
Extraordinary 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 
Official Gazette 

No. 175 Lagos -6th December, 2016 

Government Notice No. I 60 

The following is published as Supplement to this Gazelle: 

5. l No. Short Title 

17 Court of Appeal Rules, 2016 

Printed and Published by The Federal Government Printer. Lagos, Nigeria 
FGP 127/122016/650 

Vol. 103 

Page 

8463-554 

Annual Subscription from 1st .January. 2016 is Local: N25.000.00 Overseas: N37.500.00 [Surface Mail] 
~" ·.:'UO.OO [Second Class Air Mail]. Present issue NUOO.OO per copy. Stibscribers 11ho 1rish to obtain Ga:e11e after 
,: ;.~:~uar1· should apply to the federal Government Printer. Lagos lor amended Subscriptions. 



COURT OF APPEAL RULES, 2016 · 

ARRAI\"GEYIENT OF RULES 

Rule: 

ORDER I-GENERAL RULE 

I. Shoti Title. 

2. Repeal. 

3. Conflict with State Laws or Rules. 
4. Forms. 
5. Interpretations. 

ORDER 2-SERV!CE 

I. Personal Service for Notice of Appeal. 
2. Service ofNotice on Pmiies mentioned. 
3. Notice of Appeal and Address for Service. 
4. Respondent's Notice of Address for Service. 
5. Address for Service. 
6. Endorsement of Address for Service. 
7. Directions as to Service of Notice of Appeal. 

8. Directions as to Service of Respondent's Notice of AppeaL 
9. Effect of Direction as to Service. 

10. Mode of Service. 
1 i. Change of Address of Party. 
12. Notification of Change of Address. 
l3. Address of Legal Practitioner. 
! 4. Ex-officio Service. 

l5 . .Service in accordance with State Laws. 
16. Service outside jurisdiction. 

ORDER )-REGISTRARS, REGISTRIES AND SESSIONS 

Chief Registrar. 
- Other Registrars. 
_: -Seal of the Court. 

.! Po\vers of the Chief Registrar. 
~ Books to be kept by Registrar. 
- Files for Documents. 

- Setting aside or varying Order of Registrar. 
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8. Registries and Filing of Processes. 
9. Homs of opening ofRegistry. 

1 0. Sessions. 
11. Publication ofCause List. 
12. Reservation of days for judgment. 
13. Notification of Sittings. 
14. Adjournment. 

ORDER 4-PowERs OF THE CouRT 

1. General. 
2. Further Evidence. 
3. Inference of fact. 
4. Powers not limited by Notice of Appeal. 
5. Powers not limited by Interlocutory Order. 
6. Powers to make Order of Injunction. 
7. Impounded Documents, 
8. Inspection of impounded Document. 
9. Powers of the Colllt as to New Trial. 

I 0. When an Appeal is deemed to have been entered. 
II. Control of Proceedings during Pendency of Appeal. 

ORDER 5-REFERENCES AS TO Co~STITUTION AND RESERVED PorNT oF LAw 

I. Stating a Case (Forms I and 2). 
2. Signature of Case Stated. 
3. Contents of Case Stated. 
4. Right of Audience. 

ORDER 6-APPLICATIONS TO COURT 

I. Forms of Applications (Form 4). 
2. Application for Leave. 
3. Application refused in Lower Court, Time to Fi I e. 
4. Applications, where first made. 
5. Filing ofNotice of Appeal after leave. 
6. Extension of time for timely application. 
7. Requirement of application for leave (Form 5). 
8. Time to Argue Motion. 

· 9. Enlargement of Time. 
10. Appeal when brought. 

PART 2-CIVIL APPEALS 

ORDER 7-NOTICE AND GROUNDS OF CIVIL APPEALS 

1. Applications. 
2. Contents and requirements of Notice of Appeal (Form 3). 
3. Vague Grounds. 



4. Grounds outside notice. 
5. Colllt not restricted by grounds. 
6. Striking out ofNotice. 
7. Endorsement as to Fees. 
S. Amendment ofNotice of Appeal. 

ORDER 8-COMP!LATION AND TRANS.\1/SS!ON OF RECORDS 

1. Compilation by the Registrar. 
~ Suinmons to settle Records (Form 6). 
, Settlement of Records . 

..! Mandatory compilation by Appellant. 
5. Service of Record on Respondent. 
6. Respondent's additional Record. 
- Contents of Record of Appeal. 
S. Exclusion of irrelevant Records. 
9. Certification of Records. 

: J. (I) Transmission of Records( Form 8). 
(2) Notice of transmission of Record. 
(3) Certificate of Service of Record of Appeal (Form 7). 

1 L Deposit against costs. 
· ~ Additional deposit against costs. 
-- Production ofDocun1entary Exhibits. 
' ' Production ofNon-Documentary Exhibits. 
'' Registrar's directive where exhibit not produced. 
· 6. Directives of the Registrar in respect of exhibits . 
. . Custody of Exhibits. 

· S Failure to compile and transmit Record (Form 9). 
: -?. Respondent's Notice after dismissal. 

Restoration of appeal. 

ORDER 9-RESPONDENT's NoTICE OF CoNTENTION 

Respondent's Notice to vary judgment (Form 1 OA). 
- Respondent's Notice to affirm judgment (Form 1 08). 
. Respondent's Notice limited by grounds . 
.:: Time within which to file Respondent's Notice. 

Copies of Respondent's Notice. 

Powers of Court not restricted by Absence of Notice. 
- Amendment of Respondent's Notice. 

ORDER I Q.c_NOTICE OF PRELIMINARY 0f3.1ECTION 

FilingofPreliminaryObjection (Form II). 
- '.~.:mers exempted fi·om Objection. 
- Effect ofNon-Compliance. 

-------------·-·· 
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ORDER 11-WtTHDRAWAL OF APPEAL 

I. Unilateral Withdrawal of Appeal (Form 12). 

2. Withdrawal of Appeal by consent (Form 13). 
3. ·Effect of Withdrawal by consent. 
4. Effect of Withdrawal without consent. 
5. Appeal withdrawn deemed dismissed. 
6. Appeal by Respondent after Appellant's appeal is withdrawn. 

ORDER 12-FEES 

1. Schedule of fees. 
2. Exemption from fees for government. 
3. Exemption from fees for poor persons. 

ORDER 13-PROCEEDINGS BY PERSONS WITHOUT MEANS 

I. Application for leave. 
2. Conditions for leave. 
3. Effect of leave. 
4. Review of leave. 
5. Costs in proceedings by persons without mea.ns. 

ORDER I 4-SERVICE OF RECORD OF APPEAL TO THE SUPREME COURT 

I. Duties of Registrar in respect of service. 
2. Manner of Service. 
3. Notice of compilation. 
4. (I) Certificate of Service of Record to Appellant (Form I 4A). 

(2) Cet1ificate of Service of Record to Respondent (Form 148). 

ORDER IS-DEATH OF PARTY TO AN APPEAL 

1. Duty of Counsel. 
2. Addition or Substitution of party. 
3. Po vier of Court to strike out Appeal. 

ORDER 16-COURT OF APPEAL MEDIATION PROGRAMME 

I. Eligibility and Request for Altemative Dispute Resolution(Form IS). 

2. Contents of Request. 
3. Adjournment of Appeal. 
4. Outcome of Proceeding. 
'5. Time not to run for Filing Briefs during Appeal Mediatioti Programme. 
6. Costs of Fees of Alternative Dispute Mechanism. 

ORDER 1 7-CRIMINAL APPEAL 

I. Appeals to which Order applies. 
2. Application not specifically provided for. 
3. Notice of appeal or application for leave to appeal or application for 

extension oftime, amendments thereto and Criminal Forms. 



.. 

4. Notice of Appeal, etc. who should Sign. 
5. Application for extension of time (Criminal Form 7). 
6. Notice of Application for leave to appeal (Criminal Form 6). 
7. Forwarding of Proceedings of court below to Registrar. 
8. Fees. 

9. Record in Criminal Appeals fi·om below in Original Jurisdiction. 
I 0. Record in Criminal Appeals fi·om the court below in its Appellate 

Jurisdiction. 

ll. Report of the Judge of the Court ofTriaf. 

12. Furnishing Judge ofCou1t of trial with materials for report. 
13. Bail. 
14. Fines. 

i 5. Va1ying Order of Restitution of Property. 
! 6. Non-suspension of Order of Restitution. 
: 7. Non-issuance of Certificate of Conviction. 
18. Notice of Abandonment of Appeal. 
19. Withdrawal ofNotice of Abandonment. 
20. Attendance of witness before the Court. 
: l. Proceeding on Reference. 
22. 

Notification of final determination of Appeal (Criminal Forms 18, I 9,20 
or 21). 

\'otification of Results of Appeal to Court below. 
Return ofOriginal Deposition, etc. 

' Enforcement of Orders. 

::~ Service of Record of Appeal to the Supreme Court. 
Transmission of Record to the Supreme Court. 

~DER 18-PART TV-APPEALS FROM COURTS MARTIAL AND TRmUNALS 

~<otice of Appeal and other Notices. 
- Signing of Notice of Appeal and other Notices. 
_ \Vhen Appeal is Brought. 
~ Applications for Extension ofTime . 
.;; Certificate of Conviction: When Registrar not to issue. 
. Re--::ord of Appeal. 
- Fees. 

S. Bail, Fines and Restitution. 
9. Fines. 

',-, Restitution .. 

Abandonment of Appeal. 
·"' Procedure after Determination of Appeal. 
-'· Service of Record of Appeal. 

· ..;. Savings and Transitional Provisions . 
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ORDER 19-BRIEFS or- ARGUMENT 

1. Application. 
2. Filing of Appellant's Brief. 
3. Forms and Contents of a Brief. 
4. Filing of Respondent's Brief. 
5. Filing of reply Briefs. 
6. Joint and several Briefs. 
7. Cross Appeal or Respondent's Notice. 
8. Number and Service of Documents. 
9. Oral Arguments. 

10. Consequences of failure to file Briefs. 
II. Power of Court to accelerate hearing in exceptional circumstances. 

ORDER 20-JUDGME:-JT 

1. Delivery of Judgment. 
2. Notice to counsel of reserved judgment. 
3. Enrolment of Judgment. 
4. Review of Judgment. 
5. Enforcement of Judgment. 
6. Execution of Judgment by court below (Form 16). 

7. Costs. 
8. Notification of Judgment. 
9. Final Disposal of Exhibits, Documents, etc. 

I 0. Interlocutory Judgment not to prejudice Appeal. 
11. Power of Court to give any Judgment and make Order. 

ORDER 21-MISCELLANEOUS 

1. Records of Appeal from Customary Court of Appeal or Sharia Court 

of Appeal. 
2. Departure from Rules. 
J. Waiver of non-compliance. 
4. List of Law Reports, Textbooks, dt. 

5. Application to strike out, etc. 
6. Rules ofCourtAclvisory Committee. 
7. Practice Direction. 
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COURT OF APPEAL RULES, 2016 

[ 1 S/ Day of Decem bel; 20 16] Commence­

In exercise of the powers conferred upon me by Section 248 of the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as amended) and by virtue of all powers enabling 
me in that behalf, I, ZAI.'i.-\11 AD.-\.\Jl' BL-LKACIIl\I"A, (Crl!) President, Court of Appeal, 
hereby make the following Rules-

PART I 

0RDE I-GENERAL 

ment. 

1. These Rules may be cited as the Court of Appeal Rules, 2016 and Short Title. 
shall come into force on the 1st day of December, 2016. 

2. The Court of Appeal Rules, 20 II is hereby repealed. 

3. The practice and procedure of the Court shall be as prescribed by 
these Rules notwithstanding any written law or rule of practice to the contrary 
obtaining in any of the States. 

4. The forms setout in the First and Second Schedules to these Rules, or 
forms as near thereto as circumstances permit, shall be used in all cases to 
which such forms are applicable. 

Repenl. 

Conflict 
11·irh State 
Lmror 
Rules. 

Forms. 

5. Tn these Rules, unless it is otherwise expressly provided or· required lnte1prermions. by the context-

"The Act" means the Court of Appeal Act; 
"ADR" means Alternative Dispute Resolution; 

"Appeal" means the filing of notice of appeal, and includes an application 
for /eave to appeal; 

"Appe/lam" means any person who appeals fi·om a decision ofthe court 
below and includes a Legal Practitioner representing such a person in thnt 
behalf; 

"Cause" includes any action, suit or other proceedings between an 
Appellant and a Respondent or any App/ icnnt nnd a Respondent; 

''Chief Registrar" means the Chief Registmr of the Court ; 
"CA~fP" means the Court of Appeal Mediation Programme; 
"The Commitlee" means the Rules of Court Advisory Committee 

estab/isl1ed under these Rules; 

"The Constitution" means the Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria; 

"The Court" means the Court of Appeal ; 

"court below" or "lower court" means any Court, Genera/ Court Martial 
or Tribuna/ fi·om which appeal is brought; 



(; 
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Personal 
service of 
notice of 
appeaL 

-- ~ --,'·. 

"Electronic devices" includes, flash drives, compact disks, media card 
or such similar devices used in the typing, or production of the record of 
appeal; 

"Justice" means Justice of the Collli of Appeal including the President; 
"Legal representative" means a person admitted to practise in the 

Supreme Co uti who has been retained by or assigned to a party to represent 
him in the proceedings before the Court; 

"Non-Contentious motion" means a motion against which the 
Respondent has filed a notice of intention not to contest; 

"President" means the President of the Court ; 
"Presiding Justice" means any Justice of the Court duly designated by 

the President to take charge of a Judicial Division ofthe Court; 
"Recorcf' means the aggregate of papers relating to an appeal including 

the pleadings, proceedings, evidence and judgments proper to be laid before 
the Court on the hearing of the appeal ; 

"registrar" or "registrar of the court be/all'" means the registrar or 
other administrative staff(anyhow so called) of the court below; 

"Registrar" means the Ch iefRegistrar, Deputy Chief Registrar. Assistant 
Chief Registrar, Principal Registrar, Senior Registrar, Registrar of the Court 
or any other officer of the Court by whatever title called exercising functions 
analogous to those of a Registrar of the Court; 

"Respondent" in a civi I appeal means, any party (other than the Appellant) 
directly affected by the appeal; and in a criminal appeal means the person 
who undertakes the defence of the judgment appealed against and includes 
a legal practitioner representing such a person in the proceedings before 
the Court; 

"Rules" means these Rules or any amendment thereto or any other 
additional Rules made under the Constitution of the Federal Republic of 

~Nigeria, and include the Fees and Forms as contained in the Schedules to 
these Rules ; 

"Supreme Court" means the Supreme Court of Nigeria. 

ORDER 2-SERVICE 

1.-(o) Every Notice of Appeal shall, subject to the provisions of 
Order 2 Rules 7, 8 and 9, be served personally; Provided that if the Court 
is satisfied that the notice of appeal has in fact been communicated to the 
Respondent, no objection to the hearing of the appeal shall lie on the ground 
that the notice of appeal was not served personally. 

(b) Except as may be otherwise provided in these Rules or in any other 
written law, it shall not be mandatory for notices, orders, summonses, warrants 
or other processes of the Court to be served personally. 



2. The registry of the couJ1 below shall, after the notice of appeal has 
been filed, cause to be served a true copy thereof upon each of the parties 
mentioned in the notice of appeal but it shall not be necessary to serve any 
party not directly affected : 

Provided that the Cou11may, of its own motion, or on the application of any 
person claiming to be affected, direct notice to be served on all or any pa11ies 
ro the action or other proceeding or upon any person not a pai·ty and in the 
meantime may postpone or adjourn the hearing ofthe appeal upon such terms 
as may be just and make such order(s) as might have been made if the persons 
served without notice had been originally parties to the appeal. 

3. Where in any proceeding in the court below a party has given an 
address for service, notice of appeal from any decision made under such 
proceeding may be served on such party at such address for service, and 
notice of any application preparatory or incidental to any such appeal, may be 
served in like manner at any time before the date on which the Respondent 
gives notice of his address for service in accordance with the immediately 
foJJowing Rule. . 

4.-(l) Every person who by virtue of service on him of a notice·of 
appeal becomes a Respondent to any appeal or intended appeal shall with in 
thirty days after service on him of the notice of appeal file twenty copies with 
the registrar of the cou11 below notice of a full and sufficient address for 
service in such number of copies as the said registrar shaJJ require. The registrar 
of the court below shall forthwith send a copy of the notice of address to the 
Registrar and shaJJ cause a copy thereof to be served on the Appellant. 

' 
(2) Such notice may be signed by the Respondent or his legal 

representative. 

(3) If any Respondent fails or omits to file such noticeof addl'ess"ror 
service it shall not be necessary to serve on him any other proc~ed ing in the 
appea I or any notice of hearing thereof. 

5. Any .reference in these Rules to an address for service means a 
physical or postal address within the Federal Republic ofNigeria or an electronic 
mail address or a facsimile number or telephone number or any other mode of 
communication as may become available to where notices and other processes, 
which are not required to be served personally, may be left or sent or posted 
or transmitted. 
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Service of 
Notice on 
Parties 
mentioned. 

Notice of 
Appeal and 
Address of 
Service. 

Respondent's 
Notice of 
Address for 
Service. 

Address of 
Service. 

6. Where under these Rules, any notice or other process is required to 
have an address for service endorsed on it; it shall not be deemed to have 
been properly filed unless such address has been endorsed on it. 

Endorsement 
of Address 
of Service. 
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Directions as 
to Service of 
Notice of 
Appeal. 

Directions as 
to service of 
Respondent's 
Notice. 

Effect of 
direction as 
to Service. 

Mode of 
Service. 

Change of 
Address of 
Party. 

Notification 
of Change of 
Address. 

Address of 
Legal 
Practitioner. 

7. The Court may in any case direct that the notice of appeal be serve~ 
on any party to the proceedings in the cou1t below on whom it has not bee 
served, or on any person not party to those proceedings. 

8. In any case in which the Court directs that the notice of appeal sha. 
be served on any party or person, the Court may also direct that an:­
Respondent's notice shall be served on him. 

9. The Court may in any appeal where it gives a direction under Rules 
12 and 13 ofthis Order-

(a) postpone or adjourn hearing of the appeal for such period and or; 
such terms as may be just ; and 

(b) give such judgment and make such order on the appeal as might 
have been given or made if the persons served in pursuance of the direction 
had originally been parties. 

10. Where under these Rules any person has given an address for service, 
any notice or other process, which is not required to be served personally, 
shall be sufficiently served upon him if: 

(a) left at that address, or 

(b) serit by registered post to that address and in which case if the date 
of service by post is material, Section 26 of the Interpretation Act shall 
apply, or 

(c) transmitted by electronic means to the electronic mail address or 
facsimile number or ,telephone number or any other mode of electronic 
communication. 

11. Any party to an appeal or intended appeal may change his address 
for service at any time, by filing and serving on all other parties to the appeal 
or int~nded appeal, notice of such change. 

12. Any person desiring to change his address for service shall notify 
the Registrar and shall also communicate the new address to all other parties 
to the appeal. 

13. Where any person has given the address of a Legal Practitioner as 
his address for service and the Legal Practitioner is not, or has ceased to be 
instructed by him for the purpose of the proceedings concerned, it shall be the 
duty of the Legal Practitioner to inform the Registrar as soon as may be 
practicable that he is not or no longer authorised to accept service on behalf 
of such person, and if he omits to do so he may be ordered to personally pay 
any costs occasioned thereby. 



14. Where a Minister or Commissioner, or the Attorney-General, or 
the Director of Public Prosecutions, or any other public officer of the 
Federal Republic ofNigeria or of a State thereof is a party ex-officio or as 
representing the Federal or a State Government, as the case may be, in 
any proceedings in the Court, whether civil or criminal, any notice or other 
document may be served on him by leaving it at or by sending it by 
registered post to his chambers or office and service in this manner shall 
be as effective as if it were personal service. 

15. Where any document is required by these Rules to be served 
personally, it shall be sufficiently served if it is served in the manner prescribed 
by law for the personal service of a writ of summons issued by the High court 
having jurisdiction in the State in which service is to be effected and if it 
appears to the Court that for any reason personal service cannot be 
conveniently effected, the Court shall have the same power as that High com1 
to direct that service be effected in some other way. 

