is (it : . ; .
NOMINATION 3. The Episcopal Svnod shall have the right to

nominate up to four members of their own
Al members whose Sees are within the Province
2l concernad and who in their opinion having
consideration as to the qualifications and qualities
required in an Archbishop as submitted by the

Provincial Advisory Committee.

i
v
h AOW ELECTED 4. (I} The Provincial Archbishop shall be elected
e by secret ballot after the nominations have
e y
endled.
; (2)  The candidate who shall be declared elected
i shall secure at least two-thirds of the votes of
1 the total membership of the Episcopal Synod
presentand voting.
| Obiais 5. (1} The Provincial Archbishop shall hold office
1 for a period of tive years in the first instance
‘ from the date of his presentation or until he

attains the age of seventy years, whichever
Hrstoceurs:

e

i
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Provided that a Provincial Archbishop who
has notattained seven ty yvearsola ze-

(a} shall be eligible for re-election for
a further final period of five years;
and

(b) may, at the expiration of that

period of five years, remain in his
Diocese as a Bishop.

RESIENATION (2) A Provincial Archbishop may resign the ‘
Archbishopric without thereby resigning as Bisho p o
of his Diocese: but if he resigns as Bishop of his |
Diocese, he shall cease to be Provincial Archbishop
unless he is at the same time translated as Diocesan
Bishop to anothier See within the Province.

Ot oy IN THE 6. (1)  When the office of the Provincial

PROVINCIAL A vomlb S At b T “ —

ARCTOIS Arghbzahop is &acegﬂ by reason of e:les}th or
permanent incapacity, the Primate or in his

absence, the Dean of the Church of N igeria
shall summon the Provincial Advisory
Committee to meet within two months of the
date on which the vacancy oceurs, to make
recommendations which shall be submitted
to the Primate who shall present it o the
Episcopal Synod to be specifically
summoned for that purpese within two
weeks of the meeting of the Provineial
Advisory Committes.

(2)  When a Provincial Archbishop notities the
Primate of his intenton o resign or retive,
and the Primate, or in his absence the Dean
of the Church of Nigeria shall within two
months summon a meeting of the Provincial
Advisory Commitiee, to perform its duties
under the provisions of this Canon. The
recommendations of the Provincial
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(5)

Advisory Committee shall be submitied to
the Primate which shall meet within two
weeks of the meeting of the Provincial
Advisory Committee for the purpose of
electing a successor:

Provided that a new Archbishop shall be
elected not later than three months before
the expiration of his tenure, or the expiration
of the notice of retirement and/or
resignatior.

On the day of the election, Holy
Communion shall be celebrated by the
Primate or any other Bishop appointed by

him.

The election shall be presided over by the
Primate or any other Bishop appointed by
hitn,

In the event of the election not being
determined on the first ballot, the procedure
shall be repeated a second, and, if nead be, a

third time.

If the election vemains indecisive, a fourth
ballotshall be taken and the candidates to be
voted for shall be limited to the two persons
with the highest votes on the third ballot,

If the election stll remains indecisive,

further efection shall be postponed till the next day.

On that day, Holy commumnion shall be celebrated
as directed by the Primate and shall be followed by
a {ifth ballot which shall be decided by a simple
majority of all members present and voting. If there
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PUULICATION

ELECTION OF
BISHOrS

CONFIRMATION

OATH OF OBEDIENCH

PERSONS FLIGIBLE

is a tie, the candidate who is senior by consecration
shall be declared slected.

As soon as possible after the election, the Primate
shall cause the name of the newly elected Provincial
Archbishop to be published in ail Dioceses.

CANON V

Of Election of Bishops

Bvery Bishop of the Church of Nigeria shall be
elected in accordance with the procedure laid down

in this Canon.

Bvery election of a Bishop within the Church of
Nigeria must be confirmed in writing by the
Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate of the
Church of Nigeria before it can take effect.

At his consecration or translation, every Bishop of
the Church of Nigeria shall swear an oath of
Canonical obedience to the Archbishop,
Metropolitan and Primate of the Church of Nigezia
and to his lawful successors. '

A Bishop for any Diocese in the Church of Nigeria
may be elected from among the Bishops or Clergy
of any diocese of the Church of Nigeria, or of any
other Diocese in Communion with this Church
who shall - '

(a)  notbebelow the age of forty five years;

(b)  have been a Priest for a minimum period of
fifteen years;

(¢} have a first degree in theological
education.
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g
’j
]
i
i
i

oo 5. The Hpiscopal Synod shall have power to translate
a Bishop from one Diocese to another as prescribed
. i by this Canon.
L . : . .
6. When a Diocese i3 vacant, and the Advisory

Committee of the Diocese has submitted its
; recommendations to the Primate, the Hpiscopal
Synod may translate a Bishop to the vacantSee by a

simple majority of members presentand voting, -

] 7. When the Episcopal Synod is informed that it is

7 desirable to translate a Bishop in the interest of the
Church, the said Bishop shall be given reasonable
opportunity to express his views, and -

{a)  he may be translated to a vacant See by a
simple majority if he accepts the translation
voluntarily after the Advisory Committee
has been fully consulted; or

(b)  hemay be compulsorily translated by two-
thirds majority. In the event of the Bishop
rejecting his compulsory translation under
this Canon, he shall be deemed to have
retired and the provisions relating to the
compulsory retirement of a Bishop shall

apply.
A 8. The appointment of a Bishop to a Diocese of the
o ARATION Church of Nigeria shall take effect from the
moment of his consecration, or, if he be already

consecrated, upon the confirmation of his
appointment by the Primate, provided that
everyone so appointed shall declare, in writing, his
assent to the Constitution of the Church of Nigerta
according to forms prescribed by the General

Synod.
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DRIGCESAN
ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

PROCGOURE
ON DEATH OF BIgHOP

PROCEDURE ON
RESIGNATION

PRGCEDURYE ON
RETIRBMENT, TRANSLATION
AND RESIGNATION IN
OTHER CASES

10,

1.

i2.

(1} Thereshall be in each Diocese of the Church
- of Nigeria an Advisory Committee to be
appointed by the Synod of the Diocese to |

advise the Primate on the appointment of a
Diocesan Bishop when a vacancy occurs in
the Diocesan Bishopric,

Diocese. The lay members shall include at

least one woman and also the Chancellor of
the Diocese who shall be the Chairman of the

Committee. [t shall be the duty of the Bishcp ¢

of each Diocese after every Synod to inform
the Primate of the name and address of the
Chairman of the Advisory Committee of his

Synod.

On the death of any Diocesan Bishop of the Church
of Nigeria, the Dean: or Provost of the Cathedral of
the Diocese, or the Senior Archdeacon, or the Senior
Priest shall, within seven days, notify the vacancy
Inwriting to the Primate,

On the resignation of any Diocesan Bishop of the
Church of Nigeria, the Primate, after the acceptance
of the resignation shall notify the same to the
Diocese concerned.

In the event of retirement, translation, death or
permanent incapacity of a Diocesan Bishop of the
Church of Nigeria or of his being divested of his
ecclesiastical dignity, the Primate shall notify same
to the Vicar-General of the Diocege concerned, or,
where no Vicar-General has been appointed, to the
Dean or Provost of the Cathedral, or to the Senjor
Archdeaconorthe Senior Priest.

{2} The Comumittee shall consist of four clerical .
and five lay members of the Synod of the

oLl N e B S e e e oot L i
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GISHOFS TO BE
JNFORMED

RECONNHR-
DATIONS OF
ADVISORY

COMMTITTEE

METHOD OF ELECTION

13.

14,

15.

When a vacancy in the Bishopric in the Church of
Nigeria occurs, . by reason of death or other
sufficient cause, the Primate shall instruct the
Advisory Comumittee of the Diocese concerned to
meet and forward to the Primate in writing the
recommenclations of the Advisory Committee in
general terms on the qualifications and qualities
required In the Bishop to be elected for the
consideration of the Episcopal Synod,

Upon receiving the recommendations of the

Advisory Comumittee, the Primate shall convey

them in writing to the members of the Episcopal

Synod.

(1} The recommendations as to the
qualifications and qualities by the Diocesan
Advisory Comumittee shall be submitted in
wiiting by a delegate of the Advisory
Committee to the Primate not later than
thitty days prior to the holding of the
Episcopal Synod.

(2)  The Primate shall circulate the
recomiiendations to the members of the
Episcopal Synod not later than fourteen
days before the election of the Bishop.

(1) The Primate shall summon the Episcopal
Synod to meet at such place and time as he
shall appoint, and the Episcopal Synod shall
electanew Bishop to the
vacant Bishopric.

{(2)  The election shall be preceded by the
celebration of Holy Communion.

(3) At the election, nominations shall be made
by the Primate and Bishops. The election
shall be by secretballot.

SR
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() Anelector may, if unable fo be present, send
his nomination and/or vote, in writing
signed and witnessed, to the Prima te,

(5} The election shall be determined by a two-
thirds majority of the tota membership .
including those absent as well as those |
present whether voting or not voling,

(6)  If the election be not decided upon the first

ballot, a second. ballot shall be taken on the
two candidates with the highest number of
voles and it shall be decided by simple
majority of those present and voting, In the
event of a He, the Primate or Bishop |
presiding shall havea casting vote, X

O B paTION 16, The Primate or Bishop presiding over the election
ofanew Bishop shail notify the person so elected. i

VERIFICATION 17.  Before confirming the election, the Primate shall
examine or cause o be examined b y a Chancelloror
Registrar of any Diocese of the Province the
following documents to be Presenfed by the
Bishop-Elact -

(i)  Certificate of birth or other proofof his age;

({i)  Certificates or other proofofhis Baptism and
Confirmation;

(iii)  Hisletters of Orders; and
(iv)  Letters commendatory or dismissory from

the Bishop of his Diocese or the Archbishop
of his Province.

ey e
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18.

19.

20.

Upon receiving the acceptance of the offer, the
Primate shall confirm the election and inform the
outgoing Bishop ot Vicar-General (as the case may
be} of the Diocese concerned,

When an election of a new Diocesan Bishop is
macde, a Declaration of such Election shall be made
and signed in duplicate, in the presence of and on
behalf of the meeting (if it be done atameeting), by
the Primate or Bishop presiding over the election
and one other Bishop who shail be senior in
consecration to the other Bishops. One copy of the
Declaration shall be kept in the Registry of the
Church of Nigeria, and the other kept in the
Registry of the Diocese concerned,

{mmediately after the election of a Bishop by the
Episcopal Synod, the Primate shall cause the
following notice to be affixed to the principal door
of the Cathedral of the Diocese concetned -

within the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) has been duly elected Bishop of the
Diocese Ofccienimriininn if anyone can show
any cause or just impediment why the said A.B.
should not be consecrated to that Holy Office (or
translated to that See), or can offer any canonical
objection to the election or form thereof let him
signify the same to me in writing delivered by nand
or registered post within fourteen days from this

date.”

(Signed by the Archbishop, Metropolitan and
Primate.) The notice shall also be proclaimed in the
Cathedral of the Diocese during Divine Service on

the two Sundays following.
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GROUNDS OF
OBJECTION

EXAMINATION
ORJECTION

DECISION

PROMULGATION

APPOINTNENT OF
SUFIRAGAN
BISHOT

1.

Of Appointment of Suffragan Bishop

1.

o cned Canons 2020

valic objection may be macle on the grounds either -
that the See is not canonically vacant or thal the
olection was unconstitutional, or that the person
elected is under forty-five years of age, and has ot
been a priest for fifteen years; is not of competent
{earning, or of sound faith, or of good morals, or is
otherwise canonically disqualified, or that he is
under such Habilities or contracts as not to be a free

agent.

If anty canenical objection to the election be offered,
Chancellor,

the Primate, together with his Piocesan
shall examine such objection. Objections may only
be offered by a communicant member of the
Church, of an honest life and good 7eport, who shail-
supply sufficient certificates to thateffect, and who,
shall subscribe a declaration that he will accept the.
decision of the Primate as final.

