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THE CHAIRMAN,

ABIA STATE JUDICIAL SERVICE COMMISSION (1.5.C),
UMUAHIA, . X
ABIA STATE. . &r
Throu:,

THE SECRETARY,

ABIA STATE JUDICIAL SERVICE COMMISSION (J.5. C]
UMUAHIA.

Your Lordship,

RE: THE CONTEMPTOLS SHORTLISTING OF CANDIDATES FOR THE
APPOINTMENT OF HIGH COURT-JUDGES AND CUSTOMARY COURT OF
APPEAL JUDGES OF ABIA STATE BY ABIA STATE JUDICIAL SERVICE
COMMISSION (1.5.C) AND YOUR LETTER DATED 12™ MARCH, 2025
WITH REF.JSC/S,83/11/176 ADDRESS TO ALL THE CHAIRMEN,
NIGERIA BAR ASSOCIATION DURING THE ¢ ENDENCY OF SUIT NO:
FHC/UM/CS/82/2024 AT THE FEDERAL HIGE COURT UMUAHIA, IN
DISPARAGE TO -THE. PENDING JUDICIAL PROCESS OF COURT,
DISREGARD OF APPLICATION OF 11S PENDIS, BREACH OF
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E PROCESS OF AP
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n@m the 2072 shortlisted candidates for appointment of
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validity of the 2024 process of appn'mtmem of Judges of Abia State,
amounts to resort to SELF HELP, Flagrant disregard to the due process
of Law, Breach of the Rule of Law, Mockery of the Judicial process and
contempt of the Judicial Proceedings of a Court of Law.

(2) That all the Chairmen, Nigeria Bar Association Branches of Abia Staté
to whom your letter dated 12" March 2025 was addressed O are
parties to pending suit NO. F!‘h‘L'J."U'I'\*'I,*‘(‘.‘.5,"2’(1215&r and by the dictates

of the Rule of Law and application of the doctring of Lis Pendis, the
parties o the pending suit including the Chairmen are all dIEBHD'u'IEd by
Law from taking any step Or commenting on the propriety of otherwise
of the suitability ¢ f the shortlisted candidates made durind pendency
of litigation OVEl the 2024 process of appointment of Judges of Abia
State in suit NU:FHCJUMICSIBEIZUI‘l at the Federal H gh Courl
Umuahia

(3) That the shortlisting O the candidates | amedin your aforesald letter
dated 12" March 025 with Ref. J C}’S.E?n!l'l;’l?ﬁ by the ADIS
State Judicial Servic Commission wasinot nly made in 3 matter Sub-

Jjudice but after the corvice on YyOuk, and @ the parties to TE

Nﬂ:FHCfUMfCS 182/2024 Q! panding Motion for Interlocutory

Injunction restralriig and tne Abia State Juulit al Service L SSIC
'_: :::"_- Trom « yntin :-'.:_'_'; 8l il'-\lr_T] .I"'.I.'\-_-i'..lu_: a '|-r- 1 ;"!'|..' _*‘_.':-':_ - Hha _:
Appointment f Judges of jADia gtate during U pendency of tThe S
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That having regard to the operation of the Rule of Law, LIS
r_‘fei..’l'_-%L'n:r‘tfu'. and contempltious £ the Judicial pr cesses Of e Cour
for you tO take the 1aw intoyour hands by resorting to self-help OVET
the subject matter of suit NB:FHCJUM)‘CSISZI 2024 pending at the
Federal High Court Umuahia by going ahead to shorthst names Of
Cﬂﬂd1datﬂ§ far ij!r]['IL]i'.‘|'|';'1"|l‘1'1 as Judages chown in yOul letter dated 12
March, 2025.

(A copy of your letter dated 12" March, 2025 with Ref.
JSCIS.BSMUI‘.’E is attached herewith as Annexure 1)

(5) That the doctrine Of Lis Pendis Negales and disallows any
purported validity to the chortlisted list of candidates and any transfer
of any rights or interests to the chortlisted candidates in the process of

appointment of Judges of Abid State during pendency Of litigation

challenging the validity of the 2024 process Of appointment of Abia




- (6) That by the subsisting Policy of the National Judicial Council
(N.J.C), the 2024 process of appointment is already put on hold by
reason of the pendency of suit NO:FHC/UM/CS/82/2024 in
which National Judicial Counsel (N.J.C), is a party thereto, and as such
the purported names of the shortlisted candidates made pende-lite
cannot be countenanced during the litigation and even after the
litigation.

(7) That the above legal positions which lend credence to'the aforesaid
National Judicial Council (N.J.C) policy and vield-fanthevinvalidity
of the shortlisted candidates and any comments Of their suitability
made during pending litigation are well spell out.in the decisions
of the appellate Court and Apex Court respectively in the Cases of;

i Abiodun .V. C.J. Kwara State (2007) 18 NWLR (PT. 1065) 109 at
Pgs. 115-118.

and
ii. INEC .V. Youth Party (2023) 7 NWLR(PT. 1833) 249 at 260-263

THEREFORE, TAKE NOTICE that we shall not hesitate
committal proceedings for contempt of,Colst’ against ail the members of U
Abia State Judicial Service Commissiof, andfor any of the parties to | ling suit

NO: FHC/UM/CS/82/2024 for the abov

erld'l_ll anty further contemptuaus steps kel Jer t suDe( gl OF ZUL
process of appointment of Jdddes of Abia State while Sub-Judice and Lis-

Pendis. _

"0.0. NKUME ESQ,, p (=
FOR: NKUME, NKUME & ASSOCIATES,

cc: o
1. The Chairman, National Judicial Council (N.J.C), Abuja. G Y,
2. The Honourable President, Customary Court of Appeal Umuahia.
. The Honourable Attorney General Abia State. v .

4. The President, Nigeria Bar Association (NBA).
5. The Chairman, NBA, Aba Branch. J-b‘ «
6. The Chairman, NBA, Umuahia Branch.. G \
7. The Chairman, NBA, Isiala Ngwa Branch. HAME !
4 ok UMURHL
8. The Chairman, NBA, Ukwa Branch. ‘
9. The Chairman, NBA, Ohafia Branch.
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