16.-( I) Where any person out of the jurisdiction of the Court is a 
necessary or proper party to an appeal before the Cout1 and it is necessary to 
serve him with the notice of appeal or other document relating to the appeal, 
the Court may allow service ofthe notice of appeal or such other document 
out of the jurisdiction. 

(2) Every application for an order for leave to serve a notice of appeal or 
other document on a person out of the jurisdiction shall be supported by affidavit 
or otherwise showing in what place or country such a person is or probably 
may be found, and the grounds upon which the application is made. 

(3) Any order granting leave to effect service out of the jurisdiction shall 
prescribe the mode of service, and shall limit a time within which such party 
may acknowledge such a service, such a time to depend on the place or 
country where or within which the notice or document is to be served, and, the 
Court may receive an affidavit or statutory declaration of such service having 
been~ effected as prima facie evidence thereef. 

ORDER 3-REGISTRARS, REGISTRIES AND SESSIONS 

B 473 

Ex-Otlicio 
Service. 

Service in 
accordance 
with State 

Service 
outside 
Jurisdiction. 

l. The Chief Registrar shatl have the custody of the records of the Chief 
Court and shall exercise such other functions as are assigned to him by these Registrar. 

Rules and by such dfrectiens as the President may give from time to time. 

2. The President may assign, and the Chief Registrar may, with the Other 
approval o.fthe President, delegate to the Deputy Chief Registrar or to any Registrars. 

Regtstrarofthe Cout1 any function required by these Rules to be exercised by 
the Chief Registrar. 



B 474 
Seal of the 
Court. 

Po\\·ers of 
the Chief 
Registrar. 

Books to be 
kept by 
Registrar. 

Files of 
Documents. 

Setting aside 
or varying 
Orders of 
Registrar. 

Registries 
and Filing of 
Process. 

3. The Seal of the Court shall be kept in the custody of the Presiden~ 
who may entrust same or a duplicate thereof to such officers of the Court a~ 
he may think fit. 

4. Except as may be otherwise provided in the Constitution, or in an:· 
other enactment, the Chief Registrar shall have powers and duties as art 
given him by these Rules or such further powers and duties as the Presiden: 
may direct. 

5.-(1) The Registrar shall keep­

(a) A Criminal Appeal Book ; 

(b) A Civil Appeal Book ; 

each of which shall contain an index in alphabetical order. 

(2) The following particulars shall be entered in the Criminal Appeal anc 
the Civil Appeal Books-

(a) The number of the appeal or application ; 

(b) The names of the Appellant or Applicant and the Respondent ; 

(c) The Court fi·om which the appeal is brought; 

(d) The date and place of hearing of the Appeal ; 

(e) The names of Counsel; 

(f) The subject matter of the Appeal or application; 

(g) The judgment of the Co.uti ; 

(h) Any subsequent proceedings and remarks. 

6. As soon as notice of appeal is delivered the Registrar shall prepare a 
file in which documents relating to the appeal shall be filed, and on the front 
page thereof shall be recorded particulars of such documents, date and time 
on which they are received. 

7. Any person aggrieved by anything done by the Registrar may 
apply to the Court to have the act or order complained of set·aside or 
varied and the Court may give such directions or make such order thereon 
as the CoUJi thinks fit Such applications shall be made by notice of motion 
suppotied by affidavit setting out the complaint, the ground for the complaint 
and the relief sought. 

8.-(1) The Registry of each Judicial Division of the Couti shall be 
situate in a town within the Judicial Division of the Cowi to be established. 

(2) Except when otherwise expressly provided, all documents and 
proceedings shall be filed in the appropriate Registry; Provided that whilst 
the Court is sitting in any Judicial Division or other place of session any 
documents or proceedings in connection with a matter to be dealt with at 
such Division or other place of session may be filed with the Registrar of 
the Court at such a place. 
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(3) A document may be filed in the appropriate Registry of the Court 
or such other place of session either by being delivered there by the party 
or his legal representative or agent in person or by registered· post or by 
electronic means. 

9. The Registries of the Court shall, subject to the directions of the 
President, be open to the pub! ic everyday in the year from eight o' clock in the 
forenoon to two o' clock in the afternoon, except on Saturdays and Sundays 
or on any day declared a public holiday under any written law. 
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Hours of 
Opening of 
Registry. 

10. Sessions of the Court may be convened and constituted, and the Sessions. 

time, venue and forum for all sessions and for hearing interlocutory applications 
shall be settled in accordance with general or specific directions to be given 
by the President. 

11. The Registrar may post up every Friday a weekly cause list, which 
s-hall set out the arrangement of fixture of causes for hearing on each day 
during the following week ; Provided that not more than 25 causes may be 
t1xed for hearing each day. 

12. The Presiding Justice of a Division of the Court may direct that a 
.:e:1ain day of the week be reserved in the weekly cause list for rulings and 
.ia:igments. 

13. The sittings ofthe Court and the matters to be disposed of at such 
s~ings shall be advertised and notified in such manner as the President may 
.:i~t: Provided that the Court may in its discretion hear any appeal and deal 
•i:h any other matter whether or not the same has been advertised. 

1-t. The Court may, at any time on application or of its own motion, 
ll:.:j-wurn any proceedings pending before it from time to time and from 
~:-.oce to place. 

ORDER 4-POWERS OF THE COURT 

Publication 
of Cause 
List. 

Reservation 
of days for 
Judgment. 

Notitic8tion 
of Sittings. 

Adjourn­
ments. 

1. !n relation to an appeal, th:eComi shall have a.! I the powers and duties General. 

JS l-".t."'rlffidment andotherwise of the cou1t below, including without prejudice 
l...'"' ~generality of the foregoing words, in civil matters, the powers ofthe 
Hr?~ Court in civil matters to refer any question or issue offact arising on the 
..FCJ.:e!] for rrial before or inquiry and report.by, an pfficial or special referee. 
h re'-.!!ion to a reference made to an official or special referee, anything, 
;¥.<u:::. .:an be required or authorise,d to be done by, to or before the court 
~:.·~- shall be done by, to, or before the Court. 

1- The Court shall have power to receive fu1ther evidence on questions Further 

ri fa.< either by oral examination in Court, by affidavit, or by deposition taken Evidence. 

-:e::~ ~--,Examiner or Commissioner as the Court may direct, but, in the case 
:·: 1;~ :t.;,xaf from a judgment after trial or hearing of any cause or matter on 
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Inference of 
Fact. 

Powers not 
limited by 
Notice of 
Appeal. 

PO\rers not 
limited by 
Interlocutory 
Order. 

Powers to 
make Order 
of 
Injunction, 

fmpounded 
Documents. 

Inspection 
of 
Impounded 
Docu111ents, 

Powers of 
the Coun as 
to new Trial. 

the merits, no such further evidence (other than evidence as to matters which 
have occurred after the date of the trial or hearing) shall be admitted except 
on special grounds. 

3. The Coun shall have power to draw inferences of fact and to give 
any judgment and make any order, which ought to have been given or made, 
and to make such furth~r or other order(s) as the case may require, including 
any order as to Costs. 

4. The powers ofthe Court under the foregoing provisions of this Rule 
may be exercised notwithstanding that no notice of appeal or Respondent's 
·notice has been given in respect of any particular part of the decision of the 
court below, or by any particular party to the proceedings in that court, or that 
any ground for allowing the appeal or for affirming or varying the decision of 
tfiat court is not specified in such a notice; and the Cowt may make any order, 
on such terms as the Court thinks just, to ensure the determination of the 
merits ofthe real question in controversy between the parties. 

5. The powers 6ft lie Court in respect of an appeal shall not be- restricted 
by reason of any interlocutory order from which there has been no appeal. 

6. The Court shall have power to make orders by way of injunctions 
or the appointment of a Receiver or Manager, and such other necessary 
orders for the protection of property or person, pending the determination 
of an appeal to it even though no application for such an order was made 
in the court below. 

7. Documents impounded by order of the Court shall not be delivered 
out of the custody of the Court, except in compliance with an order of the 
Court; Provided that where the Attorney-General of the Federation or of a 
State or the Director of Public Prosecutions of the Federation or of a State 
makes a written request in that behalf, documents so impounded may be 
delivered into his custody. 

8. Documents impounded by order of the Court, while in the custody of 
the Court, shalf not be inspected except by a person authorised to do so by an 
order of the Court. 

9.~ f) On the hearing of any appeat, the Court may, if it thinks fit, make 
any such order(s) as could be made in pursuance of an application for a new 
trial or to-setaside a verdi-ct, fmding orjudg.ment of the court below. 

(2} The Court shall not be bound to ord-er a new trial on the ground of 
misdirection, or oftt1e improper admission or rejection of evidence, unless in 
the opinion oft he Court some substantial wrong or miscarriage of justice has 
been thereby occasioned. 
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(3) A new trial may be ordered on any question without interfering with 
the finding or decision on any other question; and if it appears to the Court that 
any such wrong or miscarriage of justice as is mentioned in sub-rule (2) of this 
Rule affects pa11 only of the matter in controversy or one or some only of the 
parties, the Cou11 may order a new trial as to the party only, or as to that party 
or those pmties only, and give final judgment as to the remainder. 

( 4) In any case where the Cowt has power to order a new trial on the 
ground that damages awarded by the COU11 below are excessive Or inadequate, 
the Court may in lieu of ordering a new trial-

( a) substitute for the sum awarded by the court below such sum as 
appears to the Court to be proper ; 

(b) reduce or increase the sum awarded by the court below by such 
amount as appears to the Cowt to be proper in respect of any distinct head 
of damages erroneously included or excluded from the sum so awarded. 
But except as aforesaid, the Court shall not have power to reduce or increase 
the damages awarded by the cou11 below. 

(5) A new trial shall not be ordered by reason of the ruling of any Judge 
of the coutt below that a document is sufficiently stamped or does not require 
to be stamped. 

10. An appeal shall be deemed to have been entered in the Court when 
the Record of Proceedings in the coutt below has been received in the Registry 
of the Court within the time prescribed by the Rules. 

11. After an appeal has been entered and until it has been finally disposed 
of, the Court shalt be seised ofthe whole of the proceedings as between the 
parties thereto. Except as may be otherwise provided in these Rules, every 
application therein shall be made to the Court and not to the court below. 

ORDER 5-REFERENCES AS TO CONSTITUTION AND RESERVED POINTS OF LAW 

I. When a lowe.r(:ourt refers any question as to the interpretation of the 
Constitution under the relevant provisions of the Constitution, or reserves any 
question of law for the consideration of the Court in accordance with any 
""rirten law, the lower court referring or reserving the question of law, as the 
.;::ase may be, shall state a case in Form I or 2 in the First Schedule to these 
Rule-s, whichever may be appropriate, and the registrar of the lower coutt 
sh.!.ll forward ten copies directly to the Registrar. 

1.-{a) When the lower court making an application consists of three or 
. ~ve Judges, the case shall be stated on behalf of the lower court by a majority 
:::1{ r.'":vse Judges . 
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(b) Where a question is referred or reserved by the lower court, th:: 
question shall be signed by all or by a majority of the Judges of the lower cou1-: 
referring or reserving the question. 

Contents of 3.-(a) A case stated under this Order shall bed ivided into paragraphs. 
Case Stated. contents of which as near as may be, shall be confined to distinct pottions of 

the subject case stated whether facts, point of law or document and ever) 
paragraph shall be numbered serially. 

Right of 
Audience. 

(b) It shall state such of the findings of fact as are necessary to explain 
the question on which the decision of the Court is sought except where in a 
criminal matter, the question is whether there is any evidence to suppott any 
decision, or whether the evidence for the prosecution disclosed a case for the 
accused person to answer, it shall not contain a statement of the evidence. 

(c) Tt shall also state the contentions of the patties, the opinion or decision 
(if any) of the court stating the case and the questions of law for the 
determination of the Court. 

(d) Tn cases to which section 243A of the Criminal Procedure Act (or 
similar provision in any State law) app.lies, the case shall state whether the 
hearing has been adjourned or the verdict has been postponed or sentence has 
been passed and whether the person acqtsed or convicted has been committed 
to prison or admitted to bail. 

4.-(1) Subject to the provisions ofth is Rule, the following persons shall 
be entitled as of right to appear in person or by a legal practitioner at the 
hearing of any case stated under this Order-

(a) the parties to the proceedings in which the question of law arose; 

(b) in any case s~ated involving a substantial question of law as to the 
va) idity of any law enacted by the National Assembly, the Attorney-General 
of the Federation ; and 

(c) where the case involves the validity or constitutionality of a Jaw 
within the competence of a State, the Attorney-General of the particular 
State where the law is or purport to be in force. 

(2) The following persons may by leave of the Court, appear in· person 
or by a Legal Practitioner at the hearing of any case stated on the reference 
to the Court of any question as to the interpretation ofthe Constitution or any 
section of the Constitution pertaining to a State as the case may be-

(a) where he is not entitled to appear as of right under su b-ru Je (!) (b) of 
this Rule, the Attorney-General of the Federation; and 

(b) the Attorney-General of the State. 



(3) The Registrar shall forward to the Attorney-General of the Federation 
or of a State, as the case may be, a copy of any case stated to which this Rule 
applies. Any other person who is entitled as of right to appear, and any person 
who may appear by leave of the Court, may obtain a copy of the case stated 
from the Registrar of the lower court on payment of such fee as may be 
prescribed. 

ORDER 6-APPLICATIONS To CouRT 

1. Every application to the Court shall be by notice of motion supported 
by affidavit and shall state the·Rule under which it is brought and the ground 
for the rei ief sought. 

2. Any application to the Court for leave to appeal (other than an 
application made after the expiration of the time for appealing) shall be by 
notice of motion, which shall be served on the party or parties, affected. 

3. Where an application has been refused by the court below, an 
application for a similar purpose may be made to the Court with in fifteen days 
after the date of the refusal. 

4. Wherever under these Rules an application may be made either to the 
cow1 below or to the Court it shall not be made in the first instance to the 
Court exceptwhere there are special circumstances, which make it impossible 
or impracticable to apply to the court below. 

5. Where leave to appeal is granted by the Court or by the court below, 
the Appellant shall file a notice of appeal within the time prescribed by the 
Court ofAppeal Act. 

6. Where an application for leave to appeal from a decision of the court 
below has been brought within the time prescrib~d by the· Court of Appeal Act 
but has not been heard within that period, the Court, if satisfied that there has 
not been an unreasonable delay in bringing the application, may extend time to 
appeal and in proper case grant leave to appeal. 

7. The application for leave to appeal from a decision of !!lower court 
shall contain copies of the following items, namely-

( a) notice of motion for leave to appeal (Form 5): 

(b) a certified true copy of the decision of the court below sought to be 
appealed against ; 

(c) a copy of the proposed grounds of appeal ; and 

(d) where leave has been refused by the lower court, a copy of the 
order refusing leave. 
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8.-{ 1) Except with the leave of the Coutt, a maximum of fifteen minute 
on each side will be allowed for oral argument on any application. 

(2) Where the Court, in respect of an application had ordered the filin~ 
of written addresses, and the parties have duly filed their addresses, but c­
the day of the hearing of the application, any of the parties or Legal Practitione · 
does not appear to present oral argument in respect of the application, tL 
application will be treated as having been duly argued. 

Enlargement 9.-{ 1) The Court may enlarge the time provided by these Rules for the 
of Time. doing of anything to whicl1 these Rules apply except as it relates to the takin~ 

of any step or action under Order 16. 
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(2) Every application for an enlargement oftime within which to appea:. 
shall be.supp01ted by an affidavit setting forth good and substantial reason~ 
for failure to appeal within the prescribed period, and by grounds of appe2. 
which prima facie show good cause why the appeal should be heard. Wher: 
time is so enlarged a copy of the Order granting such enlargement shall be 

annexed to the notice of appeal. 

10. An appeal shall be deemed to have been brought when the notice oi 
appeal has been filed in the registry of the court below. 

12. An application to set aside any judgment or ruling shall not be brough; 
unless it is filed within fourteen days from the date of delivery of such judgment 
or ruling or such longer period as the Court may allow for good cause. 

PART 2-CIVIL APPEALS 

0RDER7-NOTICE AND GROUNDS OF CIVIL APPEAL 

1. Patt 2·ofthis Rule shall apply to appeals to the CoUit from any court 
or tribunal acting either in its original or its appellate jurisdiction in civil cases, 
and to matters related thereto. 

2.-{l)AH.appeals shall be by way of rehearing and shall be brought by 
notice (hereinafter called "the notice of appeal") to be filed in the registry of 
the court below which shall set fotth the grounds of appeal, stating whether 
the whole or part only .of the decision of the court below is complained of(in 
the latter case specifying such part) and shall state also the exact nature of 
the relief sought and the names and addresses of all parties directly affected 
by the appeal, which shall be accompanied by a sufficient number of copies 

. for on such parties. 

(2) Where a ground of appeal alleges misdirection or error in Jaw, the 
patticulars and the nature of the misdirection or error shall be clearly stated. 
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(3) The notice of appeal shall set forth concisely and under distinct 
heads the grounds upon which the Appellant intends to rely at the hearing of 
the appeal without any argument or narrative and shall be numbered 
consecutively. 

( 4) The notice of appeal shall be signed by the Appellant or his legal 
representative. 

3. Any ground which is vague or general in terms or which discloses no 
reasonable ground of appeal shall not be permitted, save the general ground 
that the judgment is aga'inst the weight of the evidence, and ground of appeal 
or any part thereof which is not permitted under this Rule may be struck out 
by the Court of its own motion or on application by the Respondent. 

4. The Appellant shall not without the leave of the Court urge or be 
heard in support of any ground of appeal not mentioned in the notice of appeal, 
but the Court may in its discretion allow the Appellant to amend the grounds 
of appeal upon payment offees prescribed for making such amendment and 
upon such terms as the Court may deem just. 

5. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions the Court in deciding the 
appeal shall not be confined to the grounds set forth by the Appellant; Provided 
that the Court shall not if it allows the appeal, rest its decision on any ground 
not set forth by the Appellant unless the Respondent has had sufficient 
opportunity of contesting the case on that ground. 

6. The Court shall have the power to strike out a notice of appeal when 
an appeal is not competent or for any other sufficient reason. 

7. The registrar of the cou1t below shall endorse on the notice of appeal 
or application the fees paid thereon, receipt number and the date of payment. 

8. A notice of appeal may be amended by or with the leave ofthe Court 
at any time. 

ORDER 8-COMPILATION AND TRANSY!ISSION OF.RECORDS 

1. The registrar of the court below shall within sixty days after the filing 
of a notice of appeal compile and transmit the Record of Appeal to the Court. 

2. In pursuit of Rule 1 above, the registrar shall within fourteen (14) 
days summon the parties before him to-

(a) settle the documents to be included in the Record of Appeal ; and 

(b) fix the amount to be deposited by the Appellant to cover the estimated 
cost. of making up and forwarding the Record of Appeal. 
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3. The said registrar shall whether any of the parties attend or not. 
provided the notice has been duly served on the parties to the appeal, proceed 
to settle and determine those matters in accordance with the provisions of 
Rules 2 (a) and (b) ofthis Order. 

4. Where at the expiration of 60 days after the filing of the notice of 
appeal the registrar has failed and or neglected to compile and transmit the 
Records of Appeal in accordance with the preceding provisions of this Rule, it 
shall become mandatory for the Appellant to compile the records of all 
documents and exhibits necessary for his appeal and transmit to the Court 
within 30 days after the registrar's failure or neglect 

5. Such Record compiled by the Appellant, shall be served on the 
Respondent or Respondents within the time stipulated for transmitting such 
records to the Court, which is 30 days. 

6. Where any party to the appeal considers that there are additional 
records which may be necessary in disposing of the appeal, he shall be at 
liberty, within 15 days of the service on him ofthe records, to compile and 
transmit to the Court such records to be known as the additional records of 
appeal. 