In the examination of a canonical objection, the
decision of the Prinate shall be final,
If the Primate i3 saiisfied that the documents’
presented by the Bishop-Flect are sufficient, and:
that no canonical objection which may have been
offered to the election is valid, he shall confirm the:

alection and issue the instrument of confirmationto| -

the Vicar-General. He ghall fransmit the name of the {
person elected to the other Metropolitans of the,

Anglican Comumurdon.
|
CAMNON V1

(1) ~ Whena Diocesan Bishop deems it necessary !
for the good of the Church thata Suffragan |
Bishop should be appoirted to assist him in

the work of his Diocese, it shall be competent |

i
.
|
;
1

i
i
i
i
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for him, after receiving the concurrence of
the Diocesan Synod by resolution, to make
application to Episcopal Synod through the
Primate for leave to appoint a Suffragan
Bishop.

On receiving the application the Episcopal
Synod shall take into consideration the state
of the Diocese and shall enquire into the
question whether adequate provision has
been macde in the Diocese concerned for the
housing and maintenance of a Suffragan
Bishop, and may either grant or withhold
their consent to such appeintment being

made.

When the office of Suffragan Bishop in any
diocese falls vacant it shall suffice for the
Episcopal Synod alone to authorise the
Bishop of the said Diocese to proceed to fill
the vacancy provided no vacancy shall be
filled by the Diocesan Bishop without full
consultation with his Diocesan Board,

Whenever an appointment of any Suffragan
Bishop is to be madle, the Diocesan Bishop
shall nominate a person to the Primate of the
Church of Nigeria after consultation in his
Diocese for election to the office.

The Primate after consultation with the
Diocesar: Bishop, may, in his discretion,
either issue his summons to attend the

Episcopal Synod to consider the

nomination, or cause a postal ballot of all
those entitled to attend to be held. If the
nomination be approved by a simple
majority of the Diocesan Bishops either ata
meeting or by postal ballot, the person in
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question shall be declared elected subject to

the canonical confirmation of the election by
the Primate through the Diocesan Bishop.

The verification of all relevant Documents of &+

Suffragan Bishop, the Confirmation of his ;.

appointment, notice of the Hlection, Objections to
the appointment, Examination of Objection, i
Decision and Promulgation shall be as in the case of .
a Bishop except that the instrument of i

:

Confirmation shall be sent to the Diocesan Bishop *

concerned.,

ASuffragan Bishop shall -

(a)  have the right to sit, speak and vote as a
member of the House of Bishops in thel

Churchof Nigeria;

(b}  have the right to be summorted to meetings/
of the Episcopal Synod, and shall be entitled|
to speak butnot to voteatsucha meeting.

A Suffragan Bishop shall hold the Comumission Of’
the Primate of the Church of Nigeria and shall use!
his Episcopal powers and exercise such authority,
and oversight for any work within the limits of the,
Diocese as from time to time may be determined for;
him and assigned to him by the Bishop of the'
Diocese, or during the vacancy of the See by the:
Primate, Butif the Diocesan Bishop shall not assign-
any such duties or authority, the Suffragan Bishop:
shall have the right to appeal to the Primate and to
the Bishops of the Church of Nigeria, who shall:

‘hear and determine the matter, providecl always’

that the withdrawing of the Commission of a
Suffragan Bishop by the Primate at the request of
the Diocesan Bishop shall not become effective
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until the Episcopal Synod is satisfied that he will be
adequately provided forin some other way.

CANON VII

Of Consecration and Enthronement of Bishops

CONSECEATION & 1

BENTHRONEMENT

BISHOP-ELEGT )
BNTHRONEMENT 3
CONSECRATION 4

At the earliest convenient time, after the
confirmation of the election of a Bishop of the
Church of Nigeria, the Primate shall proceed to
consecrate and enthrone the person so efected and

confirmed.

Every Bishop-Elect shall, before his consecration,
subscribe to the declaration set out in the Canon of

Declarations and Subscriptions.

(1)  The Bishops of the Church of Nigeria shall
be enthroned after the manner of
enthronement of a Bishop authorised in the

Church of Nigeria,

(2)  After the consecration or translation of a
Diocesan Bishop, the Primate shall issue a
Mandate for his enthronement to the Dean,
or Provost, a Chapter of the Cathedral
Church, where such body is duly
consttuted, or otherwise to the Senior Priest

of the Diocese.

(3)  The Bishop shall thereafter be enthroned
after a manner of enthronement of a Bishop
authorised in the Church of Nigeria.

The Primate and two other Bishops or, if the
Primate be unable to act, the Dean of the Church of
Nigeria and two other Bishops, shall be required for
a consecration: provided that with the concurrence
of the Church of Nigeria Standing Commiltee, the
Consecration of a Bishop for the Church of Nigeria
may take place in any other Province in
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communion with the Church of Nigeria and be
conducted by the Metropolitar of that Province.

After the consecration of any Bishop of the Church
of Nigeria whether he has beent consecrated in
Nigeria or elsewhere, it shall be necessary that the
Certificate of Election and all records connected
with such consecration be deposited in the archives
of the Church of Nigeria: and it shall be the duty of
the Registrar of the Church of Nigeria o require the
production of all such papers before enthronernent.
The record of enthronement shall be added

thereafter.

CANON VI

Of Bishop's Veto in the Synod of his Diocese

1.

The Bishop of a Diocese may veto any regolution of
the Synod of his Diocese wlhich he considers to be
detrimental to the interest of the Church.

If the Bishop dissents from any resolution of a two-
thirds majority of the Synod of his Diocese, a vote
by Orders shall be taken, and if the Bishop, as
representing his Order" after having expressed his
intention of exercising his veto, shall then negate

“the decision of a two-thirds majority of the Clergy

and Laity then present in Synod" the Dean or
Provosl, or the Senior Priest or any other member of
the Synod present (if thereto empowered by
resolution of the aforesaid Clergy and Laity) may
appeal against the Bishop's decision fo the Primate
(or Dean of the Church of Nigeria) and Bishops of
the Church of Nigeria who shall hear and
determine the matter in the Episcopal Synod. And if
the Hpiscopal Synod shall override the Bishop's
veto, the said Bishop shall promulgate the
resolution in his Diocese within seven days and it
shall have the same force and effect from and after
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that date as if it Lad been promulgated by the
Diocesan Synod,

CANONIX

Of the Residence of Bishop

Every Bishop appointed to the charge of a Diocese
shall reside within his Diccese unless, upon the
ground of ill-health or other important
consideration” it should for a time be inadvisable
for him to so do and of such exceptional
circumstances as the Primate shall decide.

No Diacesan Bishop shall be absent from his
Diocese continuously for more than eight weeks
without the consent of the Primate, nor an
Archbishop from his Province continuously for
more than eight weeks without notifying the
Primate who shall inform the other Bishops.

No Diocesan Bishop shall absent himself from his
Diocese for more than eight weeks without
appointing under his hand and seal a Vicar-General
with authority to administer the spiritualities of the
Diocese, and to maintain discipline according to the
Constitation of the Church of Nigeria. If any Bishop
shall be absent from his Diocese for more than six
manths, he shall be bound to make due provision
for Confirmations and Ordinations within his

Diocese.

In the event of any Diocesan Bishop being absent
trom his Diocese for more than eight weeks without
the consent required by this Canon, it shall be
competent for the Primate to give him three
months' notice, in writing, to return to his Diocese:
and should the notice be distegarded, the Primate
may, with the consent of the majority of the Bishops
of the Church of Nigeria, declare the See vacant.
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The functions of the Primate in the preceding
section shall, in the event of the Primate coming
under the operation of its provisions, be exercised
by the Dean of the Church of Nigeria.
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1.

If a Bishop desires to resign his See, he shall send his
letter of resignation to the-Primate (or, if he himself
be the Primate, to the Dean of the Church of
Nigeria). The Primate (or, in the case of the
resignation of the Primate, the Dean of the Church
of Nigeria) in consultation with the Bishops of the
Church of Nigeria, shall judge whether the
resignation should be accepted ornot.

Any Bishop of the Church of Nigeria may, upon
representation made to the Primate by at least two
Bishops of the Church of Nigeria be asked, ur if
necessary required to resign his See. He shall be
given the fullest opportunity to defend himself and
his defence shall be given careful consideration. If
the Primate in consultation with the other Bishops

of the Church of Nigeria decides that the Bishop is |

unable adequately to discharge the duties of his
office, he shall be required toretire.

It shall be the duty of the Diocese to see that
satisfactory provision is made for the pension of
the Bishop on his retirement.

Fvery Bishop of the Church of Nigeria shall be
deemed to retire from office on attaining the age

of seventy years.

A Bishop may, with the appropriate notice to the
Primate retire before he attains the age of seventy

years:
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Provided that an outgoing Bishop under this section shall
give at least six months notice of his intention to leave

office,

NOTICE OF 6
RETIREMENT '

COMPULSORY RETIREMENT OF 7
THE PRIMATE '

It shall be the duty of the retiring Bishop to give to
the Primate and the Diocesan Board of his Diocese
atleast six months’ notice of his retirement.

In the event of the Primate coming under the
provisions of Clause 2 of this Canon, his functions
shall be exercised by the Dean of the Church of

Nigeria.
CANON XI

Of Administration of Vacant Bishoprics

PRO TEMPORE 1

ADMINISTRATION ‘
B G

TENURE . 2.

Where any See of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion)becomes vacant by reason of the
death, retirement or translation of a Bishop, or other
sufficient cause, the spiritual care and governance
thereof shall devolve upon the Primate who, after
consultation with the Archbishop of the province

concerned, may appoint -
(a)  asupervisory Bishop;or
{b) a VicarGeneral,

to act for the time being until the See be again
canonically filled, defining in writing the duties
which the appointee shall perform.

(1)  The tenure of the appointee to administer a
vacant See shall not exceed three months
unless the appointment is renewed in
writing by the Primate.

(2)  The Primate may determine the
appointment of the administrator pro
tempore, and appoint another in his place.
He may also redefine, alter or add to the
duties of the administrator.




SUPBRVISORY
8ISHOY

VICAR GENERAL

Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) Constitution and Conons 2020

3. (1)

2)

)

Any Bishop of the Church of Nigeria may be
appointed by the Primate to supervise a. DIO

vacant See in addition to his duties within .

his own Diocese, and he shall be designated |
as the Supervisory Bishop of the vacant See
in addition to being the Bishop of his own/!
Diocese. :
A Supervisory Bishop shall administer the
vacant See separately from his own Diocese.
A Supervisory Bishop shall perform all thef):
duties of a Bishop in the vacant See.

A Supervisory Bishop shall be entitled to
reimbursement for all his out of pocket]
expenses in the vacant See as may bel
approved by the Primate. 5
A Supervisory Bishop shall not embark on|
any new capital project in the See without,
the approval of the Diocesan Board and the;

Primate.

The Primate may appoint any priest of the.
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Commurion),.
with not less than fifteen years post,
ardination experience, to be a Vicar General:

of a vacant See.

A Vicar General shall oversee the day-to-day
administration of the vacant See, but shail
not otherwise perform the duties of a

Bishop.
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5.

The revenue of a vacant Bishopric, and all church
funds administered by the Bishop shall, dufing the
vacancy of the See, be received and administered by
the Diocesan Finance Board (or such other body as
the Primate may appoint), which shall duly account
for the same fo the next succeeding Bishop, within
three months from the date of the enthronement.

The body administering the temporalities of a
vacant See shall appoint out of the said
temporalities such a sum as it shall see fit to
remunerate the Primate and the Vicar-General for
the expenses incurred by them and shall pay the
residue o the next succeeding Bishop.

CANON XII

Of Resignation and Retirement of Clergy

1.

If a Clergy desires to resign, he shall send his letter
of resignation to the Bishop who shall judge
whether the resignation should be accepted or not.

Any Clergy of the Church of Nigeria may be asked
or if necessary be required to resign his office, He
shall be given the fullest opportunity to defend
himself and his defence shall be given careful
consideration.

It shall be the duty of the Diocese to see that
satisfactory provision is made for the pension of
every Clergy on hisretirement.

A Clergy of the Church of Nigeria shall retire from
office onattaining the age of seventy years.

