THE LE TITLONERS DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE
Y
L L LML

no: BR|LIDC | 1qy8| 2026
IN THE MATTER OF THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT 2004

JOHN AIKPOKPO-MARTINS ESQ. APPLICANT
AND ; :
HON. BENJAMIN OKEZIE KALU RESPONDENT

ORIGINATI APPLICATION

I, John Aikpokpo-Martins, of No. 106, Airport Road, Warri, Delta State apply that
Hon. Benjamin Okezie Kalu of the office of the Deputy Speaker, House of
Representatives, National Assembly, Abuja be required to answer to the
allegations contained in the Statement/Affidavit which accompanies this
Application and that such Order be made as the Honourable Committee shall think

right.

Dated this _/ @)' day of - lé‘é‘m 2026

JohnAikpokpo -Martins
No. 106, Airport Rd

Warri,
Delta State
omisessy@yahoQ.com
08023063841
FOR SERVICE ON:
Hon. Benjamin Okezie Kalu, :
Office of the Deputy Speaker, LEGAL PRACTITIONERS DISCIPLINARY
House of Representatives, COMMITTEE
National Assembly, RECEIVED
Abuja‘ Sign:COOIil! l"lll!lll'l.'llll
Date alal{ltlllllll.l..léﬂilll
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THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE

HOLDEN IN ABUJA ;

wo WL e iy e
IN THE MATTER OF THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT 2004

JOHN AIKPOKPO-MARTINS ESQ. APPLICANT
AND

HON. BENJAMIN OKEZIE KALU RESPONDENT

TAKE NOTICE that the Applicant proposes to rely upon thé Statement(s)/Affidavit
of Facts and accompanying documents on oath listed below, copies of which are
served herewith.

If you wish any person who has made one of these statements to be required to
attend the hearing as a witness you must, not less than 9 days before the date set
down for the hearing of the application, notify me and the Secretary to the
Committee to that effect. In the event of your failure to do so, the Committee may
accept the Statement/Affidavit in question in evidence without more.

LIST OF DOCUMENTS;

1. Affidavit of change of name of the Respondent
2. Council of Legal Education Registration form.
3. Coundil of Legal Education Certificate.

4. Call to Bar Certificate.

5. NYSC Service Certificate.

Date of statement Name of persons who made
the statement/Affidavit.

Ls John Aikpokpo-Martins
2, : Director General-National

Law School (to be subpoenaed)
3. Director General-National

! Youth fer\nce Corps (to be subpoenaed).
=
Dated this day of >~ 2026 A |

John Aikpokpo-Martins
No. 104, Alrport Rd

Warri,

Delta State
amisessy@yahoo.com
08023063841

FOR SERVICE ON:

Hon. Benjamin Okezie Kalu,
Office of the Deputy Speaker,
House of Representatives,
National Assembly, !
Abuja.
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The Chairman,
Legal Practitioners’ Priy

|

Supreme Court Complex,
Three Arms Zone,

Abuja, FCT,

My lord,

ETITION AGAI ME.._G.Q!J.EI..E.Q.‘
078630 _FO AVIN

PRACTITIONER gguTgAgx TO SECT IQN.._ULL_A,C__QE__LHE._LEQAL

PRACTITIONERS ACT AND SANCTIONABLE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF
SECTION 11(1)C THEREOF,

I, John Aikpokpo-Martins, a past 1% Vice President of the Nigerian Bar
Association and a past chairman of the Nigerian Bar Association Section on Public
Interest and Development Law (hereinafter simply referred to as the Petitioner)
write this petition against Benjamin Okezie Kalu (hereinafter simply referred to as
the Respondent) for acts which I honestly believe infracted the provisions of the
Legal Practitioners Act, and which the Honourable Legal Practitioners Disciplinary
Committee (the LPDC) has jurisdiction to investigate by virtue of Section 11(1)C of
the Legal Practitioners’ Act .