7. Every Record of Appeal shall contain the following documents in the 
order set out-

( a) the index ; 

(b) a statement giving brief particulars of the case and including a schedule 
of the fees paid ; 

(c) eopies of the documents settled and compiled for inclusion in the 
record of appeal ; 

(d) a copy of the notice of appeal and other relevant documents filed in 
connection with the appeal. · 

8. The registrar or the Appellant in compiling the record shall endeavour 
to exclude from the record all documents (more particularly such as are merely 
formal) that are not relevant to the subject matter of the appeal and generally 
to reduce the bulk of the record as far as practicable, taking special care to 
avoid duplications of documents and unnecessary repetition of headings and 
other merely formal parts of documents; but the documents omitted to be 
copied shall be enumerated In a list at the end of the record, but where part or 
parts only of any lengthy document are directly relevant to the subject matter 
of the appeal it shall be permissible to omit to copy such part of the document 
as are irrelevant to the subject matter of the appeal nor necessary for the 
proper understanding of the part or parts that are so relevant. 
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9. Every record or additional Record of Appeal compiled by a party to 
an appeal must be certified by the registrar of the lower court. Provided that 
it shall not be necessary for copies of individual documents to be separately 
ce1tified but the registrar of the cou1t below shall certi1); as correct each copy 
of the record transmitted in accordance with these Rules. 

10.-{1) Where the record is compiled by the registrar under Rule I of 
this Order, he shall transmit the record within the time stipulated for compilation 
and transmission under Rule 1. The record shall be transmitted together with-

( a) a certificate of service of the notice of appeal ; 

(b) ten copies of the record and two copies of the electronic device used 
for the production of the records, duly and carefully preserved ; 

(c) the docket or file of the case in the court below containing all papers 
or documents filed by the parties in connection therewith, to the Registrar 
of the Court. 

(2) Where the record is compiled by the Appellant under Rule 4 of this 
Order, he shall transmit the record within the time stipulated for compilation 
and transmission by an Appellant under Rule 4. The record shall be transmitted 
in compliance with Rule I 0( 1). 

(3) The registrar of the court below or the Appellant as the case may 
be, shall within seven (days) of the transmission of the record to the Court, 
cause to be served on all parties mentioned in the notice of appeal, a notice 
that the record has been transmitted to the Registrar of the Court who shall in 
due course enter the appeal in the cause list. 

11.-{ a). Upon the transmission of the Record of Appeal, whether by 
the registrar or by the Appellant, the Appellant shall within such time as the 
Registrar of the Court shall direct, deposit such sum as shall be determined by 
the Registrar for the due prosecution of the appeal and for the payment of any 
costs which may be ordered to be paid by the Appellant; Provided that no 
deposit shall be required where the deposit would be payable by the Government 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria or of a State, or by any Goveriunent 
department. 

(b) Where the sum deposited in accordance with the preceding sub-rule 
is depleted in the course of the prosecution of the appeal, the Registrar shall 
summon the Appellant to replenish the deposit. 

12.-( a) Where the Registrar fails to direct any deposit against costs or 
where the sum he directed is inadequate or for any other reason the Court 
upon application may order that deposit or additional deposit be made. 

(b) Where the Court deems appropriate, it may upon application order 
deposit against cost to be made by a Respondent. 
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13. Subject as hereinafter provided, each party shall, immedi2·: 
after an appeal becomes pending before the Court, deliver to the Cour: , 
documents (being exhibits in the case or which were tendered as exhi~ 
admitted or rejected) which are in his custody or were produced or P­
by him at the trial. 

14. Subject as hereinafter provided, each party to an appeal shai 
prepared to produce at the hearing of the appeal all exhibits, other 
documents, which are in his custody or were produced or put in by hir. 
the trial. 

15. In case any party finds it difficult to comply with the provision.: 
Rules 13 and 14 of this Order, owing to the nature of documents or 
exhibit or owing to its being in the possession of a third party or for any 
reason; he may apply to the Registrar of the Court for directions. 

16. The Registrar of the Court may, either of his own motion or u 
application, give any directions he sees fit, whether dispensing with 
provisions of Rules 13 and 14 or modi1)ting its application in any way or 
securing compliance with it. 

17. All original documents delivered to the Court under this Rule 
remain in the custody of the Court until the determination of the appeal; 

Provided that the Court or Registrar may allow the return of any doc 
any party pending hearing of the appeal and subject to such conditions as 
he may impose. 

18.-{1) If the registrar has failed to compile and transmit the 
under Rule 1 and the appellant has also failed to compile and transmit 
Records in accordance with Rule 4, the Respondent may by notice of 
move the Court to dismiss the appeal. 

(2) Where the Appellant has not deposited the amount fixed by 
registrar to cover the cost of compilation and transmission of the recor.: 
Appeal as provided in Rule 2(b) of this Order, the registrar of the court 
shall certify such fact tothe Court, which may suomotu order that the 
be dismissed either with or without costs, and shall cause the parties to 
notified of the terms of the order ; 

Provided that the Court shall only act on the certification by the regi 
the expiration of the thirty days al1owed for the appellantto compile recoro, 
Appeal prescribed by Rule 4 of this Order. 
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ORDER 9-REsroNDENT's NoncE OF CONTENTION 

1. A Respondent who not having appealed from the decision of the 
cou11 below, desires to contend on the appeal that the decision of that cou11 
should be varied, either in any event or in the event of the appeal being allowed 
in whole or in part, must give notice to that effect, specifying the grounds of 
that contention and the precise form of the order which he proposes to ask the 
Court to make, or to make in that event, as the case may be. 

2. A Respondent who desires to contend on the appeal that the decision 
ofthe court below should be affim1ed on grounds, other than those relied upon 
by that court, must give notice to that effect specifying the grounds of that 
contention. 

3. Except with the leave of the Court, a Respondent shall not be 
entitled on the hearing of the appeal to contend that the decision of the 
court below should be varied upon grounds not specified in a notice given 
under this Rule, to apply for any relief not so specified or to support the 
decision of the com1 below upon any grounds not relied upon by that court 
or specified in such a notice. 

4. Any notice given, by a Respondent under this Order must be served 
on the Appellant and on all parties to the proceedings in the court below who 
are directly affected by the contentions of the Respondent and must b~: served-

( a) in the case of an appeal against an interlocutory order, within fifteen 
days after the service of the notice of appeal on the Respondent; and 

(b) in any other case within thirty days, after the service of the notice of 
appeal on the Respondent. · 

S. A party by whom a Respondent's notice is given shall file with the 
registry twenty copies of such notice of which one shall be included in the 
record and the other copies provided for the use of the Justices . 

6. Omission to give such notice shall not diminish any powers ofthe 
Court but may in the discretion of the Court be a ground for postponement 
or adjournment of the appeal upon such terms as to cost or otherwise as 
may be just. 

7. A Respondent's notice may be amended by or with the leave ofthe 
Court at any time. 

ORDER I 0--NOTICE OF PRELIMINARY OBJECTION 

1• A Respondent intending to rely upon a preiiminary objection to the 
hearing of the appeal, shall give the Appellant three clear days notice 
thereof before the hearing, setting out the grounds of objection, and shall 
file such notice together with twenty copies thereof with the registry within 
the same time . 

..... ________________________ _ 
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2. No objection shall be taken on the hearing of an appeal on the gr..: ... 
that the amount fixed by the registrar of the court below under Order 8 P, .. l~ 
2(b) ofthese Rules were incorrectly assessed. 

3. Where the Respondent fails to comply with this Rule, the Court r:-: 
refuse to ente11ain the objection or may adjourn the hearing thereof at :~::: 

costs of the Respondent or may make such other order as it thinks fit. 

ORDER 11-WWJTHDRAWAL OF APPEAL 

1. An Appellant may at any time before the appeal is called on for heari~ · 
serve on the parties to the appeal and file with the Registrar, a notice to dt 
effect that he does not intend to prosecute the appeal any further. 

2. If all pa11ies to the appeal consent to the withdrawal of the appcJ.. 
without an order of the Court, the Appellant may file in the Registry til: . 
document or documents signifying such consent and signed by the parties :t . 

by their legal representatives and the appeal shall thereupon be deemed r: 
have been withdrawn and shall be struck out of the list of appeals by th! . 
Registrar and in such event any sum deposited against costs shall be paid or...::: 
to the Appellant. 

3. The withdrawal of an appeal with the consent of the parties unde: 
Rule 2 of this Order shall be a bar to further proceedings on application made 
by the Respondent under Order 9. 

4. If all the parties do not consent to the withdrawal of an appeal as aforesaid. 
the appeal shall remain on the list, and shall come on for the hearing of any 
issue as to costs or otherwise remaining outstanding between the parties, 
including any application made by the Respondent under Order 9, and for the 
makiHg of an order as to the disposal of any sum deposited against cost. 

5. An appeal which has been withdrawn under this Order, whether with 
or without an order of the Court, shall be deemed to have been dismissed. 

6. Where an appeal is withdrawn under this Order, any Respondent who 
has not given a notice under Order 9, may give notice of appeal and proceed 
therewith in the manner prescribed by the foregoing Rules, and in such case 
the time limited for giving notice of appea I, for depositing the sum estimated to 
cover the cost of the record and for making deposit against costs may, on 
application to the Court, be extended so far as is reasonably necessary in all 
the circumstances of the case. 
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ORDER 12-FEES 

1. Save as hereinafter provided, the fees prescribed in the Third Schedule 
hereto shall be charged in respect of the matters which they are respectively 
assigned and shall be paid to the Registry of the court below or of the Court as 
the case may be. 

2. No fee shall be payable in respect of at~ matter where such fee 
would be payable by the Government of the Federal Republic ofNigeria or of 
a State or Local Government of any Government Department: 

Provided that when any person is ordered to pay the costs of the Government 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria or of a State or of any Government 
Depattment in any case all fees which would have been payable but for the 
provisions of this Rule shall be taken as having been paid and shall be recoverable 
from such person . 

3. The coutt below or the Collli may, on account ofthe want of means 
of any party (although such patty may not have been formally permitted to 
proceed as a person without means under Order 13) or for other sufficient 
reason dispense, if it seems fit, with payment of any fees if the circumstances 
of the case so require: Provided that if such party succeeds in any appeal 
which results in an order for payment to him of any costs the Court may order 
that such fees shall be a first charge on any moneys recovered or to be 
recovered under such order. 

ORDER 13-PROCEED!NGS BY PERSONS WITHOUT MEANS 

1. Any pa1ty may apply to.the Court for leave to prosecute or defend an 
appeal as a person without means. Such application shall be by notice of 
motion, sup potted by affidavit, and shall be served on the other parties to the 
proceedings. No fee shall be payable on filing. any such order. 

2. No party shall be permitted to proceed as a person without means 
unless he satisfies the Co uti that he has reasonable probability of success. 

3. A person permitted to proceed as a person without means shall not be 
liable to pay any of the Coutt fees prescribed by these Rules or be required to 
make the deposit against costs as prescribed by Order 8 Rule 11. 

4. The Court may for good cause shown review, rescind or vary an 
order permitting any person to proceed as a person without means. 

5.-( I) Leave to proceed as a person without means shall not exempt 
such person from liability to an order for costs in favour of his opponent. 

(2) Where a person without means is not awarded costs in the 
proceedings, no fees shall be taken from him by a legal representative assigned 

to him. 
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(3) Where a person without means is awarded costs against his oppone,- · 
he shall be entitled to include and receive in such costs the fees of any leg~ 
representative assigned to him and all other fees and costs remitted by h · 
admission to proceed as a person without means. 

ORDER 14-SERvrCE oF RECORD OF APPEAL To THE SuPREME CouRT 

1. Where there is a :LUrther appeal to the Supreme Coutt, the Registra: 
sha'll as soon as possible'after the compilation of the Record of Appeal sent 
upon every Appellant who was duly given a notice of appeal and paid the fee: 
fixed by the Registrar to cover the cost of record of appeal, a copy of the 
record. 

2. Such Record of Appeal may be served upon the Appellant in an:· 
manner prescribed by these Rules for the service of notice or other documents 
relating to the appeal. 

3. The Registrar shall thereafter cause to be served upon ever:­
Respondent in the appeal who has filed an address for service a notice tha: 
the record has been compiled. It shall be the duty of each Respondent to pa~ 
for and collect a copy of the Record. 

4.-(l) Within foUJteen days after a Record has been served upon an 
Appellant, the Registrar shaiJ cettizy under his hand that he served the Record 
of Appeal upon every such Appellant. The certificate of service shall be in 
Form 14 or to like effect. 

(2) In addition to the requirements of the Supreme Court Rules, the 
Registrar shall as soon as the record and notice of compilation of the Record 
of Appeal to the Supreme Court have been served on the Appellant and the 
Respondent, as the case any be, transmit to the Supreme Court-

,. r: 

(a) a certificate that a copy of the Record of Appeal to the Supreme 
Court has been served on the Appellant(s) ; and 

(b) a certificate that notice of compilation of the Record of Appeal to the 
Supreme Court has been given to the Respondent(s). (Form 14B). 

ORDER 15-DEATH OF PARTY TO AN APPEAL 

1. It shall be the duty of Counsel representing a patty to an appeal to 
give immediate notice of the death of that party to the registrar of the court 
below or to the Registrar of the Court (as the case may require) and to all 
other patties affected by the appeal as soon as he becomes aware of the fact. 

Addition or 
Substitution 
of party. 

2. Where it is necessary to add or substitute a new party for the deceased, 
an application shall, subject to the provisions of Order 4 Rule I 0, be made in 
th~t behalf to the court below or to the Coutt either by any existing party to 
the appeal or by any person who wishes to be added or substituted. 
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3. Where an appeal has been set down for hearing and the Court is or 
becomes aware that a necessary pa1ty to the appeal is dead the appeal shall 
be struck offthe hearing list. 

ORDER 16-COURT OF APPEAL MEDIATION PROGRAMME 

1.-{ I) Only Civil appeals in respect of breach of contract, liquidated 
money demand, matrimonial causes, child custody, parental actions, inheritance, · 
chieftaincy or personal actions in tort are, at any time before an appeal is set 
for hearing, eligible for reference to the Court of Appeal Mediation Programme. 

(2) In all cases eligible for appellate mediation programme, the appellant 
or the respondent to the appeal, desiring mediation, shall file with the Registrar 
of the Court within twenty-on~ days of the entering of the appeal and serve on 
all the parties to the appeal a request for Alternative Dispute Resolution as in 
Form 15 in the First Schedule to the Rules. 

(3) Any party served with a request for Alternative Dispute Resolution 
may, within 7 days, file a response. 

(4) Pursuant to sub rules(!), (2) and (3) of this Rule, the CoUJ1may 
refer the appeal to the Court of Appeal Mediation Programme (CAMP). 

2.-( I) The party making the request for Alternative Dispute Resolution 
shall accompany his request with an Information Statement and a concise 
summary of the case of not more than 10 pages. 

(2) The Registrar shall upon receipt of the Request for Alternative Dispute 
Resolution refer the Request and the accompanying documents to the Court. 

3.-( 1) Where the Com1 refers an appeal to the Court of Appeal 
Mediation Programme, the Appeal shall be adjourned to a definite date not 
more than 3 months for the outcome of the mediation between the parties. 

(2) The Court shall, on making a reference to the Court of Appeal 
Mediation Programme, direct the Registrar to provide copies of the Record of 
Appeal and Exhibits to the Colll1 of Appeal Mediation Programme. 

4. Where the Alternative Dispute Resolution Mechanism pursued under 
this Order is successful, the Court shall adopt the agreement reached by the 
parties as the judgment of the Court, but where the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Mechanism fails, the appeal shall be set down for hearing or make 
such Orders as it deems fit. 
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5. The time stipulated under these Rules for filing of Briefs shall not 
begin to run but shall abide with the outcome of either events in Rule 4. 

Time, not to 
run for Filing 
Briefs during 
Appeal 
Mediation 
Programme. 
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6. Pursuant to the provisions of this Order, the parties shall take joi· 
responsibility for all administrative costs, including mediation or arbitrati: 
fees associated with the resolution of the dispute: Provided always that SLL 

fees shall be equally shared between the pa1iies unless otherwise agreed ~ 
the pa1ties or directed by the Court. 

Appeals to 
\\'hich Order 
applies 
(Criminal 
Forms L 2, 
3, 4, 5 or 7). 

. Applications 
not 
specifically 
provided for. 

Notice of 
Appeal. 
application 
for leave. 
etc. 

PART III 

ORDER I 7-CRJMINAL APPEALS 

1. This Order shall apply to appeals to the CoUit from any cou11 0: 

tribunal acting either in its original or in its appellate jurisdiction in crimin.:., 
cases, other than a court-martial, and to matters related thereto. 

2. Except where otherwise provided in these Rules any application !·: 

the Court may be made by the Appellant or Respondent or by a Lega 
Representative on his behalf orally or in writing, but in regard to suet . 
applications if the Appellant is unrepresented and in custody and is not entitle.: . 
or has not obtained leave to be present before the Cou11, he shall make an:· 
such application by forwarding the same in writing to the Registrar who shaii 
take the appropriate steps to obtain the decision of the Court thereon. 

3.-( I) A person desiring to appeal to the Comt against any judgment. 
sentence or order of the court below, whether in the exercise of its original or 
of its appellate jurisdiction, shall commence his appeal by sending to the registrar 
of the court below a notice of appeal or notice of application for leave to 
appeal or notice ofapplicatio11 for extension of time within which such notice 
shall be given, as the case may be, in the form of such notice respectively set 
fo1th a~ forms 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 7 in the Second Schedule to these Rules. 

(2) A person sending any notice or notices under this Rule shall answer 
the qu'estions and comply with the requirements set forth therein. 

(3) The Court may of its own motion or on the application of the Appellan: 
amend the notice or grounds of appeal and may grant leave to the Appellant to 
argue additional or amendedgrounds of appeal: Provided that, if, in the opinim: 

·of the Cou1t, due notice of such amended or additional grounds of appeal to 
the Respondent is necessary but had not been given the Court may adjourn 
the appeal or make such order(s) as it may deem fit in the circumstance. 

Signing of 
Notice of 
Appeal. 

4.-( 1) Eve1y notice of appeal or notice of application for leave to appeal 
or notice of application for extension of time within which such notice shall be 
given, shall be signed by the Appellant h imselfor by his legal 

representativeexcept under tlie provision of sub-rules (5) and (6) of this Rule. 
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(2) Any other notice required or authorised to be given shall be in writing 
and signed by the person giving the same or by his legal representative. All 
notices required or authorised to be given shall be addressed to the registrar 
of the. court below to be forwarded by him t.o the Registrar; Provided that, 
notwithstanding that the provisions of Rules 3( I) and (2) and 4 (I) of this 
Order have not been strictly complied with, the Colll1may, in the interest of 
justice and for good and sufficient cause shown, ente11ain an appeal if satisfied 
that the intending appellant has exhibited a clear intention to appeal to the 
Court against the decision of the lower court. 

(3) Any notice or other document which is required or authorised to be 
given or sent shall be deemed to be duly given or sent if forwarded by registered 
post addressed to the person to whom such notice or other document is so 
required or authorised to be given or sent. 

( 4) Where an Appellant any other person authorised or required to give 
or send any notice of appeal or notice of any application is unable to write, he 
may affix his mark thereto in the presence of a witness who shall attest the 
same and thereupon such notice shall be deemed to be duly signedby such 
Appellant. 

(5) Where on the trial of a person entitled to appeal it has been contended 
that he was not responsible according to law for his actions on the ground that 
he was insane at the time the act was done or the omission made by him or 
that at the time of the trial he was ofunsound mind and consequently incapable 
of making his defence, any notice required to be given and signed by the 
Appellant himself may be given and signed by his legal representative. 

(6) In the case of a body corporate where any notice or other document 
is required to be signed by the Appellant himself, it shall be sufficient compliance 
therewith if such notice or other document is signed by the secretary, clerk, 
manager or legal representative of such body corporate. 

(7) An appeal shall be deemed to have been brought when the notice of 
appeal has been tiled in the registry ofthe court below. 

5. An application to the Cou11 for an extension of time within which 
notices may be given shall be in Form 7 in the Second Schedule to these 
Rules. Every person making an application for such extension Of time shall 
send to the registrar of the court below, together with the proper form of such 
application, a form duly tilled up, of notice of appeal, or of notice ofapplicntion 
for leave to appeal, appropriate to the ground or grounds upon wh icllli.: d~:sin.:s 
to question his conviction or sentence, as the case may be. 

Application 
for 
Extension of 
Time 
(Criminal 
Form 7). 
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Notice of 
Application 
for leave to 
Appeal 
(Criminal 
Form 6). 