A Clergy may, with the appropriate notice to the
Bishop voluntarily retire when he attains the age

of sixty-five years.
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6.
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Tt shall be the duty of the retiring Clergy to give to h
the Diocesan Bishop and the Diocesan Board at

least six months’ notice of his intention to retire.

CANON XIXI
Of Episcopal Synod -
The Episcopal Synod shall be composed of all the 'f
serving Bishops, Assistant Bishops, Sufiragan BoC
Bishops and Retired Bishops of the Church of .
Nigeria (Anglican Communion), =

05

Only serving Bishiops of the Church of Nigeria shall ,}
have power to vote at meetings of the Episcopal ¥
Synod. b
The Episcopal Synod shall have final authority m ' .
those matters which, as stated in the Fundamental; @
Declarations of the Church of Nigeria, are the’:
special responsibility of the Order of Bishops:;
provided that in a question of Faith or Order, if:
there is not unanimity, any Bishop may require thati-
opinions be sought in the matter from other;
Metropalitans of the Anglican Communion.

The Episcopal Synod shall discuiss such matters as’
the Primate or any Diocesan Bishop of the Churchs
of Nigeria wishes to bring before it, and the:
Episcopal Synod shall have the right to bring before:
the General Synod such things touching upon;
worship and uniformity in the form of worship.

A

The Episcopal Synod shall meet whenever so
required by this Constitution, and at such other
times as the Primate shall think fit. The place and &
time of meeting shall be determined by the Primate;
provided that the Primate shall summon the
Episcopal Synod to meet if at any time requested so

to do by three or more Diocesan Bishops.
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Every Diocese of the Church of Nigeria shall be
entitled to be represented in the General Synod by

two Clerical and three Lay Representatives. The

Lay representatives shall include the Chancellor

and atleast one woman.

The Primate is, by virtue of his office, the President
of the General Synod; in the case of a vacancy in his
e unavoidable absence of the Primate,
the Dean of the Church of Nigeria (0, in his
absence, the Archbishop Senior by presentation as
‘Archibishop who is present) shall preside.

The Clerical and Lay Representatives of a Diocese

shall be elected in alich a manner, and according to

such rules, as the Diocesan Synod may malkein that
behalf. Representation of Dioceses at the General
Synod may be ceviewed from time to time by the
Ceneral Synod or by the Gtanding Committee in

between Synods.

[n each Diocese, the Diocesan Synod shall make
rules to provide for the filling of vacancies in the
Clerical and Lay Representation of the Diocese
which may occur through death,' resignation, loss
of qualification, o a1y other good cause, hetween
the time of the election oI appointment and the;
subsequent meeting of the General Sy“nod.

The House of Bishops shall consist of such Bishopsi
a5 are, at the time of the meeting of the Genersl,
Synod, Diocesan Bishops, Suffragan Bishops,j;
Assistant Bishops and retired Bishops. ?
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said enactment, together with such other of its _
" proceedings as the Synod shall have ordered to be

published, to be carefully printed or cyclostyled for
the general use of the Church, and the said
Comumittee shall transmit to each Bishop a copy of
the regulations and proceedings so printed for the
information of the Diocesan Synod: and each
Bishop shall notify in such manner as he shall see
fit, to all the congregations in his Diocese, the
alterations that have been made in the provisions of
the Constitution and Canons of the Church of

Nigeria,

At the commencement of every session of the
General Synod there shall be set up from its
members a Committee of Reference to which the
Primate, the General Synod or the Standing
Conunittee may submit for its advice any proposed
amendments to the Constitution of the Church of
Nigeria or any Diocesan Constitution, other
proposed enactment of the General Synod, or any
other matter, which the Committee of Reference has
constituted by the General Synod may, from time to
time, recommend.

CANON XV

Of Proceedings in the Standing Committee

The Primate (or, in his a’bsence, the Dean of the
Church of Nigeria) shall summon meetings of the
Standing Committee of the Synod at such time and

place as he may appoint.

When members of the Committee have been
elected, the Clerical representatives on the General

Synod of each Diocese of the Church shall elect one

of theirnumber, and the Lay Representatives on the
General Synod of each Diocese of the Church shall

A
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VOTING BY HOUSES

QUORUM

OFFENCES

clect one of their number to form a panel from
which the Primate shall be entitled to draw such
persons as may be required to fill vacancies which
may occur in the membership of the Commitiee
through death, resignation or any other cause.

At the request of any member of the aforesaid
Committee voting wupon a motion before the
Comimittee shall be by Houses

The Quorum for the meeting of the Standing
Committee of the General Synod at which the
Primate or Dean shall be present shall be one-third

ofits members. ‘

CANON XVI
Of Beclesiastical Discipline
The following are the charges or accusations on ;
which fthe Primate, a Provincial Archbishop, a
Bishop, a Priest or a Deacon in the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion} may be presented -
fortrial: 3

(a) A conviction by a court of competent
jurisdiction for felony or other allfed

offences; g

(b)  “Sexual immorality” the words “includes -
but is not limited to homosexuality, *
lesbianism, bi-sexuality, paedophilia, -
adultery, fornication, rape and other
sexually abhorrent behaviout; :

(¢©)  Conduct giving just cause for scandal or
offence; .

(d)  Heresy orfalsedoctrine;

{e) Schism, or acceptance of membership in a
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religious body not in communion with the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion);

()  Apostasy from the Christian Faith;

(g)  Vieolation of any provision of the
Constitution of the Church of Nigeria or of a

Diocese;

(h}  Disobedience, which is to say, wilful
contravention of the Regulations either of
the General Synod, or of the Diocesan Synod
of the Diocese in which he holds office;

(i)  Neglectofthe duties of his Office;

() Being a member of a secret society or cult,
and failure or refusal to renounce
membership of the same when required to

doso,
O 2. No original proceedings shall be institated before
any Tribunal of the Church of Nigeria if more than

three years have elapsed since the date of the
alleged offence, except leave be given for a further
extension of time by the Primate under his hand
and seal: or except the proceedings are grounded
upon a finding of a civil or Criminal court, in which
case stuch Hmitation shall not apply if such
proceedings are commenced within six calendar
months of such findings having been pronounced.

HOW CHARGES 3. All charges shall be made in a document signed by
ARE'TO BE LAID i A
the presenters, wherein shall be specified all
particulars of time, place, and circumstances
alleged by them, intimation being made of the
name and address of some person, to whom all
necessary communications in the cause shall be

made as the agent of the presenters.
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10.

11,

12,

13.

The accused shall have the right to challenge any
two of the Assessors nominated to sit at his trial,
and the place of the Assessors 5o challenged, if the
challenge be upheld, shall be filled by the
appointment of others by the President of the
Tribunal, which appointment shall befinal.

The Tribunal shall be bound to consider, but not
necessarily to accept the opinions of the Assessors
before pronouncing judgment. -

The accused shall be entitled to have the aid of
counsel or an agent and may submit his defence in
writing. The presenters also may be aided by
counsel, and be represented by any agent they may
appoint (being a Communicant member). '

No testimony shall be received at the trial except
from witnesses' who shall before giving their
evidence, make an affirmative answer to the

following question -

“Do you promise, in the presence of Almighty God,
that you will speak the whole truth, whether in the
declaration which you shall make, or in the answer
which you are aboutto give?”

If it be necessary to take the testimony of an absent
witness, or withesses, such testimony shall be
taken, in the form and manner above provided, by a
Commissioner or Commissioners to be appointed
for that purpose, and the evidence shall be reduced
to writing and forwarded to the court, which
evidence shall be read and used at the ftrial;
provided, however, that no application for the
appointment of such Commissioner or
Commissioners shall be made by either party to the

12:8 96
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REVIEW 18

NO APPEARANCE OR WRITTEN 19

DEBFENCE

CONTUMACY ANT} 20

I'T8 PENALTIES

RECORD TO BE 21

PRESERVED IN
REGISTRY

Whenever a sentence has been passed by any
Tribunal of the Church, it shall be competent for the
Primate or Bishop (as the case may be) within thirty
days after sentence is passed, to direct that the case
shall be reviewed or reheard, if it shall appear to
him that there are cogent reasons for believing that
the sentence was founded on some error, either as
to the facts of the case oras to the law of the church,
so thatjustice has not been done to the accused.

If the accused does not appear aftér citation as
hereinbefore provided and no sufficient reason in
the opinion of the Tribunal is assigned for this
absence, or if he shall send in a written defence, the
Tribunal shall proceed with the trial and give such
judgement as the case may require, unless the
President of the Tribunal see fit to order a second
citation to be issued.

Any person against whom judgement has been
given who shall refuse to obey the sentence of any
Tribunal of the Church, shall, if not sentenced to
suspension or deprivation, be excommunicated,
unless, for reasons which must be notified in open,
court, the Primate or Bishop (as the case may be)
shall decide that it is undesirable to proceed to
extreme measure of excommunication, It shall be
the duty of the Primate or Bishop (as the case may
be) after due notice to pronounce the sentence of

excomimunication.

Every Tribunal of the Church of Nigeria shall keep
a full record of its proceedings, including the
Articles of Presentment, with the names of the
presenters and the accused, the eviderice, the
opinions of the clerical or lay Assessors, and the
judgement of the Judge or Judges. The record shall
be preserved in the Registry of the Tribunal.
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A Bishop of the Church shall, where charges are
brought against him be tried by a court consisting of
the Primate and the Bishops of the Church of
Nigeria. The Primate shall preside. The Bishops
except the accused, shall be summoned by the
Primate to the hearing of the charge; but no trial
shall take place unless there be present at least six
Bishops, including the Primate, but exciuding the

accused.

TRIAL OF BISHOFPS 99

Should the Primate be the accused, the Dean, of the
Church of Nigeria shall preside and the sentence of
the court shall be signed by him and at least three
other Bishops: Provided that no trial of the Primate
shall take place urniless there be presentat least four
Bishops, including the Dean of the Church of
Nigeria but exciuding the accused.

TRIAL OF PRIMATE bk

HOW CHARGES ARETOSMADE og N charge shall be received against a Bishop of the
Church unless it be preferred, if it relates to a matter
of Faith and Doctrine, by at least five Priests of the
Diocese, or by a Bishop of the Church or, if it relates
to other matters, by at least three Priests of the
Diocese and also three Lay Representatives in the
Synad of the Diocese of the accused Bishop.

In the case of an accusation against a Bishop, the
Articles of Presentment shall be delivered to the
Primate, except he be the accused in which case
they shall be delivered to the Dean of the Church of

Nigeria.

ACCUSATION a5

R R e

PRSI A




THRM OF TRIAL

CLERICAL
ABSESS0RS

DEVENCE

SENTENCE

Church of Nigeria (Anglicen Communion) Constifution and Canons 2020

MANNER OF §ERVING CHARGE 2

27,

28.

290

30.

The Primate (or if the Primate is the accused, the
Dean of the Church) shall, at the earliest moment
after receipt of the Articles of Presentmient transmit
a copy of the same to the accused, and to each of the
other Bishops of the Church. All intimations and
citations shall be deemed to be duly served by a
copy thereof being forwarded by registered post to
the residential address of the accused.

The trial shall take place within four months of the
receipt of the Articles of Presentment by the
Primate or the Dean of the Chuxch (as the case may
be) unless, owing to the difficulty of
communication, it appears to him necessary to
postpone it to a latter day: but in no case shall it be

postponed beyond a year.

In the trial of a Bishop, the President shall appoint
three Clerical Assessors, each Assessor being a
Dean, Provost, Archdeacon or Canon of some
Cathedral Church in the Church of Nigeria; and he
shall, except on charges of heresy, also appointone
or two persons as Lay Assessor or Assessors.

In the trial of a Bishop, the accused may, if he sees
fit, submit his defence in writing.