STATEMENT OF FACTS

1. The Respondent is a Nigerian with his name enrolled in the register of legal
practitioners in Nigeria kept in the custody of the Chief Registrar of the
Supreme Court of Nigeria. He was called to the Nigerian Bar on the 6/9/2011
and had his name enrolled on the 5/10/2011 on the Roll of Legal Practitioners
kept at the Supreme Court,

2. It is a matter of fact and law that it is a condition precedent that before any
person, including the Respondent can be called to the Nigerian Bar, such a
person must be of good character and repute.

3. It is also a matter of fact and the policy of the Nigerian Law School and the
Council of Legal Education, that a student of the Nigerian Law School who Is
admitted for tralning preparatory to be called to the Nigerlan Bar, Is prohibited
from participating in the Natlonal Youth Service within the same period that he
is a student of the Nigerian Law School,

4. It has come to my knowledge that tha Respondent was adimitted into the
Nigerian Law School and seconded to the Enugu campus on the 23/04/2010
under the name of Benjamin Okezlie Osislogu. His Law School Registration
number was EN/10/166, The Respondent later changed his name while still in
the faw school from Benjamin Okezle Osislogu to Benjamin Okezie Kalu, his
present name.

5. The Respondent concluded his studies at the Nlgeria Law School and was
issued with a certificate to that effect by the Council-of Legal Education on the
1/7/2011, He was called to the bar on the 6% of September, 2011 on the
strength of the sald certificate Issued by the Councll of Legal Education.

@ CamScanner
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10,

11,

12.

13.

14,

The Body of Renchers also issued him a Call to Bar Certificate dated the 6™ of

September, 2011 and caused his name to be put on Yhe Rell of lawyers kept at
the Supreme Courl on the »/10/72011,

. The Respandent by a solamn declaration made on the 23/04/2010 vide his

registration form at the Enugu campus of the Nigerlan Law School, represented
to the Nigerian Law School and declared thus “I, Benjamin Okezie Osisiogu
of 76 Factory, Road, Umuahia, Abla State hereby declare on my honour
that I am not and will not be engaged in any employment nor serve in
the National Youth Service Corps during the paeriod of my course at the
Nigerian Law School.”

. However, contrary to the solemn declaration otherwise dubiously made by the

Respondent, the Respondent was actually participating, and continuously
participated in the National Youth Service from the 9/03/2010 to the 8/3/2011
while supposedly being in the law schaol.

. Thus, by the 23/04/2010 when the Respondent made the solemn declaration

that he was not participating in the National Service, he was already
participating in the Natlonal Service since the 9/03/2010.

The Respondent concluded his service year and was issued a discharge
certificate by the National Youth Service Corps to confirm that the Respondent
not only participated in the Youth service, but that he CONTINOUSLY
participated in the serve year from the 9/3/2010 to 8/3/2010.

It is a fact and a matter of known policy that every student of the law school
must attain 70% attendance to be certified as having met and passed all the
requirements necessary to be called to the bar, and be issued a certificate of
completion of study/training by the Council of Legal Education. Without
meeting the said 70% attendance, a student cannot be certified to have met
the requirements to be called to the bar.

Again, it is a matter of statutory requirement by virtue of Section 2 (3) of the
National Youth Service Act that a Youth Corper must compulsorily participate in
youth service for a CONTINOUS period of 1 year without being involved in any
other endeavour, including attending the Nigerian Law School. For the
avoidance of doubt, the said section 2(3) provides that "a person liable to be
called upon to serve in the service corps shall serve for a continuous
period of one year as from the date specified in the call-up instrument
served upon him........"”

The Applicant believes that either the Respondent did not attend the Nigerian
Law School or did not meet the basic requirements of 70% attendance and all
the other requirements and qualifications, which are conditions precedent to be
qualified to be called to the bar and to have his name on the Roll of legal
practitioners in Nigeria, -

From the supporting documentary evidence In this petitian, It is obvious that
the Respondent did not meet the attendance and qualification requirements for
enrolment as a legal practitioner to have his name on the Roll of lawyers in
Nigeria.
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15.0ne the other hand, the Respondent intentional and willful breach of the

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

provisions of the NYSC Act, without due regard and respact for the rule of law
and which said breach are punishable with imprisonment cast doubt about the
Respondent’s fitness to be admitted to the Nigerian Bar as a Legal Practitioner
in the first instance.