6.-{ l) Where the Court or the coutt below has on a notice of applicati · 
for leave to appeal duly sent and in the form provided under these RuL 
given an Appellant leave to appeal, it shall not be necessaty for such Appell:c · 
to give any notice of appeal but the notice of application for leave to appc" 
shall in such a case be deemed to be a notice of appea I. 

(2) Where an application for leave to appeal has been made to the coL.­
below, the registrar of that court shall send to the Registrar of the CoL:~ 
notification ofthe resultofthe application in Form 6 in the Second Schedule;: 
these Rules together with the original of the application for leave to appt~ 
and the case shall thereafter be dealt with by the Court. 

7.-(l) When-

(a) the registrar of the court below has received a notice of appeal or< 
notice of application to the court for leave to appeal or for extension oftt.: 
time within which such notice shall be given; or 

(b) the court below has granted leave to appeal, the registrar of tht 
court below shall, within 6o days of filing the notice of appeal, prepare til!: 
Record of Appeal in the manner hereinafter prescribed and forward to th= 
Registrar either seven copies thereof together with a copy of the electroni~ 
device where the Record of Appeal was produced by means of computeL 
a copy of the electronic device duly and carefully preserved, or twent:· 
copies of the record. He shall also forward the original exhibits in the cas.t 
as far as practicable and any original depositions, information, inquisition., · 
plea, or other documents usually kept by him or forming patt of the record 
of the court below together with the originals of any recognisances entered 
into or any other documents filed in connection with the appeal or application. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of Rule 9 of this Order, the registrar of the 
court "below shall forward to the Appellant and to the Director 'of Publi.: 
Prosecutions of the State from which the appeal emanated a copy of the 
record : Provided that if the Appellant is not in custody a copy of the recorc • 
shall only be supplied to him on request. 

(3) The Court may allow the return of any document to any party pending · 
the hearing of the appeal and subject to such conditions as it may impose. 

Fees. 8.-(1) The fees set out in the Third Schedule shall be taken and paid 
upon every appeal under this Order. 

(2) The Court or the court below may waive in whole or in part tht 
payment of any fees or the making of any deposit. 

(3) Fees shall not be payable in appeals in capital cases or where an 
Appellant is granted legal aid. 
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9.--{ I) The Record of Appeal in appeals or applications relating to appeals 
from the court below acting in its original jurisdiction in criminal cases shall 
contain legible typed, stenciled and cyclostyled, or printed, copies of the 
following items arranged in this order-

( a) the index; 

(b) the charge or information; 

(c) the Judge's notes of the evidence and minutes ofthe proceedings; 
Provided that if a shorthand note of the hearing has been taken, a copy of 
the transcript thereof may be included, either in addition to or in substitution 
of the Judge's notes, as he may direct; 

(d) the judgment or any additional ground or explanation thereof; 

(e) the proceedings on or after sentence in so far as not included in the 
notes of hearing or minutes of proceedings ; 

(()all documentary exhibits put in at the trial including depositions read 
in consequence of the absence of a witness: Provided that in the cases of 
books of accounts or other documents of great length, extracts of the relevant 
portions thereof only shall be included; 

(g) the notice of appeal or notice of application for leave to appeal or 
notice of application for extension of time in which such notice shall be 
gtven. 

(2) It shall not be necessary for the Record of Appeal to contain copies 
of any recognisances entered into or documents filed in connection with the 
appeal or application other than those set out in sub-rule (I) of this Rule unless 
the Court or a Judge ofthe court below shall otherwise direct. 
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10.-( I) The Record of Appeal in appeals or applications relating to 
appeals from the court below acting in its appellate jurisdiction in criminal 
matters shali contain legible typed, stenciled and cyclostyled, or printed copies 
of the following items arranged in this order: 

(a) the index which shall include the particulars of the record of 
proceedings from the lower court; 

Record in 
Criminal 
Appeals 
from Court 
below in 
Appellate 
jurisdiction. 

(b) the record of proceedings from the lower court as submitted to the 
coUit below ; 

(c) the notice of appeal and all other relevant documents filed in 
connection with the appeal in the court below; 

(d) the notes of the Judges on the hearing of the appeal and minutes of 
the proceedings ; · 

(e) the judgment of the court below;· 

(f) the notice of appeal to the Court or notice of application for leave to 
appeal to the court, or notice of application to the court for extension of 
time in which such notice shall be given ; · 
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(g) where leave to appeal has been granted by the court below, a cop:· 
of the order granting leave. 

(2) It shall not be necessary for the Record of Appeal to contain copie, 
of any recognisances entered into. for the purposes of the appeal in the cou:­
below or of the appeal or application to the CoUI1, unless the Court or a Judf: 
of the comi below shall otherwise direct. 

(3) In this Rule "lower comi" includes the court of trial and any court. 
other than the court below which may have heard the matter on appeal. 

11.-(1) The Registrar shall, if in relation to any appeal the Couti direcu 
him so to do, request the trial Judge to furnish him with a rep011 in writinf 
giving his opinion upon the cast generally or upon any point arising upon tb: 
case oftheAppellant, and the trial Judge shall furnish the same to the Registr;;.: 

(2) The report of the Judge shall be made to the Court and, the Registr.::· 
shall on request, furnish a copy thereof to the Appellant and Respondent. 

12. When a Registrar request the trial Judge to furnish a rep011 und~ 
these Rules, he shall send to such Judge a copy of the notice of appeal :.x. 
notice of application for leave to appeal or any other document or informati01 
which he shall consider material, or which the Court at any time shall dire.::: 
him to send or with which such Judge may request to be furnished by th; 

Registrar to enable such Judge to deal in his reports with the Appellant's cN 
generally or with any point arising thereon. 

13.-( I) Where the Court or the court below admits an Appellant 
bail pending the determination of his appeal on an application by him du 
made, such court shall specify the amounts in which the Appellant and 
surety or sureties (unless such Court directs that no surety is requi 
shall'be bound by recognisances, and shall direct, if it thinks fit so to 
before whom the recognisances of the Appellant and his surety or sureti 
(if any) may be taken. 

(2) In the event of the coLH1 below not making any special order 
giving any special directions under this Rule, the recognisances of the Appel 
and of his surety or sureties (if any) may be taken before the Registrar. 

(3) The recognisances provided for in this Rule shall be in Forms 8 
9 in this Second Schedule to these Rules. 

( 4) The registrar of the court below, shall forward the recognisances 
the Appellant and his surety or sureties to the Registrar. 

(5) An Appellant who has been admitted to bail shall be personally 
at each and every hearing of his appeal and at the final determination 
The Court may in the event of such Appellant not being present at any he a 
of his appeal, if it thinks right so to do, decline to consider the appeal, and 
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;:~oceed summarily to dismiss the same and may issue a warrant for the 
.:pprehension of the Appellant in Form 10 in the Second Schedule ; Provided 
:hat the Court may consider the appeal in his absence, or make such other 
order as it deems fit. 

( 6) When an Appellant is present before the Court, the Court may, on an 
application, made by any person or, if it thinks right so to do without any 
application, make an order admitting the Appellant to bail, or revoke or vary, 
any such order previously made, or enlarge from time to time, the recognisances 
of the Appellant or of his sureties or substitute any other surety for surety 
previously bound as it thinks right. 

(7) At any time after an Appellant has been admitted to bail, the Court 
or where the Appellant was released on bail by the court below that Court 
may, if satisfied that it is in the interest of justice so to do, revoke the order 
admitting to bail, and issue a warrant in Form 10 in the Second Schedule of 
these Rules. 
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14.-(1) Where a person has, on his conviction,_ been sentenced to Fines. 

payment of a fine, and in default of payment to imprisonment, and such person 
remains in custody in default of payment of the fine, he shall be deemed, for 
purposes of appeal, to be a person sentenced to imprisonment. 

(2) An Appellant who has been sentenced to payment of a fine and has 
paid the same or part thereof in accordance with sentence, shaJl, in the event 
ofhis appeal being successful, be entitled, subject to any order of the Court, to 
the refund of the sum or any part thereof so paid by him. 

15. Where upon, the trial of a person entitled to appeal against his 
conviction, an order of restitution of any property to any person has been 
made by the Court, the person in whose favour or agllinst whom the order of 
restitution has been made, and' with the leave of the Court, any other person, 
shall, on the final hearing by the Court of an appeal against his conviction on 
which such order of restitution was made, be entitled to be heard by the Court 
before any order annulling ~r varying such order of restitution is made. 

16. Where the Judge of the court below fs of opinion that the title to any 
property the subject of an order of restitution made on a conviction of a person 
before him is not in dispute, he, if he is of opinion that such property or a 
sample or portion or facsimile representation thereof is reasonably necessary 
to be produced for use at the hearing of any appeal shall give such direction to 
or impose such terms upon the person in whose favour the order of restitution 
is made, as he shall think right in order to secure the production of such sample, 
portion or facsimile representation for use at the hearing of any such appeal. 

Varying 
Order of 
Restitution 
of property. 

Non-
Suspension 
of Order of 
Restitution. 
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17. The registrar of the court below shall not issue, under any Ia­
authorising him so to do, a ceJtificate of conviction of any person con ti : 
court below if notice of appeal cir notice of application for leave 1 is give 
until the determination or abandonment thereof. 

18.-(1) An Appellant at any time after he has duly served a notice . 
appeal or application for leave to appeal, or of application for extension : · 
time within which such notice shall be given, may abandon his appeal givir 
notice of abandonment thereof to the Registrar, and upon such being give;-.. · 
the appeal shall be deemed to have been dismissed by the Notice c· 
abandonment of an appeal as in Criminal Form 11. 

(2) Upon receipt of a notice of abandonment duly completed and J 

marked by the Appellant or the paity authorised to sign notice under th . 
Order, the Registrar shall give notices thereof in Form 12 in the Schedule:: 
the Res.pondent, the prison authority and the registrar of the court below, aac; 
in the case of an appeal against a conviction involving a sentence of dear:-" 
shall in like manner give notice to the Permanent Secretary of the 
Federal orState Ministry, for the information of the authority responsible fer 
advising the Preside.nt of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, the Governor of 
State, as the case may be, on the exercise of the prerogative of mercy, an: 
the Registrar shall also return to the registrar of the court below any origin.!>. 
documents and exhibits received from him. 

19. An Appellant who has abandoned his appeal may, in special cas:::;, 
with the leave of the Court, withdraw his notice of abandonment by du:y 
completing Form 13 or 13A, as the case may be, in the Second 
(together with Form 7-No.tice of Application for extension of time with 
which to appeal) and sending them to the Registrar. 

20.-( 1) An appellant before the Court may, where necessary, apply t: · 
the Court that a necessary witness attends and be examined by the Court or.· 
his behalf as in Form 15 in the Second Schedule. 

(2) Where the Court grants the above applicati~n, an Order as in Fom: · 
14 in the S~cond Schedule shall be served upon such witness specifying t:Z: 
time and place at which to attend foi· such purpose. 

(3) ·Such ()rqer n1ay be made on the application at any time by t:r 
. Appellant or Respondent, but if the Appellant is in custody and not legalz• 

representeqthe applipation shall be made by him in Form 15 in the Secon£i 
Schedule. · 

(4) Where the Court orders the examination of any witness conducte.r: ·. 
otherwise than before the Court itself, such Order shall specify the persCtl> 
appointed as examiner to take and the place of taking such examination anr. 
the witness or witnesses to be examined thereat. · 
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(5) The Registrar shall furnish to the person appointed to take such 
~'Tlination any documents or exhibits and any other material relating to the 
said appeal as and when requested to do so. Such documents, exhibits and 
"Ocher material shall after examination has been concluded be returned by the 
curniner, together with any deposition taken by him under this Rule to the 
a..~-rrar. · 

( 6) When the examiner has appointed the day and time for the examination 
l}e shall request the Registrar to give notice thereof to the Appellant and 
L~ent and their Legal Representatives, if any, and when the Appellant is 
;n ;rison, to the prison authority. The Registrar shall cause to be served on 
:"'i>~· witness to be examined a notice as in Form 16 in the Second Schedule. 

F J Every witness examined before an Examiner under this Rule shall 
~ m.is evidence upon oath or affitmation to be administered by such Examiner, 
~ -Ailere any such witness if giving evidence as a witness at a trial on 
:D.tf:nnation need not be sworn. 

(S) The examination of every such witness shall be taken in the form of 
'~~ and un.less·otherwise ordered shall be taken in private. The caption 
e f,rnn I 7 in the Second Schedule shall be attached to any such deposition. 

~'9) \\,.here any witness shall receive an order or notice to attend before 
au~ oc an Examiner, the Registrar may, if it appears, to him necessary so 
•• ~·to such witness a reasonable sum for his expenses. 

00:) The Appellant and Respondent, or their Legal Representatives, shall, 
'~ Urlbe Court otherwise directs, be entitled to be present at and take part in 
-~:<lalion of any witness to which this Rule relates. 

ZJ- When an order of reference is made by th~ Court to a special 
·~Y'.er. the question to be referred, and the person to whom as special 

1~'11Der the same shall be referred, shall be specified .in such order. The 
~~ .in such order or by giving directions as and when they from time to 

!';l•illlll•,.. mink right, specifY whether the Appellant or Respondent or any 
...... a11 tbeir behalf may be present at anyexan1ination o.r investigation or 
a.-,·~ rllereof as may be ordered, and a specii}' any and what powers 
~...n may be delegated to such special commissioner, and may require 
liililac:lhrm tine to time to make interim reports to the Court upon the question 
.IJIIIud!D b~ and may, ifthe.Appellant is in custody, give leave to him tobe 
~ u: ~· 5Uge of such examination or investigation and give the necessaiy 
.~:;qs ~ :::.>e prison authority accordingly, and may give directions to the 
• t'41Za aa:t copies of any report made by such special commissioner shall 
·~ iC' tbe Appellant and Respondent. 
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Notice of 
Final 
detennination 
(Criminal 
Forms 18, 
19, 20 or 
21). 

Notification 
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Appeal to 
court below. 

Return of 
Original 
Deposition, 
etc. 

Service of 
Record of 
appeal to ~he 
Supreme 
Court. 

22.--{ l) On the final determination of any appeal or, of any applicati 
to the Court, the Registrar shall give to the Appellant, if he be in custody a 
has not been present at such final deter1nination, and to the Respondent 
the prison authority, notice of such determination in Form I 8, I 9, 20 or 21 
the Second Schedule, as. the case may be. 

(2) In any case of an appeal in relation to a conviction involving c»nt»n,,.., 

of death, the Registrar shall on receiving notice ,of appeal, send copies 
to the Permanent Secretary to the appropriate Federal or State Ministry, 
the information of the authority responsible for advising the President or 
Governor of a State, as the case may be, on -the exercise of the prerogative 
mercy, to the Respondent and to the prison authority. 

23.--{ 1) The Registrar at the final determination of an appeal shall noti 
in such manner as he thinks most convenient to the registrar of the 
below the decision of the Court in relation thereto, and also any orders 
directions made or given by the Court in relation to such appeal or any m 
connected therewith. 

(2) The registrar of the court below shall on receiving notification 
to in this Rule, enter the particulars thereof on the records of such court. 

24. Upon the final determination of an appeal by the Court for 
purposes of which the Registrar has obtained from the registrar of the 
below any original depositions, exhibits; information, inquisition, plea or 
documents, usually kept by the said registrar or forming part of the record 
the court below, the Registrar shall, after five ( 5) years, cause the same to be, 
return~d to the registrar of t~1e court below. 

25.~1) Where there is a further appeal to the Supreme Court, 
Registrar shall as soon. as possible after the compilation of the Record 
Appeal serve uponeveryAppellant who has duly given a notice of appeal 
paid the fees fixed by the Registrar to cover the cost of Record of the Appeal· 
a copy of the record. 

(2) The Record of Appeal may be served upon the Appellant in ar;_> 
mal'mer prescribed by these Rules for the service of notice or other documen:.s. 
relating to an appeal. 

(3) The Registrar shall thereafter cause to be served upon every · 
Respondent in the appeal who has filed an address for service a copy of tile 
Record of Appeal. 



•. :.-c .,:ation 
.~·:sc.·..:y and 
~enrand 

··:; :r21 in 

.,~renee 

~-::-ereof 

~,~·,for 

'!'>;~r x the 
·~-•f:C \'e of 

~r.otify 
·.~ ~e :ourt 
~ r:crs or 
,.. 11"' -:1atter 

....,. ·--n~ 
I "- ........ 

~.r ·:~ the 
~ -:ourt 

~:: ~r Jther 
'"" ~.::rd of 
• .Jim! :o be 

· .. -:. the 
:..: : ·d of 

,;~iand 

·· :: '.:Jeal, 

·.·· -~any 

.:::-::ents 

- ;·. ery 
- ·~-the 

.~_t .. -~· 

' 

26.-(1) Within foUiteen days after a record has been served upon an 
Appellant, the Registrar shall certify under his hand that he has served the 
Record of Appeal upon every such Appellant. The cettificate of service shal I 
be in Criminal Form 22 or to like effect. 

(2) In addition to the requirements of Order 7 Rule 4 of the Supreme 
Court Rules, the Registrar shall as soon as the record and notice of 
compilation of the Record of Appeal to the Supreme Court have been 
served on the Appellant and the Respondent, as the case may be, transmit 
to the Supreme Court-
a cettificate that a copy of the Record of Appeal to the Supreme Court has 
been served on the parties to the Appeal. 

PART £V 

ORDER 18-APPEALS FROM COURTS MARTIAL AND TRIBUNALS 

1.-( 1) A person desiling to appeal to the Coutt against any decision of 
the cou1t below shall commence his appeal by or sending to the registrar of 
the cou1t below or other person or body imbued with or who performs such 
functions a11d powers as the registrar of a regular court a notice of appeal or 
notice of application for leave to appeal or· notice of application for extension 
of time within which such notice shall be given, as the case may be, in the 
form of such notice respectively set forth as forms 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 7 in the 
Second Schedule to these Rules. 

(2) A person sending any notice or notices under this Order shall answer 
the questions and comply with the requirements set forth therein. 

(3) The Court may of its own motion or on the app·Jication of the Appellant 
amend the notice or grounds of appeal and may grant leave to the Appellant to 
argue additional or amended grounds of appeal : Provided that, if, in the opinion 
of the Court, due notice of such amended or additional grounds of appeal to 
the Respondent is necessary but had not been given, the Court may adjourn 
the appeal or make such order(s) as it may deem fit in the circumstances. 

2.-( 1) Every notice of appeal or notice of application for leave to appeal 
or notice of application for extension oftime within which such notice shall be 
given, shall be signed by the Appellant himself or his Legal Representative, 
except as stipulated under sub-rule (3) of this rule. 

(2) Any notice or other document which is required or authorised to be 
given or sent shall be deemed to be duly given or sent ifforwarded by registered 
post or electronic means addressed to the person to whom such notice or 
other document is so required or authorised to be given or sent. 

(3) Where an Appellant or any other person authorised or required to 
give or send any notice of appeal or notice of any application is unable to 
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write, he may affix his mark thereto in the presence of a witness who sha : 
attest the saine and thereupon such notice shall be deemed to be duly signe: · 
by such Appellant. 

3. An appeal shall be deemed to have been brought when the notice c· 
appeal has been filed in the registry of the court below or the Registry ofth 
Court . 

Applications 
for 
Extension 

. 4.----(1 )An application to the CoUJ1 for an extension of time withinwhic' 
notices may be given shall be in Form 7 in the Second Schedule to thes.;­
Rules. Every person making an application for such extension of time shai 
send to the Registrar of the Court, together with the proper Form of sue~ 
application, a Form duly tilled, of notice of appeal, or of notice ofapplicatio;; 
for leave to appeal, or of notice of application for extension of time to appea:. 
appropriate to the ground or grounds upon which he desires to question his 
conviction or sentence, as the case may be. 

of Time. 

Certificate of 
Conviction : 
When 
Registrar not 
to issue. 

Record of 
Appeal. 

(2) Where the Court has, on a notice of application for leave or extensior 
of time to appeal duly sent and in the Form provided under these Rules, giver: 
an Appellant leave to appeal, it shall not be necessary for such Appellant tc· · 
give any notice of appeal but the notice of application for leave to appeal shal: 
in such a case be deemed to be a notice of appeal. 