In the trial of a Bishop the sentence, if the accused be
found guilty, shall be either admonition, censure,
suspension, or deprivation, and in addition to any
of these, the court may pass a sentence of
excommunication, as the offence or offences
adjudged to have been proved shall seem to
deserve, due regard being paid to provisions
relating to Judicial Sentences.
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authenticated and forwarded by the
President to the Bishop who shall accept the
same and pass such sentence thereon as the
Canons of the Church shall direct,

Pl 35.  Any charge against a Priest or a Deacon of the
Church must proceed from a Priest of the Chawch or
from the Church~wardens of the Parish in which he
is serving, or from three or more communicant
members. The Bishop may also himself, if he shail
see fit, order proceedings to be commenced against
any Clergyman whose conduct he believes to have
just cause for scandal or offence, and in such a case
it shall be sufficient for one Presenter appointed by
the Bishop to deliver the Articles of Presentment.

O I IDINGS 36.  The Articles of Presentment shall be [aid before the
Bishop who shall decide, in the first instance,
whether they are proper to be admitted or not. If the
Bishop shall refuse either to instifute an enquiry, or
to proceed to try the accused, he shall intimate his
refusal to the presenters in writing within thirty
days after the receipt of the Articles of Presentment:
and in such case it shall be competent for the
presenters to apply to the Primate; or, if the Primate
be the Bishop who refuses, to the Episcopal Synod
through the Dean of the Church of Nigeria; and if
the Primate or the Episcopal Synod think fit, he or
they may require the Bishop to proceed: provided
always that notice of intention to apply shalt have
been given in writing to the Bishop of the Diocese
within twenty-one days after his refusal to act and
that the application together with a copy of the
Articles of Presentment, shall have been forwarded
to the Primate or Dean of the Church of Nigeria
within thirty days after receipt of the Bishop's

refusal.
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the intention to start proceedings,
nt of the charge and a copy of
the information of which it is founded, shall be
served upon the person accused, together with the
names of those chosen to be agsessors, thirty days at

|east before the hearing of the case.

Notice of
contairing a stateme

t or Deacon within the Church of Nigeria

Any Pries
if accused of immoral conduct, may be suspended

¢rom the exercise of ministerial duties by the Bishop
should it appear-te-the Bishop to be tiecessary for
the prevention of scandal: provided that a trial on
the charge alleged shall take place as soon as

possible.

Any Priest or Deacon holding the licence of a
Bishop may, if he s0 desires, have any charges
which may be brought against him tried by the
Bishop's Coutt; and, if such charge be proved, the
Bishop shall determine what sentence shail be
sufficient, and there shall be no appeal if the
sentence proceeds no further than
of the licence,

If any Priest or Deacon against whom a judgement
or sentence shall have been pronounced by arty
Bishop's court shall feel aggrieved by such
judgement or sentence, it shall be lawful for such
person (except in guch cases as are otherwise
provided for in these Canons), to appeal to the
Church of Nigeria Tribunal of Appeal: provided
such appeal be notified in writing by the Appellant
to the Bishop of the Diocese within thirty days after

such judgement or sentence shall have been

pronounced.

the withdrawal -
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T onN 41,  The Church of Nigeria Tribunal of Appeal (except
o amA - as provided below) s.hall be the Episcopal Synod,
APPEALS and the Primate (or if he is absent the Bishop acting

under his commission) shall preside in this
Tribunal. If the appeal is from the judgement or
sentence of the court of the Primate himself, the
Dean of the Church of Nigeria shall preside. The
Primate, or the Dean as the cage may be shall before
the assembling of the Tribunal, nominate three
Clerical Assessors, and he shall, except in charges of
heresy, also appoint one or two persons as Lay
Assessors as provided in these Canons,

s 42, In all cases not involving questions of Faith or
APPEALS Doctrine, except the appeal be from a judgement or

sentence of the Court of the Primate himself, it shall
be sufficient for the Primate along with Clerical and
Lay Assessors (as provided above) to hear and
decide the appeal unless the Primate himself judges
| it expedient to convene the meeting of the
| Episcopal Synod, or unless two Bishops of the
Chuzrch shall request him to convene the meeting of
the Episcopal Synod to hear and decide the appeal.

N sacm 43.  If the judgement or sentence of a Bishop's Court in
question of Faith and Doctrine fail to be affirmed on
appeal by reason of only two Bishops being present
at the meeting of the Episcopal Synod and not
agreeing as to the judgement or sentence, it shall be
competent for the presenters, with the consent of
the Bishop of the Diocese, to bring the case again
before the Episcopal Synod, at its next meeting, on
giving the notice required for appeals.
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44,

45,

46.

47,

48.

There shall be no appeal to the Church of Nigeria
Tribunal of Appeal as regards the facts of any case,
but only as to the Conclusion to be drawn from
those facts which the Bishop's Court shall
determine to be proved. But it shall be competent
for the Primate, on receiving the case on appeal, to
direct that the case, as regards the facts that are
charged, shall be reviewed by the Bishop's Court.

There shall be no appeal from a judgement or
sentence for any offence for which ne higher
sentence than suspension for three months can be
pronounced, except it be allowed by the Bishop's
Court or directed by the Primate.

I case of an appeal to the Church of Nigeria
Tribunal of Appeal sentence shall be suspended
during the appeal, except in case of a sentence for
immoral conductor heresy.

The Church of Nigeria Tribunal of Appeal may
affirm, modify, or amend the judgement or
sentence appealed against, or pass any other
judgement or sentence in the case, as it thinksjust.

Every appellant from a judgement or sentence of a
Bishop's Court must within thirty days after the
date of the judgement or sentence as the case may
be, lodge with the Registrar of the court his grounds
of appeal supported with reason and must give a
bond, to be approved by the said Registrar to defray

all necessary charges in prosecuting the appeal, and -

such costs as may be judged by the Court or
Tribunal of Appeal.
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FOR FALSE
TEACHING

TOR WILPUL
MEGLECT IN
CONDUCT OF
SERVICEH

BOR REFUSAL
OFDUTY

JUDICEAL SENTENCE

Any Priest or Deacon, found guilty after due #rial,
shall be subject to any of the following sentences:

(a)

(k)

(c)

For publicly and advisedly maintaining
doctrines or opinions contrary to the
teaching of the Church, unless he shall
formally retract the same within fifteen days
after a sentence is given,

(1) inhibition from preaching or

suspension for a term not
exceeding three years: provided
that if af the expiration of any such
“sentence he shall refuse to abjure
such doctrines or opinions, he
shall thereupon be deprived; or

(i1) deprivation,

Por refusing or wilfully neglecting to use in
public prayer and administration of the
Sacraments and other Holy Offices the forms
authorised under the fundamental
principles of this constitution: formal
admonition or suspension for a term not
exceeding twelve months; and further, Until
he shall have given an undertaking to
conformin future,

For refusing, without good and sufficient
reason, to perform for any member of the
Church, belonging to his cure and not Under
the Censure of the Church, any act
appertaining to the ministerial office, formal
admonition or suspension for a term not
exceeding three months; and further, Until
he shall have given an Undertaking to
Conformin future,
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For general neglect of duty, formal

admonition by the Bishop or suspension for
a term not exceeding twelve months; in
addition he shall give an undertaking to

conform infuture.

For immoral conduct, suspension for a term
not exceeding twelve months, or

deprivation.

For scandalous conduct OT offence
uanbecoming of a Clergymall formai
admonition or suspenston for a term not
exceeding six months: and in addition he
ghall have given undertaking to Conform in

future,

Yior wilful contravention of a0y enactment of
the General Synod or of the Diocesan Synod
(in matters not otherwise provided for), or
for refusal to obey lawful command of his
Ordinary, formal admonition or suspension
for a term not exceeding stx months; in
addition, he shall give an undertaking to

conform in future.

I addition to any of the above sentences, the
Bishop may suspend the accused from
receiving Holy Comuunion for such a
petiod ashe may determine.

In case of Heresy, Sehism, acceptance of
membership in a religious body not in

- communion with the Church of Nigeria,

Apostasy a sentence of excommunication or
deposition may be passed unless in the
meantime the accused has publicly abjured,
in which case a lesser sentence may be

imposed.

T T T

o
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()

(g}

schism or acceptance of membership in a
religious body not in communion with the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion);

apostasy from Christian faith;

violation of the Constitution, Canons and
Resolutions of the General Synod of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)
or of the Constitution of any Diocese or acts
calculated to subvert either or both

Constitutions,

refusal or failure to obey a directive given by
the General Synod through the Primate or
the Diocesan Bishop pursuant fo powers
conferred by virtue of the relevant
provisions of the Constitution of the Church

of Nigeria; and

being a member of a sectet society or cult,
and failure or refusal to renounce
membership of the same when required to

do so by a Bishop.

If a member of the Church is accused of an
ecclesiastical offence, the complaint shall in
the first instance be investigated by a Church
Committee appointed by the Parish Council
from outside its membership and the
findings of such Committee shall be
submitted in writing to the Vicar,

The Vicar shall review the case and if he
considers the offence to have been
committed, shall submit his
recommendation in writing to the Bishop
through his Archdeacon within one-month
of the submission of the case to him.

)
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BISHOY ' 3. The Bishop, after such consultation ashe may deem
necessary, shall decide whether the alleged
offender shall be subjected to any punishment and
shall notify the Vicar and the Church Comrmnittee
through the Archdeacon of his decision in writing
before the lapse of two months from the receipt by
him of the recommendation of the submission by

the Vicar.

PUNISHMENT 4 The punishment which the Bishop may administer
to any member found guilty of an ecclesiastical

offence shall be any of the following:

(a) ex~-communication;

(b)  removal fromany office held in the Church
or Diocese;

(c) . disqualification from partaking of the Holy
Comrmunion, or being nominated to
Diocesan office, the Parish Church Council,
or any office in the Church or in any Church
Society either indefinitely or for such period
as the Bishop shall think fit;

(dy if the offender be a Lay Reader, Catechist,
Warden, Sides marn, member of the Parish
Church Council or Diocese, suspension
from office either indefinitely or for sach
period as the Bishop shall think fit.

DIGCISAN BOATD 5. If any member of the Diocesan Board is alleged to
have committed an ecclesiastical offenceinrelation -

to his duties as a Piocesan official, the Diocesan

Bishop shall set up a committee which shall

investigate the allegation against himand submita g

report and recommendation to the Bishop. If the

Bishop is satisfied that the allegation has been -}

proved, the Bishop may impose any punishment

" prescribed in this Canon.

)
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REFERBNCE BY f
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SERVICES OF THE i
CHURCH: POWER *
TO MAKE SBRVICES

ADAPYTATIONS

DIOCESAN SERVICES 2

The Bishop may, atany time on his own initiative, if
he has reasonable cause to believe that any offence
specified herein may have been committed by any
person, refer the matter to the Priest in charge of the
Parish Church to which he belongs or at which he
worships regularly or to a Committee of the
Diocesan Board appointed by the Bishop.
Thereafter, the provisions of Clauses 2,3, 4 and 5 of

this Canon shallapply.

Where any member of the Standing Committee of
the Church is accused of an offence under Clause
1(g) above, the Standing Comunittee shall set up a
Cominittee not exceeding three in number which
shall investigate the allegation against him and
submif a recommendation to the Primate who
shall, if satisfied that the offence has been
committed, impose any punishment prescribed in
Clause 4 hereof.

(1)  All appeals and correspondence as
appropriate, shall be channelled through the
Vicar, the Archdeacon, the Bishop, or the
Provincial Archbishop to the Primate.

(2)  Thedecision of the Primate shall be final.

CANON XVIII

Of Services of the Church

The Bpiscopal Synod shall have power to make
such adaptations and abridgements of, and
addition to, the Services of the Church as may be

required from time to time.

It shall not be permissible for a Diocesan Bishop to
authorize for use in his Diocese any alterations in a
Service approved by the Episcopal Synod unless
the Episcopal Synod, or a body authorised by it for
the purpose, has approved the alteration as suifable
in itself, as being required by the conditions of the

Pg-j

]
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Diocese and as not introducing any difference of
substance. He shall not authorize for use in his
Diocese any Liturgical Services or Occasional
Offices or any adaptations, abridgements or
additions in such Services unless the Episcopal
Synod or a body authorised by it for the purpose,
has approved the Services or alteration, The
Diocesan Bishop shall, subject to the Constitution
of the Church of Nigeria, have freedom to authorise
services for special occasions in his Diocese, and for

occasions not otherwise provided for,

o 8. Notwithstanding the regulations contained in the
foregoing Clause, it shall be permissible for a

Diocesan Bishop after consultation with the House
of Clergy and his Diocesan Synod and with the
approval of the Episcopal Synod, to authorise for a
period not exceeding two years such experimental
adaptations, abridgements, or additions to any
Liturgical Services or Occasional Offices as he may
think fit: provided that such experimental
adaptations, abridgements, or additions shall not
continue to be authorised beyond the said peried of
two years without the approval of the Episcopal
Synod ora body authorised by it for the purpose.