Again, his false declaration on 23 April, 2010 to the Council of Legal
Education (Nigerian Law School) for the purpose of securing admission when
he had already commenced participation in the compulsory National Service on
9t March 2010 clearly shows a willful intention to deceive the Nigerian Law
School for the purpose of securing admission illegally and unlawfully and these
further questions his character as a fit and proper person to be called to the
Nigerian Bar and to be referred to as a Legal Practitioner.

It is also necessary to investigate whether his breach of Section 2(3) and by
implication, his liability under section 13(1)b of the NYSC Act, which provides
that “"any person who refuses to make himself available for service in
the service corps continuously for the period specified in subsection 2
of this section is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine
of N2000 or to imprisonment for a term of twelve months or both such
fine and imprisonment” qualifies him as a fit and proper person to be called
to the bar as a legal practitioner.

It is also necessarily” to investigate whether the Respondent who falsely
represented to the NYSC that he was not engaged in any other endeavor,
whereas he was by the records attending the Nigerian Law School and
therefore liable to section 13(3) which provides that “any person who fails
to comply with or who contravenes or causes or aids or abets another
to contravene any provision of this Act (.....)is guilty of an offence and
liable on conviction to a fine of N5000 or to imprisonment for a term of
three years or to both such fine and imprisonment” AND 13(4) which
provides that “any person who in giving any information for the
purposes of this Act knowingly or recklessly makes a statement which
is false......is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of
N5000 or to imprisonment for a term of three years or to both such
fine and imprisonment” is a fit a proper person to have been called to the
Bar.

It is also necessary to investigate whether he would have been admitted to the
Nigerian Law School and consequently called to the bar in 2011, if the Nigerian

Law School had been aware that the Respondent was engaged in National
Service at that time and that he made a false declaration on his registration
forms. - =i

Some of the supporting documents are attached hereto to this petition. The
petitioner shall at the hearing apply for subpoena to compel the Director
General of the Nigerian Law School and the Director General of the National
Youth Service Corps to tender the requisite documents before the Honourable
panel,
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I, hereby humbly petition the very distinguished committee to investigate the
Respondent and the allegations contain herein.

The petitioner shall rely all relevant documents at the hearing.

GROUNDS OF THE PETITION,

1. That the Respondent did not attend the Nigerian Law School, or did not meet
the admission requirement or did not meet the requisite qualifications to be
called to the Nigerian Bar.

2. That the Respondent having participated in National Service and willfully
declared to the Nigerian Law School that he was not participating in the
National Service at the time of gaining admission to the Nigerian Law School
engaged in conduct unbecoming and unexpected of a legal practitioner.

3. That the Respondent is fraudulently enrolled as a legal practitioner in Nigeria.
Accompanying and supporting this petition is an affidavit of fact sworn to by the
Applicant. : «

OUR PRAYER

We respectfully urge the Honourable Legal Practitioners’ Privileges Committee to
investigate these allegations and rnete out the sanction(s) that the Committee
may find appropriate in accordance with section 11(1)c of the Legal Practitioners
Act. ;

We hopefully look forward to your quick consideration of this Petition,

Yours respectfully,

\-15""3;55"!‘: Elilil»"}mi-'lv'.’w 63 5 /& /(
WBASS C

%%,  John Alkpokpo—-Martins Esq.

; );@ C/0., NO._106, Airport Road,
T2) eocowet W By Moms Civic Centre,

%jjz P s j’ :ﬂ. Warri, Delta State.

A J# 08023063841

T
2% | N, * .
”"5&3"’&@‘.' w(y " #  E-mail: omisessy@yahoo.com
e A
I‘;».“"'ﬂ\};{i E’,\%’(ﬁ &

e

Address for service:
On the Respondent;
08037373260,
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THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS: DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE
HOLDEN_IN ABUJA

No:

IN THE MATTER OF THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT 2004

JOHN AIKPOKPO-MARTINS ESQ. APPLICANT
AND

HON. BENJAMIN OKEZIE KALU RESPONDENT

AFFIDAVIT OF FACTS IN SUPPORT OF THE PETITION AGAINST BENJAMIN

OKEZIE KALU SCN: 078630.