5. The registrar of the court below sJ1all not issue, under any Ia\• 
authorising him so to do, a certificate of conviction of any person convicted ir. 
the court below if a notice of appeal or notice of application for leave to 
appeal or notice of extension of time to appeal is given, until the determination 
or abandonment ofsuch notice. 

6.-{ I) When-

( a) the registrar of the co~ll1 below has received a notice of appeal or a 
notice of application to the Court for leave to appeal or for extension oi 
time within which such ,notice shall be given ; or 

(b) the Court has granted leave·to appeal, 

the registrar of the court below shall, within 60 days ofthe filing of the notice 
of appeal, prepare the Record of Appeal in the manner hereinafter prescribed 
and forward to the Registrar either seven copies thereof together with, where 
electronic devices were used for the production of the record, a copy of such 
electronic device used duly and carefully preserved, or twenty copies of the 
record. He shal.l also forward the original exhibits in the case as far as 
practicable and any original depositions, infonnation, inquisition, plea, or other 
documents usually kept by him, or forming part of the record of the court 
below together with the originals of any recognisances entered into or any 
other documents filed in connection with the appeal or application. 

I 
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(2) The Court may allow the return of any document to any party pending 
the hearing of the appeal and subject to such conditions as it may impose. 

(3) The Record of Appeal in appeals or applications relating to appeals 
from the court below shall contain legibly typed or printed copies of the following 
items arranged in this order-

( a) the index; 

(b) the charge or information ; 

(c) proof of evidence ; 

(d) notes of evidence and minutes ofthe proceedings: Provided that if a 
shorthand note of the hearing has been taken, a copy of the transcript 
thereof may be included, either in addition to or in substitution of the Judge's 
notes, as he may direct ; 

(e) the judgment or any additional ground or explanation thereof; 

(f) the proceedings on or after sentence in so far as not included in the 
notes of hearing or minutes of proceedings; 

(g) all documentary exhibits put in at the trial including depositions read 
in consequence of the absence of a witness: Provided that in the cases of 
books of accomits or other documents of great length, extracts ofthe relevant 
potiions thereof only shall be included; 

(h) the notice of appeal or notice of application for leave to appeal or 
notice of application for extension oftime in which such notice shall be 
given. 

( 4) It shall not be necessary for the Record of Appeal to contain copies, 
of any recognisances entered into or documents filed in connection with the 
appeal or application other than those set out in si.tb-rule (I) of this Rule unless 
rhe court below shall otherwise direct. 
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7.-{1) The fees set out in the Third Schedule shall be taken and paid Fees. 
upon every appeal underthis order. 

(2) The Court or the court below may waive in whole or in part the 
payment of any fees or the making of lillY deposit. 

0) Fees shall not be payable in appeals against death sentences, capital 
offences or where an Appellant is granted legal aid. 

8.-{ I) Where the Court or the court below admits an Appellant to bail 
pending the determination of his appeal on an application by him duly made, 
such Court shall specify the amounts in which the Appellant and his surety or 
sureties (unless such Court directs that no surety is required) shaiJ be bound 
by recognisance and shall <;firect, if it thinks fit so to do, before whom the 
recognisance of the Appellant and his surety or sureties (if any) may be taken. 

BaiL 
Finesand 
Restitution. 
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(2) In the event of the court below not making anyspecial Order or 
giving any special directions under this Rule, the recognisance oftheAppellant 
and of his surety or sureties (if any) may be taken before the Registrar. 

(3) The recognisance provided for in this Rule shall be in Forms 8 and 9 
in the Second Schedule to these Rules. 

(4) The registrar of the cou11 below shall forward the recognisance of 
the Appellant and his surety or sureties to the Registrar. 

(5) An Appellant who has been admitted to bail shall be personally present 
at each and every hearing ofhis appeal and at the final determination thereof. 
The Court may in the event of such Appellant not being present at any hearing 
of his appeal, if it thinks right so to do, dec line to consider the appeal, and may 
proceed summarily to dismiss the same and may issue a warrant for the 
apprehension of the Appellant in Form l 0 in the Second Schedule: Provided 
that the Court may in its discretion, given the circumstances of each given 
case, consider the appeal in his absence, or make such other Order as it 
deems fit. 

( 6) When an Appellant is present before the Court, the Court may, on an 
application made. by any person or, if it thinks right so to do without any 
application, make an order admitting the Appellant to bail, or revoke or vary 
any such order previously made, or enlarge from time to time the recognisance 
of the Appellant or of his sureties or substitute any other surety for a suret) 
previously bound as it thinks right. 

(7) At any time after an Appellant has been admitted on bail, the Court, 
or where the Appellant was released on bail by the court below, the Court 
may, if satisfied that ·it is in the interest of justice so to do, revoke the order 
admitting.him to bail and issue a warrant i1i tonn I 0 in the Second Schedule of 
these Rules. 

Fines. 9.-{ I) Where a person has, on his conviction, been sentenced to payment 
of a fine, and in default of payment to imprisonment, and such person remains 
in custody in default of payment of the fine, he shall be deemed, for purposes 
of appeal, to be a person sentenced to imprisonment. 

(2) An Appelltmt who has been sentenced to payment of a fine, and has 
paid the same or part thereof in accordance with sentence, shall, in the event 
of his appeal being successful, be entitled, subject to any order of the Court, to 
the refund of the sum or any part thereof so paid by hrm. 

Restitution. 10.-(l}Where, upon the trial of a person entitled to appeal against his 
conviction, an order of restitution of any property to any person has been 
made by the Court, the person in whose favour or against whom the· order of 
restitution has been made, and with the leave of the Court, any other person, 
shall, on the final hearing by the Court of an appeal against his conviction on 



r or 
lant 

~of 

;ent 
!Of. 

ing 
Jay 
the 
led 
·en 
; it 

an 
ny 
ry 
ce 
ty 

er 
Jf 

1t 

lS 

~s 

s 
:t 

) 

f 

which such order of restitution was made, be entitled to be heard by the Court 
before any order annulling or varying such order of restitution is made. 

(2) Where the court below is of the opinion that the title to any property 
the subject of an order of restitution made on a conviction of a person before 
it is not in dispute, it, if it is of the opinion that such property or a sample or 
portion or facsimile representation thereof is reasonably necessary to be 
produced for use at the hearing of any appeal, shall give such direction to or 
impose such terms upon the person in whose favour the order of restitution is 
made, as it deems fit in order to secure the production of such sample, portion 
or facsimile representation for use at the hearing of any such appeal. 
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11.-{1) An Appellant at any time after he has duly served notice of Abandonment 

appeal or application for leave to appeal, or of application for extension of of Appeal. 

time within which such notice shall be given, may abandon his appeal by 
giving notice of abandonment thereof to the Registrar, and upon such notice 
being given, the appeal shall be deemed to have been dismissed by the 
Court.Notice of abandonment of an appeal shall be in Criminal Form II or 
I I A, as the case may be. 

(2) Upon receipt of a notice of abandonment duly completed and signed 
or marked by the Appellant or the party authorised to sign notice under Rule 4 
of this Order, the Registrar shall give notices thereof in Form 12 in the Second 
Schedule to the Respondent, the prison or military authority and the registrar 
of the cotut below, and in the case of an appeal against conviction involving a 
sentence of death, shal I in I ike manner give notice to the Permanent Secretary 
of the Ministry of Defence (anyhow so called),' for the information of the 
authority responsible for advising the President of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria on the exercise of the prerogative of mercy, ·and the Registrar shall 
also return to the Registrar of the court below any original documents and 
exhibits received from him. 

(3) An Appellant who has abandoned his appeal may, in special cases, 
with the leave of the Court, withdraw his notice of abandonment by duly 
completing Form 13 or 13A, as the case may be, in the Second Schedule 
rogetherwith Form 7 (Notice of Application for extension of time within which 
to appeal) and sending them to the Registrar. 

12.-{ 1) Upon the final detennination of any appeat or of any application 
to the Court, the Registrar shall give to the Appellant, if he is in custody and 
has not been present at such final determination, and to the Respondent and 
the prison or military authorities, notice of such determination inForm 18, I 9, 
20 or 21 in the Second Schedule, as the case may be. 

(2) In any case of an appeal in relation to a conviction involving sentence 
of death, the Registrar shall on receiving the notice of appeal, send copies 
thereof to the administrative head of the appropriate Ministry or department 

Withdrawal 
of 
Abandonment 
of Appeal. 

Procedure 
after 
Detennination 
of Appeal. 
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of government for the information of the authority responsible for advising the 
President on the exercise of the prerogative of mercy, to the Respondent and 
to the prison or military authorities. 

(3) The Registrar shall, upon the final determination of an appeal, notify 
in such manner as he thinks most convenient the registrar of the court below 
the decision of the Colllt in relation thereto, and also any orders or directions 
made or given by the Court in relation to such appeal or any matter connected 
therewith. · 

( 4) The registrar of the cou1t below shall on receiving the notification 
referred to in this Rule, enter the particulars thereof on the records of such 
court. 

(5) Upon the final determination of an appeal for the purpose of which 
the Registrar has obtained from the registrar of the court below any original 
depositions, exhibits; information, inquisition, plea or other documents, usually 
kept by the said registrar, or forming part of the record of the cou1t below, the 
Registrar shall; where· practicable, cause the same to be returned to the registrar 
of the court below. 

13.-(1) Where there is a further appeal to ·the Supreme Court, the 
Registrar shall as soon as possible after the compilation of the Record of 
Appeal serve upon every Appellant who has duly given a notice of appeal and 
paid the fees fixed by the Registrar to cover the cost of Record of the Appeal, 
or whose fees have been waived in accordance with these Rules, a copy of 
the record. 

(2) The Record of Appeal'may be served upon the Appellant in any 
manner prescribed by these Rules for the service of notice or other documents 
relating to im appeal. 

(3) The Registrar shall thereafter cause to be served upon every 
Respondent in the appeal who has filed an address for service a copy of the 
Record of Appeal. 

( 4) Within foll!teen days after a Record has been served upon an Appellant, 
the Registrar shall certify under his hand that he has served the Record of 
Appeal upon every such Appellant. The certificate of service shall be in 
Criminal Form 22, or to like effect. 

(5) Jn addition to the requirements of any relevant provision of the 
Supreme Court Rules, the Registrar shall as soon·as the record and notice of 
compilation of the Record of Appeal to the Supreme Court have been served 
on the Appellant and the Respondent, as the case may be, transmit to the 
Supreme Court a ce1tificate that a copy of the Record of Appeal to the Supreme 
Cou1t has been served on either or both parties in the Appeal thereto. 



14.-( 1) No pending appeal from the decision of a Court Martial or 
other Mil ita!)' Tribunal or the process or proceedings of the Court, wholly or in 
part, shall become incompetent merely on account of non-compliance with 
the provisions of this Order; but upon the Rules coming into force, all such 
appeals, processes or proceedings shall stand modified to conform with the 
Rules: Provided that on the coming into force of these Rules, all fi·esh appeals, 
processes and proceedings shall comply therewith. 

(2) In any situation where there are no provisions or no sufficient 
provisions in this Order on any matter, recourse could be had to any relevant 
provisions of the Comt of Appeal Act or any Rules of Practice of the Court 
for the time being in force and same shall apply to the situation with such 
modifications that are necessary. 

PART V 

ORDER 19-BRIEFS OF ARGUMENT 
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Savings and 
Transitional 
Provisions. 

1. This Order shall apply to all appeals coming fi·om any coutt or tribunal Application. 

from which an appeal lies to this Court. 

2. The Appellant shall within forty-five days of the receipt of the Record 
of Appeal from the comt below file in the Court a written brief, being a succinct 
statement of his argument in the appeal. 

3.--(1) The brief, which may be settled by Counsel, shall contain an 
address or addresses for service and shall contain what are, in the Appellant's 
view, the issues arising in the appeal as well as amended or additional grounds 
of appeal. 

(2) Where possible or necessary, the reasons in the brief shall also be 
supported by particulars of the titles, dates and pages of cases reported in the 
Law Reports or elsewhere including the summary of the decisions in such cases, 
which the parties propose to rely upon. Where it is necessary, reference shall 
also be made to relevant statut01y instruments, lawbooks, and other legal journals. 

(3) The pa1ties shall assume that briefs will be read and considered in 
conjunction with the documents admitted in evidence as exhibits during the 
proceedings in the comt below, and, wherever necessary, reference shall also 
be made to all relevant documents or exhibits on which they propose to rely in 
argument 

( 4) All briefs shall be concluded with a numbered summary of the points 
to raise and the reasons upon which the argument is founded. 

(5) Except to such extent as may be necessary to the development of 
the argument, briefs need not set out or summarise judgments of the lower 
court, nor set out statutory provisions, nor contain an account of the proceedings 
below nor of the facts of the case. 

Filing of 
Appellant's 
Briet: 

Forms and 
Contents of 
a Brief. 
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(6)(a) Except where the Court directs otherwise, every brief to be fii 
in the Court shall not exceed 35 (thirty five)pages. 

(b) The brief must be prepared in 21 Omm by 297mm paper size (A~. 
and typed in clear typographic character. The typeset shall be in · 
Times New Roman or Tahoma of 14 font size with at least single spaces.:-· 
between. 

(c) Every brief which does not comply with the page limit and pages· 
requirements of this Order shall not be accepted by the Registry for til' 

Filing of 
Respondent's 
Brief. 

4.-(1) The Respondent shall also within thi1ty days of the service 
the brief for the Appellant on him file the Respondent's brief which shall 
duly endorsed with an address or addresses for service. 

Filing of 
Reply Brief. 

Joint and 
Several 
Briefs. 

Cross 
Appeal or 
Respondent's 
Notice. 

Number and 
Service of 
Documents. 

Oral 
Argument. 

(2) The Respondent's brief shall answer all material points of su 
contained in the Appellant's brief and contain all points raised therein wh · 
the Respondent wishes to concede as wei I as reasons why the appeal oughr 
be dismissed. It shall mutatis mutandis, also conform to Rule 3( 1), (2), (3), (~ 
(5) and (6) of this Order. 

5.-( l) The Appellant may also, if necessary, within fourteen days 
the service on him of the Respondent's brief, file and serve or cause to 
served on the Respondent a reply briefwhich shall deal with all new po· 
arising from the Respondent's brief. 

{2) Except wl1ere the Court directs otherwise, every Reply brief to · 
filed in Court shall not exceed 15 (fifteen) pages, and shall confom1 with 
3 (2), (4), (5), (6 (b) and (c) ofthis Order. 

6. All parties whose inter~sts are identical or joint shall file joint 
and separate briefs may be filed only by those parties whose interests 
separate or are in conflict. 

7. A Respondent may, without leave, include arguments in respect of .a 
cross-appeal or a Respondenfs notice in his brief for the original appeal 
the cross- appeal or Respondenfs notice. 

8. Ten copies of all briefs in respect of the appeal and two copies of th:­
electronic device used for the production of the briefs, duly and careful/_; . 
preserved shall be filed in Court. All such copies shall be duly endorsed far.: 
service on the other side, which shall also be duly paid for by the party filin! 
the same. 

9.-(1) Oral argument will be allowed at the hearing of appeal ro 
emphasize and clarify the written argument appearing in the briefs alread} 
filed in CoUJt. 
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(2) The Appellant shall be entitled to open and conclude the argument. 
Where there is a cross-appeal or a Respondent's notice, the appeal and such 
cross-appeal or Respondent's notice shall be argued together with the appeal 
as one case and within the time allotted for one case, and the Court may, 
having regard to the nature of the appeal, inform the parties which one is to 
open and close the argument. 

(3) Unless otherwise directed, fifteen minutes on each side will be allowed 
for argument. 

(4) When an appeal is called and the pmties have been duly served with 
the notice of hearing, but if any pa11y or any Legal Practitioner appearing for 
him does not appear to present oral argument even though briefs have been 
filed by all the parties concerned in the appeal, the appeal will be treated as 
having been duly argued. 
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10.-( 1) Where an Appellant fails to file his brief within the time provided 
for in Rule 2 of this Order, or within the time as extended by the Court, the 
Respondent may apply to the Cou11 for the appeal to be dismissed for want of 
prosecution. If the Respondent fails to file his brief, he will not be heard in oral 
argument. Where an Appellant fails to file a reply brief within the time specified 
in Rule 5, he shall be deemed to have conceded all the new points or issues 
arising from the Respondent's brief. 

Consequences 
of Failure to 
File Brief. 

(2) Where an Appellant fails to file his brief within the time provided for 
in Rule 2 of this Order, or within the time as extended by the Court, the Court 
may suomotu dismiss the appeal for want of prosecution. 

11. The Court may, where it considers the circumstances of an appeal 
to be exceptional, or where the hearing of an appeal ought to be accelerated 
in the interest ofjustice, waive compliance with the provisions of this Order in 
so far as they relate to the preparation and filing of briefs of argument either 
wholly or in part or reduce the time limits specified in this Order, to such 
extent as the CoUJt may deem reasonable in the circumstances of the case. 

ORDER 19-JuoGME:--JT 

Accelerated 
Hearing. 

1. The judgment of the Coutt shall be pronoUJiced in open coutt either on Delive')' of 
the hearing of the appeal or at any subsequent time of which notice shall be Judgment 
given by the Registrar to the parties to the appeal. 

2. Whenever a reserved judgment is to be given and the Counsel 
concerned are duly notified in that behalf the presence of such Counsel or 
their juniors is required in Coutt when judgment is being delivered. Failure to 
observe this will be regarded as an act of disrespect to the Court. 

Notice to 
Counsel of 
Reserved 
Judgment. 
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Enrolment of 
Judgment. 

3.-(1) Every judgment of the Colllt shall be embodied in an Order. 

(2) A sealed or cettified copy of the Order shall be sent by the Registrar 
to the coutt below. 

Revie\\· of 
Judgment. 

Enforcement 
of Judgment. 

Execution of 
Judgment by 
Lmrer 
Court. 

Notification 
of Judgment. 

Final 
disposal of 
Exhibits, 
Documents, 
etc. 

Interlocutory 
Judgment 
not to 
prejudice 
Appeal. 

(3) Interlocutory order shall be prepared in like manner. 

4. The Court shall not review any judgment once given and delivered b: 
it, save to correct any clerical mistake or some error arising from any accidentai 
slip or omission, or to vary the .iu9gment or order so as to give effect to its 
meaning or intention. A judgment or order shall not be varied when it correctly 
represents what the Court decided nor shall the operative substantive part of 
it be varied and a different form substituted. 

5. Any judgment given by the Court may be enforced by the Court or b) 
the court below or by any other court, which has been seized of the matter, as 
the Court niay direct. 

6. When the Court directs any judgment to be enforced by another coun. 
,{certificate under the seal of the Court and the hand of the Presiding Justice 
setting forth the judgment shall be transmitted by the Registrar to such other .· 
coutt, and the latter shall enforce such judgment in terms of the certificate. 

7. Where the costs of an appeal are allowed, they may either be fixed 
by the Court at the time when the judgment is given or may be ordered to be 
taxed. 

8.-(1) The Registrar at the final determination of an appeal shall notif). 
in such manner as he thinks )110St convenient to the registrar of the coun 
below, the decision of the Court in relation thereto, and also any orders or 
directions made orgiven by the Court in relation to such appeal or any matter 
connected therewith. 

(2) The registrar of the court below shall on receiving the notification 
referred to in this Rule, enter the patticulars thereof on the records of such 
COUlt. 

9. Upon the final determination of an appeal for the purposes of whid 
the Registrar has obtained, from the registrar of the court below any originai 
depositions, exhibits, information, inquisition, plea or other documents usuall) 
kept by the said Registrar, or forming part of the record of the court below, the 
Registrar, shall, where practicable, cause the same to be retumed to the registrar 
ofthe court below. 

10. No interlocutory judgment or order from which there has been no 
appeal shall operate so as to bar or prejudice the Cour1 from giving such 
decision upon the appeal as may seem just. 
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11.-( 1) The Court shall have power to give any judgment or make any 
.:r.:'~r rhat ought to have been made, and to make such further order as the 
::l..S: may require including any order as to costs. 

P01rer of 
COUI1 to 
give any 
Judgment 
or Order. (2) The powers contained in sub-rule(!) ofthis Rule may be exercised 

::. r::e Cou1t, notwithstanding that the Appellliht may have asked that part 
-x:.i:- of a decision may be reversed or varied, and may also be exercised in 
:·.i·· .)ur of all or any of the Respondents or pa11ies, although such Respondents 
~~ ;:-a:-ties may not have appealed from or complained of the decision. 