CANON XIX
Of Declarations and Subscriptions
P 1, No one shall be admitted to any office'in the Church
of Nigeria (Anglican Communion}, nor shall he be

entitled to receive any income, emolurnents or

benefit from or out of any property held under the
authority of the General Synod, unless he shall

have signed a declaration, according to the form, if ;]

any, prescribed by the General Synod, of
submission to the regulations of the Church of
Nigeria relating to such office: provided that the
General Synod may dispense with this requirement
in the case of particular officers,
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The following Declarations ghall be made and
subscribed before the Primate, or sOme person duly
appointed by him, by all Bishops-Elect of the
Church of Nigeria, and before the Bishop by
persons to be admitted to Holy Orders, and by all
Priests and Deacons to be admnitted to any office in
the Chutch of Nigeria (Anglican. Communion):

The Declaration of Belief

SOOI
ordained Deacon/ Priest/Bishop do so affirm, and

accordingly declare my belief in the truth which is
revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the
Catholic Creed and to which the historic
formularies of the Church of Nigeria bear witness:
and in public prayer and administration of the
Sacraments, T will use only the forms of service
whichare authorised ot allowed by Canons.

now to be

The Declaration of Submission te Synod
I do also declare that I consent to be bound by the

regulations of the Diocese/ Church of Nigeria and
Canons which have been made, or which may
hereafter be made by the Diocesan/ Church of
Nigeria Synod or may otherwise have lawful effect

i1 the Diocese/ Churchof Nigeria.

The Oath of Canonical Obedience
(The Deacons/ Priests /Bishop holding the Bible in

uplifted right hand willsay):

(D SWEAT by Almighty God
that T will pay true and canorical obedience to the

BiSHOP OFeerorrmeocmmnmmmennnss ettt
Diocese,/ Primate of the Church of Nigeria and his

successors in all things lawful and honest.

R
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(iv)

The Oath of Submission :
And I hereby undertake to accept and immediately

submit to any sentence depriving me of any or all
the rights and emoluments appertaining to the
office of Deacon/Priest/Bishop, which may at any
time be passed upen me after due examination by
the Bishop/Primate acting under the Constitution
of the Diocese/ Church of Nigeria.

I agree to exercise the said office of
Deacon/Priest/ Bishop so long as may be required
of me by the Bishop of
................................................... Diocese/Primate
and his sticcessors acting under the Constitution.
So help me God. Amen. (The
Deacons/ Priests/Bishops touch their forehead

with the Bible).

No person ordained by a foreign Bishop, or by a
Bishop notin communion with this Church shall be
permitted to officiate ag a Minister of this Church
until he shall have complied with the Canon or
Canons in that case provided and also shall have
subscribed the aforesaid declaration.

No person shall be admitted to any office in the
Church of Nigeria unless he subscribes to the
following declarations before the Primate or the
Bishop of a Diocese, when required so to do,
renouncing or denouncing membership of secret
cults or societies as defined in this Canon -

The Qath of Allegiance to God
TP e , confess

before God and His Church that T have never been a
member of any Secret Cult, I also vaw that I will
never join any Secret Cult; and I owe allegiance to
no other but to the Lord Jesus Christ; and that my
loyalty to Him will always be absolute, total and
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(vii) which has been declared to be a secret
society or cult under any existinig law in
Nigeria; and/ or

(vili} which the Primate with the approval of
General Synod has declared to be a secret
society orcult.

CANON XX
Of Marriage

The Church believes that Marriage, by Divine
institution is a lifelong and exclusive union and
partnership between one man and one womar. Its
law and regulations are based upon this belief.

(1)

Solemnization. of Holy Matrimony by the
Rites of the Church is reserved to those who
are baptized unless in the case of a marriage
proposed between a baptized person and an
unbaptized person, a dispensation be
granted by the Bishop.

If such a dispensation is to be granted, the
Bishop must first be satisfied;

that both parties to the proposed marriage
recognise that the marriage will be Christian
marriage, identical in status to a marriage
between baptised persons.

that the unbaptized person intends to live
with the baptized person according to the
Christian law of marriage,

that both parties to the proposed marriage
intend and will give an undertaking that any
children resulting from the marriage shall be
baptized and brought up as Christians.

-

i
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Church of Nigeric

The . Form of solemnization of Holy
Matrimony shall not be used in the case of a
roposed. marriage in which either of the
parties shall have been married by Christian
Rites or by another form of marriage
recognised by the Church to a person ot
person still living except by permission of
the Bishop in terms of Sub-Clause (4) be.ow:

(a) Any member whose marriage has
been annulled or dissolved by a
civil court of competent
jurisdiction and who desires to
contract another umnion, or any
member who desires to contract a
union with one whose previous
marriage has been annulled or
dissolved by a civil court of
competent jurisdiction or by a
recognised authority or i a
recognised manner shall, if he or
she desires to have such a.uniorn
solemnized by the Rites of the
Church during the life time of a
former partner, apply to the
Bishop forjudgement;

(b) The Bishop, with the concurrence
of the majority of two or more
assessors sitting together or by
correspondence with one or more
of them shall issue a judgement to
the applicant which shall grant or
withhold permission for such
solemnization.
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(@

(d)

The assessors shall include:

(i)  the Archdeacon of the Archdeaconry
in which one or other of the parties

resides; and

(i)  the Chancellor or Registrar of the
Diocese or some other Communicant
Member learned in the law.

No case shall be considered until at least one
year after the final dissolution of the former

marriage.

Applications shall be made to the Bishopnot
tess than three calendar months before the

date of the contemplated marriage.

Before a favourable judgement is rendered,
the Bishop, and a majority of the Assessors
shall be satisfied:

(i) that both parties are baptized;

(i)  that no facts exist which make the
proposed marriage bigamous:

(i) that both parties do intend a
Christian marriage: and either

(iv)  that one or more of the facts set forth
in Clause 6 hereunder are shown to
have existed in the previous
relationship of him or her whose
marriage has been annulled or
dissolved which manifestly establish
that no marriage bond as is
recognised by the Church exists; or

]
f
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(v)  that such defects of personality shall
have been shown to exist as 0 have
made the continuance of the marriage

impossible.

No such judgement shall be construed as
reflecting in any way upon the legitimacy of
children or the civil validity of the former

relationship;

Every judgement rendered under this
Canon shall be lodged in the Diocesan

Registty;

Any person in whose fayour a judgement
has been granted under the provisions of
this Canon may be married by a Clergyman
of the Diocese in which the judgement is
given, If the marriage is proposed to be
solemnized in another Diocese than the one
in which the judgement is given, the said
judgement shall have been previously
submitted to and approved by the Bishop of

that Diocese.

Where two baptized persons are living
together as man and wife, their union not
having been solemnized by the Rites of the
Church, the Bishop may at his discretion
give permission for one or both of the
persons to be presented for Confirmation
and/or admitted to Holy Communion
provided that the Bishop shall first be
satisfied inter alia ,that the persons have
heen married under native customary law or
under some other generally accepted law
and that they are without other partners.
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(2)

(4)

Where two persons living together as man
and wife under native Customary law or any
other generally accepted law and without
other partners, are admitted to Holy
Baptism, their marriage is ipso facto raised
to the status of Christian Marriage, The
Church shall formally recognise this fact by
bestowing upon ita form of blessing.

A marriage contracted by non-Christians is
notraised to the status of Christian Marriage
by the Baptism of one of the partners only. If
after such baptism the unbaptised partner is
unwilling to remain peacefully and without
offence to God with the baptized partner
without seeking to induce him or her to
break any Christian Law or prevent the
baptism and Christian upbringing of the
children, it is possible for the baptized
partner to take advantage of the
"Privilegium Paulinum” (I Corinthians
VIL12-16}. If this course is desired,
application shall be made to the Bishop, who
shall satisfy himself by direct approach to
the unbaptized partner that such
unwillingness exists. If he be satisfied of it,
the Bishop may on the dissolution of the
marriage permit the baptized partner to
contract anew and Christian marriage, Until
the former marriage is dissolved, the
baptised partner may follow his or her
conscience inregard to cohabitation.

Where local practice in regard to marriage is
not repugnant to Christian Doctrine or Law,
observance of such practice by two persons
desiring to be married by the Rites of the
Church shall not constitute a reason for
refusing such Rites to them nor shall it be
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held in disrepute by the Church, provided
that the Priest who solemunizes the matriage
shall be satisfied that both the persons are
conversant with the principles of Christian
Matriage and they intend that their
marriage shall be monogatnous and
indissoluble. In case of any doubt as to
whether any local practice is repugnant to
Chyistian Doctrine or Law, the ruling of the

Bishop shall be final.

The inclusion of the English law of
Inheritance shall not of necessity be required
as a condition of the solemnization of &
marriage: Nevertheless, it is the duty of the
husband to ensure that athis death adequate

rovision is made for his widow and

children from his estate.

Marriages under this Canon may not be
solemnized without the prior publication of
Banns of Marriage on three successive
Sundays at the Church or Churches at which
the parties customarily attend Divine
Service and no impediment be declared.
Publication of Banns shall not be necessary
in the case of a blessing under Clause 3(2) of
this Canon, If not in accordance with the
provisions of the Civil Law, such marriages
shall be recorded in a Register to be kept for

the purpose.

Unless under exceptional circumstances and
with the direct permission of the Bishop
given in writing, no man living as 2
polygamist shall be admifted to Foly
Baptism; a baptized person who becomes a

~ polygamist shall not be admitted to

Confirmation or Holy Communion. -
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2)
;{éi(EZgLLANEOUS 5, (1)
(2)
3)

The wives of a polygamist may, subject to
the provisions of Clause 5(5) of this Canon be
admitted to Holy Baptism and shall not be
precluded from Confirmation and Holy
Communion solely on account of such
marital circumstances,

A Communicant Member of the Church
who marriesa non-Christian, except it be
within the terms and conditions of Clause
2(2) of this Canon shall be suspended from
the reception of Holy Communion until
such time as, in the discretion of the Bishop,
he or she shall be restored thereto, or until
such time as the non-Christian partner shall
have been baptized-and all other conditions
contained in this Canon relevant to such a
case have been fulfilled; such restoration to
Holy Communion shall not include the
remaining privileges of Communicant
status until the non-Christian partner shall

have been baptized,

Comumunicant member of the Church who,

having obtained a divorce, contracts a new

union except as provided in Clause 2(4) of
this Canon shall automatically be
suspended from the reception of Holy

Communion,

Confirmed members of the Church who are
living together as man and wife under native
customary law or other generally accepted
law and without other partners but who are
not eligible to be mazrried by the Rites of the
Church during the lifetime of a former
partner may nevertheless, at the discretion
of the Bishop be readmitted to Holy
Communion; such readmission shall not be

re )

IM]
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permissible until this union shall have
proved stable and in any case not within a
period of twelve months from the date of the

retmarriage.

Baptized persons who are living with one
partner alone to the exclusion of all others
and who intend this union to be
monogamous and indissoluble but are not
eligible to be married by the Rites of the
Church during the lifetime of a former
partner may not be presented to the Bishop
to be confirmed without special reference to
the Bishop before the commencement of
preparation for Confirmation.

A baptized member of the Church who
marries a polygamist shall not be eligible for
Confirmatiorn; a communicant member who
marries a polygamist shall be suspended
from Holy Communion as long as such a
union shall exist, unless under exceptional
circumstances the permission of the Bishop
in writing shall have first been obtained for
Confirmation or restoration to Holy
Communion, as the case may be.

