ADVOCACY FOR BAR
LICENCE FREEDOM (ABLIF)

C/O Democrats Solicitors, Suite D89/115, 3rd Floor, Area 11 Mall, Garki - Abuja, Nigeria
Email: ablifforjustice@gmail.com|
Tel:
National Convener: +234 8168 292 549,
National Secretary: +234 7068 535 201
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7t July, 2025

The President,

Nigerian Bar Association (NBA),
NBA National Secretariat,

Plot 1101, Cadastral Zone A00,
Central Business District,

Abuja, Nigeria.

Attention: Mazi Afam Osigwe, SAN.

RE: FORMAL OBJECTIONS TO THE MANDATORY CPD POLICY UNDER THE MCPD
RULES 2025 AND ABLIF’S ULTIMATUM FOR ITS IMMEDIATE REVIEW AND
SUSPENSION

We write on behalf of the Advocacy for Bar Licence Freedom (ABLIF), a broad-based coalition of
Nigerian legal practitioners committed to promoting fairness, legality, and access within the legal

profession.

We begin by expressing our sincere appreciation for your recent virtual presence on our WhatsApp
platform and your continued engagement with members of the Bar across all cadres. Your
responsiveness is commendable and in line with your promise of a transparent, progressive, and

inclusive Bar leadership.

However, we are constrained to formally register our strong opposition to the recent NBA directive
under the MCPD Rules 2025, which seeks to make the acquisition of a minimum of five (5)

CPD/CLE credit hours a mandatory precondition for:

- Issuance of the 2026 Practising Certificate;

- Access to NBA Stamps and Seals;
- The right of audience before courts or tribunals;

- Drafting and filing of legal documents.

This directive, though well-intentioned, is deeply problematic on multiple legal, constitutional,
economic, and logistical grounds. We summarize our objections as follows:
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I. Legal Overreach

The Legal Practitioners Act (LPA), which governs the practice of law in Nigeria, does not empower
the NBA to impose CPD requirements as a precondition for issuance of the practising certificate. That
function lies solely with the Chief Registrar of the Supreme Court, and any contrary enforcement

stands on legally shaky ground.

IL. Violation of Lawyers’ Rights

Making CPD credit hours a condition precedent - to -practice infringes upon:

- Section 36(1) of the 1999 Constitution (as amended), which guarantees the right to a fair hearing;
- Section 17(3), which secures the right to work and earn a livelihood without discrimination.

It is unconstitutional, discriminatory, and a direct affront to the rights of duly called and enrolled

legal practitioners.

III. Economic and Logistical Hardship

While CPD programmes are portrayed as widely available and low-cost, the actual experience of many
and less-connected colleagues—tells a different story:

lawyers—especially junior, rural,
to over NL15 million;

- Fees for CPD programmes range from 30,000
- Virtual sessions are often overcrowded or inaccessible due to limited slots or poor connectivity;

- Physical attendance is impractical in many areas due to the absence of NBA structures, poor

infrastructure, or security concerns.

To penalise lawyers for circumstances beyond their control is inequitable and exclusionary.

“ IV. Questionable Implementation

The decision to deny practising certificates or court access based on MCPD compliance is not only
punitive but potentially unlawful, as the MCPD Rules 2025 are not legislation and cannot override

existing laws or constitutionally guaranteed rights.

V. Our Humble Demands

We respectfully, but firmly request the following reliefs:

1. Immediate suspension of the CPD-as-prerequisite-for-practising-certificate policy;
2. Constitution of a broad-based committee to review the legality, implementation, and sustainability
of the MCPD framework, with inputs from lawyers across all spectrums;
3. A return to LPA-compliant procedures for issuing practising certificates—based strictly on

payment of the prescribed annual fees;
4. Retention of CPD as a voluntary professional development tool, not a mandatory licence

condition;
5. Provision of free or fully subsidised CPD programmes, accessible to all lawyers regardless of

location;
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6. Adoption of a phased, inclusive and consultative approach to implementing far-reaching reforms.