ORDER 20-MISCELLANEOUS 

1.-( 1) Records of Appeal from the Sharia Court of Appeal or the 
Customary Court of Appeal intended for use in the Court, shall be compiled 
ir. English language as well as the language used in the proceedings before 
r;,e court. 

(2) Ten certified true copies of the Record of Appeal in English language, 
m o copies of the electronic device used for its production and three copies i1. 
:he other language shall be forwarded to the Court. 

2. The Court may direct a-departure from these Rules in.anywhere this 
is required in the interest of justice. 

3.--{ l) The Court may, in an exceptional circumstance, and where it 
considers it in the interest ofjustice so to do, waive compliance by the _parties 
with these Rules or any part thereof. 

(2) Whs:re there is suc;h waiver of com pi iance with the Rules, the Cowt 
may, in such manner as itthinks right, direct the Appellant or the Respondent 
as the case 111ay be, to remedy such non-compliance or may, notwithsta1iding, 
order the appeal to proceed or give such directions as it considers necessary 
in the circumstance . 

(3) The Registrar shall f01thwith notify the Appellant or the Respondent 
as the case may be of such order or directions given by the Comt under this 
Rule where the Appellant or the Respondent was not present at the time 
when such order was made or directions were given. 

Records of 
Appeal from 
Customary 
and Sharia 
Courts of 
Appeal. 

Departure 
from Rult:s. 

Waiver of 
Non­
compliance. 

4. As early as possible before the date set down for hearing of any 
appeal before the Court and in any event not later than two clear days before 
such date, all the parties or the Legal Practitioners representing them shall 
f01ward to the Registrar a list ofthe law repo11s, text books, and other authorities 
which parties or legal practitioners representing them intend to cite at the 
hearing of the appeal. 

List of La1r 
Reports, 
Textbooks, 
etc. 
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Application 
to Strike 
Out. etc. 

Rules of 
Court 
Advisory 
Committee. 

Practice 
Direction. 

5.-{ I) An application to strike out or set aside for noncompliance with 
these Rules, or any other irregularity arising from the Rules of Practice and 
Procedure in this Court, any proceedings or any document,judgment or order 
therein shall only be entertained by the Cou11 if it is made within a reasonable 
time and before the party applying has taken any fresh step after becoming 
aware ofthe ir:-egularity. 

(2) An application under this Rule may be made by motion on notice and 
the grounds of objection must be stated therein. 

6.-{ 1) There shalf be constituted a body to be known as the Rules of 
Court Advisory Committee comprising of-

(a) Not less than five Justices of the Court one of whom shall be the 
Chairman ; and 

(b) Not less than tl~ree memtei's of the Bar to be appointed by the 
President. 

(2) It shall be the dt:ty of the Committee to advise the President from 
time to time in the exercise of the powers conferred upon· him by the 
Constitution or by or under any law, to make Rules for regulation or making 
provision with respect to practice and procedure in the Court. 

(3) Every member of the Committee shall remain a member thereof for 
such period as the President may in his discretion prescribe, either at the time 
of the appointment of the member or at any time thereafter. 

7. The President may at any time, by notice, declare a practice of the 
Court ~s practice direction, and whenever the declaration is made, such practice 
direction shall be regarded as part of these Rules. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE 

FORM I 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 
REFERENCE AS TO CONSTITUTION 

ORDER 5-RULE I 

Benveen: ................................................................................................ . 

__ ............................................................................................... :.Plaintiff 
And 

·············································································································· 
........................................................................ Defendant. 

l. This is an action' .......................................................................... : ........ .. 

2. The plaintiff alleged
1 
................................................................................. . 

3. The defendant answered,; ...................................... , ................................ _ ... . 

4. The plaintiff replied~ ............................................................................... . 
After I1earing the parties and evidence adduced on each side the court found 
that the following matters were established as facts$: 

First that .................................................................................................. . 

................................................................................................................. 
··············································································································· 
The following question as to the interpretation of the Constitution arose in 

these proceedings, nan1ely ...................................................................... .. 

................................................................................................................ 
The above stated question of law6 is referred for the decision of the Court of 

Appeal. ................................................................................................... . 

DATED at. ................... this ............... day o£ ............................. 20 ....... .. 

····································· 
Judge 

1 State nature of action. 
1

State as concisely as possible the substantive averments of the plaintiff but not any 
pa11 of the evidence. 

3 

State in like manner the defendant's answer and also any further allegation or counter 
claim made by the defendant. 

.j State reply, if any. 
; State the facts found 
6 Here state question of law. 

B511 
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FORM2 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 
RESERVED POINT OF LAW 

ORDER 5-RULE 1 

Between: ................................................................................................ . 

....... ................................................................................... Plaintiff. 
And 

..................... , ......................................................................................... . 

'· 

.· ····.························································· 
'. 0 ~· 0 0 0 .. 0 0 ~ 0 0 0 0 I 0 "o 0 0' 0 0 'o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o1 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 

The 
•; 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O'o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 o 0 0 o o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

. ·················································· 

···································································· 
···················~·········-········ ···································································· 
The following;question(s)tlflaw6 are reserved for the decision of the Court 
of Appeal: 

First whether .......................................................................................... . 

DATED at. ..................... this ............... day of ............................. 20 ........ . 

····································· 
Judge 

1 
State nature of action 

~State as concisely as possible the substantive averments of the Plaintiff but 
not any part of the evidence. · 

. 

3 

State in like manner the defendant's answer and also any further allegations 
or counter claim made by the defendant. 

~state reply, if any. 
5 
State the facts found. 

6
State questions oflaw on which a decision is required. 



FORM3 
IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
ORDER 7 RULE 2 

B<~~·een ................................................................................................. . 
..................................................................... Appellant 

A.:-:.j 

············································································································ 
..................................................................... Respondent 

T•.KE NoncE that the Appellant being dissatisfied with the decision that pa11 of 
rhe decision more pat1icularly stated in paragraph 2 * ofthe ........................ .. 
court contained in the judgment/ordet• of ............................................. dated 
rhe ...................... day of ............................. 20 ................. doth hereby appeal 
to the Cow1 of Appeal upon the grounds set out in paragraph 3 and will at the 
hearing of the appeal seek the relief set out in paragraph 4.An<;l the Appellant 
further states that the names and addresses of the persons directly affected 
by the Appeal are those set out in paragraph 5. 

2. Part of decision of the lower Cou11 complained of. 
3. Grounds of Appeal: 

(I) 
(2) 
(3) etc. 

4. Relief sought from the Court of Appeal. 
5. Persons directly·affected by the appeal: 

Name Address : 
(I) 
(2) 
(3) etc. 

DATED at. ..................... this ............... day of. ......................... 20 ........ . 

····································· 
Appellant 

Whose address for service is ........................................................... . 
Strike out words inapplicable. 

If appealing against the whole decision insert ;;whole decision" 

BStJ 
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FORM4 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 
NOTICE OF MOTION 

ORDER 6-RULE 1 

Between ........................................................................... ·:::.·.··~·~~~~;~~; . 
...................... .. ..... .......... .. ... . ... . ······· ..................................... . 
And 

················································································································ 
................... : .......................... ~ ............................................... Respondent. 

TAKE NoncE that the Court will be moved on .................. day oi 
.................. ~; ........ 20 ......... at.. ................. in the forenoon or as soon thereafter 
as Counsel can be heard on behalf of the above named * .......................... for 
an order that .......................................................................................... .. 

TAKE FuRTHER NOTICE that the GROUNDS of this application are: 

DATED" at. ..................... this ............... day of .......................... 20 ........ . 

····································· 
Applicant or his Legal 

Representative 

Whose address for service is .................................................................... . 

State whether Appellant or Respondent. 
State the prayer 
Note :An address for service must be given. 



llatlt. 
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y of 
after 
... for 

FORMS 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 
1\0TICE OF MOTION FOR LEAVE TO APPEAL 

ORDER 6--RULE 7 

~ ................................................................................................ .. 
-·-·-·· .. ·· ............................................................................. Appellant. 

.-lulf 

---------···································································································· 
·----.................................................................................. Respondent. 

'f,t..ll NoTICE that the Court will be moved . on the ........... day 
.:L-...................... 20 ........... at ............... O'clock in the forenoon or as 
D» tbereafteras.Counsel can be heard on the hearing of an application for 
av-e to appeal against the decision of the Court on the .................. day 
.;{__ _ _. ................ ; .. 20 ....... . 

A'II.D further take notice that the grounds of this application are: 
Aed further take notice that the following documents are exhibited in this 
~ication: 

(i) 
(N) 

DATED at ...................... this ............... day of .......................... 20 ....... .. 

Applicant 

Address for Service .............................................................................. . 
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FORM 6 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

SUMMONS TO PARTIES BY REGISTRAR TO SETTLE RECORD 

ORDER 8-RULE 2 

Between ........................................................................................... . 
... _ ...................................................... Appellant. 
And 

·········································································································· 
...................................................... Respondent. 

TAKE NoncE that all parties con.cerned are required to attend before me ar 
Court at ............................... on the ................ day of ....................... 20. 
at the hour of O'clock in the forenoon to proceed with settling of there~ 
of the appeal therein. 

DATED at. ..................... this ............... day of .......................... 20 .. .. 

········································ 
Registrar of the Court bei 



:CORD 

················· 

················ 

·e me at the 
...... 20 ...... 
the record 

.. 20 ....... .. 

'rl below 

FORM7 

lN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE OF RECORD OF APPEAL 

ORDER 8-RULE I 0 (3) 

~----·······························································- ............................. . 
----·--------- .......................................... Appellant(s). 
-.t 

~--·-~-~.·~················,·················································································· 
---··---------······ .. ····•·:·:~;-...................... Respondent(s). 

l-6: a:det-signedRegistrar of the Court do certify that notice of appeal in the 
~ ili21Ded case W:a~_-_q~;dy served upon the Appellant a11d the Respondent 
:~ -'. 

D.<rro at.. ... ~·:·~u ...... ~ ... this ............... day of.. ........................ 20 ....... .. 

············································· 
Registrar of the Court below 
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FORM 8 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF TRANSMISSION OF RECORD 

ORDER 8-RULE I 0 (I) 

Appeal No ............... . 

I do hereby Certify that on the ............... day of.. ........................ 20 ......... · 
the record of appeal in this Appeal has been compiled and transmitted to · 
Court of Appeal. 

DATED at. ..................... this ............... day of .......................... 20 ..... . 

·········································-
Registrar/Appellant 
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FORM9 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

CERTIFICATE OF NON-COMPLIANCE WITH CONDITIONS 
IMPOSED ON AN APPELLANT 

ORDER 8-RULE I 8 

Appeal No ................ . 

B-:rv. een ................................................................................................ .. 

___ "_ .................................................. Appellant. 

And 

. .................................................... , Respondent. 

Pursuant to Order 8 Rule 18 of the Court of Appeal Rules, I hereby certify 
that the Appellant(s) in the above-named cause have/has failed to comply 
with the amount fixed to cover the cost of compilation and transmission of 
record pursuant to Order 8 Rule 2( b). 

DATED at ...................... this ............... day of .......................... 20 ........ . 

Registrar/Appellant 
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FORM lOA 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE BY RESPONDENT OF INTENTION TO CONTEND THA~ 
DECISION OF COURT BELOW BE VARIED 

ORDER 9-RULE l 

Between ................................................................................... . 
. . . . .. . .. .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . .... ....... Appellant. 
And 

··············································································································· 
...................................................... Respondent. 

TAKE NOTICE that upon the hearing of the above appeal the Respondent hereir: 
intends to contend that the decision of the cou1t below dated the ............ da:, 
of... ........................... 20 ......... be varied as follows* : 

TAKE NOTICE that the grounds on which the Respondent intends to rely '" 
follows-
(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

DATED at ...................... this ............... day of .......................... 20 ...... .. 

........................................ 
Respondent 

On Notice to : 

*State the variation which will be asked for. 



THAT 

. ~- as 

FORM lOB 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

:--:oncE OF INTENTION TO CONTEND THAT JUDGEMENT 
SHOULD BE AFFIRMED ON GROUNDS OTHER THAN 

THOSE RELIED ON BY THE COURT BELOW 

ORDER 9-RULE 2 

3-et\\'een ................................................................................................. . 
.................................................... Appellant(s). 

A .. '":d 

-·-··········································································································· 
..................................................... RespondeJ1t(s). 

TM-:E NoTICE that upon the hearing of the above appeal the Respondent intends 
:.) contend that the decision of the court below dated the ............. day of 
....................... 20 ...... ..... be affirmed on grounds other than those relied 

on by the cou11 below* : 

.-\~o TAKE NOTLCE that the grounds on which the Respondent intends to rely 
are as follows : 

i. 

3. etc. 

DATED at ...................... this ............... day of .......................... 20 ........ . 

········································ 
Respondent 

On Notice to: 

··············································· 
··············································· 
*State the variation which will be asked for. 
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FORM 11 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE BY RESPONDENT OF INTENTION TO RELY 
UPON PRELIMINARY OBJECTION 

ORDER I 0--RULE I 

Appeal No .................... .. 

Between .................................................................................................. . 

......................................................... Appellant(s). 

And 

·············································································································· 
...................................................... Respondent(s). 

TAKE NoncE that the Respondent herein named intends, at the hearing of tlu 
appeal, to rely upon the following preliminary objection notice whereof is here!Jj · 
given to you, viz : 

AND TAKE NoTicE that the grounds of the said objection are as· follows : 

L 
2. 

3. 
DATED at ...................... this ............... day of .......................... 20 ....... . 

Respondent 
To the above named Appellant 

To: ..... : .................................... . 

················································ 
················································ 



'{ 

; of this 
:hereby 

FORM 12 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF APPEAL 

ORDER 11-RULE 1 

Appeal No ....................... . 

3-:f\0 ee n ................................................................................................. . 

.................................................. Appellant(s). 

-············································································································ 
................................................... Respondent(s). 

T .... .KE NoTICE that the Appellant(s) herein intend(s) and doth hereby wholly 
'"ithdraw(s) his/her appeal against (all) the Respondent(s) in the above 
mentioned appeal. 

DATED at. ..................... this ............... day of .......................... 20 ........ . 

Appellant(s) 
For service on: 

Respondent( s) 
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FORM 13 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF APPEAL BY CONSENT 

ORDER 1 I -RULE 2 

Appeal No .................. . 
Between ............................................................................................. . 

......................................................... Appe!Jant(s). 
And 

············································································································ 
...................................................... Respondent(s). 

TAKE NoncE that the above appeal is withdrawn with the consent of all part;:. 
hereto. 

DATED at.. .................... this ............... day of. ......................... 20 .... .. 

······································ 
Appellant/Respondenl 



rties 

FORM l4A 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

CERTIFICATE OF THE REGISTRAR THAT 
A COPY OF THE RECORD OF APPEAL 

HAS BEEN SERVED ON THE APPELLANT(S) 

ORDER 14-RULE 4( I) 

Appeal No ....................... . 

~~·"e-en ................................................................................................. . 

.............................................. Appellant(s). 

.................................................. Respondent(s). 

~ c.o hereby certifY that a copy of the record of the above appeal was on the 
........ day of ............................. 20 ........ served upon the Appellarit(s) 

:\ --················································· 

DATED at ...................... this ............... day of. ......................... 20 ........ . 

Registrar 
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FORM 14B 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

CERTIFICATE OF THE REGISTRAR OF SERVICE 
UPON RESPONDENT($) OF NOTIFICATION 
THATTHE RECORD HAS BEEN COMPILED 

ORDER 14-RULE (2) 

Appeal No .................... . 

Between ............................................................................................... . 

......................................................... Appellant(s). 

And 

............................................................................................................... 

............................................... :······ Respondent(s). 

I do hereby certify that on the .............. day o£.. .......................... 20 ........ . 
The Respondent(s) in this appeal was/were notified by ...................... that tr~ 
record of this appeal has been compiled. 

DATED at ...................... this ............... day of. ......................... 20 ...... . 

······································· 
Registrar 



the 

., 
( 

~ 

FORM 15 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

REQUEST FOR ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

ORDER 16 

.!: .. !:--;;. een ................................................................................................. . 

............. ..................... ............... Appellant(s). 

,. ~- o , • o o o o o o o 0 I 0 0 0 o I o o o 0 o o o 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 o o 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o o 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 o o o 0 o 0 0 0 0 o o 0 0 0 o 0 o o o 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

................................................. Respondent(s). 

T·-'~ NOTICE that, being aware of the availability of a -range of processes 
i..-:o\vn as Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR), designed to aid Parties in 
1..~i~ably resolving their dispute outside of a formaljudicial proceeding, and of 
:.:...~existence of the Court of Appeal Mediation Programme (CAMP) where 
:.:e Court offers settlement assistance to Parties. I/We request that the CAMP 
.:.5sisr in settling the matter stated herein. Requested ADR Mechanism : 

Tick preferred mechanism -
.\lediation ( ) : Arbitration ():Neutral Evaluation() 

1_.-tuach a Brief Statement of Issues ( 4 copies) 1vith no more than 5 issues 
identified and only. the most essential documents). 

;'\'arne of Appficant ................................................................................. . 

~ame of Principal Contact ..................................................................... . 

Address ................................................................................................ . 

Tel. No ............................................. E-rnail .............. :: ......................... .. 

Signature/Seal of Applicant ...................................................................... . 

Detai Is of the other Party (If more than one, attach details) 

Narne ...................................................................................................... . 

Name of Principal Contact .................................................................... .. 

Address ............................................................................................... .. 

Tel. No ........................................ E-rnail : .............................................. .. 

DATED at ...................... this ............... day of. ................................ 20 ......... .. 

·········································· ········································ 
Registrar Direc1o1~ CAMP 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

CRIMlNAL FORM I 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF APPEAL FROM DECISION Of A COURT 
SITTINGASACOURTOF FIRSTINSTANCE 

ORDER I 7 RULE 3 

Appeal No .............. . 

To the Registrar ofthe ................................................................................................. . 

having been convicted ofthe offence of .................................................................. . 
and ..................................................................................................................... now 
prisoner in prison at .......................................................................... or whose addre~; 
service is ......................................................................................................................... . 
do hereby give notice of appeal against my conviction (particulars of which 
stated hereinafter) appeal to the Court on the following grounds : 

····················································· 
Signature and Address of Witness 

attesting Mark 

··················································· 
Signctture or Mark of Appellor£ 

DATED at ......................... this ............. day of ...................... 20 ....... . 

PARTICULARS QE TRIAL AND CONVICTION 

I. Date ofTrial.. ............................................................................................................. . 
2. Tn what court tried ...................................................................................................... . 
3. Sentence .................................................................................................................. .. 
4. Whether questions of law now raised were raised at the trial. 

You are required to answer the following question-
Do you desire to be present on the hearing of the appeal by the Court? If you c-: 
desire, state the reasons upon which you submit the said Cou11 should give you I 
to be present. 

N.B. :The Cou11 will, if you desire, consider your case and argument if put into 
by you OJ' on your behalf, instead of your case and argument being presented 
If you desire to present your case and argument in writing, submit as fully as. 
think right your case and argument in support of your appeal. 

Note:- This form should only be used where there is a right of appeal without leave. 
is to say, in an appeal tl·om a conviction for murder by the 1-1 igh Court or in any -~ 
appeal as of right lies by vi1tue of the Constitution or an express provision of lm'-. 
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IV. 

CRJMINAL FORM 2 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF APPUCATION FOR LEAVE TO 
APPEAL FROM DECISION OF A COURT SITTING 

ASA COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE 

ORDER I 7 RULE 3 

~\"5.._ ......................................................................................................................... . 

. ·.w·--~ofthe ........................................................................................................... . 

'll .. ~&ll=coovicted ofthe offence of .......................................................................... .. 

----~:ri::~a prisoner in prison at. .............................................................................. .. 
III!I•:JII3::il'ess for service is ................................................................................................ . 
_.kllg desirous of appealing my conviction/sentence, Do HEREBY GIVE NoncE 

._ .. ,..'Uo.ry apply for leave on the following grounds : 

~and Address of Witness 
attesting Mark 

Signature or Mark of Appellant 

~ ... _ ..................... this ............. dayof ..................... .20 ........... . 