6. The following shall be impediments to the
solemmization of Holy Matrimony which, should
the marriage have been contracted, may be grounds
for nullity in the Church-

1)

Marriage within the prohibited degrees as
set out in the Book of Common Prayer 1662,
as amended in 1946, or the Book of Common
Prayer of the Church of Nigeria, and gtich
other degrees of relationship as are normally
prohibited by local or tribal custom;
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1.

(2)  Mistakeas to the identity of either party;

(3) - Lack of freewill and competent consent on
the part of either (including fraud, duress,
mental deficiency, insanity);

() Impotence orsexual perversion; and

(5)  Bigamy.

CANON XXI
Of Training of Priests

Subject to such exemptions and variations as may
be specifically permitted By a Bishop within his
Diocese, the normal training required of a Priest of
this Church shall be as follows -

(a)

(b}

(e)

()

he shall pass through a period of not less
than three years as a candidate aspiring for
theological training;

he shall undergo a formal training in an
approved theological Institution for a
minimum period of four years leading to a
degreein Theology;

where the postulant already has a degree in
another discipline from an approved
Institution, he shall need only two years
formal training in a theological institution;

he shall not be less than twenty-five years of
age;

he shall have a minimum of a firgt degree in
Theology or any field of study from a
recognised university or tertiary institution;

where the degree is not in Theology, the
candidate shall in addition have a minimum
of a first degree in Theology from an

!
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institution recognised by the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion),

2. Any person who does not have the above
qualifications, shall not be ordained as a Priest of
the Church and accorded the rights and privileges

appertaining thereto.

CANON XXII
Of Membership

L. The membership of the Church of Nigeria shall be
open to all persons who accept the aims and
objectives and the doctrines of the Church as
contained in the Constitution of the Church and in

the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion.

2. No person shall be considered a member of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) unless
he is accepted as a member by one of the Dioceses of
the Church in compliance with the Constitution of

the said Diocese.

3, In accordance with the doctrines of the Church of
Nigeria and/ or the Constitation of a Diocese, a
member shal! be baptized, and may in addition be
confirmed or unconfirmed, married or unmarried,

financial or non-financial.

4, No person shall be a member of the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion) and at the same
time a member of any other religion or faith or
secret society orcult,

5. Any member of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) who forms another Church, or joins
another Church not in communion with the
Anglican Church or espouses another religion, or
denounces or renounces the doctrines of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) shall be
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deemed to have ceased to be a member of the
Church of Nigeria and his- membership shall
terminate accordingly. '

Bvery member shall be entitled to a certificate of
membership signed by the Viear of his church and
countersigned by the Bishop of the Dincese to
which he belongs, upon the payment of such fees as
may be prescribed by the Diocesan Synod.

No member shall be entitled to a share of church
property or funds, or to the continued ownership,
possession or use of church buildings or facilities
upon ceasing to be a member of the Church of

Nigeria (Anglican Communion).

For the aveidance of doubt, title to all movable and
immovable property of the Church of Ni geria
(Anglican Communion) shall remain vested i the
relevant registered body of trustees of the Church,
notwithstanding the cessation of the membership

of any person.

@
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SPECIAL CLAUSE

' THE INCOME AND PROPERTY OF THE
CHURCH OF NIGERIA (ANGLICAN COMMUNION])

Whensoever derived shall be applied solely towards the promotion of the
objects of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) as set forth in this
RULES AND REGULATIONS/ CONSTITUTION: and no portion thereof
shall be paid or transferred directly or indirectly, by way of dividend, bonus,
or otherwise howsoever by way of profit, to the members of the Church of

Nigeria (Anglican Communion),

PROVIDED that nothing herein shall prevent the payment, in good faith, or
reasonable and proper remuneration to any officer or servant of the Church
of Nigeria (Anglican Communion} in return for any service actually
rendered to the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) that no member
of 'the Council of Management or Governing Body shall be appointed to any
salaried office of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) or any office
of the Church of Nigeria {Anglican Communion) paid by fees; and that no
remuneration or other benefit in money or money shall be given by the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Commumion) to any member of such Council
or Governing Body except repayment of out-of-pocket expenses or
reasonable and proper rent for premises demised, or let to the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion) provided that the provision last aforesaid
shall not apply to any payment of any Company to a member of the Church
of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) may be a Company in which such
member shall not hold more than one-hundredth part of the capital, and
such member shall not be bound to account for any share of profits he may

receive inrespect of any such payment.

NO ADDITION, alteration, or amendment shall be made to or in the RULES
AND REGULATIONS/ CONSTITUTION for the time being in force, unless
the same have been previously submitted to and approved by the Registrar-

General,

IN the event of a winding up or dissolution of Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion} there remains, after the satisfaction of all it's debts and
liabilities, any property whatsoever, the same shall not be aid to or
distributed among the members of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
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Communion) but shall be given or transferred to some other institution or
Institutions, having objects similar to the objects of Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion) and the body or bodies are prohibited from
distributing it's or their income and property amongst it's or other members
to an extentat leastas great as is imposed on the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) under or by virtue of the SPECIAL CLAUSE hereof, such
institutions to be determined by the member of Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) effect cannot be given to the aforesaid provision then to some

charitable object.

VENERABLE GEORGE UGOCHUKWU NJOKU
Clerical Secretary

THE MOST REVD. HENRY CHUKWUDUM N DUKUBA
Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)
President of The General Synod
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VISION STATEMENT

«THE CHURCH OF NIGERIA
(ANGLICAN COMMUNION)
SHALL BE BIBLE-BASED,
SPIRITUALLY DYNAMIC, UNITED,
DISCIPLINED, SELF-SUPPORTING,
COMMITTED TO PRAGMATIC
EVANGELISM, SOCIAL WELFARE
AND A CHURCH THAT
EPITOMIZES THE GENUINE LOVE

OF CHRIST.”
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Weduesday, Augnst 13, 2025,
Homn. Justice Babasola Ogunade
Chancellor of Lagos West,

Dear Sir,

HE CONSTITUTION OF PANEL ON INQUIRY INTO THE MANAGEMEN
AND DISPOBAYL O ARSETE OF PHET CHURCH o NIGERIA, DIOCEER
DF AWEL UNDER THR AUTHQRITY OF THE MOST REV'D ATDY o
HZHOAY S

Calvary greetings to you in the name of our Lard Jesus Christ,

2o The frmoof ke, The % Associabes have copied ws ol the above
complaint against the Most Rev'd Dr Alex Ibezim, Archbishop of the Niger
Frovines end Bishop of Awka Diccese.

duocinents speak volurnes AL the purported sale of Dise GoEry

N
HY L

A
propertes and asseis without due Drocess,

. Toavoid undue negative attention and embarragsment caused to the
Awla Diocese in particular and the Church of Nigeria'in general, we have
prayerfully decided to constitute a Visitation Pane with the following as
Chairman and members -

al Hon. Justice Babasola Qgunade
Chancellor, Lagos West - Chairmean
b} Hom, Justice Nnena Otg - Member
Chancelior, Ohaji-Egbema Diocese
¢} Hon. Justice Tatwo Taiwo,
Chancellor, Diocese of Ondo - Member
o) The Rt Rev'd Ishaya Baba

Bighop of Zarian - Member
o) The Ven. Syreafus I Okerdko - Secretary

To do the following:
[a) Investigate the allegations wilth regard o the management and
disposal of the assets of the Church of Nigerla, Dincese of Awlea
under the aiithorily of the dost Hev'd Aler O ihezim ag raniobnesd -

kel gl ey




i) Investigate the looming con sequence of retrenchiment of nindreds o

Slatll W e DHGCe s,

{v] Determine the veracivy ar otherwise of the allogations;

G Lndertalis suoh other aotions as Wi enable us o L

decision{s) on the matter
() Make such recommendation(s) as may be deemed appropriate under
the clrcumstances,

4, Flease note that the duration of this assignment is 4 weeks from the
date of mauguration which is scheduled for Monday, 18th day of Anguat,
2B at 1 laun via Zoom.,

Fhe tink will be forwarded to vou as soon as possible,

Yours in the Christ,

I e ;
S e S

The Most Rev'd Hepry C. ﬁfﬂﬁimlm,: WA, BD, MA (Bd), i

Y
i

EPTIRL I PR B Aty |5 i

Arehibishop, Metropelit

oA

o pred ey s e 8 A ED RED L0
Beane crnlade ol Al Nigoeria,




o Al i 4y s eP s O PELE w8y EOVION AT PRIMNCE
ECHEZONMA BONTLONUIGRE HAS NO LEGAL CAPACITY 10O

COAAKE ANY AC CUSATION AGAINS T THE AL CUSED BISHOE

| 0 The Accuser (Prince Echezona Bonti Onnigbo) is not within the category
of persons spacifically stipulated to section 24 of CANON XV1 on page
49 of the Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion), 2020, who are entitled tn make charges ot gccusattons
against a Bishop of the Church of MNigeria {Anghoan Coununion) such

as the Accused Person/Objector. The Accuser is also not & member of

Diocese of Awlka (Anglican Cominun ton) and not of St. Faith Cathedral,

Awlea, as he claimad.
in this regard, the Accused Person/Objector hereby. adopt the arguments
ages | to 5 of bis letter dated Monday,

e Vost Rev'd Henry C. Mrdukuba, MA,

ooy * ~ N N
tan & Primate of Adl Migera

i paragraphs 1.1 o Ll onp
Angust 18, 2025, addressed to Th
Bi, MaA (Bd.y, DL, Archbishop, Mewopei

5. CROUMDS JN SUPPORT OF THE OBJECTION THAT THE
INSTANT INVESTIGATION/VISIT ATION PANEL OB BODY Gt
COMMITTELE SET UR BY. THE ARCHBISHOP, METROPOLELASY
AND PRIMAYE OF THE CHURCH OF T I MIGERIA (ANGLICAL
COMMUNION} IS NOT PROPERLY CONSTITUTED ANE
LACKS THE TURISDICTION TO ENTERTAIN OR CARRY QL7
ANY INVESTIGATION I ESPECT OF THI PUREORTED
ACCUSATIONS CONTAINED I THE LETTER DATED. 287"
WRITTEN 1O THE ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL

Fbe s

JULY, 2023,
CRIMIES COMMISSION ON THE [NSTRUCTIONS QR THE

ACCUSER (PRINCE ECHEZONA BONTI ONUIGEQ) ,
7 0 The Primate has a duty under the Constitution and Canons of the Church
of Nigeria, to preside to try the accused persoi, :
3.1 The power to appoint a Committee 1s vested by section 3 1(1) of the
Constitution on_the Generat Synod. Chapter YT on page 20 of the
Constitation and Canons of the Church of Nigerta is entitled “POWER
TO APPOINT COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS” and section

31(1) thereof reads:- :
(1) The Gensral Synod may appoint or provide by their Standing
Orders for the appaintment of a Stauding Commitiee and such

Committess, Commlissions, Depariments and bodies, which

other Commitiees
may include persons who are not menibers of the Synod and such

officers as they think fit.”
7 7 The eomposition of the Genersl Gynod Is stated in sections 6, 7, 8, and

PR N f_"nn T AARAMIARATa NS A Drareme rfF tha {qlgﬁi}?’(_’il‘x o T“!'”i‘?"ﬂ ?‘;ﬂd tilﬂ"ﬁ“ﬁ'
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provston dlaarty 4{'1"1&\‘ that st is nal composed pniv by the Primai
Sowrren c B0 TR Goesnda

“H The amnc}r il %‘fnuu shalt consist of

cad e Flouse of i ,imn

f )tht: House of Cleruy; :md

{v) the House of Laity constited in accordance with the
provisions of this Constitution,

7. The House of Bizhops shall consist of

(a) the Archiishop, Metr OpOllEdji and Primate of the Church of
Migeria;

(b) the Dean of the Church of Migeria;

{c) all serving Bishops of the Clureh of Nigeria;

{«l) retirect Bishops who are not engaged in remuneraiive work
outside ihe ordained Ministry: Provided that they shiall have ne
right to vole.