VI. Ultimatum and Further Action
We strongly urge the NBA, under your leadership, to act within five (5) working days of receipt of

this letter to:

- Publicly suspend the implementation of the MCPD policy as a prerequisite for practice;
- Commence stakeholder dialogue towards a fair and lawful resolution.

Failing which, ABLIF and its partners shall be left with no alternative but to pursue all lawful
remedies to protect our professional rights and constitutional freedoms, including but not limited
to litigation, public interest advocacy, petitions to oversight bodies, and engagement with

domestic and international stakeholders.

Let the record show that we approached your office in good faith, believing in your integrity and
vision. We hope you will respond in kind—with wisdom, courage, and justice.

Thank you for your attention.

Yours faithfully,

Amb. Hameed Ajibola Jimoh, Esq.
(National Convener, ABLIF),

Christabel Zoe Ayuk, Esq.,
(National Secretary, ABLIF),

For and on behalf of:
ADVOCACY FOR BAR LICENCE FREEDOM (ABLIF)

Kindly find below, some of the names of comrades who are in support of this Advocacy all across

the Federation of Nigeria.

Names of Comrades for Advocacy for Bar Licence Freedom:

1. Amb. Hameed Ajibola Jimoh, Esq., (FCT-Abuja.).
2. Abdulazeez T. Ahmed, Esq., (FCT-Abuja).

3. Nnaemeka Elias Duhu, (FCT- Abuja).

4. Oluwatosin Olumide Esq., (Lagos).

5. Onyeka T. Obiagu Esq., (Enugu, Enugu State).

6. Ifeanyichukwu John. ESQ., Lagos.

7. Abubakar Kasandubu Abdullateef, (Ilorin, Kwara State).

8. Jocy I. Eze ESQ., (Enugu State).
9. Clement Chukwuemeka, (FCT-ABUJA).
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
18
20.
21.
22,
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29,
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

38

30.

. Clive Eyimearelu Otaigbe Esq.,(FCT-ABUJA).
Faruku Muhammad,(Birnin Kebbi).
Chukwuebuka Ibeh Esq., (Enugu).

Emmanuel Ejim Esq., (Kaduna).

Abubakar Muhammad, (Birnin-Kebbi).

Olawale Esther Olayinka, (Lagos).

Abdulkadir Yusuf, Esq., (Kwara).

Joseph A. Adewumi Esq., (Ikeja).

Usman Muhammed Lawal Esq.,(FCT-Abuja).
Ajide Olayemi, Esq.,(Ado-EKkiti).

Amb. Otuu Esther Esq.,(Enugu State).

Jonah Gwatana Esq., (kogi state).

Suleiman Musa Esq., (Yobe State).

Friday O. Ogwo, (Kogi State).

Dahiru Abdullahi Esq., (Adamawa State).
Emmanuel Ugbede Musa Esq., (Kogi State).
Ibrahim H. Gurin Esq., (Yola Branch).

M. B. Abdullahi Ribadu, (Yola Branch).

A.Y. Zubairu, (Gwagwalada Branch).

ADEOYE NAJEEM, (LAGOS Branch).

Hussaini Ali Hussaini Esq.,(Damaturu Yobe state).
Abayomi Ayooluwa Dorcas, (Esq.).

Linda Emosirame Asekhauno Esq., (Bwari Branch Abuja).

A. O. IBRAHIM ESQ., ILORIN BRANCH, ILORIN, KWARA STATE.
Benedicta Oko Lawrence Esq., Ikeja Branch, Lagos State.

Muhammad Saleh Dukas Esq. Biu Branch.
S. O Akporido from Gombe Branch.

Umar Musa Dan-Borgu from Abuja branch.

. GBEDI GODDAY OMOSEHIN ESQ,
SULAYMAN SOLIHU-DADDY-ABU-MUJAHID-  (ESQ).,

UDU BRANCH, DELTA STATE.
Steward NBA,

GWAGWALADA BRANCH, ABUJA.
40. ANNE UMUDE, IKEJA BRANCH, LAGOS STATE.

41.
42,
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51

52
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M.D Alebura Esq., Keffi Branch, Nasarawa State.

A. B. Eleja Esq.,(Ilorin, Kwara State).

GREMA MOHAMMED Esq., (BORNO).