PARTICULARS OF TRIAL AND CONY!CT!ON 

~Too_ ................................................................................................................. .. .,....roxt tried ........................................................................................................... :. 

Se a:=e ................................................................................................................. .. 

(l) 1ti JOU desire to be present when the Court considers your present 
•••• for leave to appeal, state : 

M ~ or not you are legally represented, and 

ftt6e grounds on which you submit that the Court should give you leave to be 
~ 

. lllirCourt 111ri II, if you desire, consider your case and argument if put into writing 
• C!G )"OOr behalf, instead of your case and argument being presented orally. 

ll!!l•llt:saco present your case and argument in writing submit as fully as you think 
wrw_.-~ and argument in support of your appeal. 

{1».:!1 do ;n 1o be present at the final hearing of your appeal. 

,._ f-;.7:!; suitably adapted, may also be used where the application for leave 
-~ ~>t:.:i ~s: made ro the High Court. 
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CRIMINAL FORM 3 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF APPEAL FROM DECISION OF A 
COURT IN ITSAPPELLATEJURISDICTJON 

ORDER I 7 RULE 3 

The State V s ...................................................................................................................... .. 

To the Registrar ofthe ......................................................................................................... . 

having been convicted of the offence of.. ................................................................. a~~ 
now being a prisoner in prison at ................................... _. ................................................. ~i' 
whose address for service is ........................................................................................ ar.: · 
being desirous of appealing against my conviction/sentence, Do HEREBY GIVE Nor: 

of appeal against the decision of the High Cowt of ................................................... :·: 
the following grounds : 

···························································· 
Signature and Address of Witness 

attesting Mark 

.......................................................... 
Signature or Mark of Appellor 

DATED at.. ....................... this ............. day of ..................... 20 ........... . 

PARTICULARS OF TRIAL AND CONVJCTION 

l. Date of Trial ................................................................................................................ .. 

2. In whatCourttried ............ , .............................................................................................. . 
3. In what Court appeal heard .......................................................................................... .. 

4. Sentence ......................................................................................................................... . 

(I) If you desire to be present when the Cowt considers your present applicatic·::­
for leave to appeal, state : 

(a) whether or not you are legally represented. and 

(b) the grounds on which you submit that the Cowt should give you leave to!:>! 
present thereat. 

N.B.: The Court will, if you desire it, consider your case and argument if put in writi•· ~ 
by you or on your behalf, instead of your case and argument being presented oral::· 
If you desire to present your case and argument in >vriting submit ils fully as you 111; .. , 
right your case and argument in supp011 of your appeal. 

State if you desire to be present at the final hearing ofyour <1ppeal. 
Note: The form suitably adapted, may also be used where the application for lenv~: · 
appeal is made to the High CoU!t. 
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CRIMINAL FORM 4 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOT!CE OF APPLICATTON FOR LEAVE TO 
APPEAL FROM DECTSTON OF A COURT IN 

ITS APPELLATE JURISDICTJON 

ORDER I 7 RULE 3 

························································································································ 
........................................................................................................... 

..t:"J~!'<Iil t<ing a prisoner in prison at ........................................................................... or 

~ ld.i--ess for service is ........................................................................................ and 

........................................................................... 

'lll!!:m! :oesi.rous of appealing against my conviction/sentence, Do HEREBY GiVE NoTICE 

1ilf~ against the decision ofthe High Court of ............................................. on the 

........................................... 
J;~x:· -If and Address of Witness 

auesting Mark 

.............................................................. 
Signature or Mark of Appellant 

:>.~ -:::o at ......................... this ............. day of. ..................... 20 .......... .. 

PARTICULARS OF TRIAL AND CONVICTION 

Jl:;:o of Trial .................................................................................................................... . 

·• :..~ "'har Cou11 tried ............................................................................................................ . 

. :.:: ,.. har Court appeal heard .............................................................................................. . 
~=:::ence ...................................... _. .................................................................................... . 

( l) If you desire to be present when the Court considers your present application 
i:t"" kave to appeal, state : 

(a) whether or not you are legally represented, and 

(b) the grounds on which you submit that the Cou11 should give you leave to be 
;~-~o ::nr thereat. 

'• 3.: The CoUJ1 will, if you desire it, consider your case and argument if put in writing 
::• :-ou or on your behalf, instead ofyour case and argument being presented orally. 
> :-0u desire to present your case and argument in writingsubmitns fully ns you think 
- ::.~·,r your case and argument in support 0f your appeal. 

_;,?.\<:if yo\\ desire to be present at the fma\ hearing, of your appeal. 

·,<)If.': The form suitably adapted may also be u~ed where the application for leave to 
::;:,pc-,'<i is made to the High Court. 
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CRIMINAL FORM 5 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
(ORAPPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO APPEAL) 

BY PROSECUTOR 

ORDER 17 RULE 3 

To the Registrar of the...................................................................................................... . : 

the prosecutor in the above case and being desirous of appealing against the decisi:;: 
under section* .................................................................................................................. . 

Do HEREBY GJVE NoncE OF APPEAL (or application for leave to appeal) on the followi~.; . grounds : 

DATED at. ........................ this ............. day of. ..................... 20 ........... . 

*Refer to the provision of the Law which gives the Prosecutor a Right of Appeal-:·· 
the Right to apply for leave. 

Pt.RncuLAR.S.QE Tn r ALA 1\D i;oNvrcnoN 

I. Date of Trial.. .................................................................................................................... .. 
2. In what Court tried ........................................................................................................ .. 

3. In what Court appeal heard ................................................................................................... . 
4. Sentence .......................................................................................................................... _ 

( l) If you desire to be present when the Cou11 considers your present applicatior: for leave to appeal, state : 

(a) whether or not you are legally represented, and 

(b) the grounds on which you submit that the Court should give you leave to be present thereat. 

N.B.: The Court will, if you desire it, consider your case and nrgument if put in writin~ 
by you or on your behalf, instead of your case and argument being presented orally. 
If you desire to present your case and argument in writing submit as fully as you think 
right your case and argument in support cif your appeal. State if you desire to be 
present at the final hearing of your appeal. 

Note: The form suitably adapted, may also be used where the app/ication.forleave 
to appeal is made to the High Court. 



.......................... 

1st the decision 
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CRIMINAL FORM 6 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

~OTIFICATION BY REGISTRAR OF HIGH COURT 
Of RESULT OF APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO APPEAL 

ORDER 17 RULE 6 

.:·:~~~r iit.ctc Vs ............................................................ : .............................. . 

~ Registrar of the .............................................................................. . 

••:ri'l-efused an application for leave to appeal against conviction/sentence 
ase of which particulars are set below. 

0 .. .:-ED at. ..................... this ............... day of .......................... 20 ........ . 

········································ 
Registrar 

PARTICVLARS..Q£ TRIAL AND CoNvrcnoN 

: _ Case No ............................................................................ .. 

: Courr of trial. ..................................................................... .. 

3 :\'arne of accused ................................................................ . 

t_ Result of trial .................................................................... .. 

):rxe: The Registrar of the High Court should forward with this notice 
:ik~Jicarion for leave to appeal. . . 
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CRIMINAL FORM 7 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTIFICATION OF APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION OF 
THE TIME WITHIN WHICH TO APPEAL 

ORDER I 7 RULE 3 

The State Vs ........ ....................................................................... : .. .... . 

To the Registrar of the ........................................................................ . 

!. ............................................................................. having been convic 

of the offence ofl ................................... in the ................................. co 

held at.. ......................... on the .......... day of.. .............................. and be 

now a prisoner in prison at ................................................................. . 

whose address for service is: ............................................................ ~ 
notice that I hereby apply to the Court for an extension of time within wh:: 
may give Notice of Appeal (or Notice of Application for leave to appeal 
the following grounds3 : 

Signature and Address of Witness 
attesting Mark 

Signature or Mark of Appei .. 

DATED at. ..................... this ........... day of.. .................... 20 ........ . 

You are requ-ired to send to the Registrar of the Court, duly filled up Forn·, 
2, 3 or 4, whichever is appropriate. 

1 State the offence e.g larceny, forgery, etc. 
:where applicant for any reason not in custody, state the address for sen . 
3State clearly and concisely the reasons for the delay in giving such nc: . 

and the grounds on which you submit the Court should extend the time. 
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CRIMINAL FORM 8 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

RECOGNIZANCE OF BAIL OF APELLANT 

ORDER 17 RULE 13 

............................................................................................... 
• 'f": RL\f£.\fBERED' THAT WHEREAS .............................................................. .. 

ll!lll.'l5 c:<tn·icted of ............................ on the ........... day of .................... 20 ........ .. 

at ,.as thereupon sentenced to ........................................ and now is in 

•tul custody in prison at ....................................... ; .............................. .. 
md las duly appealed against his conviction (and sentence) to the Court and has 
~!<ed for bail pending the determination of his appeal, and has been granted 
~ oo entering into his own recognizance in the sum of N ................................... with 
St:n-:ies each in the sum of N ............................. , the said .............................. personally 
:'-"7~eth before me the undersigned, being the ......................................................... . 

(Stale Office) 
u~ acknowledges himself to owe to the State the said sum ofN ................................ .. 
-of goods and lawful money, to be made and levied of his goods and chattels, lands 
~tenements to the use ofthe State, if the said .............................. fails in the condition 
endorsed. 

T AKEK AND ACKNOWLEDGED this .......... day of... .................. 20 ......... at .................... . 

BEFORE ME 

··············································· 
(Slate Office) 

CONDITION 

The Condition of the within recognizance is such that if the said .................. shall 
personally appear and surrender himself at and before the Court at each and every 
hearing of his appeal to such court .and at the final determination thereof and then 
abide by the judgment ofthe said court and not depart or be absent from such court, 
and in the meantime not depart or be absent from such court at any such hearing 
without the leave of the said court, and in the meantime not depart from his usual 
place of abode without the leave of the court, then this recognizance shall be void, 
otherwise of full force and effect. The following to be filled up by the Appellant and 
signed by him- When released on bail my address for service, to which any Notices 
etc are to be addressed, and will be as follows : 

···················································· 
Appellant 
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CRIMINAL FORM 9 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

RECOGNIZANCE OF APPELLANTS SURETIES 

ORDER 17 RULE 13 

The State Vs ........................................................................................................................... . 

Be IT REMEM,BER THAT on this ........................ day of ......................................... 20 .................. .. 

came before me the undersigned being the ....................................................................... . 
(State Office) 

and severally acknowledged themselves to owe the President o,fthe Federal Republic 
ofNigeria the several sums following, that is to say, the said sum of N ...................... .. 
and the said sum of N ............................. ofgood and lawful money, to be made and 
levied of their goods and chattels, lands and tenement· respectively, to the use of 
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, His heirs arid successors, if 
...................................•..... now in lawful custody in prison at ................................... .fail in 
the condition hereon endorsed. 

TAKEN AND AcKNOWLEDGED before me the undersigned, the day and year first above 
mentioned. 

Magistrate I Registrar 

CONDITION 

The condition of the within written recognizance is such that whereas the 
said .................. having been convicted of ....................... and now in such lawful 
custody as before mentioned (under a sentence of. ..................... for such offence), 
has duly appealed to the Court against his said conviction (and sentence), and having 
applied to the 11aid Court for bail, pending the determination of his said appeal, has 
been granted bail on him entering into recognizance in the sum of N ............................. with 
sureties each in the sum of~ ................................... ifthe said ................................... shall 
personally appear and surrender himself at and before the said Court and at the final 
determination thereof, and then abide by the judgment of the said Court, and not 
depart or be absent from the said Court at any such hearing without the leave of the 
Court and in the meantime not depart from his usual place of abode without the leave 
of the Court, then this recognizance shall be void, otherwise of force and effect. 
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CRIMINAL FORM I 0 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

WARRANT FOR ARREST OF APPELLANT ON BAJL 

ORDER 1 7 RuLE 13 

I!e State Vs ........................................................................................... . 
To THE CONSTABLES Of THE POLICE fORCE OR COURT MESSENGERS 

(AS THE CASE MAY BE) AND TO THE 

.. ___ .......................................................................................................... . 
(State Office) 

a£ ~be prison at. ............................................................................. ~ ...... , ..... .. 

\'r'~"s ..................................................................................... ; ...... • ..... . 
a ~llant in the Court has been released on bail, and it has now been _.ed by the said Court that a warrant be Issued for the apprehension ofthe 
Jllliit.__ ............................................. : .. ..................................................... . 

.... is therefore to command you the said Constables or Court Messengers 
· ta !file case maybe) forthwith to apprehend the said .............................. . 
-'~the said ..................................................................................... .. 

(State Office) 

.mr- k.reby required to receive the said .................................................. into 
~custody in the said prison and thereby safely keep him until further order 
ciae said court. 

DATED this .......... day of.. ................... 20 ........ . 

···································· 
Presiding Justice 
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The State Vs 

-- -- . 

CRIMINAL FORM II 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT OF APPEAL 

ORDER 17 RuLE 18 

....................................................... .-................................................................ . 
I, ................................................. : .......................................................... . 
h~ving being convicted of ..... : .... ~·~········in the ...... ; .............................. cou11 
at ...•..•.•...• and having been desirous of appealing to the court against my said 
conviction (or the sentence of .....• ; .................... passed upon me on my said 
conviction) do hereby give you notice that I do not intend further to prosecute 
my appeal, and that I hereby abandon all further proceedings in regard thereto 
as from the date thereof. · · 

. : ~ ' 

DATED this ......................... day of ................................. 20 ........ .. 

··········································· 
Signature 01id Address oi 
witness altesting mark 

··················································· 
Signature of mark of Appellant 
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CRIMINAL FORM l I A 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF A8ANDONMENT OF APPEAL BY PROSECUTOR 

ORDER l 7 RULE 18 

The State Vs .......................................................................................... . 

I, .............................. ; .................................................................. being the 
Appellant/the Prosecutor in the ....................................................... (Court) 

at ..................... ~.; ....................................... _. ............................... having 
appealed againstthe.acquittal and/or discharge ........................................... on 

the ...... ~· ............. dliY of ........................ ·.·,., .......•... 20 ........................ in Charge 

No ...................... . 
and having been desirous of appealing ~o Jhe Court against the said acquittal 
and/or discharge do hereby give Notice that the State/1 do not intend further 
10 prosecute the appeal, and hereby abandon all futther proceedings in regard 
mere to as from the date hereof. 

DATED this ....... ;· ................. day of ................................. 20 ........ .. 

............................................. 
Signature and Address of 
wimess attesting mark 

··················································· 
Signature of mark of Appellant 

1 • To the Registrar of the Court of Appeal. 

:. For Service on the Respondent. 
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The State Vs 

CRIMINAL FORM 12 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT OF APPEAL 

ORDER 17 RULE 18 

··················································································································· 
To THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS OF* ....................... to .......... ; ........ . 

This is to give you notice that I have this day received from the above named 
a notice of abandonment of all proceedings in regard to his appeal to the 
Court. The said notice is dated the ............. day of ....................... ;.20 .......... . 
By Order 17 Rule 18 of the Court of Appeal Rules, upon the notice of 
abandonment being given the appeal shall be deemed to have been dismissed 

by the Court. 

DATED this ......................... day of ................................. 20 ......... , 

................................................... 
Registrar of the Cmirt 

* Send copies addressed to-
(a) The Director-General of the appropriate Ministry (if a capital case); 
(b) The Director of Public Prosecutions or other Respondent; 
(c) The Prison Authority; and 
(d) The Registrar of the court below. 
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CRIMINAL FORM 13 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

:--.:OTICE OF APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW 
AND ABANDONMENT OF APPEAL 

ORDER 17 RULE 19 

~ · THE REGISTRAR, COURT OF APPEAL 

1"lJe State Vs 

t .................................................................................... having been 
;ro(}Victed of the Offence of ....................................... ~ ................. and now 
king a prisoner in prison at .................................................................... or 
woose address for service is ............................................................... and 
laving duly sent a notice that I desire to appeal to the Court of Appeal and 
~=n;ng abandoned my appeal ; GtvE vou NoncE that I hereby apply to the 
Court of Appeal for leave to withdraw my Notice of Abandonment, in the 
:special circumstances following=: 

Signature and Address of 
Wiwess attesting Mark 

Signature or Mark of Appellant 

!io1e :Form 7 must be filled up and sent with the Notice to the Registrar. 

·Here state the offence e.g. larceny, forgery etc. 
:Set out as clear and concisely as possible the special reasons for giving such 
ootice, and the grounds on which you submit the CoUJ1 should allow you to 
..,ithdraw the abandonment. 
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CRIMINAL FORM 13A 

lN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO 
WITHDRAW AND ABANDONMENT OF APPEAL 

r"" 
(BY APPELLANT/PROSECUTOR) 

ORDER 17 RULE 19 

To ; THE REGISTRAR, COURT OF APPEAL 

The State Vs 

!, .... : .. ~ ........................................................................................ being the 
Appellant/Prosecutor and having appealed against the acquittal and/or 
discharge by the ......................................... ~ ... Court on the .................. day 
of ............................ 20 .............. ;· ..... in Charge No .................................. and 
having duly sent a Notice that the State/1 desire to appeal to the Court of 
Appeal and having abandoned my appeal, GIVE Yoc NoncE that the State/1 
hereby apply to the Court of Appeal fo•·leave to withdraw their/my Notice of 
abandonment, in the special circumstances following: 

Signalllre and Address of 
wimess attesting mark 

,!$ignature of Appellant and 
!Yesignation of Prosecutor 

. ; 

Note : Form 7 must be filled up and sent with the Notice to the Registrar. 
I. To the Registrar, Court of Appeal. 
2. For service on the Respondent. 

· CRTM1NAL FORM 14 



... being the 
ittal and/or 
............ day 
............ and 
1e Court of 
· the State/1 
yNotice of 

':1111 and 
Yecutor 

gistrar. 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

ORDER TO WITNESS TO ATTEND COURT 
FOR EXAMINATION 

ORDER 17 RULE 20 

-----·--········································································································ -
G --······················································· .. ···············- ............................. .. 

Name of Witness 

-~· .. ~---. ··-~.- ..... 

0 

••••••••••• 0 ••••• ' •••••• 0 •• 0 0. 0 •••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 •• 

(Address) 

llh!r:t:.f \.5 on good cause shown to the Court you have been ordered to attend 
,;mdbe examined as a witness before such Court upon the appeal of the above 
~ioned. 

Tais is to give you notice to attend before the said Court at.. .................. on 
:t:Je ............ day of ................... at ........................ 2 O'clock in the afternoon. 
Y~ are also required to have with you at the said time and place any books, 
p!;:;ers or other things relating to the said appeal which you may have had 
1c\!ces so as to produce. ~. 

O.,TED this ......................... day of ..................................... 20 ............. . 

·················································· 
Registrar of the Court 
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CRIMINAL FORM 15 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

APPELLANT'S APPLICATION FOR FURTHER 
WITNESSES 

ORDER 1 7 RULE 20 
The State Vs 

················································································································ 
!, ........................................................ having appealed to the Court, hereby 
request you to take notice that I desire that the said Court shall order the 
witnesses hereinafter specified to attend the CoUJt and be examined on my 
behalf. 

........................................... 
Sig11ature a11d Address of 
Witness attesti11g Mark 

Signature or Mark of Appe/lonl 

DATED this .................. day of ............................... 20 ......... .. 

You are required to fill up the followit1g and sign same. 

1. Name and address of witnesses 
2. Whether such witnesses have been examined at trial 

3. If not, state the reason why they were not so examined 
4. On what matters do you wish them to be examined on the appeal 

5. State briefly the evidence you think they can give. 
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CRIMINAL FORM 16 

1N THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE TO WITNESS TO ATTEND BEFORE 
AN EXAMINER 

ORDER 17 RULE 20 

--······································································································· 
':Ia_ ••....... : ............................................................................................. . 

(Name of mtness) 

- ...................................................................................................... . 
(Address of Witness) 

Wli~Ceas on good cause shown to the Court you have been ordered to be •-mea as a witness upon the appeal of the above named, and your deposition 
taken for the use of the said Court. This is to give you notice to attend 

.11£:...- ......................................................................................................... . 