804 Ths House of Clergy shall consist of Priess and Livacons
who hotd the hr*an:m of the Bishop of the Diocese they
represent, elected in such manner and in accordance with
such rules as the Diocesan Synod may make in that behalf,

(2) Unless the General Synod or the Standing Commiitee
afhwwfs&- deeides, every Diocese shall be represented by
mwe Clarieal represantatives.

9ot ) The House of f_.mty shall consist of xm,h COTRTUTICHTT
members of the Churel of the age of 18 years and above
elected or appointed Lay Repm sentatives of the Diccese
they represeit wi th such rules as the Diocesan Synod may
make in that behalf

(2) Unless the General Synod or the Standing Committee

otherwise decides, every Diocese shall be represented by
three Lay representatives which shall include the Chancellor
and at least one woman.”

2.3 The Primate can ouly exercise powers vested on him by the Constitution
and Canons of the Charch of Nigeria, Power or powers not given to him
cannot be exercised by him, except in error. See sections 26(2y and 29(a)
of the Constitution which consistently state that his DOWELS are as |

“defined by the Constitution, Canons and Regulations” which mean that 3
he cannot exercise any power except given to him by the provisions of
the Constitution, Canons and Regulations of the Church. ‘

14 The Primale of All Nigeria should have allowed the persons mentioned ,
in section 22 of CANON X VT that deal with Ecclesiastical Diseipling on
page 99 of the Constitution and Canons of the Church of ngeud '

’ﬁmgncaa x,LIf’” munion o iy (he Accpeed Peresys n/Ohieeiar ines
2O 0 G e Chnieh, secuoan 12 of CANUN XV p[i?\ﬂd@s - i




vA Bishop ol the Chovel shall swlars charges e bronght agmi

ain b tned by
the Chureh of Mg
areepl the accised 5, vilmll be summonad by the Prunate o the
beartng of the charge; but po trial shall ke place unless thers be
present af least six Bishops. including the Primate, but excluding
the accused.”

2.5 It is umportant to note that the word “charges” is used interchangeably

with the words “accusations”. See sections [, 3, and 25 of CANON XV1.

2.6 It is clearly provided by section 53 of the constitution that any bishop

agangt whom a oharge (s brought shall be tried in accordance with the
provisions of the relevant CANONS on Diaci pline. There is no provision
for setting up an Wvestigation commitiee to investigate accusations made
i or any docunent.

2.7 The clear provision of section 22 of CANON X VI is that “a Bishop of
the shurch shall, where charges are brought against him be tried by a
court conststing of the Primate and the Bishops of the Church of Nigeria
and the Prunate siudl preside, but oo irial shall take piace unless there be
present at least six Bishops, including the Primate, but excluding the
acoused”

1.8 The present Panel is not properly congtituted in Hne with section 27 of
ihe Conatitution and i3, therefors, (ncompetent and (acks the jurfsdiction
to embark on any hearing.

19 The pre;sent Panel is also uot properly constituted in line with section
T3(2M3XA)S5) and 76(1)(9)(3)(4 (3) on pages 43 and 44 of the

(Zom fitution, specifically in Chapter XVIT which deal with DISPUTE
RESOLUTION.

0 There is no room n the Constitution for a Visitation Panel.

I The locus classicus case on the ingredients for competence and
Jurisdiction of any court or Tribunal is the case of MADUKQOLU V
NEEMDILIM (1962) 2 5.CN.L.R. 341, on page 348, where
BAIRAMIAN, E.J., said:-

“Put briefly, a Cowrt is competent when ~—

(1)1t (s properly constituted as regards numbers and qualifications
of the members of the bench, and no member is disgualified for
one reason or another; and

(2)the subject matter of the case is within its jurisdiction, and there
's no feature in the case which prevents the Court from
exercising its jurisdiction; and

{3) the case comes before the Court initiated by due process of law,
and upon fullilment of any condition precedent to the evercise

. 'r’ -,"., . i i
st The Prypets chall pesudde The Bishoo,

2.1
1

o

ol \:(}I?Sz Ty u? the Primaté and the 13’1 uun.s o
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of the Federauon by alf authorities and persons, aud by cours with
subordinate jurisdiction to that of the Supreme Court.”
The words “all authorities and persous’ are wide and elastic enough 1w
include the metsbers of the present Panel.
1 I{ remaing to point out that by virue of section 90 of the Constitution (see

A

page 56 thereof):-
“The provisions of this Constitution and the Canous of the ;
Constitution shall be binding and take sffect from the 23™ day of ‘
September, 20207 *
The bindmguess of the Constitution and Canons of the Constitution
ynimistakably command strict compliance with its provisions. !
vt THE MERE FACT THAY THE MEMBERS OF THIS PANEL ARE
NOT SITTING 48 A COURT OF LAW IS NG EXCUSE NOT 10 BL
ZOUND BY THE LAWS OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
NIGBRLS INCLUBING THE COUNTRYS COMSTITUTION,
RELEVANT DECIDED CASES AND THE CONSTITUTION AND
CANONS OF THE CHURCH OF NIGERIA (ANGLICAN
COMMIUNION, 2020 AND THE CONSTITUTION AND
REGULATIONS OF THE DIOCESE OF AWHA (ANGLICAN
COMMUNION), 2622,
although this Panel is not a court of law established by stanus or the
Constitution of the Church of Nigeria or Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, the members of the Panel are Nigerians who are
bound by Nigerian laws including case law and the Constitution of the
Church. Consequently, since ignorance of the law is not an excuse, and
since the attention of the Panel has been drawn (o the position of the low,
the proper thing to do is to uphold the law and strike out the Accuser’s
complaints/accusations,
The Church of Nigeria (Anghcan Communion) is made up of Nigerians
who are bound by the existing laws in Nigeria and must conduct its affairs
in compliance with all extant laws in the country and its own

Constitution.

C, CONCLUSTON

201 The preliminary objections ae smeritorious and should be upl gled.

11 The Constitution and Canons of the Church of Migeria (Anglican |
Communion) are binding, by viriue of section 90 thereof, and must, o 1

therefors, be striody complied with and enforced. The Primate himsel!

Gritedd he il o
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For service Ot

ACCUSER (Prince Echezona Bonti Obutgbo)
Through his Senior C punsel,

Chief G, Tagbo ke, 5 AN

Arena of Law,

5, Carr Street,

Asata,
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CHURCH OF NEIGERIA
(ANGLICAN COMMUNION)

DIOCESE OF AWKA
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

Emmats House,

47, Arthur Eze Avenue,
Awlka,

Ananambra State
09137144099

16/09/2026
THE MOST REV'D HENRY C. NDUKUBA, MA, BD, MA (Ed.), D.D.,
Archbishop, Metropohitan and Primate of All Nigeria.

Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion),

St Matthias House,

Plot 942, lbrahim Wazirt Crescent.

Apo.

Abnga.

Your Grace,
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFIED TRUE COPY OF THE REPORT
SUBMITTED TO YOUR GRACE BY THE VISITATION TEAM TO THE
DIOCESE OF AWKA

Your Grace will recall that by a letter dated June 17,2026, you
constituted a Visitation Team to the Diocese of Awka to undertake a
comprehensive visitation to the Diocese of Awka and made the most Rev'd
Blessing Enyindah, PhD., JP, the Chairman of the Team with nine other
members,

The Terms of Reference you gave the Visitation Team are:

“(1} Interphase with all the aggrieved members of the Diocese and other state
hoiders with a view to resolving the issues around the assets, landed and

otherwise of the Diocese.




(2) Undertake such other activitics and support same with appropriate
recommendations as to the recovery of any of the propertics or lands of
the-Diocese thal have been sold or otherwise disposed ol

[t 15 on record thal the Visitation Team sat at Aguata Diocese and invited
The Most Rev'd Alexander C. Ibezim, PRI, the A rehbishop of the Provinee of
the Niger and Bishop of the Diocese of Awka and other Diocesan officials Lo
appear before it which invitation was duly honoured, Alf the documents and
information which Visitation Team requested for from the officials of the
Diocese of Awka were provided to the Team.

It is very important to observe that the Visitation Team invited Prince
Fehezona Bontl Onuigbo who, by his Solicitor’s letter dated 28th hily, 2025,
made “COMPLAINT OF MASSIVE CRIMINAL STRIPPING AND
STEALING OF ASSETS OF CHURCH OF NIGERIA (ANGLICAN
COMMUNION) AWKA DIOCESE BY ARCHBISHOP ALEXANDER
CHIBUZQ IBEZIM WITH LOOMING CONSEQUENCE OF
RETRENCHMENT OF HUNDREDS GF STAFF OF DIOCESH OF AWK A
CHURCH OF NIGERIA™ to the Bconomic and Financial Crimes Commission
(E.RC.C) but he refused to honour the invitation to produce evidence to
establish his allegations. The same petitioner had also refused to honour the:
invitation to appear before the carfier Panel set up by your Grace on the same
subject matter which was headed by HON. JUSTICE OGUNADE. It is cloar
that the petitioner has completely abandoned his frivolous all sgations having
not provided evidence to substantiate them.

We are aware that the Visitation Team have concluded its sittings al
Aguata Thocese, written and submitted its REPORT to your Urace since July
2026, that is, almost two months AZ0 0w,

We are entitled to be given 4 copy of the Report of the Visitation Team
submitted o vour Grace.

f'have the instruction of the Registered Trustees of the Diocese of Awlks
to formally request for 2 copy of the Report of the said Visitation Team Lo be
given 1o us to.enable us know the findings made by the Team,

Thank you, sir, and God bless and guide you. The grace of cur Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit: Galatians 6:18.

Yours faithfully, ...
e

gy
B
A

[N MW OROR, 5LAM.,
Chancellor, Diocese of Awla
(Anglican Comymunion)




of suspension, or removal, retirement or dismissal, from his
offices as Archbishop of the Province of the Niger and Bishop of
the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) or, howsoever, to
truncate or terminate or curtail or abridge the plaintiff’s vested
right stipulated in section 4 Canon X to remain in office as the
Bishop of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) until he
attains the constitutional retirement age of 70 (seventy) years,
stipulated in section 4 Canon X of the Constitution ands Canons
of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) pending the
hearing and determination of the substantive suit.

2. An order of interlocutory injunction restraining the defendants
by themselves and by any organ, or body or committee of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) and by any other
subordinate officers, priests, clergy, Bishops, workers, servants,
agents, privies, legal officers, or howsoever, from further
threatening to suspend, remove or retire the plaintiff from his
offices as Archbishop of the Province of the Niger and Bishop of
the Diocese of Awka (Anglican Communion) and from
interfering in the affairs of the Diocese of Awka (Anglican
Communion) for any purpose whatsoever without the prior
consent in writing of the plaintiff, or his successors in office,
after his retirement and the expiration of his tenure of office, and
without the prior consent of the Diocesan Board and Diocesan
Synod and the Registered Trustees of the Diocese of Awka
(Anglican Communion), pending the hearing and determination

of the substantive suit.
B. CONCISE STATEMENT OF THE FACTS

2.0 The salient facts giving rise to this application for mterlocutory
injunction filed by the applicant in this case have been stated in the
affidavit in support of the present motion on notice for
interlocutory injunction. The instant application for interlocutory
injunction is for the situation of real urgency inherent in the facts
deposed by the applicant in the affidavit in support of the
application to protect and preserve the vested rights of the

2




applicant from contravention or further violation by the
respondents.
C. ISSUE FOR DETERMINATION IN THIS APPLICATION
3.0 Whether it is just and proper to grant the application having regard
to the facts in the affidavit in support of the motion and relevant
principles of law?

D. ARGUMENT

4.0 Before your Lordship is a motion on notice filed on October 13,
2026. The prayers on the motion have been reproduced in
paragraph 1.0 above. The quo warranto for the application are:-

| ORDER 39 RULES 1(1), 2(2), 8, ORDER 40 RULES 1(1)(2), 3(1),
8 OF THE HIGH COURT (CIVIL PROCEDURE) RULES, 2019.

2. SECTION 6(6)(A) OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
FEDEERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERTA, 1999, AS AMENDED

4.1 The motion is supported by an affidavit containing 31 paragraphs
deposed by the applicant. The applicant rely on all the paragraphs
of the said affidavit as well as on all the exhibits exhibited

thereto, namely, Exhibits A to F.