Agbaje Yusuf Tunde Esq., (Ibadan, Oyo State).
Benjamin C. Ogbamgba Esq, (Bwari Bar).

Christabel Zoe Ayuk Esq., (FCT-ABUJA; UNITY BAR).
Ademola Folarin Esq.,(ABUJA-FCT).

Elegbede Morenikeji Johnson Esq., (Osogbo, Osun State).
Adewale S. Oseni Esq., Ilorin Branch, Kwara State.
Zubair Ismaheel Imran Esq., Ilorin Bar. Kwara State.
Josiah Phanuel Ebenezer, (Abuja).

. Sharafadeen Mohammad Esq., Maiduguri Branch.



53. Ganiyu Olatubosun, Smith Esq., Ikeja Branch.

54. Haji Mohammed Esq., Gombe.
55. Victor Ikechukwu, Badagry Branch, (Heritage Bar), Lagos.

56. Josphine Esther oladeji Esq., (Ibadan Oyo State).
57. Babatunde Oluwaseun Amoo, (Ibadan Bar).

58. A. A. AMOSA ESQ., ILORIN, KWARA STATE.

59. Dr. Sadiku Andrew Ohifemen Esq., (Gombe branch).

60. B. C. OBILOR ESQ., (AKURE BRANCH).

61. Abdulgafar Murtala, Kano State.

62. Ayo Obe, Lagos Branch.

63. S. S. Mohammed Esq., Ilorin, Kwara State.

64. Oluwaseun Alaofin, (Ikeja).

65. Major Aburime O. Ben (rtd), (Tkeja).

66. Adebayo W. Omotosho, (Ikeja Branch, Lagos State).
67.S. S. EBONG ESQ., Uyo Akwa Ibom state.

68. Richard F. Olusegun, Gwagwalada Branch.

69. A. D Bukola Esq.,(Akure branch).

70. MARVEL AKPOGHENE ODIEDI, NBA Bwari Branch.
71. Eyitayo Ogunnubi Esq., (Ikeja branch).

72. Sa'eed M. Tukur Esq., Gombe state.

73.N. I. ADIL, Kano Bar.

74. A. S. Isa, Esq., Bauchi State.

75. Emmanuel Olaniyi Adedeji Esq., (Ilorin Bar, Kwara State.
76. O. A. Olatunji Esq., Abuja, FCT.

77. A. U. Muhammad Esq., Garki Branch FCT, abuja.

78. Haji Mohammed Esq., (Gombe State).

79. BISI ADEDAYO JACOB ESQ., ILORIN BRANCH, KWARA STATE.
80. Aliyu B. Aliyu (Birnin Kebbi Branch).

81. Chioma Beatrice Ohaekelem Esq., NBA Ikeja Branch.
82. M. Ailokpede Esq., NBA Auchi Branch.

83. Femi Dodo, NBA Ikeja Branch.

84. Ahmed Abiodun Muhammed-Mikaaeel, Ilorin Branch.
85. Murja Amadi kurfi, Abuja branch.

86. Rahmatu Adamu, (Bwari Branch).

87. Chinecherem Ibe Esq., Afikpo (Rock Bar), Ebonyi State.
88. Dr. Orji U. Okpara, (Bwari Branch).

89. Edward Omotola Egieyeh Esq., Ikeja Branch.

90. Oladoyin Adizat Moronike Esq.,(Fct Abuja).

91. QUEENDALINE ODINKEMMA EWO, (Enugu).

92. AIMIYEKAGBON NORMAN.IL ESQ, ENUGU STATE.
93. Kingsley T. Ogodo, Abakaliki Ebonyi state.

94. F. E. Jomani Esq. Igarra Branch.

95. Stephen Ziri, Ikeja branch.

96. Margaret Aruya, Ikeja branch.
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97. James O. Nwanja Esq.,(Ebonyi State).

98. Muhammed Salisu Shehu Esq., NBA Bauchi Branch.
99. Ainabebholo Bethel Oseikhuemen, Benin Branch (The Lion Bar), Edo State.

100
101

102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112,
113,
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122,
123.
124,
125.
126.
127.
128.
129,
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
133.
136.
137.