I, John Aikpokpo-Martins, male, Christian, Nigerian, Legal Practitioner of No. 104,
Airport Road, Warri, Delta State, do hereby make oath and state as follows:

1. That I am a past 15t Vice President of the Nigerian Bar Association and past

Chairman, Nigerian Bar Association Section on Public Interest and Development
Law, a rule of l[aw and public interest advocate and the petitioner by virtue of
which I am very conversant with the facts of the petition.

. The Respondent is a Nigerian with his name enrolled in the Roll of legal
practitioners in Nigeria kept in the custody of the Chief Registrar of the
Supreme Court of Nigeria. He was called to the Nigerian Bar on the 6/9/2011
and had his name enrolled on the Roll of Legal Practitioner kept at the Supreme
Court on the 5/10/2011 with the enrolment number SCN:078630.

. It is a matter of fact and law that it is a condition precedent that before any
person, including the Respondent can be called to the ngerlan Bar, such a
person must be of good character and repute. e

. It is also a matter of fact and the policy of the Nigerian Law School and the
Council of Legal Education that a student of the Nigerian Law School who is
admitted to the Nigerian Law School for training preparatory to be called to the
Nigerian Bar, is prohibited from participating in the National Youth Service
within the same period that he is a student of the Nigerian Law School.

. It has come to my knowledge that the Respondent was admitted into the
Nigerian Law School and seconded to the Enugu campus on the 23/04/2010
under the name of Benjamin Okezie Osisiogu. His Law School Registration No.
was EN/10/166. The Respondent later changed his name while still in the law
school from Benjamin Okezie Osisiogu to Benjamin Okezie Kalu. Thus he
entered the Law School as BENJAMIN OKEZIE OSISIOGU but graduated and
was called to the bar as BENJAMIN OKEZIE KALU. Attached herewith and
marked as exhibit 1 is a certified true copy of the affidavit of change of
name.

. He supposedly concluded his studies at the Nigeria Law School and was issued
with a certificate to that effect by the Council of Legal Education on the
1/7/2011. He was called to the bar on the 6t of September, 2011 on the
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-

strenath of the said certificate fssued by the Councll of Legal Education. The
Bady of Beachers issued him a call to Rar Certificate dated the 6" of
September. 2000 and caused s name Lo be put on the Roll of Lawyers kept at
the Supreme Cowmt on the 5210/2011, Attached herewith and marked as
exhibits 2 and 3 rvespectively ara the copies of the Counclli of Legal
Education Certificate and the Call to Bar Certificate of the Respondent.

By a declasation made by the Respondent on the 23/04/2010 vide his
registration. form at the Enugu campus of the Nigerlan Law School, the
Respondent declared thus “I, Mr, Benjamin Okezie Osisiogu of 76 Factory,
Road, Umuahia, Abla State horeby declare on my honour that I am not
and will not be engaged in any employment nor serve in the National
Youth Service Corps during the period of my course at the Nigerian Law
Schoeol, "Attached herewith and marked as exhibit 4 is a certified true
copy of the said registration form, '

. However, contrary to the solemn declaration otherwise deceitfully made by the

Respondent, the Respondent was actually participating, and continuously
participated in the National Youth Service from the 9/03/2010 to the 8/3/2011
while supposedly being in the law school,

. Thus, by the 23/04/2010 when the Respondent made the solemn declaration

10,

11

12

-

14,

that he was not participating in the National Service, he was already
participating in the Natlonal Service since the 9/03/2010,

The Respoandent concluded his service year and was Issued a discharge
certificate No. AQ01773067 by the National Youth Service Corps to confirm that
the Respondent not only particlpated In the Youth service, but that he
CONTINQUSLY participated in the serve year from the 9/3/2010 to 8/3/2010.
Attached herewith and marked as exhibit 5 is a copy of the
Respondent's NYSC discharge certificate.