4.2 There is no doubt that the court has the discretionary power to
grant an order of interlocutory injunction in deserving
circumstances or situations.

4.3 Speaking on the principles governing the grant of injunctions; the
Supreme Court of Nigeria (per his Lordship, ABUBAKAR, 1.5.C:,
delivering the lead judgment) in NOBLE DRILLING (NIGERIA)
LTD. V. NIGERIAN MARITIME ADMINISTRATION AND
SAFETY AGENCY & ANOR, (2026) 14 NW.L.R. (PT.2059) 1
said on page 86 para. A to C as follows:-

"It bears emphasising at the outset that an mjunction,
whether interim, interlocutory, or perpetual, is an equitable
remedy. It is neither mechanical nor automatic. The court
must be satisfied, upon proper legal foundation and factual

3



circumstance, that its intervention is necessary to protect an
established legal right. It is 2 maxim of equity that ubi jus,
ibi remedium, but it is equally a maxim that equity follows
the law and does not act in vain. Thus, where the
substantive right of a party has been ascertained by judicial
declaration, an order of injunction may be deployed to
prevent a violation of that right or to restrain a party from
persisting in an unlawful course of conduct. Consequential
orders, including perpetual injunctions, may be legitimately
issued to protect rights already declared by the court. See
Odofin v. Agu (1992) 3 NWLR (PT.229) 350.”

4.4 LEGAL RIGHT OF THE APPLICANT

It is a fundamental requirement to show legal right of the
applicant capable of being protected by an order of injunction
before the court will make the order. See the Supreme Court of
Nigeria decision in OBIDIEGWU ONYESOH V. NZE
CHRISTOPHER NNEBEDUM & 3 ORS. (1992) 3 N. W.L.R. (Pt.
222) 315, on page 336, paragraphs E to H (per his Lordship,
KARIBI-WHYTE, J.S.C., delivering the leading judgment):-

"The law is that an injunction can only be granted to support a
legal right. See Commissioner of Works (Benue State) v.
Devcon Ltd. (1988) 3 N-W.L.R. (Pt. 83) 407 and will be
refused where no prima facie case of a legal right to the matter
sought to be restrained has been established. See Ladunni v.
Kukoyi (1972) 3 S.C. 31; Egbe v. Onogun (1972) 1 Al NLR.

(Pt.1) 95."

In AKAPO V. HAKEEM-HABEEB (1992) 6 N. W.L.R. (Pt. 247) 266,
on pages 289 to 290, his Lordship, KARIBI-WHYTE, J.S.C., distilled

the principles upon which a court should decide whether or not an
order of injunction should be granted, and said:-
"It is fundamental principle for the grant of injunction that the

application will always be granted to support a legal right — see
Montgomerry v. Montgomerry (1965) P.46. Hence, the most
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important precondition of an applicant 1s to show that he has a
legal right which is threatened and ought to be protected. See
Ojukwu v. Governor of Lagos State (1986) 3 NWLR (Pt. 26)
39. It follows therefore that the court has no power to grant an
injunction where the applicant has not established a
recognisable legal right - see Gourlet v. Union of Post Office
Workers (1977) 3 All ER 70. It is well established that the
essence of the grant of injunction is to protect the existing legal
right of a person from unlawful invasion by another - Kotoye v.
C.B.N. (1989) 1 NWLR (Pt. 98) 419. It is for the protection of
a recognisable right. See Obeya Memorial Hospital v. A.G. for
Federation & Anor. (1987) 3 NWLR (Pt. 60) 325. Hence an
injunction can be granted though no pecuniary damage is
proved. See King v. Brown, Durant & Co. (1913) 2 Ch. 416. As
long as the act complained of will result in the infringing of the
applicant's rights, it is a proper case for intervention by the

grant of an injunction."

See also CHIEF ELIAS A. OKEKE-OBA & ANOR. V.
IKWUKA OKOYE (1994) 8 N. W.L.R. (Pr. 364) 605, on page 619,
paragraphs E to H; AZIETONMA IKE & 2 ORS. V. ILOABUEKE
UGBOAJA & 5 ORS. (1989) 2 NW.L.R. (PT. 103) (Reprint) 332, on
page 336, paragraph A. In the instant application, the applicant has
shown his legal rights in his depositions in paragraphs 2, 3, 7, 8, 9,
12,13,14,15,16,21,23,24,26,27 and 28 of his affidavit in support of the

motion,

4.5 APPLICANT'S LEGAT/FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS HAVE
BEEN SERIOUSLY THREATENED AND OUGHT TO BE

PROTECTED

In AKAPO V. HAKEEK-HABEEB, supra, on pages 289 to 290,
the Supreme Court held, inter alia, thus:-

"Hence, the most important precondition of an applicant is to
show that he has a legal right which is threatened and ought to

be protected,"




Also, the Court of Appeal in its decision in the case of REUBEN L
EZEBILO & ANOR. V. CHINWUBA (1997) 7 N. WL.R. (Pt.
511) 108 held that threat (in that case, a threatened trespass to
land) is enough to sustain an application for injunction. Delivering
the leading judgment in that case, his Lordship, TOBI, J.C.A, said,
on the principles for grant of interJocutory injunction (which is the
same in respect of interim injunction as far as threat to legal 1s

concerned) :-

"The legal right must be threatened or abused, This may arise
by a threat to or brutalization of the res which may result in
damage, destruction, or abuse of it. For purposes of granting
an application, the applicant need not show that the res was
physically attacked or assaulted. A threatened trespass, for
instance, in the case of land, is enough to sustain an
application. Once the application shows an actionable
wrong against the res an order of interlocutory injunction
will follow... it should be noted that the decision whether or
not to grant an interlocutory injunction has to be taken at a
time when, ex hypothesis, the existence of the right or the
violation of it or both is uncertain and will remain uncertain
until judgment is given in the action. See Obeya Memorial
Hospital v. Attorney-general of the federation, supra; Opara

v. Thejirika, supra,"

In the instant motion, the applicant has shown by his depositions
in paragraphs 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,18, 19, 20, 22, 23,
24, 25,26, 27 and 28 of his affidavit in support of the motion, that
his legal rights to fair hearing and to right to serve until he attains
the age of 70 (seventy) years and to the proper procedure to be
followed in the process of exercising disciplinary control over
him, etc have been violated and are further being seriously

threatened.
4.6 IRREPARABLE INJURY




It is the law that in an application for interlocutory or interim
injunction, the applicant must show that he would suffer
irreparable injury, if the injunction is refused and he succeeds at
the end of the trial. OBEYA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL V.
ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF THE FEDERATION (1987) 2
N.S.C.C. 961, on page 968; (1987) 3 N-W.L.R. (Pt. 60} 325.
REGISTERED TRUSTEES OF P.C.N. V. REGISTERED
TRUSTEES OF A.S.N. (2000) 5 N. W.L.R. (Pt. 657) 368, on
page 379. By irreparable injury is meant injury which 1s
substantial or injury which cannot be possibly repaired.
VICTORY MERCHANT BANK LTD. V. PELFACO LTD.
(1993) 9 N.W.L.R. (Pt. 317) 340, on pages 355. In the instant

case, the applicant has shown in paragraphs 2, 3,7, &, 9,
12,13,14,15,16,21,23,24,26,27, 28 and 29 of the affidavit in

support of the motion that he will suffer irreparable damage it the
respondents are not restrained from threatening or continuing to

threaten the fundamental and other rights of the applicant.
Matters should be kept in status quo ante bellum. See ADEWALE

BELLO CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD. & ANOR. V.
INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR WEST AFRICA LTD. (1991) 7

N. W.L.R. (Pt. 204) 498, on page 506, paragraphs F to G (per
ACHIKE, J.C.A.),

4.7 SUBSTANTIAL OR SERIQUS ISSUES TO BE TRIED AT
THE HEARING
It was held by the Court of Appeal in ADEBAYO ADEFARATI
V. GOVERNOR OF ONDO STATE & 8 ORS. (20006) 1

N.W.L.R. (Pt. 960) 145, on page 156, paragraphs G to H (per his
Lordship, AMAIZU, delivering the leading Ruling), thus:-

"What is required at this stage is not for the applicant to make
out a case as he would do on the merits, it being sufficient,
that he should establish that there is a substantial issue to be

tried at the hearing."




It was held in REGISTERED TRUSTEES OF P.C.N. V.
REGISTERED TRUSTEES OF A.S.N. (2000) 5 N. W.L.R. (Pt.
657) 368, on page 378, that the applicant is only required to show
that his case is not frivolous or vexatious and that there is a
serious question to be tried In OBEYA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
V. ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF THE FEDERATION (1987) 2
N.S.C.C. 961, on page 968; (1987) 3 N-W.L.R. (Pt. 60) 325, the

Supreme Court of Nigeria held thus;-

"Tt is not part of the court's function at this stage of the
litigation to try to resolve conflicts of evidence on affidavit
as to facts on which the claims of either party may
ultimately depend nor to decide difficult questions of law
which call for detailed argument and mature
considerations. These are matters to be dealt with at the

trial."

Looking at the facts stated in the affidavit in support of the
Originating Summons, the reliefs sought and the questions for
determination (of which this court is entitled to look at and take
cognizance of their contents on the authorities of section 122(m)
of the Evidence Act, 2011, CHIEF RAPHAEL ONWUKA'V.
LUKUMAN OWOLEWA (2001) 7 N.W.L.R. (Pt. 713} 695, on
page 714, paragraph H; HALSBURY'S LAWS OF ENGLAND
Vol. 16, 3rd Edition, page 335, paragraph 609; THE STATE V.
ADAIDU AKAA (200) 10 NNW.L.R. (Pt. 774) 157, on page 173,
paragraph F, and the facts contained in paragraphs 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,
12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27,and 28 of the
affidavit in support of the instant motion, it cannot be denied that
they raise substantial issues to be tried at the hearing of this case.

4.8 BALANCE OF CONVENIENCE

This simply require the court to ascertain if more justice will result
in granting the application than in refusing it. In the instant
application, ample affidavit evidence is available in paragraphs
7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27, and
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28 of the affidavit in support of the motion which convincingly
show that it is in the interest of justice to grant this application. It
will be oppressive, unfair, and unjust to allow the respondents to
arrest, detain, suspend or remove the applicant from his said
offices without following the proper procedure for exercising
disciplinary control over a Bishop and Archbishop.

4.9 UNDERTAKING AS TO DAMAGES

This was given in paragraph 30 of the applicant's affidavit in
support of the motion.

4,10 WHAT IS THE STATUS QUO TO BE MAINTAINED?

The status quo to be maintained is status quo ante bellum, that is,
the state of affairs that was in existence before the 1st defendant
acting in collaboration with the 2nd defendant threatened to
suspend and remove the applicant from his offices as Archbishop
of the Province of the Niger and Bishop of the Diocese of Awka
(Anglican Communion) without following the procedure for
exercising disciplinary control over him

4.11 In the light of the foregoing submissions, the sole issue for
determination, formulated above, should be resolved in the

affirmative. The application should be granted.

E. CONCLUSION

5.0 The applicant has satisfied all the principles of law governing the
grant of an application for interlocutory injunction. Your Lordship

is, respectfully, urged, to grant the application, as prayed.

May it please your Lordship.
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1. For filing in court
2. For Service on:

DEFENDANTS

Senior Counsel for plaintiff,

DR, 0.0. KOMOLAFE,

C.S. IKERIA, ESQ.,

‘ B.E.L. NWOFOR & CO.,

7)@? on e 21, Onne Road,
Mﬁq e G.R.A. Phase 2,
14 w226 Port Harcourt.
Rivers State.

08064343695

Whose address for service in Awka

Through the chambers of:

CHIEF OZOEMENA ONYALL
S.AN.,

No. 26, Dr. Okey Anueyiagu Road,
Off Old INEC Road,
Awka.

Anambra State.

Plot 942, Ibrahim Waziri Crescent,

Gudu District,
Apo, Abuja.
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