138
139
140
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. Bashir Grema Esq Maiduguri
. Mayowa Adewale Esq

Victor Ariavie Esq

Ndamzi Ekwulo Esq.

Chief Sir. J.M. Okoronkwo
Muhammad Nasiru Esq.

A. Mohammed Esq.

Muideen Bello Adeyemi Esq.,
Ajayi Ann Ada

S. A. Suleiman

F. M. Isong Esq

Safiya Shehu Ahmed Esq

Dr. Daud Momodu

Zainab Adamu Buba Esq.
Abba Mahmud Salisu Esq.,
Olasunkanmi Fasule Esq
Akubo Matthew Esq Ida Branch,
Beida Onize Abigail,

Gabriel Ogwuche Esq.,
Fatima Olawunmi Raji Esq
Tosin Babatunde Esq,
Ufuoma Edna Olili-Uhrorho,
A. L Bello Esq.,

Muritala Saheed Olawale Esq,
Shitta Shehu Ahmed Esq
Mariam Erakhoba Ilavbare,
James O. Nwanja Esq.,
Hayioye, Godson A. Esq.,

Y. U. Yunusa Esq.,

E. O. Inenevwo Esq.,
Adebayo Yahaya Folorunsho Esq,
Peyemi Rodiat Yusuf Esq.,

M. O. A. OGUNSHOLA,
Gbenizibe Amachree Esq.,

M. I. Umar Esq.,

A. S. ADOMALI Esq.,

Timothy Tersugh Ahua Esq,
Lateef Abdulsalam Esq,

. Joseph Olumudi Esq,

.S. H. Yawale Esq.,
. Chigozie E. AFORGWU,

(AN AR

(Eti osa Branch)
(Ikeja Branch)
(PortHarcourt).
Abakaliki Bar
(Birnin Kebbi)
(Gombe).
ILORIN).

Ikeja branch
Esq.(Unity Bar)
(Unity Bar)
Abuja

(Auchi Bar Edo)
(Yola)

Kano Branch.
IKEJA BRANCH.
Kogi state.
Abuja.

Ikeja Branch.
Ikeja Branch
Ikeja branch.
(Udi Delta State)
Maiduguri
Osogbo Branch.
Ilorin, Branch.
Benin Branch.
Ebonyi Salt Bar).
Igarra, Edo State.
Garki, Branch.
Ieme Ambp,(Delta State).

Ilorin Branch.

(Ikeja Branch).

Yenagoa Branch.
Gwagwalada Branch, FCT
Maiduguri Bar

FCT,

Ikeja Branch.

Ikeja Branch.

Damaturu Branch.

Ikeja Branch.