It 18 a fact and a matter of known policy that every student of the law school
must attain 70% attendance to be certified as having met and passed all the
requirements necessary to be called to the bar, and be issued a certificate of
completion of study/training by the Councll of Legal Education.

It 15 also a fact that the Respondent would not have been granted admission to
the Law School, If he had truthfully disclosed the fact that he was participating
in the compulsory National Servica, ‘

3. Again, it is a matter of statutory requirement by virtue of Section 2 (3) of the

National Youth Service Act that a participant in National Service must
compulsorlly participate In the service for a CONTINOUS period of 1 year
without being Involved in any other endeavor, which includes attending the
Nigerian Law Schoal,

for the avoldance of doubt, the said section 2(3) provides that “a person
tiable to be called upon to serve in the service corps shall serve for a
continuous period of one year as from the date specified in the call-up
Instrument served upon him.,,...."
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17.

18.

19,

20,

. The Petitioner believes that either the Respondent did not attend the Nigerian

Law School or did not meet the basic requirements of 70% attendance and all
the other requirements and qualifications, which are conditions precedent to be
qualified to be called to the bar and to have his name on the Poll of legal
practitioners In Nigeria,

. From the supporting documentary evidence in this petition, it is obvious that

the Respondent did not meet the qualification requirement to be admitted to
the Nigerian Law School in 2010 or meet the attendance and qualification
requirements for enrolment as a legal practitioner to have his name on the Roli
of lawyers in Nigeria.

One the other hand, the Respondent intentional willful breach of the provisions
of the NYSC Act, which breach(es) without due regard and respect for the rule
of taw and punishable with imprisonment cast doubt about his fithess to be
admitted to the Nigerian Bar as a Legal Practitioner in the first instance.

Again, his false declaration on 239 April, 2010 to the Nigerian Law School for
the purpose of securing admission when he had already commencad
participation in the National Service on 9" March 2010 clearly shows a wilifui
intention to deceive the Nigerian Law School for the purpose of securing
admission illegally and unlawfully and these further questions his character as a
fit and proper person to have been called to the Nigerian Bar and to be referred
to as a Legal Practitioner.

It is also necessary to investigate whether his breach of Section 2 (3) and by
implication, his liability under section 13(1)b of the NYSC Act, which provides
that “any person who refuses to make himself available for service in
the service corps continuously for the period specified in subsection 2
of this section is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine
of N2000 or to imprisonment. for a term of twelve months or both such
fine and imprisonment” qualifies him as a fit and proper person to have been
called to the bar as a legal practitioner,

It is also necessarily to investigate whether the Respondent who falsely
represented to the NYSC that he was not engaged in any other endeavour,
whereas he was by the records attended the Nigerian Law School within the
National Service period and therefore liable to section 13(3) which provides
that “any person who fails to comply with or who contravenes or
causes or aids or abets another to contravene any provision of this Act
{(.....)is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of N5000
or to imprisonment for a term of three years or to both such fine and
imprisonment” AND 13(4) which provides that “any persen whe in giving
any information for the purposes of this Act knowingly or recklessly
makes a statement which is false......is guilty of an offence and liable
on conviction to a fine of N5000 or to imprisonment for a term of three
years or to both such fine and imprisonment” is a fit a proper person to
have been called to the Bar,
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21. It is also necessary to investigate whether he would have been admitted to the

Nigerian Law School and consequently called to the bar in 2011, If the Nigerian
Law School had been aware that the Respondent was engaged in National

Service at that time and that he made a false declaration on his registration
forms.

22.That I shall at the hearing of the petition apply to subpoena the Director
General of the National Youth Service Corps and the Director General of the
Nigerian Law School for the official NYSC records inclusive of his call-up letter,
attendance at NYSC activities, payment of his allowances, discharge certificate
etc and the Nigerian Law School attendance register(s) at lectures and
prescribed dinners in proof of this petition should the-Respondent dispute the
facts deposed to herein.