(Specify Place of Examination) 

CIL ............... day of .................................... 20 ........... . 
before .................. at ........................ o'clock in the forenoon. 

loo are also required to have with you at the said time and place any books, 
ppers or other things under your control or in your possession in any manner 
R"lating to the said appeal of which you may have had notice so to produce. 

DATED this ......................... day of ............... : ....................... 20 .................. . 

·················································· 
Registrar of the Court 

----~-----------------·-*··----

n S4s 
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The State Vs 

CRIMTNAL FORM 17 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

CAPTION FOR DEPOSITION OF WITNESS 
EXAMINED BEFORE EXAMINER 

ORDER 17 RULE 20 

················································································································· 
To ........................................................................................................... . 

(Name of Witness) 

of ............................................................................................................. . 
(Address of Witness) 

The deposition (on oath) taken before me the undersigned, being an examiner 
duly appointed by the Court in that behalf of 

········································································································-········ 
(Address of Witness) 

examined befote me under an order of the said Court dated the ................... . 
day of.. .......................... 20 ................... in the presence of the said ............... . 
(Appellant or ofhis professional representative) and Respondent had full 
opportunity of asking questions of the said witnesses, to whom the depositions 
following were read by me before being signed by them the said witnesses 
respectively. 

The deposition:.of ....................... : ............................................................ . 
Who {upon oath duly administered by me) said as follows: 

DATED this .... :·"··:····· .. ·······day of ................................. 20 ......... . 

········································ 
Examiner 
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················· 

CRIMINAL FORM J 8 

lN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTIFICATION OF APPELLANT OF RESULT 
OF APPLICATION 

ORDER 17 RULE 22 

·--..................................................................................................... . 

1iis is to give you notice that the CoUJ1 has considered the matter of your 
~ication for: 

fs) leave to appeal to the said Court; 

~··~) leave to extend the time within which you may give notice of appeal or 
application for leave to appeal; 

(c) permission to be present during the proceedings in your appeal; 
(d) admission to bail; · 

(~) leave to withdraw abandonment of appeal; and has finally determined 
the same and has this. day given judgment to the effect following: 

DATED this ......................... day of .................................. 20 ................... . 

········································ 
Registrar of the Court 

D S47 



g 548 

CRIMINAL FORM 19 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTICE OF AUTHORITIES OF RESULT OF APPLICATION 

ORDER 17 RULE 22 

TbeState Vs 

To : THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS 

OF ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.••••..••.•••••••••••••••.•••••.•.•.•••••.••. 

To .......................................................................................................... . 

This is to give you notice that the above-mentioned having applied for: 

(a) k,ave to appeal to the said Court ; 
f/1,) le,rve to extend the time within which he may give notice of appeal or of 

fiPPiication for leave to appeal; 
(c) permission to be present during the proceedings in his appeal; 
(d) admission to bail ; · 
(e) leave to withdraw abandonment of appeal*; the Court has this day finally 

detennined his said applications and has given judgment to the effect 
fullowing: 

Registrar of the Court 

DATED this ......................... day of ................................. : ....... 20 ............. .. 

*Send copies addressed to : 

(a) the Director ofPublic Prosecutions or other Respondent; 

(b} the Prison Authority; and 

{c) the Registrar of the Court below 

Here set out the decision of the Courr. 
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CRIMINAL FORM 20 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

"uJTlFICATION TO APPELLANT OF THE RESULT OF HIS APPEAL 

ORDER I 7 RULE 22 

~State Vs 

....... - ........................................................................................................... . 
Tv: THE ABOVE-NAMED APPELLA~T 

This is to give you notice that the Court having considered the matterQfyour 
l91)eal has finally determined same and has this day gi.ven judgment to the 
~:re-cr following: 

DATED this ......................... day of ................................. 20 ............... . 

I I II IO II II 0 IIIIIOIIIIOIIOIIIIIIOOoo•oooo 

Regislrar of the Court 
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CRIMINAL FORM 21 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

NOTIFICATION TO AUTfiORTTIES OF RESULT OF APPEAL 

ORDER 17 RULE 22 

The State Vs 

··············································································································· 
To : THE DIRECTOR OF PUlll.IC PROSECUTIONS or ........................................... .. 

To: ........................................................................................................ . 
This is to give you notice that the above named having appealed against his 
conviction at the offence of ................................ before the .................. Court, 
and/or the sentence of ...................................... passed upon him for the 
offence of. .................................................................................................. . 
By the ....................... the Court, the Court has finally determined the said 
appeal, and has this day given judgment herein to the effect following: 

DATED this ......................... day of ...................................... 20 ................... . 

Registrar of the Courr 

* Send copies addressed to : 

(a) the Director-General ofthe appropriate Ministry (if a capital base); 

(b) the appropriate Director of Pub! ic Prosecutions or other Respondent 

(c) the Prison Authority; and 

(d) the Registrar of the court below. 

Here set out the decision of the Court. 

" . 
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CRIMINAL FORM 22 
IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

CERTIFICATE OF THE REGISTRAR THAT A 
COPY OF THE RECORD OF APPEAL HAS BEEN 

SERVED ON THE APPELLANT($) 

ORDER 17 RULE 26 

Appeal No .......................... . 

____ ............................................................................................ Appellant 
,,V,J 

_ .............................................................................................. Respondent 

I do hereby certify that a copy of the record of the above appeal was on the 
.................... day of .......................... 20 ................ served upon the Appellant/ 
.-\ppellants by ........................................................................................... . 

J.;TED this ......................... day of ............................................. 20 ............ . 

Registrar of the Court 
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CRIMINAL FORM 23 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

CERTIFICATE(S) OF THE REGISTRAR OF SERVICE UPON 
RESPONDENT OF NOTIFICATION THAT THE 

RECORD HAS BEEN COMPILED 

ORDER 17 RULE 26 

Appeal No ....................... . 

I do hereby certify that on the ................ day of.. ............................. 20 ......... . 
the Respondent/Respondents in this appeal was/were notified by .................... . 
that the record of appeal has been compiled. 

DATED this ...................... .-.. day of ........ .-.......................... 20 ............... . 

........................................... 
Registrar of the Court 
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PART II 

THIRD SCHEDULE 

FEES IN CIVILANDCR!MINALMATTERS 

ORDER12 

.:1_- .·\?F~LLATE J UR !SDICT!ON 

~ :~-::g Notice of Appeal against a final judgment or decision •o 

1ilr L>:s;;<)ndent's Notice of Intention to contend that decision of Court 
1J!: .• :'•' be varied or affirmed 

:II' :::i.:.1g Notice of Appeal against an lnterlocutory order or decision 
:.R ::. iig Motion for leave to appeal 
::lf ::::. ng Notice of Appeal where leave is granted .. 
('!I :=.:::ng Motion for Extension of time if the time has not yet expired .. 
T't!~ ::me has already expired · 
,:;,.: ing any Motion not otherwise provided for .. 
Cw "':>'ng Motion for stay of execution (if application is made separate) 

~:n -- :~g Amended or Additional Grounds of Appeal: 

:r .-:~,:-.: 3.t least three weeks before the date fixed for the commencement 
;{ :1~ sitting for which the appeal is set down .. 

fri:.c-j less than three weeks but at least two clear days before such date 
,f'~.: !arer, but before the hearing ofthe appeal 
C.:~ :.::g of Brief by either the Appellant or the Respondent 
::;;rr :.::lure to file briefs within the prescribed period for each 
.~.::onal day thereof per day 00 

.:n 1.-::ending or adding to Grounds of Appeal by leave or direction of the 
·.:::.::-rat the hearing 

:r. 1;:;;Jication for warrant to detain a ship 00 

·:'" ~.:.>ry certificate ofthe Order ofthe Court of Appeal (made on the final 
:.:!:mnination of appeals under Order 5 Rule 7) 00 

3~::.\ER.AL 

b ~wearing an affidavit or making a declaration per deponent 
::x :mrking any paper annexed to an affidavit or declaration 
':n ::ling an affidavit 
·:JI ::!ling any other document or exhibit 
.::.:£:he drawing up of other or judgment 
= :r .:very subpoena 
·.:>l ··•arrant for prisoner to give evidence 
~r: ;r,spection of any document or judgment 

7 ;,- searching the. archives for each period of six months or part thereof 
:,:r ~reparing a copy where authorized per folio of72 words 
,:n lodging a bill of costs for taxation, including taxation for the first 

rwenty folio 
~.x c>very ten folio or part thereof after the first twenty .. 

N 

5,000.00 

5,000000 
5,000000 
3,000000 
5,000000 
2,500000 
3,000000 
3,000000 
3,000000 

l,OOOoOO 
1,500000 
2,000000 
2,000000 

100000 

2,000000 
5,000o00 

1,000000 

300000 
IOOoOO 
200.00 
100000 
500000 
200000 
500000 
500000 
500000 
500.00 

500000 
500000 

B 553 



B 554 

2. The allowances payable to witnesses shall be those payable to 
witnesses in the High Court havingjurisdiction in the place where the evidence 
of such witnesses is taken. 

MADE at Abuja this 1st day of December, 2016. 

Ho?\. JUSTJCE lAINAB ADAMU BULKACHUWA, CFR 

President, Court of Appeal 
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[8th Day of December, 2014] Commence-

ment. 
In the exercise of powers conferred on me by Section 248 of the Constitution of the Definitions. 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, Section 8(2) of the Court of Appeal Act, and all the 
other powers of my Office, I, ZAI:'\AB A. BnKACHnu, CFR,-President of the Court of 
Appeal, issue the following Practice Directions. 

1. Unless the context dictates otherwise, the following terms have 
the meanings respectively assigned to them-

" appeal" includes interlocutory appeal; 

"appellant" means the party who brings the appeal and includes a 
Legal Practitioner acting on his behalf; 

"brief" includes written address and written submissions; 

"case management conference" means a meeting convened by the 
Court of its own initiative or at the request of a party to agree on how 
best to speed up the appeal or any part of it ; 

"Court" means the Court of Appeal ; 

"court document" means a document issued by the Court or filed or 
generated by the parties relative to· proceedings, and includes affidavits, 
applications, briefs, bundles,-charges, exhibits, information, judgments, 
notices, orders, pleadings, proofs of evidence, records, summonses and 
witness statements ; 

"debt appeal" means an appeal t0 the Court by or against a debt 
resolution agency in connection with the agency's statutory duties, 
functions, objects, operations, powers or transactions; 

"debt resolution agency" includes the Asset Management 
Corporation ofN igeria ; 

"division" means Judicial Division of the CoUJ1; 

"document" means Court document, and includes anything in which 
information of any description is recorded or stored, including information 
held in an electronic format; 

"fast-track appeal" means any of the following : 

-Debt appeals 
-Appeals pertaining to or connected with : 

. -Corruption : _ 
-Human Trafficking 
-Kidnapping 
-Money Laundering 
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Interpretation 
and 
Application. 

-Rape 
-Terrorism 

*Appeals by or against such national human rights, intelligence, 
law enforcement, prosecutorial or security agencies such as the 
Economic and Financial Crimes Commission, Independent Corrupt 
Practices Commission, National Human Rights Commission, the State 
Security Service. 

"it" (pronoun) includes 'he', 'she', 'him' and 'her'; 

"its" (possessive pronoun) includes 'his' and 'hers' ; 
"matter" includes interim appeal or interlocutory application ; 
"of own initiative" means without application or request ; 

"President" means the President of the Court of Appeal and includes 
an Acting President; 

"Registry" means registry of the Court of Appeal ; 

"respondent" means a party against whom an appeal or application 
is filed ; 

"Rules" means the Court of Appeal Rules ; 
. "se.veral" means two or more, plural ; 

"signature" includes name, initials or mark whether handwritten, 
printed typed or computer-generated ; 

"trial court" includes the Federal High Court, the High Court of a 
State, and any Court or Tribunal from which appeals lie to the Court. 

2.:-(a) The Court must administer, apply, construe, and interpret 
these directions purposively and holistically to secure the efficient and 
speedy determination of every fast-track appeal. 

(b) The Rules are the default procedural template for fast-track 
appeals. Tlius : 

(i) Where no provision, or only inadequate provision, is made in 
this Practice Directions, the Rules should guide the Court and parties. 

(ii) The Court may abridge timeframes stipulated in the Rules to align 
with the fundamental objective and tenor of this Practice Direction. 

(c) When the Court is en1powered to exercise any power or discretion 
or do anything "on just terms", or to stipulate costs or other terms, the 

. Court inay e~ercise that power or discretion as it deems fit. 

. (d) References to a party or parties mean or include references to its 
or their Counsel, depending on the context. 

(e) This Practice Direction applies to all fa'st-track appeals. 

(f) The Registrar must give priority listing to fast-track appeals on 
the Court's docket. 
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3.-(a) This Practice Direction is a set of directions with the Fundamental 

fundamental objective of enabling the Court to deal with fast-track Objective. 

appeals quickly and efficiently. 

(b) The Court must give effect to the fundamental objective :­

(i) at every stage of a fast-track appeal ; 

(ii) when exercising any power given by the Act, the Rules, or this 
Practice Directions. 

(iii) when exercising its inherent jurisdiction; 

(iv) when exercising a discretion ; and 

(v) when applying or interpreting any rule or direction. 

(c) The parties must help the Court to further the fundamental 
objective. 

(d) The Court must further the fundamental objective by actively 
managing cases. 

4. Active Case Management includes : 

(a) encouraging the parties to co-operate with each other in the 
conduct of the proceedings; 

(b) fixing timetables and otherwise controlling the progress ofthe 
case ; 

(c) considering whether the likely benefits of taking a particular step . 
justify the cost in taking it; 

(d).dealing with as many aspects of the case as possible on the same 
occasion even when not scheduled ; 

(e) discouraging interlocutory· appeals and requiring parties, except 
in the most deserving cases, to subsume their interlocutory matters under 
a final appeal or under the substantive suit at the trial court ; 

(f) dealing swiftly with applications and objections to minimize their 
interruption of main proceedings; · 

(g) using technology ; 

(h) penalizing delay tactics with heavy costs ; and 

(i) giving directions to ensure that the appeal proceeds expeditiously. 

5.-(1) Parties are to attend Court everyday in any matter scheduled, 
however the Court may proceed in their absence, if satisfied that the matter 
is scheduled for that day. 

(2) Parties must keep abreast of developments, documents, filings 
and scheduling in the proceedings by actively liaising with the Registry. 

(3) When the Court issues hearing notice on any matter in the 
proceedings, it serves as a hearing notice for all ripe matters in the file. 

Active Case 
Management. 

Parties to 
keep 
Abreast of 
Proceedings 
and Filing. 
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Court may 
Exercise 
Powers of 
own 
Initiative 

Court may 
Impose 
Terms. 

Briefs t,o 
dominate 
Fast-Track 
Appeals. 

6. The Court may exercise these case-management powers of its 
own initiative : 

(a) shorten the time for compliance with any rule, practice direction 
or Court order ; 

(b) bring forward a proceeding; 

(c) stay the whole or part of any proceedings or execution of the 
judgment, the subject matter of the appeal, either generally or until a 
specified date or event ; 

(d) consolidate proceedings ; 

(e) convene a case-management conference, the Court need not issue 
formal notices to the parties but may call the meeting by phone, fax or 
email through a clerk, registrar or other assistant ; and 

(f) take any other step or niake any other order to manage the case 
and further the fundamental objective. 

7. In making an order or before proceeding with an appeal, the Court 
may: 

(a) Impose conditions, including a condition to pay a judgment debt 
or other sum of money into Court ; and 

(b) Specify the consequence(s) of failure to comply with the order or 
condition. 

8.-( 1) The Court will not entertain any amicus briefs unless the 
Court has invited them. 

(2) Briefs must be brief: 

(a} In an interlocutory .appeal, a brief must not exceed 15 pages on 
A4 paper, with Times New Roman 14, single-spaced. 

(b) In a final appeal, a brief must not exceed 25 pages on A4 paper, 
with Times New Roman 14, single-spaced. 

(c) List of authorities, table of contents and any schedules are excluded 
in the page count. 

(d) A schedule may contain or include only unreported or foreign 
authorities that may not be available to the Court. 

(3) The appellant must file and serve its brief within 14 days from the· 
transmission of the record of appea I. 

(4) On default of the filing of the appellant's briefwithin time, the 
•:::ourt may dismiss the appeal for want of diligent prosecution. 

(5) The respondent must file and serve its brief 10 days from service 
of the appellant's brief. 

'-'-
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(6) On default of the respondent filing its brief within time, the Court 
na:- proceed with the hearing. 

(7) If the appellant wishes to file a reply on points of Jaw, it must do 
iii:'~ ithin 5 days from service of the respondent's brief. 

(8) No oral elaboration of briefs is allowed, but the Court may request 
.::i!.rification from a party. 

(9) Briefs, once filed and served, ~re deemed adopted on the date set 
icwn for hearing and the Court should proceed to decision without further 
::-!"..:vurse to the parties. 

( 1 0) Briefs are deemed closed on the 8th day after the service of the 
:-espondent's brief, whether or not a reply on points of law has been filed 
:r is forthcoming, 

( 11) Once briefs are closed or deemed closed, the Court should proceed 
Xl set down the appeal for hearing. 

9.-( 1) The Court will process and determine applications swiftly. 

(2) The Court should resolve applications with in 21 days of the service 
.;,fthe last document in the application. 

10. No adjournments may be allowed-

(1) because of the absence of one or more parties or tardiness in 
filing any document; 

(2) to enable any party who had sufficient notice of the proceedings 
i: wishes adjourned ; 

(3) To enable a party comply with costs or similar order ; 

4. On the hearing date of the matter. 
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Court to 
Resolve 
Applications 
S\\·iftly. 

Ac!joumments. 

11.-(1) A party may change its counsel ~t any time without the 
Court's prior permission, without the outgoing counsel's co-operation, and 
without giving reasons. 

Change of 
Counsel. 

(2) Change of counsel may not be a basis for adjournment. 

12. The Registry must list fast-track appeals for hearing on a date 
within I 0 days of service of the respondent's brief, and issue hearing notices 
accordingly. 

13.-( l) In any appeal in respect of cases listed in I above, the 
registrar of the Court below shall, not later than 3 0 days after the filing of 
a notice of appeal, with the assistance of the appellant, compile and transmit 
the record of appeal to the Court ; 

(2) In pursuit of 13( 1) above, the registrar shall, within 15 days summon 
the parties before him to : 

Registry to 
fix Appeal 
urgently 

Compilation 
and 
Transmission 
of Record. 
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Electronic 
Service and 
Signatures. 

(a) settle the documents to be included in the record of appeal ; and 

(b) fix the amount to be deposited by the appellant to cover the 
estimated cost of m.aking up and forwarding the record of appeal. 

(3) Where at the expiration of30 days after the filing of the notice of 
appeal the registrar has failed and or neglected to compile and transmit 
the record of appeal to the Court, it shall become mandatory for the appellant 
to compile the.record consisting of all documents and exhibits necessary 
for his appeal and transmit same to the Court within 15 days after the 
registrar's failure or neglect ; . 

( 4) Such records compiled by the appellant shall be served on the 
respondent or respondents within 15 days ; 

(5) Where the respondent considers that there are additional records 
which may be necessary in disposing of the appeal, he shall be at liberty 
to, within 7 days of the service on him of the record, in accordance with 
13( 4) compile and transmit to the Court such record to be known as the 
additional record of appeal ; 

(6) Every record or additional record of appeal compiled by a party 
to an appeal must be certified by the registrar of the Court below. Provided 
that it shall not be necessary for copies of individual documents to be 
separately certified but the registrar of the Court below shall certify as 
correct each copy of the record transmitted in accordance with this 
Practice Directions ; 

(7) If the registrar has failed to compile and transmit the records 
unde,~; 13(1) above and the appellant has also failed to compile and transmit 
the records in accordance with 13(3), the respondent may by notice of 

. motion move the Court to dismiss the appeal. 

14.~l)A requirement that a document should be signed is satisfied 
if the signature is printed by computer or other mechanical means. 

(2) A document served by electronic means is deemed to have been 
signed by the person who owns or subscribes to· the electronic source 
account if its signature appears on the document or its cover message as 
the sender. 

(3) Examples of electronic source accounts are email addresses and 
fax numbers: 

MADE at Abuja this 8th day of December, 2014. 

Hal\. JUSTICE ZAINAB ADAMU BULKACHUWA, CFR 

President, Court of Appeal 