141. Yakubu Muhammed Acheje Esq
142. ARINZE OBIDOZIE Esq,

143. Phillip Olaoluwa Afolyan Esq
144. M..C. Ojimba Esq

145. Teri Wellington Esq

146.Iliyasu Ibrahim Etsukolo Esq
147. B. T. Akeredolu Esq,

148. Ibrahim Shuaib Esq,

149. Oluwatosin Adesioye Esq.,

150. Opeyemi Rodiat Yusuf Esq.,
151. Dan'umma Umar Esq,

152. Simeon Igbonoba Esq.,

153. Saka Abubakar Eletu Esq,

154. Matthew Torsaa Esq

155. Adigwe Euchairia Chidinma Esq,
156. A.B.SULEIMAN Esq,

157. Ismail Muhammad Na'Allah Esq
158. Kawu Kasuwa Bawa, Esq.

159. P. M. Lasco, Esq

160. M. A. Garba Esq.,

161. A. O. Akinwale Esq

162. T.T. Adedigba, Esq

163. Denkemefa Godfrey Esq

164. Zakari Zeenat Esq

165. Haruna Suleiman Esq

166. Okoya Akeem Adegoke Esq

167. Adigwe Euchairia Chidinma Esq
168. Sama’ila Umar Esq

169. E. I. ISIWELE Esq.

170. Olusegun Ibrahim Akanni Esq

171. Sadiya Laura Abubabakar Maful Esq
172. Kolawole Adegboyegae Osinnowo Esq

173. Ogundele Damilola Adekunle Esq
174. Usman Muhammed Esq

175. Festus A. Adeboyeku Esq,

176. Nnamdi C. Nwaonumabh,

177. Sanusi Umar Mayana Esq,

178. Imhakhu Agiokhai Mike Esq.
179. Precious Ugochi Nwaneri Esq.,

180. Olowoopejo Ahmed Babatunde Esq

ONITSHA,
Ondo Branch
Akure Branch
Ikeja Bar
Nyanya Karu Bar
Ikeja Bar

Ilorin Branch
(Lagos Branch)
Ilorin Branch.
Unity Bar
(Bwari Branch).
Kano Branch
Unity Bar.
(Lagos).
UNITY BAR
(Ilorin Branch)
Jalingo Branch
(Gusau Branch
(Damaturu Bar)
(Badagry Bar)
(Ikeja Branch)
Badagry Bar
(ITlorin Bar)
Unity Bar
(Badagry Bar)
(Lagos Branch)
(Katsina Bar)
Ekpoma Bar
Lagos Branch
(Jos Branch)
(Ikeja Branch)
(Ilorin Branch)
(Lokoja Bar).
Lagos Branch.
(ENUGU BAR).
Gusau Branch.
Auchi Branch
(Degema, Rivers).

181. OKECHUKWU OBINYERE OGBUEHI Esgq.

182. Pascal Unichi Esq (Unity Bar)
183. Apalara Abiodun Ibraheem Esq,
184. Waliu Olaitan Wahab Esq
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185. A. Sunday Michael Esq.,

(Akure Branch)

186. Muhammed Usman, (Gombe Bar)
187. Maigari Abubakar Alhaji, Abuja (Unity branch).
188. Nachi Uwa Okoro Esq., Abakaliki Branch.
189. Ernest Isiwele, Esq., Ekpoma Branch.
199. Maduka Okoli Esq., (Ikeja).

Abuja.

200. Nana Aisha, Esq. Muhammad,

CC:
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15.
16.

17;
18.
19,
20.
21.

22,
23,

24.
25.

26

President of the Senate, (National Assembly), Federal Republic of Nigeria, FCT-Abuja.
Speaker of the House of Representatives, (National Assembly), Federal Republic of
Nigeria, FCT-Abuja.
Chief Justice of Nigeria (CJN), Supreme Court of Nigeria, FCT, Abuja.
Chief Registrar, Supreme Court of Nigeria, FCT-Abuja.
President, Court of Appeal of Nigeria, FCT-Abuja.
Attorney-General of the Federation (AGF) and Minister of Justice/Chairman, General
Council of the Bar, Federal Ministry of Justice, FCT-Abuja.
Minister, Federal Capital Territory, FCT-Abuja.
The Chief Judge, - Federal High Court of Nigeria, FCT-Abuja.
The Chief Judge, High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.
- President of the National Industrial Court of Nigeria, FCT-Abuja.

- Secretary, Body of Benchers, FCT-Abuja.
- Inspector-General of Police (IGP), Federal Republic of Nigeria, FCT-Abuja.

- Commissioner of Police, FCT-Abuja.
Director, State Security Services (SSS, also known as D.S.S.), Federal Republic of Nigeria,

FCT-Abuja.
Chief of Army Staff, Federal Republic of Nigeria, FCT-Abuja.
Director-General, National Intelligence Agency (NIA), Federal Republic of Nigeria, FCT-

Abuja.

US Embassy, FCT-Abuja.

UK High Commission, Abuja, FCT-Abuja.
United Arab Emirates Embassy, FCT-Abuja.

Amnesty International Nigeria, FCT-Abuja.
Mr. Julius Sello Malema, MP, Member of Parliament of the National Assembly of South

Africa.
Executive Vice Chairman/Chief Executive Officer, Federal Competition and Consumer

Protection Commission (FCCPC), FCT-Abuja.
President, International Bar Association (IBA).
President, Pan-African Lawyers Union (PALU).

President, Law Society of England and Wales.
. Chairman, Legal Practitioners Disciplinary Committee (LPDC).
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