23. That I make this affidavit in good faith éonscientiously believing same to be

true and correct and in accordance with the QOaths Act of the deeral Repubiic

of Nigeria. l‘,\‘

DEPONENT

Sworn to at the Registry of the
Legal Practitioners Disciplinary Committee
Abuja this __. day of ___ 2026

BEFORE ME

COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS DISCIPLINARY
COMMTTEE i
COMNISSIOMER FOR OATH
Sign:.......@.:.. 5

g;stg:.,,ﬂolf [:Loz_
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i THE HIGH COURT OF ABIA STATE

1N THE UMUAHIA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN 1N URMUAHIA

AFFIDAVIT OF CHANGE OF NAME

£ de
T

Sengammomxalu,ausuan rﬁgmmummofﬂo.?ﬁmmm

E ..haa, Abia State hereby swear 3s follows;

1.

.5

o

rhatlanmeabover\amedpasmt.

(1

ﬂ\.tlwshtostztethatmvnamewasd\an@dfrmnNas‘luUmunuaOkaﬁttoW
CszsaognBen;arrmokez:eandﬁnﬁxerdrangdto my current name Mir. Kalu,
Benjamin Okezie. TN t

Thzttiusbemmenecessarvsoﬁ:atlwﬂlmtbe ahenatedﬁun my hlclogtcal hmilv

That this affidavit is now required for record purposes especmﬂy my First
Leavhgwuﬁmcwhichwmmued mmyoldnamellmunnaokafe.

t

54 P

{
¥
i
i
i
i
]
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N
i
L
e.

matlnxakeﬁnsaﬁdzmbonaﬁdeandmammﬂancewnhthe Gath lawAﬁh St

Swom ta at the High Court
Of Abia Si:lte
This 1M | ' day ofjﬂwl 2011
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COUNCIL OF LEGAL EDUC /\fl TON

Nigerinn Law Schaul,

E (‘LH QU smnese (M U

AT e i S e o A

Registration Na & / {C / RS

a

REGISTRATION
SECTION A :
Oe1S oty AENTAmM A Oke2 (e

(Surname First)

UNWERS 7Y OF (8 {a6al
FE criney €0 ° ST
Residential Address duning School Session 7€ fmperney 2 L/’n%%h ,% ¢

State of Origin ADIA £ THTE :
: Yier Eengnsd Lo, B HGSamsze Vitgee GPrIE #5857

D (WRS) E2dE _ Chplyelte Eotpgn kALY

Namoe i full s N s s

Universiy attended for LL.B. Degree

Permanent Home Address

Nexw-of-kin (?) Name

S ' W e

{b)  Relaionship
/3’@’3,'2 BoArrkER HE G preral Mim 222

(C)  Home Address+ i
DL St C'CNJIC'. L taofaasso o o ’,7
reDicat  Orevl

Date commenced attendance at School (School's Resumption D*\le)

197 Af, Relo

(A} Has there been an allegation ot‘Exnminaj(on 3\alpmcticc against you during vour career

CERTIFED TRUE COPY

A /yc‘n‘..—/-ln ol )" i o
DECLARATION i b S

oWl Behipann] Qi (MOS0t Coarnnse e &
72 79V KRG, Yot G845 L35y o AP i)

&
o
/] 3 2

(D)  Place of work of Next- of - kin

(E) Position Heid by Next- of -kin

of
Hereby declare on my hommr thiat ] am not and will not be engaged in any tmploybem nor

serve in the Natjonal Youth Service Corps during the period of my course at the Nigerian Law
School. :

Signatere: — @W’W’m "’]"}ﬂ:\‘\. Date o 8”/) J.Cf; / J’ 6] (>

i .x)*:;?'):\:.i
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FOR QFFICE USE ONLY
1 Date refercnce received: Form B - Form B1
Z Date Admission confirmed " ’ -
: z

3 Date fees paid : |

(I)  Tuition (a) Amount N

(b) Amount S

(II)  Accommodation Amount N

(I} Dinner Amount N

(1V)  Examination (a) _‘Barl'arll(ﬂ' applicable)

(B)  BarPartll
(V)" Others

Date Examination was Passed (1) Pan] (ifapplicable)

(i) Part 11
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